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NEXT RESIDENTS' ASSOCIATION  
PUBLIC MEETING & AGM
 7.30pm, Thurs 5th March 

St. Wilfrid's Upper Hall  
  All welcome

WATERLOOVILLE AND DISTRICT 
RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL 
FORM

 I/We wish to apply-for/renew annual 
membership of the Waterlooville and District 

Residents’ Association

Date  ……………

Name (Mr, Mrs, Miss, Ms.)

……………………......................
(Please use capitals)

Address ......………………….............................

...........................Post Code.........................

Subscription (min £1-50 per person per year)
Please submit this form to the Treasurer, his address 

is given on Page 8.

www.theratepayer.co.uk

Chairman’s Report
I’ve just checked, I’ve been the Chairman since March 
2013 and therefore probably written too many of these 
bi-annual reports with the inevitable result that I repeat 
myself and possibly even bore you! I’ve decided that 
the only repetition I will make on this occasion is to 
say a big ‘thank you’ to all those involved with the 
Association. This includes: Committee members, 
Association members, members of the public who 
attend our meetings, the bundlers and deliverers of 
the magazine and finally those wonderful people who 
actually put this magazine through your door.    
I’ll be the first to admit that there was an occasion 
last year when I wondered if the Association and 
consequently The Ratepayer would survive. But 
Malcolm Odell came forward to take the reins of 
Distribution Manager allowing Ken Tallyn to stand 
down and Andrew Batchelar joined us and is now 
an integral Committee member.  Encouragingly, 
advertising enquires have increased and contracts to 
advertise agreed; at the time of writing we have a short 
waiting list of potential advertisers. The Association 
and the magazine are on a much firmer footing.
Virtually everything we do is reported during the year 
in this magazine but to really enjoy the full picture 
please attend one of our public meetings or read the 
latest minutes on our website.
Flick Drummond MP, the MP for the Meon Valley has 
agreed to attend the May meeting at the Waterlooville 
Community Centre.  We’ve suggested she discusses 
her work and then open the floor for a question and 
answer session; our normal meeting will then follow. 
Flick’s office will shortly announce when and where 
she will conduct her constituency surgeries, we will 
feature these in this magazine.
Well I’ve achieved the aim, this report is markedly 
shorter than previous ones.                        
Geoff Lynch

A smile is a wrinkle that 
shouldn't be removed
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Help shape Hampshire’s library service 
for the future

Hampshire County Council is asking people who 
live, work and study in Hampshire to have their say 
on proposed changes to libraries. A 10-week public 
consultation opened in January 2020 and is open until 
18 March asking Hampshire residents for their views 
on:  the emerging vision for Hampshire’s Libraries to 
2025; the level of need for library services in specific 
local communities; proposed changes to the Library 
Service and the potential impacts; and any alternatives 
that respondents may wish to propose.  Hampshire 
County Council’s Executive Member for Recreation 
and Heritage, Councillor Seán Woodward, said: “The 
way people use library services is changing, and we 
need to make sure our services evolve to meet these 
needs. ”At the same time, we are facing an anticipated 
budget shortfall of £80 million by April 2021 and 
we have to look across all of the County Council’s 
services to find savings which can help to bridge this 
gap as demands for services rise, particularly in social 
care.  The Library Service is required to identify £1.76 
million towards the County Council’s overall savings 
target. “We will be conducting a ten-week public 
consultation which looks at options for delivering 
savings from the Library Service budget. This 
represents 16% of the overall budget for the service. 
This still means that a budget of around £10 million 
would remain. The proposals in the consultation have 
been carefully thought through and offer a genuine 
choice, including options for the community to step 
in to run independent community-managed libraries. 
As well as increasing income and improving business 
efficiency, the consultation includes proposals for 
changes to the way services are delivered. This 
includes options to close up to 10 council-run libraries 
and reduce opening hours in others. It also considers 
exploring better ways to deliver library services in 
deprived communities.” No decisions will be made 
until all the consultation responses have been fully 
analysed. I would therefore urge everyone who lives, 
works or studies in Hampshire to come forward 
and have their say.” Feedback received will inform 
decisions to be made by the Executive Member 
for Recreation and Heritage in summer 2020. No 
decisions will be made on any of these proposals, until 
people have had the opportunity to give their views. To 
take part in the consultation please visit www.hants.
gov.uk/library-consultation or fill in a printed copy from 
any Hampshire County Council library. Alternative 
formats are available on request.

Someone Else 
Bothered with a defective street light, 
or annoyed at yet another pothole 
or concerned with a blocked street 
drain? 

Then why not report it? Once a pothole has been 
reported and investigated by a road engineer the 
area around the hole is marked with white paint.  I 
know I’m a bit childish but I get a jolt of satisfaction 
when I can see a road defective I’ve reported has 
been fixed. Please don’t wait for ‘someone else’ to 
do it. Visit:   https://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/
roadmaintenance/roadproblems  Phone HCC on 
0300 555 1388HCC  if an emergency and the issue 
could cause injury or is a danger to life.

Jewellery Making for Wellbeing at Waterlooville 
Library 11 March 10am to 3pm Enjoy learning how 
to select beads to produce jewellery items to take 
home. The workshop will also help you to improve 
your confidence at trying a new craft and your general 
well-being. No previous knowledge or experience is 
required. Beads and jewellery making items will be 
available to purchase from the tutor for a small fee 
(between £10 and £15 payable to the tutor on the 
day). The cost will depend on the beads you choose 
for your piece. Booking is essential, contact the Library 
9225 2608.
Hidden Havant History Walk - The Spring Arts and 
Heritage Centre. Embark on a 1-2 hour walk with a 
local historian and discover the hidden history that 
hides within Havant. Join a friendly and relaxed stroll 
of the town, make new friends and enjoy a hot drink 
afterwards. The walks will take place on the second 
and fourth Tuesday of every month, beginning on 
Tuesday 31 March.
Milton Glee Club - Sunday 5th April  6:00pm 
Passiontide Concert - Church of the Resurrection, 
Drayton
Community Coffee Cup – Cowplain - Westbrook 
Community Hall in Tempest Avenue, from 10am 
to 12noon every Saturday. Free refreshments are 
available for all who use this friendly and welcoming 
facility. Toys and games are available for accompanied 
children. Come along, all welcome.
Waterlooville Cycle Club - are running a series of 
cycle rides in the Waterlooville area for people who 
are new to group riding or who haven’t cycled for 
a while. All are circular routes in moderate terrain 
that avoid steep inclines but may include a steeper 
descent. As far as possible we will avoid busy roads. 
Routes are all less than 30km long. Our aim is to make 
cycling enjoyable, safe and welcoming for all. Visit 
portsmouthctc.org.uk
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WATERLOOVILLE AND DISTRICT
RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

(Covering the Wards of Cowplain, Stakes, Waterlooville 
and Hart Plain including part of Lovedean)

President: 
Vice President:    
Chairman: Mr.Geoff Lynch   07703 881754
Vice Chairman:  Mr. Malcolm O'Donnell  
Hon. Treasurer: Mr. N. Chedzey, 103 Sutton Road, 
Cowplain, Waterlooville, PO8 8PT,   9242 6575
Hon. Secretary & Minutes Secretary, Deputy Editor &
Magazine Compiler Mrs.Hazel Matthews  9226 8780
Distribution Manager: w.e.f. 5th March 2020 Mr M. Odell 
Tel: 92645793

Chairmanship / Advertising
There are no advertising spaces available. For enquiries 
please contact Geoff Lynch, Chairman & Business Manager/
Editor at: 11 Ruskin Way, Waterlooville, PO8 8JX or Email: 
business@theratepayer.co.uk or  07703 881754.

Magazine Content
To submit an article, correct an existing entry or comment 
on a recent feature please contact Hazel Matthews, the 
Magazine Compiler on 9226 8780 or Email: compiler@
theratepayer.co.uk

Give Blood 
Regular blood donor sessions are held at the: 

Waterlooville Community Centre, Havant Public 
Service Plaza and Horndean Technology College. 
Visit: www.blood.co.uk or ring 0300 123 23 23 for 

details 

USEFUL INFORMATION
Police Front Desk 
Waterlooville Police Station - Open Thursday to Saturday 
9am - 5pm. Closed 1:0 to 2pm.
Havant Police Station - Open Monday to Wednesday 9:0 to 
5 pm. Closed 1:0 to 2:0 
Ring 999 in emergencies, 101 for non-emergency calls or 
leave information only messages, in strict confidence, on  
Crimestoppers  0800 555 111.

Registrar of Births, Deaths and Marriages 
Meridian Centre, Havant, PO9 1UN or Havant Public Service 
Plaza, Civic Centre Road, Havant, PO9 2AX. Ring: 0300 555 
1392 to arrange an appointment.

Waterlooville, Purbrook and Cowplain Good Neighbours 
- For shopping, transport to medical appointments, home 
visits etc. All volunteers are DBS checked; donations to cover 
expenses are requested. Please ring the Help Line on 9226 
6005 Mon to Fri for full details

The Samaritans - Offer a confidential service for those 
in crisis 24 hours a day. Ring 116 123 from any phone.
The Silver Line - Provides a 24 hour helpline, available 
365 days a year and offers friendship, information and 
advice. Call:  0800 4 70 80 90.

Libraries
www.hants.gov.uk/librariesand archives/library/
libraryfinder 
Havant Library, Meridian Centre, Contact 0300 555 
1387
Hayling Island Library, Elm Grove, Contact 0300 
555 1387
Horndean Library, 12 Fiveheads Road, Contact 0300 
555 1387
Leigh Park Library, 50 Park Parade, Contact 0300 
555 1387
Waterlooville Library, 25 London Rd, The Precinct, 
Contact 9225 2608

Citizens’ Advice
www.citizensadvice.org.uk/about-us/contact-us
Havant Outreach - Public Service Plaza, Civic Centre 
Road. 0344 411 1306. Drop-in Hours: Tuesday 10:00 
am – 2:00 pm
Hayling Island Outreach - Community Centre, 
Hayling Park, Station Road. 0344 411 1306. Drop-in 
Hours: Thursday 10 am – 2 pm
Leigh Park Main Office - Community Centre, 
Dunsbury Way. 0344 411 1306. Drop-in Hours: 
Weekdays excluding Thursdays 10:00 am – 3:00 pm
Waterlooville Outreach - Waterlooville Library, The 
Precinct. 0344 411 1306 Drop In Hours: Monday and 
Thursday 10:00 am - 2:00 pm. Additional sessions on 
the 2nd and 4th Thursdays 3:00 pm - 6:00 pm.
Advice on Universal Credit - Havant Job Centre, 
Elmleigh Road. 0800 144 8 444. Drop In Hours: 
Monday to Friday 9:00 am – 2:30 pm. Opens 10:00 
am Wednesday
Dementia Coffee Morning - At the 17 Four Teas Tea 
Room, Havant,every Tuesday 10:30 – 12:00. Call 9387 
8777 for more information.
Live Music at Waterlooville Bandstand - Presented 
by Flash Radio Station, every 3rd Saturday of the month 
from 11am until 2 pm. Find Flash on 104.3 FM.

Ron’s short quiz
Q 1. What breed of animal is a border and a Romney 
marsh. Dog, cow or sheep?
Q 2. Who is the richest man in the world?
Q 3.Which of the two political parties in the U.S.A. is 
the equivalent to the U.K Conservative Party?
Q 4. Who was the highest ranked officer to be killed 
at Normandy on June 6 1944?
Q 5. The Cheshire cat appears in which novel first 
published in 1855?
Answers on Page 13.

In 1797 Nathaniel Briggs of New Hampshire patented 
the washing machine.
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Local Information 
Waterlooville Foodbank - Waterlooville food bank 
is a partnership betweenLiving Waters Fellowship 
Wecock and Waterlooville Baptist Church. Supported 
by Sainsbury’s, M&S, Denmead Co-op, Horndean 
Morrison’s and Waitrose in Waterlooville, Portsmouth 
City Housing Service Wecock, Havant Borough 
Council and other local churches and orgs. www.
waterloovillefoodbank.co.uk
Craft, Produce and Plant Market - At St George’s 
Church Hall, Waterlooville every Thursday from 9.00 
to 11.30am. Crafts produce and plants. Refreshments 
available.
Knitting Natter - Come and join our friendly knitting 
group at Horndean Library. Knitters need other 
knitters, and whether you want to learn new stitches 
or pass on your skills. We meet every fortnight on 
Wednesday at 2.30pm, a friendly, informal group 
who welcome new members, including those who 
would like to learn to knit. Contact Horndean Library 
on 9259 6371.
Waterlooville Bridge Club -Sacred Heart Church, 
Waterlooville. We are a friendly and welcoming club 
for players of all abilities. We play duplicate bridge at 
6.50pm on Thursdays and at 1:10 on Fridays. Ring 
Graham 07941 358491 or Linda 9264 8297 for further 
information.
Denmead Bridge Club - Weekly meetings on Mondays 
7pm to 10pm at Denmead Community Centre. New 
members welcome. For more information contact 
Ros Harrison on 92231135 or visit: bridgewebs.co.uk/
Denmead
CAMEO - We are a ladies social group who meet 
monthly on the 3rd Tuesday, 10am to 12 noon in the 
Hall of the Church of the Sacred Heart, London Road, 
Waterlooville. We have interesting speakers and there 
is always time to chat and make new friends over 
a cup of coffee. If you are interested, ring Maureen 
9226 5685.
DHS Flower Arranging Workshop - Would you like 
to improve your flower arranging skills? A friendly 
group meets monthly to watch a demonstrator and 
then learn to make a similar design. It begins at 7.30 
in Denmead Memorial Hall on the second Wednesday 
of the month. We welcome visitors. Please call Trish 
Bailey on 07947 611699 for more details
Waterlooville and Cowplain Allotments and 
Gardens Association - Shop open at Garage Site, 
Forest End 10:00 to 11:30 on Saturdays.
Cowplain Methodist Church - The Methodist church 
have moved from Horndean and now meet every Sun-
day from 10.30am - 11.30am at The Borrow Centre, 
London Road, Cowplain. All most welcome.

Dates for your Diary 
Rowans Volunteer Recruitment Day 7th March at 
9:00 am - Could you give the gift of time? Come 
along to the Hospice and find out all about the varied 
volunteer roles we have throughout the Hospice, 
Living Well Centre, with our Veterans Support Service, 
at fundraising events and in our retail shops. Talk to 
other volunteers and staff to find out how donating 
your time will make a real difference to Hospice care 
in your community. Visit events.rowanshospice.co.uk/
events/volunteer-recruitment-day-2020/
Waterlooville Probus Club - Provides a meeting 
place for retired or semi-retired, professional or 
business, ladies and gentlemen. We meet on the 
second Tuesday of each month at The Hampshire 
Hog, Gravel Hill PO8 0QD. Next meeting 10th March, 
12.00 noon to 3.00 pm: guest speaker, Patrick Read, 
the talk: Two Forbidden Places Contact Peter Quine, 
on 079 2662 0530 or e-mail piater89@aol.com
Lovedean Village Hall March 14th Jumble Sale & 
Auction from 1.30 - 2.30 p.m. March 21st Antiques 
Fair from 10a.m. - 1.30 p.m. For more information 
call Cynthia Harris 9259 3904
Enjoy The Colours And Heady Scents Of Spring - 
Purbrook Horticultural Society are holding their Annual 
Spring Show Sunday 22nd March Deverell Hall, Lon-
don Road Purbrook. Doors open at 2pm with awarding 
of Trophies at 4.15pm. Entry by donation. Parking is 
Free. Accompanied children welcome. Refreshments 
available. Stalls selling home-made produce as well 
as plant sales and raffle.
Progression 5km Guided Walk, Staunton Country 
Park Beginning on Monday 23 March, we will be 
starting a new 5k development walk which will take 
in the lovely views of Staunton Country Park and the 
Forest of Bere.  Meeting outside the farm entrance at 
10am, the walks will take place on a fortnightly basis.
Pop Up Cinema at St George’s Hall, Waterlooville 
On 26th March, the Waterlooville Events Team’s 
Monthly Community cinema presents ‘Downton 
Abbey’. Doors open at 7 pm, film starts at 7:30. £5.50 
per ticket (includes a hot drink courtesy of ASDA) and 
a small treat. Loyalty bonus – present 8 film tickets 
from different months and see 1 free film.
Milton Glee Club - Friday 27th March  7:30pm 
Passiontide Concert - St Mary’s Church, Portsmouth 
mgchoir.org/concerts.htm
Purbrook & Widley Rowans Support Group - Spring 
Market Saturday 28th March10am - 12noon  Deverell 
Hall, London Road, Purbrook Free entrance.

The time to be happy is now
The place to be happy is here

The way to be happy is to make others so
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Families of Second World War Crash Pilots Took 
a Trip across the World for Memorial Dedication

In February, the families of the two Australian airmen 
who crashed in Horndean in 1945 made a trip from 
the other side of the world for the official dedication 
of the memorial.
The memorial, situated off Five Heads Road in 
Horndean, was installed earlier this year by Hampshire 
Country Council contractor Skanska, after 13 years of 
fundraising by local group Horndean Children of the 
1940s and the help of grants from East Hampshire 
District Council, Hampshire Country Council and 
other donations.
Cllr Sara Schillemore, district councillor for Horndean 
said: It has been a pleasure to see the memorial finally 
come together. Having the families of the two men at 
the dedication is such an honour.’ The next step will be 
to install and landscape a garden of remembrance at 
the site, which will be maintained by Horndean Parish 
Council, to create a peaceful place where anyone can 
go to reflect

*Bat & Chat
Residents are invited to come along 
and enjoy an exciting and friendly 
game of cricket, at a pace that suits 
everyone.
Havant Borough Council’s ‘Get up 

and Go’ have partnered up with Right at Home and 
Horizon Leisure Centre to bring dementia friendly 
cricket sessions to the residents of Havant Borough 
who are aged 55 and above. This is an opportunity 
for all, carers and people who may have dementia, 
to come along and enjoy a light-hearted game of 
cricket while meeting new people from the area. No 
running required! After the game, sit down, relax and 
have a chat with other residents. Hot drinks will be 
provided for you to enjoy. Sessions take place every 
Wednesday at 2pm in the sports hall at Horizon 
Leisure Centre, Havant, and last for one hour.
Entry is just £2 per person which you can pay on arrival 
or book online at https://www.getupandgohavant.
com/events/cricket-dementia-friendly/
*I was unable to find any suitable clipart so I’ve used 
the image of a real ‘cricket’!

It Happened This Month
In 44 B.C. Julius Caesar was assassinated by a group 
of nobles that included Brutus and Cassius.
In 1681 King Charles II of England granted a huge 
tract of land in the New World to William Penn to 
settle an outstanding debt. The area later became 
Pennsylvania.

Mobility scooters and powered wheelchairs: the 
rules

All information extracted from: https://www.gov.uk/
mobility-scooters-and-powered-wheelchairs-rules/
use-by-nondisabled-people
Overview 
You do not need a licence to drive a mobility scooter 
or powered wheelchair, but you may have to register 
it. Only certain types can be driven on the road.
Mobility scooters and powered wheelchairs come in 
2 categories:
• ‘class 2 invalid carriages’ - these cannot be used 

on the road (except where there is not a pavement) 
and have a maximum speed of 4mph

• ‘class 3 invalid carriages’ - these can be used on 
the road, and have a maximum speed of 4mph off 
the road, and 8mph on the road

You do not need to register a class 2 invalid carriage. 
You must register class 3 invalid carriages.
Eyesight requirements 
There is no legal eyesight requirement to drive mobility 
scooters or powered wheelchairs, but you should 
be able to read a car’s registration number from a 
distance of 12.3 metres (40 feet). You must check 
that you can still do this regularly. You might have to 
pay compensation if you have an accident and poor 
eyesight was part of the cause.
Who can use them? 
You can only drive a mobility scooter or powered 
wheelchair if you:
Have trouble walking because of an injury, physical 
disability or medical condition; are demonstrating the 
vehicle before it’s sold; are training a disabled user; 
are taking the vehicle to or from maintenance or repair.

To be continued. 

Why Do We Say That?
What’s the origin of the phrase: Take a Rain Check? 
Meaning: to take advantage of a cancelled invitation 
at a later date. The phrase is an Americanism that 
may have originated with professional baseball. If you 
purchased a ticket for a game that was later rained 
out (something you as a ticket holder had no control 
over), you were given a rain check, allowing you to 
come back to see a game on another day.

Answers to the quiz:  1. A sheep; 2. Geoff Bezos, the 
owner of Amazon worth 113 billion U.S. Dollars; 3. The 
Republicans; 4. Brig Gen Don Forrester Pratt of the 
U.S. 101st Airborne Division; 5. Alice in Wonderland.


