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Poppy Appeal Results

Local inventor, engineer and racing driver, 
Beatrice Shilling OBE, has been commemorated 
by the unveil ing of a special plaque at 
Waterlooville Library.
The Mayor of Havant, Councillor Peter Wade, 
unveiled the plaque at 10am on Friday 8 March 
– which was both International Women’s Day and 
the day which would have marked Ms Shilling’s 
110th birthday.
Beatrice, born and raised in Waterlooville, 
was a leading engineer for the Royal Aircraft 
Establishment (RAE), inventor and amateur 
racing driver who was awarded an OBE for her 
work and broke new ground for women in the 
engineering.
During the Second World War, she invented the 
‘Shilling Penny’ which was pivotal to ensuring 
the Spitfire had a steady supply of fuel while in 
combat. Her innovation was first trialled during 
the Battle of Britain and saved the lives of 
countless RAF pilots over the course of WWII.
The Mayor of Havant said: “Beatrice Shilling 
OBE was a pioneering woman who was pivotal 
in the war effort and inspirational for many. I am 
honoured to be unveiling this plaque celebrating 
her achievements.”
Ms Shilling’s name is also being used for a new 
care home development, Shilling Place, at 38-44 
London Road, Waterlooville.

Copyright Dave Jacobs and licensed for reuse under this Creative Commons 
Licence

NEXT RESIDENTS' ASSOCIATION  
PUBLIC MEETING 

 7.30pm, Thursday 9th May in
Waterlooville Community Centre 

  All welcome

www.theratepayer.co.uk

Mayor Unveils Plaque Celebrating Waterlooville 
Pioneer Beatrice Shilling OBE

Residents warned of fraudsters posing as 
council pest control officers

Havant Borough Council has been made aware that 
persons, claiming to be from the council, are offering 
pest control services. Residents have been contacted 
both in person and by telephone being quoted 
substantial amounts of money to deal with issues 
involving rats and other pests.
Havant Borough Council does NOT undertake 
any kind of residential door-to-door or cold calling 
offering services such as this. If you receive a visit 
from someone claiming to be from Havant Borough 
Council you should:
Ask to see the persons ID - all staff from Havant 
Borough Council carry an ID badge with their name, 
job title and the council’s logo on it and details on 
the back of the card should you wish to confirm the 
identity of the person.
Not invite anyone into your home without being certain 
of their identification. Not agree to any services that 
you are uncertain about or have not requested
Notify Havant Borough Council on 9244 6019, 
Hampshire County Council, Trading Standards and 
the police. For more details on trading standards and 
to report issues please visit: www.hants.gov.uk
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Snagging – by Geoff Lynch
In the building trade snagging means: “the process 
of checking a new building for minor faults that need 
to be rectified.”  Considering all the new houses 
being built you could be forgiven for thinking that 
developers are now, or should be, capable of building 
houses that a free of snags or at least only have a 
few. Unfortunately you would be wrong. I’ve recently 
read that one couple found more than 700 snags 
in their new build!  So many complaints have now 
been received that the government are considering 
allowing purchasers to withhold from developers as 
much as 5% of the purchase price, possibly for up to 
six months. For example: 5% of £300,000 is £15,000 
- ouch! One journalist compared the building trade 
of today with the British car industry of the 1970s – 
then you may recall we did not build very good cars 
until Japanese cars arrived, gosh with radios fitted! 
Obviously some developers are better than others but 
the principle of having the right to withhold part of the 
purchase price might just concentrate the minds of 
some developers who simply need to up their game.   

Veterans ID Card
Havant Borough Council has supported a new ID 
card for armed forces veterans. Former servicemen 
are eligible for various benefits but there is currently 
no quick and easy way for them to prove they are 
veterans. The Ministry of Defence’s card will help 
public sector services and charities to recognise those 
who have served their country.
Havant Borough Council has signed up to the Armed 
Forces Covenant, a voluntary statement of mutual 
support between a civilian community and its local 
veterans.
Councillor Gary Hughes, Havant Borough Council’s 
Armed Forces Covenant Representative and Royal 
Navy veteran, welcomed the news of the new ID 
card.  He said: “These cards will acknowledge the 
commitment and dedication of those who have 
served our country. I hope they can provide ex-
service personnel with a vital link to access their local 
community and essential services.”
The card will not be held by all veterans as it is being 
rolled out in tranches. The absence of a veteran ID 
card should not be seen as proof that a person is not 
a veteran and existing verification methods should be 
used in that case. Visit: www.veterans-uk.info

Cowplain Short Mat Bowls The Borrow Centre. 
Wednesday 10:00 – 12:00 noon. Play For Fun 

Contact Jeanne or David 9225 0719

Party in the Precinct 18 May from 11:00 am Visit 
Waterlooville Precinct and join in the fun! Live music 
and entertainment, Fun Fair, Mucky Bucket farm, stalls 
and games. Waterlooville Library - Make a crown to 
wear at the Party in the Precinct - Saturday 4 May and 
Saturday 11 May at 10am and 11am and Thursday 16 
May at 4pm and 5pm; also Crown Making Workshop 
18 May. Booking Essential. Call into the Library and 
speak to a member of staff on the Ground Floor help 
desk.

The Waterlooville Music Festival
The 2019 Festival starts on the 8th June and features 
the usual wide range of music. To get your ticket, visit 
http://www.stgeorgesnews.org/wmf/ to book.

The Gospel Road Community Choir - Are looking 
for new members. They meet on a Thursday evening, 
7:00 – 9:00 pm, term time only, at the Church of 
the Good Shepherd in Crookhorn. No auditions 
necessary. Ring 07453 294335 for more information.
Badminton For Mature Ladies - Held every Monday 
at Cowplain Activity Centre, 2:00 – 3:30 pm. Charge 
of £1.50 per session includes light refreshments. Ring 
either 07545 318614 or 9236 1756 for further details.
Short Mat Bowls Cowplain Activity Centre. Monday 
9:30 – 12:30 Wed/Thu 1:30pm – 4:30 £3.00 price 
includes Tea/Coffee Biscuits Friendly group, new 
members always welcome. No dress code just soft 
shoes. Contact 9226 7029
Cowplain Bowling Club welcomes new members, 
beginners and experienced. Facilities available to 
enable disabled people to bowl. New outdoor all 
weather surface allows enables bowling all year round. 
Free coaching for beginners. Contact Al Joyner on 
9259 6042
Denmead Bowling Club welcomes new members, 
beginners and experienced. Taster sessions arranged, 
coaching available. Tel 9226 9405 or visit our website 
www.denmeadbowlingclub.weebly.com.
Horndean Short Mat Bowls Merchistoun Hall, 
Portsmouth Road, Horndean, Tuesdays 1.00 - 3pm, 
2nd/4th & 5th Wednesday of each month 2:00 
-  3:45pm. Visit www.merchistounhall.co.ukContact 
9259 7114
Purbrook Short Mat Bowls  - Contact 9311 6131, 
Robert Young
Waterlooville Bowling Club - Open all year, Outdoor 
Rink. Mr D Holt 9378 6809
Bingo each Wed at 6:30 to 9:30 pm at Age Concern 
Borrow Centre, Padnell Road Contact 9234 3709
Bingo at St George’s Church Hall, Waterlooville 
every Tues 2.00 to 4pm.
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WATERLOOVILLE AND DISTRICT
RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

(Covering the Wards of Cowplain, Stakes, Waterlooville 
and Hart Plain including part of Lovedean)

President: 
Vice President:   
Chairman: Mr.Geoff Lynch   07703 881754
Vice Chairman:  Mr. Malcolm O'Donnell
Hon. Treasurer: Mr. N. Chedzey, 103 Sutton Road, 
Cowplain, Waterlooville, PO8 8PT,   9242 6575
Hon. Secretary & Minutes Secretary, Deputy Editor &
Magazine Compiler Mrs.Hazel Matthews 9226 8780
Distribution Manager: Mr. K. Tallyn   9225 2594 
                          Email: kgtallyn@btinternet.com

Chairmanship / Advertising From June there is advertising 
space available. For enquiries please contact Geoff Lynch, 
Chairman & Business Manager/Editor at: 11 Ruskin Way, 
Waterlooville, PO8 8JX or Email: business@theratepayer.
co.uk or  07703 881754.

Magazine Content
To submit an article, correct an existing entry or comment 
on a recent feature please contact Hazel Matthews, the 
Magazine Compiler on 9226 8780 or Email: compiler@
theratepayer.co.uk

Give Blood 
Regular blood donor sessions are held at the: 
Waterlooville Community Centre, Havant Plaza and 
Horndean Campus. Visit: www.blood.co.uk or ring 
0300 123 23 23 for details 

USEFUL INFORMATION
Police Front Desk - Waterlooville Police Station - Open 
Friday to Saturday 8am - 8pm, Sunday 9am - 5pm; (closed 
2pm to to 2.45pm on Sundays and all day on Bank Holidays)
Havant Police, Civic Centre Road, Havant. Ring 999 
in emergencies, 101 for non-emergency calls or leave 
information only messages, in strict confidence, on  
Crimestoppers  0800 555 111. 

Registrar of Births, Deaths and Marriages: Havant
Library, 1st Floor Meridian Centre, Havant, PO9 1UN or 
Havant Plaza Registration Office, Civic Centre Road, Havant, 
PO9 2AX. This is a part time office; you will need to book 
an appointment prior to attending to register a birth or 
death or to give notice of marriage/civil partnership.Tel: 0300 
555 1392; Phone lines open Monday to Friday 8am - 8pm, 
Saturday 9.30am - 4pm

Waterlooville, Purbrook and Cowplain Good Neighbours 
- For shopping, transport to medical appointments, home 
visits etc. All volunteers are DBS checked; donations to cover 
expenses are requested. Please ring the Help Line on 9226 
6005 Mon to Fri for full details

Women’s Institutes
www.hampshirewi.org.uk
Catherington W.I., Village Hall, Catherington Lane, 
Second Wednesday of Each Month
Cowplain W.I., Cowplain Scout Hall Padnell Avenue, 
First Thursday of Each Month, Contact Jenny 9225 
2629
Denmead Belles W.I., Denmead Memorial Hall, 1st 
Wednesday of the month at 7.30pm, Contact Judith 
9278 0558
Denvilles W.I., Havant Meeting Place, Elm Lane, First 
Wednesday of Each Month Excluding August
Horndean W.I., Blendworth Church Hall, Blendworth 
Lane, Horndean, Second Tuesday of Each Month.
Lovedean W.I., Lovedean Village Hall, Second 
Tuesday of Each Month Excluding August, Contact 
Celia 9259 5142
Padnell Park W.I., Westbrook Hall Community Centre, 
Tempest Avenue, Fourth Thursday of Each Month
Contact 9226 2761
Purbrook W.I., Deverell Hall, Purbrook, Waterlooville 
PO7 5JU, Second Thursday of Each Month, Contact 
Thelma on 9226 4186
Stakes W.I., Deverell Hall, Purbrook, Waterlooville 
PO7 5JU, Third Thursday of Each Month, Contact 
Chris 9226 9197
Waterlooville W.I. Berewood Primary School, 
Kentidge Way, Waterlooville, PO7 3BE http://tinyurl.
com/pcgxmzc 01962 852721

The Samaritans - Offer a confidential service for 
those in crisis 24 hours a day. Volunteers do one duty 
per week plus one night duty a month. Interested in 
volunteering? There are many roles in Samaritans. 
In addition to the team of listening volunteers who 
answer the helpline phones in our Portsmouth Centre, 
we also need support volunteers who can help with 
fundraising, publicity and promoting our work. If 
you feel our work is worthwhile and you have a few 
spare hours each week, please Email: Portsmouth@
samaritans.org

Bereavement Coffee Morning
A bereavement social club coffee morning is held 
at St George’s church hall every second Monday of 
each month, 10.00 to 12.00 am. Cost? A donation.  It 
is a very friendly group open to anyone who may be 
bereaved however long ago or recent. We do organise 
trips and outings. Please pass this message on to 
anyone you feel may benefit from this support group 
in what is often a difficult time. For more information 
give Hilary a call on 07900 516158.

Lonely? ‘The Silver Line’ is a free, 24 hour ‘phone 
service for elderly people who miss having someone 
to regularly talk to, who need advice or are suffering 
from abuse or neglect. Call 0800 4 70 80 90. www.
thesilverline.org.uk
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Local Information 
Tea Dance – Waterlooville Community Centre every 
Monday from 2 - 4.30 pm, costs £3, this includes tea 
or coffee and a biscuit.
Blendworth Brass Band - We rehearse at the 
Blendworth Church Hall, Blendworth Lane on 
Thursday evenings from 7:30 pm to 9:30 pm. We offer 
both full band and/or small groups with a good library 
of quality music ranging from popular hits, through 
to light and classical; we can provide a programme 
for most occasions. Email: BlendworthBrassBand@
gmail.com or phone: 07443 495676 /9259 4485
Horndean and District U3A is a friendly group for 
retired or semi-retired people determined to stay 
active in mind and body. Monthly general meetings 
are held at Merchistoun Hall on the first Friday each 
month at 2pm and there are a wide range of interest 
groups ranging from Art and Computing, to Walking 
and Whist. Details: u3asites.org.uk/horndean or just 
come along and join the fun.
Waterlooville Macular Support Group - Meet 2nd 
Thursday of each month, from 1:30 to 3:30 pm, at the 
Age Concern Borrow Day Centre, Cowplain. 
Havant Macular Support Group - United Reform 
Church, North Street/Elm Lane Corner. Group meets 
on 4th Thursday of each month 1:30 to 3:30pm. 
Helpline 0300 3030 111
Tai-Chai: The Borrow Centre, London Road, Cowplain. 
Monday 3:00 - 4:00. Ring 9226 6423 for further details.
Havant Borough Talking Newspaper, 19 East Street, 
Havant. A registered charity whose aim and purpose 
is to help bring the local news to blind and visually 
impaired adults in the Borough of Havant. Details: 
admin@hbtn.org.uk or phone 9248 0101. Our phone 
is not manned 24/7 but if you leave a message it will 
be picked up.
Portsmouth and District Beekeepers’ Association 
- The Portsmouth Beekeepers’ Association exists to 
promote the craft of beekeeping and increase public 
awareness of bees and their contribution to the ecology 
around Portsmouth. Visit: portsmouthbeekeepers.
co.uk.
Citizens Advice – Waterlooville Library - Drop In 
Hours Monday and Thursday 10:00 am - 2:00 pm in 
the Reference Library on the 2nd Floor. Extra sessions 
on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays 3:00 pm – 6:00 pm. 24 
hour online Advice and webchat www.citizensadvice.
org.uk. Phone 0344 411 1306

Dates for your Diary 
Lovedean Village Hall Saturday 11th May - Jumble 
Sales and Auctions from 1:30. For more information 
call Cynthia Harris 9259 3904
Car Boot Sale, Waterlooville Precinct - The car boot 
sales are on the first Sunday in the month between 
March and October. Sellers from 9.15am. Entry by 
clock at Nat West. £5 car or £8 van or car with trailer. 
Hard standing.
May Day Arts Trail - will run on the weekend of 11 & 
12 May at venues on Hayling Island. Havant Borough 
Artists will be exhibiting at one of the multi artist 
venues on Hayling Island which include Hayling Island 
Community Centre, Northney Barn and Radford Hall 
Guide Hut. See maydaysartstrail.co.uk for information.
Waterlooville Probus Club provides a meeting place 
for retired or semi-retired, professional or business, 
ladies and gentlemen. Meet on the second Tuesday 
of each month at The Chairmakers, Worlds End, 
Hambledon, PO7 4QX. Next meeting 14th May, 12.00 
noon to 3.00 pm: guest speaker, Dawn Perrier, the talk: 
The Mary Rose.’ Contact Peter Quine, on 079 2662 
0530 or e-mail peterpia1989@outlook.com.
Waterlooville Library Death in Peking – 8th 
May 2:00 – 4:00 pm - Ticket price £3 Who Really 
Killed Pamela Werner - An author-led interactive 
book presentation. Author and retired police officer 
Graeme Sheppard investigates this infamous cold 
case. Peking, a freezing morning in January 1937, 
and a young woman, Pamela Werner, is discovered 
murdered by the old city wall. Most mysteriously, her 
heart has also been stolen. The crime defeated the 
British and Chinese police and went unsolved. Eighty 
years on, the murder theories of Pamela’s father 
are unpicked and shown to be wrong. Examine the 
evidence, investigate the crime, and discover the real 
offender from among the nine possible suspects. 
For a deeper investigation, copies of the book will be 
available for sale and signing on the night. Booking 
essential. Ring 92252608 or visit the Library
Waterlooville Library History of Hattingley Valley 
Wines 23 May 6:00 – 8:00 pm - Ticket price £12 
Discovery the History of Hattingley Valley Wines. 
Hattingley Valley is a family owned business located in 
Hampshire proudly making premium English sparkling 
wines. Come and hear about the history of History 
of Hattingley Valley followed by a tasting from their 
current range. Booking essential. Ring 9225 2608 or 
visit the Library

The next meeting of the Waterlooville Community 
/ Business will be on  Tuesday 21 May at 7pm in St. 

Georges Church, Waterlooville.
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England Gets the Habit
By Hazel Matthews

Copyright Jaggery and licensed for use under this 

Creative Commons Licence

The first coffee house, see photograph above, in 
England was opened in Oxford in 1650 in a building 
now known as the Grand Cafe.
The first London coffee house was opened in 1652 
in St Michael’s Alley, Cornhill. They swiftly became 
popular and by 1675, a mere five years later there 
were over 3,000 coffee establishments in England.
Whilst the taste of coffee was according to the 
accounts of the time, actually quite disgusting, the 
caffeine in it and the ‘buzz’ it provided, proved quite 
addictive.
Reasoned and sober debates were held on matters 
of politics, science, literature, poetry, commerce 
and religion, so much so that London coffee houses 
became known as ‘penny universities’, as that was the 
price of a cup of coffee. Influential customers included 
Samuel Pepys, John Dryden, Alexander Pope and 
Isaac Newton.
Anyone of any social class could frequent the coffee 
houses, and they became associated with equality and 
republicanism. In 1675, alarmed by such freedom of 
discussion, Charles II made an attempt to ban them, 
which caused such a public outcry that the idea was 
withdrawn.
In 1698, Jonathan’s Coffee House had a regular 
clientele who met to set stock and commodity 
prices, the humble beginnings of the London Stock 
Exchange.
Auctions in salesrooms attached to coffee houses 
were the beginnings of the great auction houses of 
Sotheby’s and Christies.
Lloyd’s of London had its origins in Lloyds Coffee 
House on Lombard Street, run by Edward Lloyd, 
where merchants, shippers and underwriters of ship 
insurance met to do business.

At this time, many people believed that coffee had 
medicinal properties. Physicians often recommended 
coffee for medicinal purposes and some prescribed it 
as a cure for ‘nervous disorders.’
At this stage, as women were banned from coffee 
houses, it is possible that many men needed to steady 
their nerves before returning home.

To be continued

Meet The Bird Aware Rangers!
Havant Borough Council is proud to be an active 
partner in Bird Aware Solent - a partnership of local 
councils and conservation bodies that aims to protect 
important species of bird.
Funded by contributions from developments, the 
partnership’s aim is to raise awareness of these 
amazing birds and help people to enjoy the coast 
without disturbing them.
Our borough is fortunate enough to not only be 
blessed with 60 kilometres of coastline, but one 
that is of international importance. The coastline 
around Havant is protected by law and recognised 
internationally for its ecological value.
Both Langstone and Chichester Harbours have been 
designated as a Specials Protection Area (SPA) and 
10% of the UK population of Brent Geese rely on these 
areas to survive.
A dedicated team of Bird Aware rangers work year-
round, meeting residents and helping them to best 
enjoy our coast while limiting bird disturbance. They 
work tirelessly and, in addition to their work on our 
coastline, hold a range of family events and activities 
throughout the year.
Langstone Harbour - and the wider Solent region as 
a whole - is home to a wealth of birds which return 
to ‘overwinter’ along our coastline, surviving on the 
rich food resource it provides. Several internationally 
important species rely on our coastline, including the 
ringed plover and black-tailed godwit who are on the 
RSPB’s red list – the highest conversation priority and 
requiring urgent action. 
Bird Aware Solent sends out regular updates about 
the work it does including news, events and much 
more. If you would like to receive these then visit the 
website at birdaware.org

Havant Freegle - Stuff you don’t need? Freegle it! 
Don’t throw it away – give it away on Freegle! You 
might not need that old sofa or wheelbarrow any more 
– but there might be someone just round the corner 
who does. Visit: ilovefreegle.org


