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Poppy Appeal Results
The Royal Victoria Country Park opened the doors 
to its chapel on 1 August following a £3.5 million 
refurbishment. The historic chapel is all that remains 
of the British Army’s first purpose built military 
hospital and the exciting £3.5 million Heritage Lottery 
Fund project has seen the restoration of the original 
Victorian interiors, the creation of a new exhibition, 
visitor facilities and outdoor information points.                                
Contd.page 4

RESIDENTS' ASSOCIATION  PUBLIC 
MEETING 7.30pm, Thursday 11th October in

Waterlooville Community Centre  -  All 
welcome 

The next Business/Community meeting will be 
held on Thursday 4th October at 7pm at the Baptist 
Church, London Road, Waterlooville. This follows a 
well attended meeting held in July in WACA.

County Council plans better targeted NHS health 
checks

As part of a new £9 million contract with health 
providers starting in April 2019, Hampshire County 
Council is aiming to increase the uptake of checks 
by Hampshire residents, particularly those most at 
risk of developing cardiovascular disease. Councillor 
Patricia Stallard, Executive Member for Public Health 
said: “The County Council is responsible for ensuring 
Hampshire residents aged 40-75 are invited for regular 
health reviews by their GP surgeries. Currently just 
under half of those invited take up the offer of a check. 
This is something we want to see improve, so through 
a new contract with GPs and other health providers, we 
are aiming to increase this, particularly among patients 
considered most at risk of cardiovascular disease. 
“To do this, we are working with the Swan Medical 
Group in Petersfield to test a wide range of ways to 
increase participation. Learning from this trial will be 
shared with other health providers to help increase the 
numbers attending, particularly from high risk groups.” 
The NHS Health Check programme aims to prevent 
heart disease, stroke, type 2 diabetes and kidney 
disease, and raise awareness of dementia both across 
the population and within high risk and vulnerable 
groups. 
Health checks are normally undertaken by practice 
nursing teams. Once the health assessment is 
complete, those receiving a check are given 
appropriate advice to help them manage and reduce 
their risk of becoming unwell. This advice will be 
tailored to suit the person’s individual needs. If 
necessary people will be directed to 
either County Council commissioned public health 
support services such as weight management 
support, or referred for a clinical follow up with their 
GP. Cardiovascular disease is the second most 
common cause of death in Hampshire. According to 
the British Heart Foundation, healthcare costs relating 
to cardiovascular disease are estimated at £9 billion 
each year.

Royal Victoria Chapel
 Uncovering the Stories Of The 
Royal Victoria Military Hospital

Copyright Dave Jacobs and licensed for reuse under this Creative Commons 
Licence
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Visitors can now explore the unique military past 
of the site and walk in the footsteps of the patients, 
doctors and nurses of the once vast and imposing 
Royal Victoria Military Hospital.  If you have a head for 
heights, the tower of the Royal Victoria Chapel offers 
perfect views across the surrounding Hampshire 
countryside. On a good day, you can see across to 
the Isle of Wight, Southampton docks and can even 
spot the Spinnaker Tower in Portsmouth.
Visitors can also marvel at the newly painted ceiling 
and conserved stained windows from the chapel 
balcony, which is being opened up to the public for 
the very first time in many years.
The Royal Victoria Chapel stands on the edge of 
Southampton Water and is an iconic local landmark, 
with its impressive tower rising 150ft to an elegant 
domed cupola. The Royal Victoria Hospital was 
opened by Queen Victoria in 1863 and served the 
British military for over a century, stretching for a 
quarter of a mile along the shoreline. As the British 
Army’s first purpose built hospital, the Royal Victoria 
was a unique and ambitious project which would help 
change the face of the medical world.

There’s Never Been A Better Time to Volunteer!
Have you ever thought about volunteering, but don’t 
know where to look?  The benefits can be great – it 
can help to reduce your stress levels, you can make 
new friends, learn new skills, and even advance your 
career. Giving to others can also help protect your 
mental and physical health. 
Community First is a charity which helps people 
across Havant Borough to find the right volunteer 
opportunity. Julie Eden, its Volunteer Service Co-
ordinator, advises: ‘We have lots of local organisations 
who are keen to have some new volunteers.  No matter 
what your interest, whether it’s helping older people 
or children or doing some conservation work we can 
help find the right opportunity for you.’
So what are you waiting for? To find out more about 
volunteering in your local area please contact the 
Volunteer Service on 0300 500 8085 option 1, Email 
julie.eden@cfirst.org.uk or look on our website www.
volunteerwessex.org.

Hearing Aid Batteries – free batteries are available 
from the Waterlooville Community Centre on 
Wednesdays between 10am and 2pm. 

It’s Coming!
It’s that time of year when 
people are making plans 
for their Christmas Fetes, 
Fayres and other events. 

We are happy to advertise them, free of charge if they 
are for a good cause but please, please remember 
I need six weeks’ notice, more if possible. Email me 
at: compiler@theratepayer.co.uk with details of your 
event.

Young Herbert’s Horrors - A pirate themed theatre 
performance coming to Waterlooville Library on 
Tuesday 9th Oct at 4pm. Book your tickets in advance 
from the library reception or the Spring then pay 
what you decide after you’ve seen the show. Limited 
spaces, booking required. Tickets available from 
library reception 9247 2700 or www.thespring.co.uk
St Wilfrid’s Church, Padnell Road - is holding its 
popular Weekend Art Exhibition, from Sat 13th Oct 
10-4 and Sun 14th Oct 11-4. We will also have a 
tombola and raffle and serve light refreshments. This 
year we will be supporting two Charities, BBC Children 
in Need and St. Wilfrid’s Church. Look out for Pudsey!
Wanted! The Springwood Community Centre at 110 
Springwood Avenue, Waterlooville, PO7 8BJ is in need 
of a Treasurer. This voluntary position requires the 
applicant to have knowledge of internet banking and 
banking procedures and also have financial knowledge 
for submitting grant applications. Interested? Tel: 9223 
0330 or:  office@springwoodcommunitycentre.com
Horizon Angling Club, change of contact details:         
Please now contact Fred Mock 9226 5648.
Waterlooville Camera Club - We are a friendly and 
inclusive club that welcomes people of all ages and 
abilities. The club will cover skills evenings, talks/
exhibitions, group outings and much more. Our 
main aim as a club is for like-minded people to get 
together to talk about a subject we all love and most 
of all to have fun. We meet on the 1st and 3rd Monday 
of each month, September to May. Contact Selina at: 
slinky718@yahoo.co.uk.
Needlecraft Club at Waterlooville Library - Meets 
every Wednesday. Are you interested in embroidery, 
patchwork, cross stitch or tapestry? Then come along 
and join our club; a great opportunity to meet others 
and share ideas. Please bring your own materials. 
Every Wednesday, 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm. For further 
information please telephone the library on 9225 
2608. Cost-free.
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WATERLOOVILLE AND DISTRICT
RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

(Covering the Wards of Cowplain, Stakes, Waterlooville 
and Hart Plain including part of Lovedean)

President: 
Vice President: Mrs J. Rea  

Chairman: Mr.Geoff Lynch   07703 881754
Vice Chairman:  Mr. Malcolm O'Donnell
Hon. Treasurer: Mr. N. Chedzey, 103 Sutton Road, 
Cowplain, Waterlooville, PO8 8PT,   9242 6575
Hon. Secretary & Minutes Secretary &
Magazine Compiler Mrs.Hazel Matthews 9226 8780
Distribution Manager: Mr. K. Tallyn   9225 2594

Chairmanship / Advertising

There are no advertising spaces available. For enquiries 
please contact Geoff Lynch Chairman & Business Manager/
Editor at: 11 Ruskin Way, Waterlooville, PO8 8JX or Email: 
business@theratepayer.co.uk or  07703 881754.

Magazine Content
To submit an article, correct an existing entry or comment 
on a recent feature please contact Hazel Matthews, the 
Magazine Compiler on 9226 8780 or Email: compiler@
theratepayer.co.uk

Give Blood 
Regular blood donor sessions are held at the: 

Waterlooville Community Centre, Havant Plaza and 
Horndean Campus. Visit: www.blood.co.uk or ring 

0300 123 23 23 for details 

USEFUL INFORMATION
Police Front Desk - Waterlooville Police Station - Open 
Friday to Saturday 8am - 8pm, Sunday 9am - 5pm; (closed 
2pm to to 2.45pm on Sundays and all day on Bank Holidays)
Havant Police, Civic Centre Road, Havant. Ring 999 
in emergencies, 101 for non-emergency calls or leave 
information only messages, in strict confidence, on  
Crimestoppers  0800 555 111. 

Registrar of Births, Deaths and Marriages: Havant
Library, 1st Floor Meridian Centre, Havant, PO9 1UN or 
Havant Plaza Registration Office, Civic Centre Road, Havant, 
PO9 2AX. This is a part time office; you will need to book 
an appointment prior to attending to register a birth or 
death or to give notice of marriage/civil partnership.Tel: 0300 
555 1392; Phone lines open Monday to Friday 8am - 8pm, 
Saturday 9.30am - 4pm

Waterlooville, Purbrook and Cowplain Good Neighbours 
- For shopping, transport to medical appointments, home 
visits etc. All volunteers are DBS checked; donations to cover 
expenses are requested. Please ring the Help Line on 9226 
6005 Mon to Fri for full details

www.theratepayer.co.uk

Women’s Institutes
www.hampshirewi.org.uk
Catherington W.I., Village Hall, Catherington Lane, 
Second Wednesday of Each Month
Cowplain W.I., Cowplain Scout Hall Padnell Avenue, 
First Thursday of Each Month, Contact Jenny 9225 
2629
Denvilles W.I., Havant Meeting Place, Elm Lane, First 
Wednesday of Each Month Excluding August
Horndean W.I., Blendworth Church Hall, Blendworth 
Lane, Horndean, Second Tuesday of Each Month.
Lovedean W.I., Lovedean Village Hall, Second 
Tuesday of Each Month Excluding August, Contact 
Celia 9259 5142
Padnell Park W.I., Westbrook Hall Community Centre, 
Tempest Avenue, Fourth Thursday of Each Month
Contact 9226 2761
Purbrook W.I., Deverell Hall, Purbrook, Waterlooville 
PO7 5JU, Second Thursday of Each Month, Contact 
Thelma on 9226 4186
Stakes W.I., Deverell Hall, Purbrook, Waterlooville 
PO7 5JU, Third Thursday of Each Month, Contact 
Chris 9226 9197
Waterlooville W.I. Berewood Primary School, 
Kentidge Way, Waterlooville, PO7 3BE http://tinyurl.
com/pcgxmzc 01962 852721

Bereavement Coffee Morning
A bereavement social club coffee morning is held 
at St George’s church hall every second Monday of 
each month, 10.00 to 12.00 am. Cost? A donation.  It 
is a very friendly group open to anyone who may be 
bereaved however long ago or recent. We do organise 
trips and outings. Please pass this message on to 
anyone you feel may benefit from this support group 
in what is often a difficult time. For more information 
give Linda a call on 07834 457284

Lonely? ‘The Silver Line’ is a free, 24 hour ‘phone 
service for elderly people who miss having someone 
to regularly talk to, who need advice or are suffering 
from abuse or neglect. Call 0800 4 70 80 90. www.
thesilverline.org.uk

The Samaritans
Offer a confidential service for those in crisis 24 hours 
a day. Volunteers do one duty per week plus one night 
duty a month. Interested in volunteering? There are 
many roles in Samaritans. In addition to the team of 
listening volunteers who answer the helpline phones 
in our Portsmouth Centre, we also need support 
volunteers who can help with fundraising, publicity and 
promoting out work. If you feel our work is worthwhile 
and you have a few spare hours each week we want 
to hear from you and will be happy to send you further 
information. Email Portsmouth@samaritans.org
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Local Information 
Community Independence - If you are 55 the 
Community Independence Team can help by 
providing you and your family with: specialist help 
if you are experiencing difficulties around the home, 
or with managing everyday activities, or if you are 
concerned about your health and wellbeing: help with 
linking you into appropriate health and community 
services: support, advice and guidance on a range of 
issues such as keeping warm, safe, fit and eating well: 
support to know what social or leisure opportunities 
are available and how to access them. Contact Adult 
Services: 0300 555 1386
Opening times 8.30am to 5pm, Monday to Thursday 
and 8.30am to 4.30pm Friday
Keep Fit For Mature Ladies - Held at Lovedean 
Village Hall on Wednesdays at 1.45 during the school 
term. Contact Stella 9259 3383
Scrabble Club  Waterlooville Community Centre - 
Wednesday afternoon from 1.30pm. New members 
are always welcome and for a small charge of £2 per 
player this represents a very reasonable afternoon’s 
entertainment! Tel: 9225 6823.
Forest of Bere Bowmen - Established in 1974, 
Forest of Bere Bowmen has grown to be one of 
the largest target archery clubs in Hampshire. We 
are based in Horndean, just off the A3(M). We have 
access to our own sheltered outdoor shooting ground 
that is available seven days a week. For winter 
shooting we meet twice a week at a local church 
hall in Bedhampton. Our archers have the support 
of a qualified coaching team and the club has many 
experienced archers including those that have shot 
at national levels. We have both senior members and 
an active junior section.
Email: fobbcommittee@yahoo.co.uk
Rowlands Castle Painting Society meets at the 
Rowlands Castle Parish Hall  PO9 6AD. Fortnightly 
from October. Tuesday afternoon 2.00 to 4.00 for 
painting workshops. Tuesday Evening 7.30 to 9.30 for 
Demonstrations.Membership is £30 a year. Visitors £5 
per session.Details from John Davis 01243 371662 or 
Lorraine Boyes 9257 0774
Whist Club - held at Lovedean Village Hall needs 
new members. Meetings are held every Monday and 
Wednesday starting at 7.30pm. Ring 9225 4393
Badminton for Mature Ladies - Every Monday 2:00 
– 4:00 pm at Lovedean Village Hall. Charge of £1.50 
per session includes light refreshments. Ring Janet 
9225 5553.

Dates for your Diary
Pop Up Cinema At St George’s Hall, Waterlooville: 
25th Oct. The film is: On Chesil Beach. Films Start at 
7:30 p.m. Doors open 7:00. Tickets £6.00. Free cup 
of coffee or tea (courtesy of ASDA) and a small treat.
Lovedean Village Hall: Car Boot & Table Top Sale, 
2:00 p.m. Sat Oct 7th. Antiques Fair, 10:00 a.m. Sat 
3rd Nov., for information ring Cynthia Harris 9259 3904.
Rowlands Castle Craft Fayre - Parish Hall, Links 
Lane, Rowlands Castle 1st Sat each month 10am to 
1pm. Free admission. Refreshments available. There 
will be approx. 20 stalls with craft items hand-made 
by local people.
Waterlooville Car Boot Sale, Waterlooville Precinct 
- The car boot sales are on the first Sunday in the 
month between March and October. Sellers from 
9.15am. Entry by clock at Nat West. £5 car or £8 van 
or car with trailer. Hard standing.
Tots 2 Toddlers Nursery - Open Morning on 24th Oct, 
9:30 to 11am. Come to our lovely nursery in Jubilee 
Park, have a look around and find out how we work! 
www.tots-2-toddlers.uk.
Waterlooville And District Philatelic Society - Thu 
Oct 18th Latvia with Wendy Buckle at Westbrook Hall 
PO7 8NU. Ring Paul on 9259 3987.
Tistou the Boy with Green Thumbs Waterlooville 
Library, Tuesday 23 Oct, 10.30am. Local storyteller 
Bluebird tells her version of Tistou, based on the 
1965 book by Maurice Duron. A delightful story that 
questions adult’s ready made ideas through the 
eyes of an 8 year old boy. This is a delightful story 
suitable for children 7+ and adults alike. Tickets £4.00 
Available from the library, through the booking line on 
9225 2608 or online at www.hants.gov.uk/shop
Waterlooville Probus Club - provides a meeting 
place for retired or semi-retired, professional or 
business, ladies and gentlemen. We meet on the 
second Tuesday of each month at The Chairmakers, 
Worlds End, Hambledon, PO7 4QX. Next meeting 9th 
Oct, 12.00 noon to 3.00 pm: guest speaker, Colin van 
Geffen, the talk: Nelson and HMS Victory.’ Contact 
Peter Quine, 07926     620530 or Email peterpia1989@
outlook.com.

Rowans Children’s Starlit Walk, Portsmouth 
Historic Dockyard - 24th Oct 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm. 
Choose to walk 1.5miles or 3 miles, fee: £5 per child. 
Suggested fundraising target £25. All children, from 
0-16 years, are invited to join us to take part in a 
sponsored evening walk in aid of Rowans Hospice. 
HMS Victory will be illuminated and we will explore 
the secret areas around the Dockyard, areas usually 
closed to the public.Every child will receive a fabulous 
medal, a hot drink and snack on completion. Visit 
www.rowanshospice.co.uk/events/childrens-starlit-
walk-2018 for more information.
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Friendship
Hello, my name is Margaret and I am advertising my 
Social Companion Service in The Ratepayer Magazine 
for the first time. I would like to tell you about myself 
and why I have set up the service. 
I was brought up in Horndean and met my husband 
at a Waterlooville Football Club disco.  Following 
school, I joined a family florist business. I really 
enjoyed serving customers and finally decided, 14 
years later, to change careers to work with people. 
I went back into education and qualified as an adult 
Basic Skills English teacher.  I worked with dyslexic 
mature students at college.  I loved the work and after 
having my daughter I returned as a Learning Support 
Assistant. After college funding cuts I worked in 
schools with dyslexic and autistic children. I still help 
in a reading group, listening to adults with dyslexia.
Following school funding cuts, I decided to set up 
my own social companion service.  I know that there 
are many people who spend most of the time on their 
own.  Some are unable to go out unaccompanied.  To 
have another person to talk to and to be able to go 
out can make all the difference.  I know from personal 
experience how I would have loved someone to visit 
my own, elderly, mother when we were at work.  
The clients I work for become friends.  It’s a reliable 
service, tailored to the individual that makes life more 
enjoyable. It’s great to be able to make a difference.
                                     Margaret’s advert is on Page 12.

Get  Ready,  Set , 

Volunteer!

Copyright Barry Shimmon and licensed for reuse under this Creative Commons 

Licence

Staunton Country Park calls for people to help with 
major conservation and heritage project. You can be 
part of the £3.8 million project to bring history back to 
life at Staunton Country Park. That’s the message from 
Hampshire County Council, as it invites volunteers to 
join the team and help restore the park’s Grade II* 
listed landscape and modernise visitor facilities.
Planning permission has been given to the County 
Council to transform the site, with work to be 
completed by the end of 2019 including: Restoration 
of the Grade 

II* listed landscape; Conservation of the historic follies 
and Chinese bridge; Two activity rooms available to 
park and community groups; Improvements to car 
parking; New catering and toilet facilities; New trails 
and activities. If you are interested in volunteering and 
can regularly spare a few hours, Email: stauntonhlf@
hants.gov.uk.

Community Coffee Cup – Cowplain This service 
is available in the Westbrook Community Hall in 
Tempest Avenue, Cowplain from 10am to 12noon 
every Saturday morning. Free refreshments, including 
beverages and biscuits, cakes and toast are available 
for all who use this friendly and welcoming facility. Toys 
and games are available for accompanied children. 
A limited display of community services, clubs and 
events is displayed during the sessions.
Coffee Morning - At St George’s Church Hall, 
Waterlooville every Wednesday from 10.45 to 12noon; 
at St George’s Church, Waterlooville every Friday from 
10:00 to 12 noon. A Market is held every Thursday 
from 9.30 to 11.30am. Crafts produce and plants; 
refreshments available.
Coffee Morning - Drop in Every Wednesday 
Berewood Primary School, Kentidge Way, PO7 3BE, 
8.30am – 9.30am. Join us after the school drop off for 
a cuppa and a chat. All welcome. Drop Off – Drop In 
Crafty Needles - Come and join us our Craft 
Group at Age Concern, Padnell Road, Cowplain. 
We meet Monday’s 1.30pm - 3.30pm, £3.00 per 
session including refreshments, covers a range of 
crafts including knitting, crochet, cross stitch and 
embroidery.
Active Coffee Morning for Seniors - These take 
place on the first Tuesday of the month, from 10 until 
12.30 at the Beacon, Meridian Centre, Havant. Entry 
is £1 to include a hot drink and biscuit served in the 
hall with access to all the activities. All are welcome.
The Crafty Cuppa Club - Is a monthly craft group 
for grown-ups of all abilities which meets on Oct 15th 

from 10am to 12pm at Napier Hall, Portsmouth Road, 
Horndean. For more details contact Email:  angie.
wickenden@horndeanbaptistchurch.org.uk or leave 
a message on 07804 642090.

It Happened This Month: In 1911 Britain’s first 
escalator opened at London’s Earls Court.  In 1925 
the first television transmission of a moving image was 
made by Scottish inventor John Logie Baird.  In 1957 
the children’s cartoon hero Captain Pugwash made 
his television debut.

Get Ready, Set, Volunteer!

Copyright Barry Shimmon and licensed for reuse under this Creative Com-

mons Licence


