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MIKE ATTRIDGE
'BRICKWORK'

DECORATIVE GARDEN WALLS,
PATIOS AND ALL OTHER

BRICKWORK UNDERTAKEN

Free estimates with no obligation
Horndean-Lovedean-Cowplain

Clanfield-Waterlooville

 07833 254322 / 023 9236 5234

RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION  PUBLIC MEETING
7. 30PM, THURSDAY 11 MAY IN WATERLOOVILLE

COMMUNITY CENTRE
&

THURSDAY 13 JULY COWPLAIN ACTIVITY CENTRE -
ALL WELCOME

History of Hayling Island Rail Line Steams
into View with Unveiling Of New Panels

Copyright Ian Taylor and licensed for use
under this Creative Commons Licence

New interpretation
panels have been
unveiled detailing the
historic route of a former
steam railway on
Hayling Island thanks to
a partnership project
between Havant
Borough Council,
Hampshire County
Council and Hayling's

BEST volunteer group to secure funding from the Heritage
Lottery Fund (HLF).
The Hayling Billy Heritage Project has produced five panels
along the five-mile route which provide information on the
railway’s history from its heyday to its decline, and the
revival of the route for walkers, cyclists and horse riders.
Councillor Faith Ponsonby, Mayor of Havant, said: ‘I was
delighted to attend and unveil this new information panel
which tells the story of the trains that took so many people
down to our lovely Hayling beaches. It was good to meet
members of the community who have been involved in
caring for the trail, as well as County Councillor Gibson
who has encouraged the County Council to invest in this
part of the Shipwrights’ long distance walk. Many people
from across the borough walk or cycle down the Billy Line
Trail, and the information panels are a fantastic way of
extending the enjoyment and sharing the history of the
trail, as well as the wonderful views over the harbour, and
all the wildlife just a short distance from the bustle of Havant
Town.’
The Hayling Billy railway opened in 1865, linking rail stations
at Havant and Hayling Island. In its heyday, steam
locomotives transported freight and passengers,
particularly to Hayling Island beach during the summer.
However, over time it became expensive to run, until 1963
when the last train steamed across it.
The rails were torn up and the sleepers moved elsewhere,
leaving the route overgrown with weeds and bramble
before volunteers started to clear the route in the 1980s.
Hampshire County Council has maintained it as a coastal
trail since 1988, resurfacing sections over a number of
years.
In 2013, 50 years after the last train, HLF awarded £89,000

to the Hayling Billy Heritage Project, which included
resurfacing, drainage works, new interpretation panels
and the restoration of a former Hayling Billy Line signal
from around 1950. Today, the Hayling Billy Trail is a popular
five-mile combined footpath, bridleway and cycleway -
part of route 2 of the National Cycle Network.
The County Council has also commissioned a series of
wildlife panels to complement the HLF panels which will be
erected later this spring along the trail.

Waterlooville Bandstand 20th May - 11:00 – 14:00 Rock
and Roll Saturday featuring Luna Blue and Marmalade
Moonshine.
Milton Glee Club Spring Concert - Sun 21st May
15:00.Royal Marine Assoc. Concert Bandand guest Lizz
Lipscombe. Box office, Portsmouth Guildhall 9387 0200
The Car Boot Sale in Waterlooville Precinct is on the first
Sunday in the month, from 10am till 1pm (sellers have
access from 9.15am)
May Day Arts Trail Havant and Waterlooville 20th and
21st May - See www.maydaysartstrail.co.uk for more
information.
Lovedean Village Hall. - For information ring Cynthia
Harris 9259 3904. Jumble Sale & Auction Sat 13th May
from 1.30 p.m.
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Happy Birthday to the Salon!

Country Dancing For All

Copyright Ken Matthews

Jane Austen’s Fake Marriage Document to be
Showcased by Hampshire County Council

Archives and Local Studies
Hampshire Archives and Local Studies will be showcasing
an unusual document thought to be among Jane Austen’s
first pieces of fiction - a fake marriage entry and
proclamation of marriage to two separate men she playfully
wrote for herself in her teens.
Located within the Steventon marriage register for 1755-
1812, Jane Austen’s hand-written notes appear in the
specimen entries at the front of the book. The register not
only reveals a fictitious entry for the publication of banns –
a proclamation of marriage - between Henry Frederic
Howard Fitzwilliam of London, and Jane Austen of
Steventon, but also a fictitious entry for the marriage of
Edmund Arthur William Mortimer of Liverpool and Jane
Austen of Steventon. Whether or not Fitzwilliam or Mortimer
actually existed is a mystery. Jane had easy access to
these documents as her father George Austen was the
rector of the parish of Steventon, near Basingstoke.
Hampshire County Council’s Executive Member for
Culture, Recreation and Countryside, Councillor Andrew
Gibson, said: ‘In the year when we celebrate 200 years
since her death, this unique document uncovers another
side to Jane Austen’s character. Jane would have been in
her teens when she wrote these fake marriage entries,
and some could say it reveals a mischievous side during
her younger years.’
Jane spent much of her relatively short life in Hampshire.
She was born in Steventon near Basingstoke in December
1775 and spent her childhood there before settling in
Chawton where she wrote Sense and Sensibility, Mansfield
Park and Emma. Ill health brought her to Winchester for
the last six weeks of her life. She died in July 1817, aged
41, and is buried in Winchester Cathedral.
Councillor Gibson added: ‘We are incredibly proud of
Jane Austen’s legacy in Hampshire and we are busy
planning various Jane Austen 200 celebrations across the
County Council’s libraries, country parks and other venues,
for everyone to enjoy. This includes the fake marriage
entries which go on public display in May at Winchester
Discovery Centre as part of the Mysterious Miss Austen
exhibition, in collaboration with Hampshire Cultural Trust.’

County Council Set To Commit Extra Resource to
Tackle Fly-Tipping

Hampshire County Council is proposing to set up a
dedicated resource in Trading Standards to work
exclusively on reducing fly-tipping. The resource would
focus on improving reporting and intelligence to increase
prosecutions, as well as promoting ways the public can
help.
Councillor Rob Humby, Executive Member for Environment
and Transport at Hampshire County Council, said: ‘For
too long, some people feel they have been able to get
away with blighting the countryside while leaving the
council taxpayer

to pick up the bill. One of the major challenges in tackling
fly-tipping is the range of organisations involved. This is
why we’ve been working with our partners including the
Police, all of the Districts and Borough Councils across
Hampshire, Southampton and Portsmouth City Councils,
the Environment Agency and rural associations, on a
Hampshire wide plan of action to show unscrupulous
individuals that fly-tipping will not be tolerated.
As well as improved reporting and enforcement, a key
strand of this work will be co-ordinating with partner
organisations to publicise a few simple steps that
householders and businesses can take to have peace of
mind that any waste taken away by contractors is being
done so legally and responsibly, and doesn’t end up fly-
tipped.’
Hampshire has also opened up Household Waste
Recycling Centres to small and medium sized enterprises
for the first time.This provides a legal and cost effective
place for businesses to recycle and dispose of waste.

Do You Know Anyone Who Needs Help
Accessing Library Books/Audio Books?

The Home Library Service is for anyone who finds it difficult
to get to their nearest library due to ill health, disability or
caring responsibilities. We can usually arrange for one of
our local volunteers to visit to exchange library materials
on a monthly basis.We appreciate that often the social
contact with a volunteer is as important as the library items
they choose and deliver. This service is free and available
in all Hampshire County Council libraries. There are no
charges to hire audio books, and no overdue charges for
late returns. All our volunteers are DBS (CRB) checked
and comply with instructions and standards as set out by
library staff.
We can deliver a wide range of fiction and non-fiction
books in standard and large print formats, specialist books
and items from our Reminiscence collection, audio books
on CD, MP3 CD (a whole book on one disc) and Playaways
which are easy to use digital players. We can also offer
National Talking newspapers and Magazines which we
will download onto a memory stick for you to listen to
through any device with an MP3 USB connection.
If you know someone who could benefit from this service,
please talk to staff at your nearest library, call us on 0300
555 1387, or apply online at https://www.hants.gov.uk/
l i b r a r i e s a n d a r c h i v e s / l i b r a r y / s e r v i c e s f o r y o u /
homelibraryservice

Rowlands Castle Craft Fayre - Parish Hall, Links Lane,
Rowlands Castle PO9 6AD. Sat 6 May10am to 1pm.Free
admission. Refreshments available. Many crafts
represented. Facebook at Rowlands Castle Craft Fayre.

Spring Fayre St Wilfrid’s Church Saturday 13th May
10am – 1pm - Lots of activities to keep children of all ages
entertained, including our famous bacon butties, Lovely
Plant & Cake stalls, bric-a-brac sale, raffles, etc. Padnell
Road, Waterlooville. Visit www.stwilfridscowplain.co.uk
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WATERLOOVILLE AND DISTRICT
RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

(Covering the Wards of Cowplain, Stakes, Waterlooville
and Hart Plain including part of Lovedean)

President: Mr. D. Pink  9224 0653
Vice President: Mrs J. Rea
Chairman: Mr.Geoff Lynch  07703 881754
Vice Chairman:  Position vacant
Hon. Treasurer: Mr. N. Chedzey, 103 Sutton Road,
Cowplain, Waterlooville, PO8 8PT,  9242 6575
Hon. Secretary & Minutes Secretary &
Deputy Editor: Mrs.Hazel Matthews 9226 8780
Distribution Manager: Mr. K. Tallyn  9225 2594

No advertising space is available. For general business
and advertising enquiries please contact Geoff Lynch
Chairman & Business Manager/Editor at: 11 Ruskin Way,
Waterloovil le, PO8 8JX or Email:
business@theratepayer.co.uk or  07703 881754.

NEXT BLOOD DONATION SESSION

Chairmanship / Advertising

Magazine Content
To submit an article, correct an existing entry or comment
on a recent feature please contact Hazel Matthews, the
Deputy Editor on 9226 8780 or Email:
compiler@theratepayer.co.uk

Havant Plaza Tue 6th June 13:00-15:30 & 16:30-19:30
Horndean Tech. College Fri 2nd June 1300-1530 &

1620-1945
National Blood Service Website - www.blood.co.uk.

Pre-book appointments can be booked via the website
or on 0300 123 23 23

Bereavement Coffee Morning
A bereavement social club coffee morning is held at St
George’s church hall every second Monday of each
month, 10.00 to 12.00 am. Cost? A donation. It is a very
friendly group open to anyone who may be bereaved
however long ago or recent. We do organise trips and
outings. Please pass this message on to anyone you feel
may benefit from this support group in what is often a
difficult time. For more information give Linda a call on
07834 457284.

Citizens Advice Bureau, Waterlooville Library
Drop in Hours Monday and Thursday 10 am – 2 pm in the
Reference Library on the 2nd floor. 24 Hour online advice
and webchat www.citizensadvice.org.uk Phone 0344 411
1306.

Waterlooville Police Station Swiss Road - Friday and
Saturday 8 am – 8 pm. Sunday 9 am – 5 pm (closed 2 pm
– 2:45 pm on Sunday) Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday
and Thursday – closed. Bank Holidays - closed

Havant Police Station Civic Centre Road
Monday to Thursday 8 am – 8 pm

Friday, Saturday and Sunday – closed
Bank Holidays - closed

Ring 999 in emergencies, 101 for non-emergency calls
or leave information only messages, in strict confidence,

on Crimestoppers 0800 555 111.

Waterlooville Community Centre Tue 11th July 10:35 -
13:30 and 15:00 - 17:45

Registrar of Births, Deaths and Marriages
Havant Library, 1st Floor Meridian Centre, Havant, PO9
1UN or Havant Plaza Registration Office, Civic Centre Road,
Havant, PO9 2AX. These are part time offices; Telephone
0300 555 1392 for an appointment to register a birth or
death or to give notice of marriage/civil partnership. Phone
lines open Monday to Friday 8 am – 8 pm, Saturday 9.30
am – 4 pm

The Silver Line - Lonely? The Silver Line is the only
free confidential helpline providing information,

friendship and advice to older people, open 24 hours a
day, every day of the year. Call 0800 4 70 80 90 or

Email www.thesilverline.org.uk

Waterlooville, Purbrook and Cowplain Good Neighbours - For
shopping, transport to medical appointments, home visits
etc. All volunteers are DBS checked and donations to cover
expenses are requested. Please ring the Help Line on 9226
6005 Mon to Fri for full details.

24 Hour online advice and webchat
www.citizensadvice.org.uk Phone 0344 411 1306

www.theratepayer.co.uk

Women’s Institutes
www.hampshirewi.org.uk
Catherington W.I. Village Hall, Catherington Lane, Second
Wednesday of Each Month
Cowplain W.I. Cowplain Scout Hall Padnell Avenue, First
and Third Thursday of Each Month. Contact 01962 852721
Denvilles W.I. Havant Meeting Place, Elm Lane, First
Wednesday of Each Month Excluding August
Horndean W.I.Blendworth Church Hall, Blendworth Lane,
Horndean, Second Tuesday of Each Month.
Lovedean W.I. Lovedean Village Hall, Second Tuesday of
Each Month Excluding August. Contact Celia 9259 5142
Padnell Park W.I. Westbrook Hall Community Centre,
Tempest Avenue, Fourth Thursday of Each Month. Contact
9226 2761
Purbrook W.I. Deverell Hall, Purbrook, Waterlooville PO7
5JU, Second Thursday of Each Month. Contact Thelma on
9226 4186
Stakes W.I. Deverell Hall, Purbrook, Waterlooville PO7 5JU,
Third Thursday of Each Month. Contact Chris 9226 9197
Waterlooville W.I. Berewood Primary School, Kentidge Way,
Waterlooville, PO7 3BE. http:/tinyurl.com/pcgxmzc. 01962
852721

The Rowans Woofs & Wellies - 21st May 10:00am -
12:00pm Stansted Park, Rowlands Castle. Choose a 3km
or 6km walk, decided on the day. Registration Fee: £5 per
dog and they can bring as many humans as they like!
Sponsorship Pledge:Suggested target of £25 per dog.
Contact: 9223 7142
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Dates for your DiaryLocal Information

Community Independence - If you are 55 the Community
Independence Team can help by providing you and your
family with:
specialist help if you are experiencing difficulties around
the home, or with managing everyday activities, or if you
are concerned about your health and wellbeing help with
linking you into appropriate health and community services
support, advice and guidance on a range of issues such
as keeping warm, safe, fit and eating well support to know
what social or leisure opportunities are available and how
to access them. Contact Adult Services: 0300 555 1386.
Opening times 8.30am to 5pm, Monday to Thursday and
8.30am to 4.30pm Friday.
Keep Fit for Mature Ladies - Held at Lovedean Village
Hall on Wednesdays at 1.45 during the school term. Contact
Stella 9259 3383
Scrabble Club - Waterlooville Community Centre,
Wednesday afternoon from 1.30pm. New members are
always welcome and for a small charge of £2 per player
this represents a very reasonable afternoon’s
entertainment! Ring 9225 6823 for more information.
Forest of Bere Bowmen - Established in 1974, Forest of
Bere Bowmen has grown to be one of the largest target
archery clubs in Hampshire. We are based in Horndean,
near Portsmouth, just off the A3(M). We have access to
our own sheltered outdoor shooting ground that is available
seven days a week. For winter shooting we meet twice a
week at a local church hall in Bedhampton. Our archers
have the support of a qualified coaching team and the
club has many experienced archers including those that
have shot at national levels. We have both senior members
and an active junior section. Email:
fobbcommittee@yahoo.co.uk.
Whist Club - Held at Lovedean Village Hall needs new
members. Meetings are held every Monday and
Wednesday starting at 7.30pm. For more information on
this friendly group, ring 9225 4393
Badminton for Mature Ladies - Every Monday 2:00 –
4:00 pm at Lovedean Village Hall. Charge of £1.50 per
session includes light refreshments. Ring Janet on 9225
5553 for more information.
Active Coffee Morning for Seniors - These new active
coffee mornings for seniors will take place on the first
Tuesday of the month, from 10 until 12.30 at the Beacon,
Meridian Centre, Havant. Table tennis,indoor bowls and
board games are available. Entry is £1 to include a hot
drink and biscuit served in the hall. All are welcome.
Community Coffee Cup, Cowplain - This service is
available in the Westbrook Community Hall in Tempest
Avenue, Cowplain from 10am to 12noon every Saturday
morning. Free refreshments, including beverages and
biscuits, cakes and toast are available for all who use this
friendly and welcoming facility. Toys and games are
available for accompanied children.

The Development of British Military Aviation Thurs
11th May 6 p.m. FAST Film Archive presentation with Ashley
Morgan at Waterlooville Library. The RAE at Farnborough
became one of the most successful aeronautical research
organisations in the world with some of the greatest
advances in aviation technology emanating from its
laboratories. This illustrated presentation looks at many of
their trials and tribulations which were captured on film to
aid the scientists and engineers in their analysis. Tickets,
£5.00, available from the library, on 9225 2608 or online at
www.hants.gov.uk/shop. Advanced booking is essential.
An Evening Of Clairvoyance 25th May 7.30 pm -
Waterlooville Library welcomes popular spiritualist medium
Jenny Docherty for a demonstration of clairvoyance. Jenny
has been a serving medium for over twenty years and has
demonstrated her mediumship in theatres across England,
Scotland and Wales, giving spiritual readings to people
from all walks of life including celebrities. Creating a warm
and friendly atmosphere with her great sense of humour,
Jenny speaks as she finds. Tickets £8 (including
refreshments) available from the library, or 9225 2608 or
online at www.hants.gov.uk/shop. Advanced booking is
essential.
Denmead Rowans Support Group 6th May - Super
Saturday  Crafts and Hats and Handbags Sale. All this
and coffee and cakes too! Denmead All Saints Church
Hall 10 to 12pm
Happy’s Circus is coming to town! 25th May 6.00 – 8.00
pm - Berewood Primary School, Kentidge Way,
Waterlooville. Event starts at 5pm, with fair games such as
hook the duck and coconut shy, along with food and drink
stalls, and a fantastic raffle. Circus commences at 6pm. £8
per ticket or four tickets for £28. Under 2s free if sat on
lap. This is a fundraising event run by the Berewood
Primary School PTA. Entry via pre-bought tickets only –
contact Jenbish2@hotmail.com or
office@berewoodprimary.co.uk.
Waterlooville Probus Club - The next meeting is on 9th
May, 12.00 to 3.00 pm. A guest speaker will give a
presentation entitled Hampshire and Isle of Wight Air
Ambulance’. Contact Peter Quine, on 07926 620530 or
Email to peterpia1989@outlook.com.
Plant Sale and Spring Fayre - Sat 6th May 1.00 - 2.30
Napier Hall Horndean Baptist Church, PO8 9EL. Buy
spring plants - Free cuppa - Craft Stall -Face Painting -
cake and other stalls. Funds raised to the Stroke
Association and the KIDS charity supporting children with
disabilities.
Pop Up Cinema May 25th May - At St George’s Church
Hall, Waterlooville, PO7 7EH. 4th Thur of every month at
7.30. Doors open 7pm. Tickets £6 each Refreshments and
treats will be for sale on the night. Information:
w a t e r l o o v i l l e . e v e n t s @ g m a i l . c o m
www.mywaterlooville.co.uk
Waterlooville Bandstand 20th May - 11:00 – 14:00 Rock
and Roll Saturday featuring Luna Blue and Marmalade
Moonshine.
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After

The Joy of Buses    By Peter Derham
During the 52 years of my married life to Pauline, and me
being a registered blind person, our transport was by car
and my wife was the driver, although she was a paraplegic
and had to drive using hand controls, needless to say the
car was the main method of transport for us, but since my
wife passed away on May 9th 2015 things have had to
change drastically and buses have played a big part in
that.
Initially I was lost and was like a fish out of water, for my life
had changed from a full timer carer looking after my wife
24 hours a day, (she had had to give up driving 18 months
earlier) to 24 hours a day with nothing to do, that’s not
strictly true, because the first few months after her death
were involved in sorting out our affairs and as I was the
only family member she had, apart from her sister who is
in Australia and is well in her 90s, it fell to me, but I must say
I had a lot of help from some very good neighbours who
transported me wherever I needed to go.
Once I had come to terms with my new life, I realised I
needed to create a new set of values to live by as I only
had myself to look after now and I got too depressed just
sitting about at home.
So began my new life on the buses, initially I would just get
on a bus and go wherever it went and have a look round
and come back again, but after studying the local time
tables and worked out the connections, I became aware
of all the places I could go and as time was my enemy it
did not matter how long it took.
The 7 and 39 services run just round the corner from me
and link up with the 37 and 8 in Waterlooville and from the
7 or 8 I can link to the 3 for Fareham via Cosham and go
straight to Southsea sea front and Gunwharf with the 7 &
8, the 39 goes to Havant where I can link to the 700 to
Chichester and Bognor, and the 30/31 to Hayling Island.
Now I have become a regular bus user and that has given
me a new life. Not only have the buses become a great
convenience to me and allowed me to travel widely in the
area, but I have met a whole new range of people, both
travellers and drivers who now welcome me onto their
buses as a friend.
So I have no complaints about my bus service as it has
become an extension of my life and I could not fulfil it
without them, it allows me to do all my shopping
requirements and gets me to all my medical and dental
appointments, as well as the joy of just getting out and
about, seeing and doing the things I need and want to do.

Hampshire Fire and Rescue Service Advice - BBQ
Safety

General do’s and don’ts when using a barbecue: don’t
cook if you’re affected by alcohol or prescription drugs;
never leave barbecues unattended; never take a barbecue
of any kind, or lit charcoal into an enclosed space like a
tent or awning, the carbon monoxide it gives off could kill
you; keep a bucket of water, sand or a garden hose nearby
in case of emergencies; set up your barbecue on level

Portsmouth Chorus Seeks New Members
The ORIGINAL Portsmouth Choir – perfect for every
‘young-at-heart’singer (aged 18-108)!
We sing a vibrant mix of choral, pop and show songs in a
traditional SATB arrangement with piano accompaniment.
We perform three concerts a year alongside some guest
musicians and award-winning artists. We rehearse during
term times at St Colman’s Church Hall in Cosham, on
Monday evenings from 7.15 to 9pm (with a 10-15 min
break in the middle for tea and a chat!). Our membership
fees are £80 per year (that’s about £2.50 per week!) but
you can attend a few rehearsals for free untilyou decide if
we’re the right choir for you.If you love singing and would
like to join a friendly choirthen why not come along and
see for yourself! It’s easier for everyone if we’re expecting
you so pleasesend us an emailto let us know when you’ll
be coming, or message us on Facebook
@ThePortsmouthChorus or Twitter @portsmouthchoir  We
look forward to meeting you.

Bi - Energy Therapy - With Sue Kaemena Mon 22nd May
10:30 am - 12:.30 at the Denvilles House Langstone
Conservative Club 33 Emsworth Road, Havant. Entrance
Fee £4. Further Details Helen 01329 287481, John 01243
551854 or Pam 01243 373033. These talks are aimed at
promoting health awareness and self-help for all and to
raise funds for CancerWise at Tavern House, 4 City
Business Centre, Basin Road, Chichester, a meeting place
for people diagnosed with cancer.
Padnell Infant School Summer Fayre 14th May 11:00 –
2:00pm - Please save this date for a fantastic day!
Follow the Yellow Brock Road - Langstone Conservative
Club, 33 Emsworth Road, Havant, PO9 2SN on Sat 3rd

June 12pm onwards. Music will be provided by the
Langstone Big Band and their vocalist, Jill Langford. Fancy
Dress optional Hog Roast, Lunches and Cream Teas by
Chef Sam, Ice-creams by Northney Ice-cream, various
stalls.
By supporting Sue Ryder you help us run hospices and
neurological care centres. Visit 3-4 Wellington Way, grab
yourself a bargain. Ring Roy or Sharon on 9226 8746 to
volunteer.

ground away from bushes, fences, tents or other structures;
leave plenty of room around your barbecue, so you don’t
have to squeeze past it; be careful when cooking fatty
foods, the dripping fat can cause the barbecue to flare
up; make sure the coals are cool before you move the
barbecue. Once cool, dispose of the ashes safely - never
place them in dustbins.
For gas barbecue users: make sure the tap is turned off
before changing the gas cylinder, do it outside in the open
air or in a well ventilated place; when you’ve finished
cooking, turn off the gas cylinders before you turn off the
barbecue controls, this will use up any gas in the pipeline;
if you suspect a leak to the gas cylinder or pipe work,
brush soapy water around all joints and watch for bubbles.
If you find a leaky joint, tighten it gently - do not over-
tighten; store gas cylinders outside, away from frost and
direct sunlight.


