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NEXT RESIDENTS' ASSOCIATION 
PUBLIC MEETING & AGM
 7.30pm, Thurs 5th March 

St. Wilfrid's Upper Hall  
  All welcome

Registration Open for Continued Free Access to 
Hampshire Household Waste Recycling Centres
Hampshire residents are being asked to register 
their vehicles for continued automatic free access 
to Hampshire Household Waste Recycling Centres 
(HWRCs)
Councillor Rob Humby, Deputy Leader and Executive 
Member for Economy, Transport and Environment 
at Hampshire County Council said: ‘The County 
Council’s extensive network of HWRCs provides one 
of the most efficient, effective and convenient ways for 
residents to recycle and dispose of household waste 
in Hampshire.
‘We know that people living close to the Hampshire 
border often use Hampshire’s HWRCs, and we want 
to continue to accommodate them and encourage 
recycling. However, to make this fair to Hampshire 
council taxpayers who are already contributing to the 
£100million annual costs of dealing with Hampshire’s 
household waste, we are introducing a fee for non-
Hampshire residents of £5 per visit.’
A new resident permit system will begin operating 
later in the year.It will be controlled by Automatic 
Number Plate Recognition (ANPR) and will ensure 
continued free access for Hampshire residents to any 
of Hampshire’s 24 HWRCs to dispose of household 
waste, while access for non-Hampshire residents will 
be for a fee of £5 per visit. Charges for non-household 
waste, including soil and rubble, plasterboard and 
asbestos remain.
Hampshire residents can register up to three 
vehicles via the Hampshire County Council website.

The system will quickly check the registration of the 
cars coming into the site against the number plates 
that have been registered so that Hampshire residents 
can freely enter the sites as many times as they wish, 
without any further checks.
The introduction of this system will allow those living 
outside Hampshire to continue to use Hampshire 
HWRCs while making a contribution towards the costs 
of disposal of their household waste in Hampshire.
Hampshire residents, including those who live in 
Southampton and Portsmouth, have been able to 
register for free access to any Hampshire HWRC 
since December 2019 at: www.hants.gov.uk/vehicle-
registration-hwrc
For residents without internet access, please call 0300 
555 1389 to register.

I don’t believe it!
Some of you may remember the fictional character 
Victor Meldrew, a grumpy old man. Although I don’t 
consider myself old, I’m often grumpy and was heard 
to utter those immortal words that Victor used: “I don’t 
believe it” when, whilst shopping on the 4th January 
2020, I came across Easter Eggs already displayed 
in a shop!

This 
article is 
rubbish!
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New Committee Members Welcomed
At the November 2019 Committee meeting Mr Odell 
and Mr Batchelar were co-opted onto the Committee 
with voting rights; at the forthcoming AGM both 
gentlemen will be nominated for election onto the 
Management Committee.   Mr Odell assumed the role 
of Distribution Manager taking over from Mr Tallyn.

The Ratepayer Is Here For You!
Do you have a club or society that you would like us to 
advertise? Small, non-profit associations can usually 
be advertised free of charge on a regular basis. Just 
contact the compiler or editor, the details are on page 
8.  Also, if we are already running your advert, please 
remember to keep us updated when places, times or 
contact details change.

Aquind Electricity Interconnector
It has been agreed by the Planning Inspectorate that 
the Development Consent Order will be accepted for 
consideration. 
What happens next
Registration closes on Wednesday 19 February at 
23:59
Once the Applicant has published and notified people 
of an accepted application, the Planning Inspectorate 
has approximately three months to prepare for the 
Examination. During this Pre-examination stage, 
you will be able to register to become an Interested 
Party on the application by making a Relevant 
Representation. You will always have at least 28 days 
to register with us*.
An Examining Authority will now be appointed 
to examine the application. All Interested Parties 
and other statutory bodies will be notified of the 
appointment after it has been made.
During the Pre-examination stage, you will be able to:
View the application documents on this project page 
(or contact us to find out where these can be viewed 
locally).
Provide your views in writing via the Relevant 
Representation form available on this project page, 
or by post, at the appropriate time.
Read the views of all who have registered to have their 
say on this application.
Attend the Preliminary Meeting.
*If The Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact 
Assessment) Regulations 2017 apply, this period is 
30 days.
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/
projects/south-east/aquind-interconnector/ is one 
site to visit or: www.aquindconsultation.co.uk or/and 
you can phone Aquind on: 01962 893869

Anticipated project timeline for the Interconnector: 
Spring 2020 – The Planning Inspectorate begins 
examination of the application. Late 2020 – The 
Secretary of State will make the final decision on the 
application. Early 2021 - If approved, construction 
works for AQUIND Interconnector will begin. 2023 
- AQUIND Interconnector will become operational.

Planning Applications you may find interesting:
Proposal: Replacement of the existing 14.7m (48 
feet) column with a new 20m (65 feet) column along 
with additional cabinets and ancillary development.  
Location:  Land adjacent to, numbers 90-92 
Hambledon Road, Waterlooville. This change of aerial 
height is for the 5G network. APP/19/01200 refers.
Proposal: Hybrid planning application comprising; full 
planning application for the erection of 130 dwellings 
with the creation of new access onto College Road, 
landscape, drainage, car parking and associated 
works; and outline planning application for up to 650 
dwellings, community and nursery facility, retail unit, 
public open space, landscaping, diversion of public 
right of way and associated works and infrastructure. 
Location: Land East Of, College Road, Campdown, 
Purbrook (to the east of Southdowns College). 
APP/19/01101 refers.

Ron’s Quiz
Q. 1. If it takes 1 machine 1 minute to make 1 toy, how 
long would it take 100 machines to make 100 toys?
Q. 2. Name 5 Consecutive Months the initials of which 
spell out a man’s name?
Q. 3. The 1983 George Michael Song ‘Last Christmas’ 
was recorded in which month August, September or 
October?
Q. 4. In which part of the body would a pirate keep 
his treasure?
Q. 5. For what delicacy is Whitstable famous for?
Q. 6. What is a rhetorical question?
Q. 7. What Royal Navy ship left Portsmouth Harbour 
in 2013 never to return?
Q. 8. What’s the minimum age for a horse to enter The 
Grand National 5, 6 or 7?
Q. 9. In what year was the Russian satellite Sputnik 
launched 1957, 1967 or 1977?
Q. 10. In the song ‘A Tavern in The Town’ what type 
of tree is mentioned?
Answers on Page 9.

No one ever ruined their eyesight by looking 
on the bright side.
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WATERLOOVILLE AND DISTRICT
RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

(Covering the Wards of Cowplain, Stakes, Waterlooville 
and Hart Plain including part of Lovedean)

President: 
Vice President:    
Chairman: Mr.Geoff Lynch   07703 881754
Vice Chairman:  Mr. Malcolm O'Donnell  
Hon. Treasurer: Mr. N. Chedzey, 103 Sutton Road, 
Cowplain, Waterlooville, PO8 8PT,   9242 6575
Hon. Secretary & Minutes Secretary, Deputy Editor &
Magazine Compiler Mrs.Hazel Matthews  9226 8780
Distribution Manager: w.e.f. 5th March 2020 Mr M. Odell 
Tel: 92645793

Chairmanship / Advertising
There are no advertising spaces available. For enquiries 
please contact Geoff Lynch, Chairman & Business Manager/
Editor at: 11 Ruskin Way, Waterlooville, PO8 8JX or Email: 
business@theratepayer.co.uk or  07703 881754.

Magazine Content
To submit an article, correct an existing entry or comment 
on a recent feature please contact Hazel Matthews, the 
Magazine Compiler on 9226 8780 or Email: compiler@
theratepayer.co.uk

Give Blood 
Regular blood donor sessions are held at the: 

Waterlooville Community Centre, Havant Public 
Service Plaza and Horndean Technology College. 
Visit: www.blood.co.uk or ring 0300 123 23 23 for 

details 

USEFUL INFORMATION
Police Front Desk 
Waterlooville Police Station - Open Thursday to Saturday 
9am - 5pm. Closed 1:0 to 2pm.
Havant Police Station - Open Monday to Wednesday 9:0 to 
5 pm. Closed 1:0 to 2:0 
Ring 999 in emergencies, 101 for non-emergency calls or 
leave information only messages, in strict confidence, on  
Crimestoppers  0800 555 111.

Registrar of Births, Deaths and Marriages 
Meridian Centre, Havant, PO9 1UN or Havant Public Service 
Plaza, Civic Centre Road, Havant, PO9 2AX. Ring: 0300 555 
1392 to arrange an appointment.

Waterlooville, Purbrook and Cowplain Good Neighbours 
- For shopping, transport to medical appointments, home 
visits etc. All volunteers are DBS checked; donations to cover 
expenses are requested. Please ring the Help Line on 9226 
6005 Mon to Fri for full details

The Samaritans - Offer a confidential service for those 
in crisis 24 hours a day. Ring 116 123 from any phone.
The Silver Line - Provides a 24 hour helpline, available 
365 days a year and offers friendship, information and 
advice. Call:  0800 4 70 80 90.    

Community Centres & Halls for Hire
Acorn Centre, Eagle Avenue, Wecock Farm, Contact 
9225 8423
Age Concern, The Borrow Centre, London Road, 
Cowplain, Contact 9226 6423
Bedhampton Community Centre, 21 Bedhampton 
Road, Contact 9248 0654
Cowplain Activity Centre, Padnell Rd, Contact 9226 
7029
Denmead Baptist Church - The Cornerstone, 22 
Mead End Road, Denmead.  Contact 9307 8372
Deverell Hall, London Rd, Purbrook, Contact 0330 
223 2953
Hayling Island Community Centre, Hayling Park, 
Station Road, Contact 9246 7545
Leigh Park Community Centre, Dunsbury Way, Leigh 
Park, Contact 9248 4071
Lovedean Village Hall, 160 Lovedean Lane, 
Lovedean, Contact 9259 3904
Merchistoun Hall, 106 Portsmouth Rd, Horndean, 
Contact 9259 7114
Phoenix Community Association, Crookhorn Lane, 
Waterlooville, Contact 9224 0114
Sacred Heart Parish Centre, Hall Hire. Tel: 9226 9348
Springwood Community Building, Springwood 
Avenue, Waterlooville, Contact 9223 0330,
St Wilfrid’s Church - Padnell Road Cowplain, Contact 
9226 2295 Tue to Fri 100.00 to 12 noon.
Waterlooville Community Centre, Maurepas Way, 
Contact 9225 6823
Westbrook Hall, Tempest Avenue, Cowplain, Contact 
9226 356531

Community Wins with Lottery Grants
Havant Borough Council is delighted to announce 
details of the latest groups who have benefitted from 
the Havant Borough Community Lottery. Grants 
totalling more than £9,000 have been awarded to 
10 lucky groups who offer activities and projects to 
residents of all ages in the borough, encouraging 
them to live well and feel well. Good causes applied 
to the Lottery Community Fund and have been 
awarded grants for new equipment, to help organise 
events and to provide ongoing activities. One grant 
will be used to install a bird hide and wetlands area 
for school pupils to enjoy. The good causes who 
successfully applied for grants include: Homestart, 
Hayling Island - £2,500 / The Spring, Havant - £1,500 / 
MHA Live at Home, Havant - £1,000 / Heart of Hayling 
Boxing Club - £799.50 / Many Shades of Grey Walking 
Football Club, Havant - £600 / Morelands Primary 
School, Waterlooville - £500 / Waterlooville Bowling 
Club - £465 /



9

Local Information 
The Gospel Road Community Choir - Are looking for 
new members. We meet on a Thursday evening, 7:00 
– 9:00 pm, term time only, at the Church of the Good 
Shepherd in Crookhorn. No auditions necessary. Ring 
07453 294335 for more information.
Waterlooville Bowling Club - Jubilee Park. Open all 
year, all weather surface. Taster sessions offered. Visit: 
www.waterloovillebowling.club
Grandparents and Toddlers Group - Monday from 
10.00 - 11.45.a.m. in Blendworth Church Centre, 
Blendworth Lane. Looking for somewhere local to go 
with your grandchild and pre-school infant and also 
get to meet new people and have a chat? This may 
be your answer! Join a highly successful and thriving 
community that enjoys a weekly get together and you 
do not need to be associated with our churches.
Contact either Val Griffiths 9259 7417 or Annie Reeves 
9279 2035 for more information.
Havant Borough Talking Newspaper - A registered 
charity whose aim and purpose is to help bring the 
local news to blind and visually impaired adults in the 
Borough of Havant.
For further details on receiving the talking news and 
magazines, becoming a volunteer or ‘Friend’. Email: 
admin@hbtn.org.uk or phone 9248 0101.
Horndean and District U3A - Have a wide range of 
interest groups ranging from Art and Computing to 
Whist and Walking. Visit: u3asites.org.uk/horndean/
groups for more information.
Waterlooville Macular Support Group - Age 
Concern, Borrow Centre. Meet monthly 2nd Thursday, 
1:30 to 3:30 pm.
Havant Macular Support Group - United Reform 
Church. Meets monthly 4th Thursday 1:30 to 3:30. 
Contact: 0300 3030 111 for details.
Havant Freegle - Stuff you don’t need? Freegle it! 
Don’t throw it away - give it away on Freegle! You might 
not need that old sofa or wheelbarrow any more - but 
there might be someone just round the corner who 
does. Visit: ilovefreegle.org
Breathe Easy Waterlooville Support Group - The 
group meet to support everyone with a lung disease. 
We meet on the 1st Wednesday of the month, 
(excluding January) 2:00-4:00 at Waterlooville 
Community Centre. Donations for refreshments, raffle 
to help cover the cost of room hire. Call 0300 303 0253 
for more information.
Bingo - Wed 6:30 to 9:30 pm at Age Concern Borrow 
Centre, Padnell Road.  www.ageconcerncowplain.
org.uk
Table Tennis - At the Borrow Centre is open to 
everyone regardless of standard. Tuesday 4:15 to 
6:15, Wednesday 10:00 to 12:00  and Friday 7:00 to 
9:00 pm. Contact 9226 6423

www.theratepayer.co.uk

Dates for your Diary 
Live Music at Waterlooville Bandstand - Presented 
by The Flash Radio Station Every 3rd Saturday of 
the month from 11am until 2 pm. Find the Flash on 
104.3 FM.
Dementia Café - The Dementia cafe is held in The 
Waterlooville Community Centre on the 4th Monday 
of the month from 11am -12:30pm. The cafe has been 
set up for people with dementia, their family and their 
carers.  Tea and coffee will be served and there will be 
activities and trained staff to answer any questions.
Waterlooville Probus Club - provides a meeting place 
for retired or semi-retired, professional or business, 
ladies and gentlemen. We meet on the second 
Tuesday of each month at The Hampshire Hog, Gravel 
Hill PO8 0QD. Next meeting 11th February, 12.00 noon 
to 3.00 pm: for the AGM. Contact Peter Quine, 07926 
620530 or e-mail peterpia1989@outlook.com.
Pop up Cinema at St George’s Hall, Waterlooville 
Thursday 27th Feb - The Waterlooville Events Team’s 
Monthly Community cinema presents ‘Judy’. Doors 
open at 7 pm, film starts at 7:30. £5.50 per ticket 
(includes a hot drink courtesy of ASDA) and a small 
treat. Loyalty bonus – present 8 film tickets from 
different months and see 1 free film. (Restricted to 
one person per year and ends in December 2020).

Bereavement Coffee Morning - A bereavement social 
club coffee morning is held at St George’s church hall 
every second Monday of the month 10:00 to 12:00. 
Cost? A donation. It is a very friendly group, open 
to anyone who may be bereaved however long ago 
or recently. We organise trips and outings. For more 
information call Linda 078 3445 7284

Badminton for Mature Ladies - Every Monday at 
Cowplain Activity Centre, 1:30 – 3:00 pm. £2.50 per 
session. Ring Chris on 07545 318614 for further 
details.
Answers to the quiz:  1. One minute; 2. July, August, 
September, October and November; 3. August; 4. In 
your chest; 5. Oysters; 6. A question that does not 
need an answer; 7. The aircraft carrier Ark Royal; 8. 
Age 7; 9. 1967; 10. A weeping willow tree.
Volunteers Wanted for Citizens Advice - Havant 
Citizens Advice is looking for volunteers who could 
help in a variety of roles.They are looking for people 
to train as advisers, admin volunteers, trustees, 
research and campaigns volunteers and volunteers on 
our Work Out Your Money project in the community.
There’s lots of information and a quiz on the Charity’s 
website to help you choose which role might suit you 
best. Further info from recruit@cahavant.org.uk or 
visit www.citizensadvicehavant.org/join-the-cab.html.
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What’s the origin of the phrase Hair of the Dog?
Meaning: a hangover cure in which one drinks a mild 
alcoholic beverage the day after a drinking binge; 
treating an illness with more of what caused it. Origin: 
Most believe the phrase originated in the 16th century. 
During that time (and for 200 years thereafter), it was 
common practice for doctors to treat people bitten by 
rabid dogs by dressing the wound using burned hair 
from the animal that bit them.
It Happened This Month
1782 The British Parliament votes to abandon the 
American War of Independence. Perhaps they 
were more concerned about the potential threat to 
Fishguard!
1897 The Women’s Institute was founded in Ontario, 
Canada by Mrs Adelaide Hoodless.
1975 Iron Lady Margaret Thatcher becomes the first 
woman leader of the British Conservative Party.
Community Transport Keeping You on the Move - 
Remember that if you are looking for transport for your 
group, we have a fleet of fully accessible minibuses 
for you to hire. Our services run across Winchester, 
Havant, East Hampshire, Fareham & Gosport and 
Basingstoke. Please do get in touch with our friendly 
transport team are here to help!
cfirst.org.uk/transport/groups/minibus-hire/
An amusing story – Listening to the radio whilst he 
drove in Lincolnshire the late naturalist David Bellamy 
heard about a radio competition that asked members 
of the public to phone-in with an impersonation of, 
yes himself, David Bellamy! David found a phone 
box, stopped his car and rang in using a false name. 
He came third!

Havant Borough Council invests in town centre’s 
future to kickstart regeneration

Havant Borough Council has purchased the Meridian 
Shopping Centre and the Bulbeck Road Car Park 
as part of its proactive approach to successfully 
regenerate the area. The council has developed an 
ambitious regeneration strategy and it is taking the 
lead to transform the borough with much-needed 
homes, jobs and facilities for residents. The purchase 
of the shopping centre demonstrates the council’s 
total commitment and leadership to ensure the 
area is transformed to meet the changing needs of 
its residents, businesses and visitors. Its hands-on 
approach is already underway as it has secured 
£3.4million to redevelop its car park at the Public 
Service Plaza. The Meridian Shopping Centre is at the 
very heart of the town and will be a catalyst to secure 
private and public sector investment. Havant Borough 
Council bought the centre

for £4.1m and Full Council gave approval for the 
purchase in March and Cabinet verified the purchase 
on 18 December. The transaction was finalised 
following the completion of extensive ‘due diligence’ 
checks. Property management company Montagu 
Evans will run the centre, which contains 35 retail 
units which are a mix of local and national retailers 
and 380 car parking spaces covering more than 
121,441sqft arranged over two levels. The purchase 
has been funded from the Public Works Loans Board. 
The car parks will then be run as council car parks and 
charged accordingly. For the first time, blue badge 
holders will be able to now park for FREE at both 
sites, providing easy access to the heart of Havant. 
The regeneration of Havant town centre kickstarts the 
council’s regeneration strategy that also includes other 
key sites across the borough including Waterlooville 
town centre, Leigh Park centre and Hayling Island 
seafront. 
Comment: Now we’ll await Waterlooville’s turn.

Top Dog Gets Special Recycling Award
Havant Borough Council has rewarded a special dog 
for her environmental efforts. Koko, an eight-year-old 
Staffordshire Bull Terrier regularly picks up bottles 
during her walks which are then recycled by her 
owner and local resident Talan James. After sharing 
their story with us, Koko and Talan were invited to 
meet the Mayor of Havant and presented with the 
‘Canine Award for Services to the Environment’. This 
prestigious award is given to clever canines doing 
their bit for the environment - with Koko being the very 
first to receive it. During her visit, she also enjoyed 
some doggy treats and showed off her collection of 
plastic bottles ready to be recycled. Koko has been 
an eco-warrior ever since she was taught how to 
fetch using plastic bottles as a puppy. Over the years, 
it’s estimated she has helped recycle more than a 
thousand items littered in parks across the borough. 
Recycling a single plastic bottle will save enough 
energy to power a lightbulb for three hours or more. 
The Mayor of Havant, Councillor Diana Patrick, said: 
‘When we heard about Koko’s amazing work we felt 
she deserved a special award. She’s truly a special 
dog, and her efforts show how doing something 
little each day can make a big difference to the local 
environment.’ Havant Borough Council has already 
taken steps to become greener by working with Final 
Straw Solent to reduce plastic waste in the borough, 
and by stopping the use of plastic cups and straws at 
the Plaza. In addition, council staff have set up their 
own TerraCycle scheme to ensure their used plastics 
don’t go to waste.


