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NEXT RESIDENTS' ASSOCIATION  PUBLIC 
MEETING 

 7.30pm, Thursday 9th May in
Waterlooville Community Centre 

  All welcome

D Day – Operation Overlord
6th June 2019 will be the 75th anniversary of 

the D-Day landings

© Copyright Basher Eyre and licensed for reuse under this 
Creative Commons Licence

In August 1943 the Southsea seafront at Portsmouth 
was declared by the military as a restricted zone. 
In the spring of 1944 Portsmouth became part of a 
coastal strip, closed to visitors, 10-miles deep that 
stretched from the Wash to Land’s End. Vast swathes 
of southern England became areas to marshal 
troops, their equipment and ammunition. Two such 
marshalling points were located in the Queens 
Inclosure and Padnell, Cowplain. These points known 
as camps were Camp A5 and Camp A6 and held 
around 3,000 British troops and their vehicles.  By 
the very nature of the operation all these camps were 
temporary with many hidden in woods so German 
reconnaissance aircraft could not spot them. 
Many of you will know that the nerve centre of the 
operation was in Southwick House, Southwick, PO17 
6EA. On the 8th and 9th of June the D Day Map Room 
(shown above) and other rooms in Southwick House 
will be open together with entry to the Royal Military 
Police Museum within Southwick Park. Tickets will 
be available for general release in early April 2019, 
visit: www.southwickrevival.co.uk/d-day-revival-tours/ 

The Waterlooville Music Festival

The 2019 Festival starts on the 8th 
June and features the usual wide 
range of music. To get your ticket, 
visit http://www.stgeorgesnews.
org/wmf/ to book.

www.theratepayer.co.uk

Gerald ‘Gerry’ Shimbart - Remembered
We were saddened to learn of the passing of Gerald 
‘Gerry’ Shimbart in February. Gerry was a Hartplain 
Councillor and former Mayor of the Borough of 
Havant who along with his wife, Elaine, herself a 
Hartplain Ward councillor, would regularly attend 
the Association’s public meetings. Their input at 
these meetings was immense because they were 
able to clearly explain how local government works 
and current thoughts on issues affecting residents.  
A public celebration of Gerry’s life took place at 
St George’s Church, Waterlooville in March. Our 
thoughts are with Elaine and her family at this sad 
and difficult time.
In memory of Gerry you can donate to the Rowans 
Hospice appeal, visit: www.rowanshospice.co.uk/
donate
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Notes from the Waterlooville Community Meeting 
– 5 Feb 2019

A light controlled pedestrian crossing will be installed 
across the Hambledon Road adjacent to McDonalds.
The bus pull-in nearly opposite McDonalds on the 
northern side of Hambledon Road will remain.  
Havant BC (HBC) wants to ‘dress’ the inside of empty 
shop windows.
A fast track bus service between Waterlooville, Havant 
and surrounds to Portsmouth is being considered.
A number of options are being investigated for Jubilee 
Park (aka Waterlooville Recreation Ground) including 
improved tennis courts, cricket facilities, upgrading 
the play area and a skate park. A cafe in the Pavilion? 
Funding is required.
Wellington Way – HBC awaiting a revised scheme 
from the developer.
There is no food waste collection planned for the 
borough. Garden waste recycling bins are increasingly 
popular. It was agreed the many different sorts of 
plastic makes recycling confusing for many.

The Association reported the Waterlooville precinct 
pillar clock defective, apparently it had been 
vandalised. The clock is now working.

New Charge Points Roll-Out across the Borough
Havant Borough Council has partnered with 
ChargePoint Services to provide three new electric 
vehicle chargers in the borough – enabling residents 
and visitors to charge quickly and efficiently on the go.
The 50Kw+ charge points, which are part of the 
GeniePoint Network, can be found in council owned 
car parks on South Street, Emsworth, and Tidworth 
Road, Leigh Park. An additional charger in Wellington 
Way car park, Waterlooville, is set to be completed in 
March. Each rapid charger is easily accessible and is 
compatible with any electric vehicle.
To use these charge points residents and visitors 
will need to join the free GeniePoint Network prior to 
connecting their vehicles. Once signed up the network 
currently offers a competitive tariff of 30p/kWh plus £1 
connection fee. Visit: www.havant.gov.uk 

Waterlooville Folk Dance Group - A small friendly 

group who meet on the 1st, 3rd and 5th Monday of every 

month (excluding Bank Holidays) at Waterlooville 

Community Centre. All are welcome, no partner or 

experience necessary. 8:00 to 10:00 pm. Cost £3.00. 

Contact Jane 9225 8056 or Sally 9225 3213

Thank you Ratepayer
For the last few years we have advertised the annual 
pantomime production of The Windmill Players, 
this year they staged Jack and the Beanstalk at the 
Clanfield Memorial Hall. Peter Scott has recently 
contacted us to say ‘thank you’ for the coverage we 
give them every year and informed us that during 
the 2018 season £1000 was raised for the Rowans 
Hospice.  

Waterlooville and District Neighbourhood Watch 
Association - The organisation linking nearly 250 
street-level Neighbourhood Watch Schemes in 
the area policed by Hampshire Constabulary from 
Waterlooville Police Station, covering more than 
5000 households. Contact 9289 2627 or visit www.
wdnwa.org.uk

AQUIND Interconnector
AQUIND is proposing to construct and operate an 
electricity interconnector between the south coast 
of England (Lovedean, Waterlooville with landfall 
at Eastney, Portsmouth) and Normandy in France, 
to be known as AQUIND Interconnector. The 
interconnector will have the capacity to transmit up 
to 16,000 000 MWh of electricity or approximately 
5% of the electricity Great Britain consumes. We 
were not made aware of the public exhibitions until 
late February and therefore we have been unable to 
advertise the various venues. However members of 
the public can review and download the consultation 
documents on line at: www.aquindconsultation.co.uk. 
Waterlooville, Horndean, Cosham and Petersfield 
libraries will also have the documents available to 
view. Completed feedback forms must be received 
by AQUIND no later than midnight Monday 29th April 
2019. You can discuss the plans with a member of 
the project team via the freephone information line 
on 01962 893869. Portsmouth City Council has 
developed a website about the Interconnector, visit: 
www.interconnectorportsmouth.co.uk.
Comment: Be aware this is no small project, four 
large cables and a fibre optic cable need to be laid 
underground, the proposed onshore route length 
will about 20km (12.4 miles). The initial plan I saw 
called for quite a large building at Lovedean to site 
the Convertor Station.  I’ve tried the information line, 
number above, it was answered promptly and my 
questions answered.      

Portsmouth RSPB - Is a local organisation who 
welcomes new members, especially those concerned 
about wild life habitats. We meet on the fourth 
Saturday of every month at St Andrews’ Church Hall, 
Havant Road, Farlington.  Call Gordon Humby on 
9235 3949 or visit : RSPB.org.uk/groups/Portsmouth
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WATERLOOVILLE AND DISTRICT
RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

(Covering the Wards of Cowplain, Stakes, 
Waterlooville and Hart Plain including part of 

Lovedean)
President: 
Vice President:
Chairman: Mr.Geoff Lynch 07703 881754
Vice Chairman:  Mr. Malcolm O'Donnell
Hon. Treasurer: Mr. N. Chedzey, 103 Sutton Road, 
Cowplain, Waterlooville, PO8 8PT,  9242 6575
Hon. Secretary & Minutes Secretary, Deputy 
Editor & Magazine Compiler 
Mrs.Hazel Matthews  9226 8780
Distribution Manager: Mr. K. Tallyn 9225 2594 
                          Email: kgtallyn@btinternet.com

Chairmanship / Advertising
There is one advertising space available. For enquiries 
please contact Geoff Lynch, Chairman & Business 
Manager/Editor at: 11 Ruskin Way, Waterlooville, 
PO8 8JX or Email: business@theratepayer.co.uk or  
07703 881754.

Magazine Content
To submit an article, correct an existing entry or 
comment on a recent feature please contact Hazel 
Matthews, the Magazine Compiler on 9226 8780 or 
Email: compiler@theratepayer.co.uk

Give Blood 
Regular blood donor sessions are held at the: 

Waterlooville Community Centre, Havant Plaza and 
Horndean Campus. Visit: www.blood.co.uk or ring 

0300 123 23 23 for details 

USEFUL INFORMATION
Police Front Desk - Waterlooville Police Station - 
Open Friday to Saturday 8am - 8pm, Sunday 9am 
- 5pm; (closed 2pm to to 2.45pm on Sundays and all 
day on Bank Holidays)

Havant Police, Civic Centre Road, Havant. Ring 999 
in emergencies, 101 for non-emergency calls or leave 
information only messages, in strict confidence, on  
Crimestoppers  0800 555 111. 

Registrar of Births, Deaths and Marriages: 
Havant

Library, 1st Floor Meridian Centre, Havant, PO9 1UN 
or Havant Plaza Registration Office, Civic Centre Road, 
Havant, PO9 2AX. This is a part time office; you will 
need to book an appointment prior to attending to 
register a birth or death or to give notice of marriage/
civil partnership. Tel: 0300 555 1392; Phone lines open 
Monday to Friday 8am - 8pm, Saturday 9.30am - 4pm

Waterlooville, Purbrook and Cowplain Good 
Neighbours - For shopping, transport to medical 
appointments, home visits etc. All volunteers are DBS 
checked; donations to cover expenses are requested. 
Please ring the Help Line on 9226 6005 Mon to Fri for 
full details

Medical Services

Surgeries:-
Vine Medical Centre 9226 3089. Surgeries at: Aintree 
Drive Surgery, 1 Aintree Drive, Cowplain. Forest 
End Surgery, Waterlooville. Stakes Lodge Surgery, 
Waterlooville. Waterlooville Health Centre, Dryden 
Close, Waterlooville.
The Village Practice, Cowplain Surgery, 133 London 
Road, Cowplain 9224 2960
Oaks Healthcare - Cowplain Family Practice, 26-30 
London Road, Cowplain 9226 3138.  Queenswood 
Surgery, 223 London Rd, Waterlooville 9226 3491
For All Surgeries Out Of Hours Ring 111
Other Services
Carers Trust Carer Services, www.carers.org
Carers UK 0808 808 7777 or email advice@
carersuk.org
Patient Advice and Liaison Service (PALS) QA 
Hospital  9228 6309
Minor Injuries / Minor Illnesses Unit - St Mary’s 
Hospital, Milton Road, Portsmouth. Mon - Fri: 07:30 
am-10:00 pm Weekends and bank holidays: 08:00 
am-10:00 pm The unit is open to all NHS patients, no 
appointments required.
The Dental Helpline 0845 050 8345  www.
hampshiredentalhelpline.nhs.uk

The Samaritans - Offer a confidential service for 
those in crisis 24 hours a day. Volunteers do one duty 
per week plus one night duty a month. Interested in 
volunteering? There are many roles in Samaritans. 
In addition to the team of listening volunteers who 
answer the helpline phones in our Portsmouth Centre, 
we also need support volunteers who can help with 
fundraising, publicity and promoting our work. If 
you feel our work is worthwhile and you have a few 
spare hours each week, please Email: Portsmouth@
samaritans.org

Bereavement Coffee Morning
A bereavement social club coffee morning is held 
at St George’s church hall every second Monday of 
each month, 10.00 to 12.00 am. Cost? A donation.  It 
is a very friendly group open to anyone who may be 
bereaved however long ago or recent. We do organise 
trips and outings. Please pass this message on to 
anyone you feel may benefit from this support group 
in what is often a difficult time. For more information 
give Hilary a call on 07900 516158.

Lonely? ‘The Silver Line’ is a free, 24 hour ‘phone 
service for elderly people who miss having someone 
to regularly talk to, who need advice or are suffering 
from abuse or neglect. Call 0800 4 70 80 90. www.
thesilverline.org.uk
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Local Information 
Do You Like To Sing? - If so come and join the 
Waterlooville Community Singers, they are looking 
for new members.
The group meet every Wednesday evening from 
7pm - 9pm at Waterlooville Baptist Church (London 
Road, opposite the Woodpecker pub). There are no 
auditions, just a love for singing. No charge for the first 
week then £3.00 per week plus an annual fee towards 
the cost of music. Call Jan Peck 9264 8290.
Horizon Anglers Club for the Disabled is looking 
for new members. Do you enjoy fishing? Come and 
join us! All ages and abilities welcome, for further 
information please visit www.horizondac.co.uk or 
call 9245 4739
Reflections - Singing Ladies: Meet every Monday 
at Christchurch Hall, Widley, at 1:30 – 3:30. They 
entertain with music from Shows, Good Old Days, 40’s 
etc. to Clubs, Parties, Day Centres etc. Accompanied 
with appropriate costumes; all fees to local charities. 
Contact 9264 1468
Lovedean Scottish Dancers - Meet at 8:00 p.m. on 
Tuesdays at Lovedean Village Hall Sept – June. Do join 
us for an evening of fun. £1.50 per session. Contact 
Elizabeth on 9279 2073 for more information.
Waterlooville Philatelic Society - Meets Every Third 
Thursday September to June. Contact Paul Davidson 
9259 3987 or email Davidson61@talktalk.net
Denmead Tennis Club - A thriving tennis club 
which offers a comprehensive range of social and 
competitive tennis for players of all ages and abilities. 
Contact  9226 3191.
Havant and Waterlooville Swimming Club - Trials to 
join the club are held at Waterlooville on the first Friday 
of each month. Contact via the Club Desk which is 
open Saturdays 4:00 to 6:00pm at Waterlooville Pool.
Social Saturdays for Older People - The club, 
launched by local older people’s charity Brendoncare, 
will meet every Saturday between 10am and 12pm at 
Jubilee Centre, Millennium Court, Mill Road, Purbrook, 
PO7 7UJ. For only £2.50 per session, the club will of-
fer a range of games and activities, including indoor 
kurling and quizzes. Enquiries are welcome. Visit: 
brendoncare.org.uk/clubs or phone 01962 852133 or 
email: clubhampshire@brendoncare.org.uk.
Angel Radio – 89.3 FM - The home of Angel Radio 
is a nostalgia shop, broadcasting studios, record 
library, offices and meeting place, all at 17 Market 
Parade, Havant.

Dates for your Diary 
Lovedean Village Hall Sun 28th April - Car Boot and 
Table Top Sales 2:00. Call Cynthia Harris 9259 3904
Car Boot Sale, Waterlooville Precinct - The car boot 
sales are on the first Sunday in the month between 
March and October. Sellers from 9.15am. Entry by 
clock at Nat West. £5 car or £8 van or car with trailer. 
Hard standing.
Pop Up Cinema At St George’s Hall, Waterlooville 
- 25th April. The Waterlooville Events Team’s Monthly 
Community cinema presents ‘Peterloo.’ Doors open 
at 7 pm, film starts at 7:30. £6 per ticket (includes a hot 
drink and treat). Loyalty bonus – present 8 film tickets 
from different months and see 1 free film.
Both Sides Now 26th April - A rehearsed reading 
of a new play to mark 25 years of Rowans Hospice. 
Both Sides Now is a very real story about how we 
handle issues around bereavement, loss and moving 
on.Jenny is divorced and has now lost her closest 
friend Simon to an aggressive cancer, he knew he 
was dying but she was in denial.She feels isolated 
and full of sadness until she meets Frank at a speed-
dating event. This new play by award winning writer 
Brian Daniels and commissioned by Rowans Hospice 
looks at resilience, the power of friendship, support, 
love and compassion. Tickets are available from The 
Spring Arts and Heritage Centre, either in person, by 
telephoning 9247 2700 or via www.thespring.co.uk
Woofs Family Fun Day – Rowans Event - 27th April 
10:00am - 3:00pm. Queen Elizabeth Country Park 3 or 
6 kilometres, £5 per dog, suggested fundraising target 
of £25; additional option of paying £25 per dog with 
no sponsorship. Woofs Family Fun Day is a great day 
out with an Easter theme. We’ve combined our Woofs 
and Wellies dog walk with an exciting Easter treasure 
hunt and activities for children so there’s something 
for the whole family to enjoy. Walk with your dog and 
then back to the field to join in with the face painting, 
balloon modelling and more. If you don’t have a dog 
you can still come and join in the Easter fun on the 
field with your children. It’s a brilliant way to exercise 
and spend quality family time together. Fancy dress 
is encouraged so we’re looking forward to seeing lots 
of dogs in their favourite outfits alongside children 
dressed in their best Easter bonnets and costumes, 
eager to find the Easter Bunny’s golden ticket at 
the end of the treasure hunt. Children’s Easter Egg 
Hunt with an egg for every child taking part / Special 
appearance by the Easter Bunny / Special appearance 
by Nelson, Portsmouth FC mascot / Punch & Judy 
Show, Face Painting and Balloon Modelling / Crafts, 
games & prizes / Refreshments, stalls & much more
Denmead Rowans Support Group - Special Silver 
Spring Event. Denmead Church Hall April 13th. Crafts, 
Homemade foods, Coffee, Cakes.
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Unable To Ascertain Copyright

Planting Your Drink 
By Hazel Matthews
The coffee plant grows to 
between 16 to 33 feet in 
height and are grown in 
rows several feet apart. 
Some farmers plant fruit 
trees in between them. 
Heavy rain is needed at 
the beginning of the season to swell the fruit which 
is best handpicked to select the ripe fruit only, rather 
than stripping all the fruit, ripe or not from the branch.
The ‘wet’ process is used mainly in Central America 
and part of Africa. The seeds are separated and 
soaked in water to separate the sticky pulp residue 
from the seeds.
The ‘dry’ process is used for lower quality beans from 
Brazil. Twigs and other detritus are separated from the 
seeds which are then spread to dry in the sun, being 
turned regularly to ensure even drying.
Once processed by either method, the beans are 
described as ‘green’ or unroasted and can be stored 
without loss of taste. But roasting brings out the aroma 
and flavour. It causes chemical changes which take 
place as the beans are rapidly brought to very high 
temperatures. When they reach the peak of perfection, 
they are quickly cooled to stop the process. Roasted 
beans smell like coffee, and weigh less because the 
moisture has been roasted out. They are crunchy to 
the bite, ready to be ground and brewed.
                                                               to be continued

The Arts Society – Portsdown - holds lectures at 2pm 
on the second Thursday of the month from October 
to July (inclusive) at St Nicholas Church Centre, 
Bedhampton. Study days, Outings and Tours are 
also arranged to achieve our aims and in the hope 
that members derive pleasure and fun from all our 
activities. Visitors, and those interested in joining the 
Society as members, are very welcome. Contact the 
Membership Secretary at portsdownmembership@
gmail.com  or visit www.theartssocietyportsdown.
org.uk

Roald Dahl Inspired Cookery - Waterlooville Library 
8th April 10:00 am - From BFG inspired Snozzcumbers 
to Charlie’s Golden Ticket biscuits, we will be getting 
creative in the holidays and make some tasty treats for 
young bookworms to enjoy. For ages 6-11 (guardians 
must remain on site). All materials are included in 
ticket price. Cost £10 - Call the library on: 9225 2608

Please also see Page 15 for more Local Information.

Computing, Internet & Email for Beginners - 4 
week free course at Waterlooville Library. To introduce 
complete beginners to the basic use of a computer, 
Internet and a guide to setting up and using an email 
account. To carry out basic word processing, using 
Windows and Internet Explorer software. This course 
is aimed at beginners, no previous experience is 
required. You will need: * Paper and pen to take notes. 
* Use of a computer to practice on between lessons 
is recommended (Available free of charge within the 
library) This Course could lead to: CV Writing Job 
and Interview Skills Wednesday 1 May to 22 May, 
10am to 1pm. Booking is essential, call the library 
on: 9225 2608.
Waterlooville Bridge Club - will shortly start lessons 
for people who would like to learn to play bridge. 
This is an opportunity to take up a new past-time, 
exercise your brain and make new friends. Contact 
Graham Lavender on: 07941 358491 - g.lavender33@
outlook.com

Why Do We Say That?
What’s the origin of the phrase Raining Cats and 
Dogs?
This phrase arose in the 17th century as a result 
of poor drainage systems in Europe. During heavy 
showers, drains disgorged their contents of any 
animal corpses that may have accumulated. This 
occurrence is documented in Johnathan Swift’s 
1710 poem ‘Description of a City Shower’, in which 
he describes: drowned puppies, stinking sprats, all 
drenched in mud, dead cats and turnip-tops come 
tumbling down the flood.
It Happened This Month
In 1860 the Pony Express Service started.
In 1961 Yuri Gagarin becomes the first man in Space.
In 1986 an explosion and fire at the No. 4 reactor of 
Chernobyl nuclear power plant in Ukraine resulted in 
a nuclear meltdown.
In 2010 Apple released the iPad.

Home Service Scheme - The MHA Portsmouth and 
Havant Live At Home Service scheme is a national 
charity providing social activities in the community to 
help older people remain living in their own homes 
independently whilst avoiding loneliness and isolation. 
In Waterlooville we organise Monthly Outings, Singing 
for Fun, and Wellbeing at the Waterlooville Community 
Centre and Steady and Strong Exercise at the Baptist 
Church. For more info contact Deborah  on 9229 3306 
/ 07483 112137 / 07817 011663 deborah.ward@mha.
org.uk
Air Aces - meet at Chichester Park Hotel Madgwick 
Lane, Westhampnett, PO19 7QL. The talk on 15th April 
is The Gloster Meteor Development by Rod Dean. 
19:30 start. £3.00 members or £5.00 non-members. 
Contact David on 01243 823007 or: info @ airaces.
org.uk


