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St George of England
By Hazel Matthews

The patriotic symbol of
England, a gallant British
knight who slew dragons
and whose saint’s day is
celebrated in England on
April 23rd - well actually,
he was Turkish.

He was a born around A.D. 280 what is now modern
day Turkey, to Greek speaking parents. George or
Georgius travelled to Italy and became a soldier in
Emperor Diocletian’s army.
In A.D. 303 Diocletian ordered that all Christians in
the army should be forced to make the traditional
Roman pagan sacrifice or be expelled from the army.
George refused this decree in front of his fellow
soldiers leaving Diocletian with little choice but to
behead him.
He was made patron saint of England by Edward III
soon after he became king in 1327. Edward wanted
to rebuild the strength of the English monarchy after
the disastrous reign of his father and the rallying
focus of St George was part of his strategy to make
England the most powerful and warlike kingdom in
Europe.
In 1348, the Order of the Garter was founded and by
1552 all saints’ banners, except for the St George’s
banner were abolished. The St George’s cross was
shown in the Royal Standards of the Plantagenet
kings of England.
St George is also the patron saint of many other
countries, including Georgia, (the country is reputed
to have been named after him) Malta and Gozo,
Portugal, Romania, Spain, Serbia and Lithuania.
And the dragon? Little is known of him, his name
and age lost in history. He lived in a small lake in
Libya, killing the odd villager or two as he struggled
to survive. To appease him, the villagers started
feeding him two sheep a day and his life and
circumstances gradually improved.

However when the sheep ran out the villagers
voluntarily offered their own children instead. The
dragon happily accepted this unsolicited offer and
all was well until one day St George rode by. Having
a little spare time on his hands and interfering with
something that was really none of his business, he
suggested he should fight and kill the dragon!   The
rest as they say is history.

Waterlooville Music Festival
Takes place between the 9th and the 17th June. Tickets
are already available so don’t miss out. Visit http://
www.stgeorgesnews.org/wmf/boxoffice.html for full
details or the events and how to buy tickets.

Havant Community Lottery
Havant Borough Council (HBC) is launching its own
online lottery to support local good causes. Among
the first few local authorities in the country to launch
its own online community lottery, HBC is seeking to
benefit good causes.Tickets will cost £1 with 60p
going towards local good causes, compared to just
28p in the pound for the National Lottery. The draw
will be weekly with a jackpot of £25,000 for a
matching sequence of six numbers, other prizes
being £2,000, £250, £25 or three free tickets. The
first draw will take place on Saturday 7th April. More
information at http://www.havant.gov.uk/havant-
community-lottery
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Happy Birthday to the
Salon!

Local Plan 2036
The Draft Havant Borough (HB) Local Plan 2036
went out to public consultation between 8th January
and 16th February 2018.  During this time, HB
hosted 10 exhibitions around the borough so that
residents could speak face to face with the council’s
Planning Officers. The documents listed below can
be viewed at: https://www.havant.gov.uk/localplan
Draft Havant Borough Local Plan 2036
Draft Havant Borough Local Plan 2036 Map
Booklet
Draft Local Plan 2036 Consultation Banners
To help guide residents through the proposals in
the Draft Local Plan 2036, HB produced the
‘’Where next…..’’ series of booklets.  These can
still be viewed below online, visit:  https://
www.havant.gov.uk/localplan  The four booklets
are:
Where next for commerce and town centres
Where next for the Environment
Where next for Housing
Where next for Infrastructure
Editor’s comment: Infrastructure issues: owing to
delays in transport modelling work beyond the
council’s control the provision of new roads and the
upgrading of existing ones were not addressed in
the draft Local Plan. A Borough wide Transport
Assessment has been commissioned which will
provide a high level analysis of the impact of the
development allocated in the Local Plan and it will
also take into account the developments taking place
outside the borough on main roads.

Plans for Waterlooville Town Centre (extracted
from the Local Plan 2036)

Wellington Retail Park is a successful modern retail
park. It will be protected and enhanced as a shopping
destination for large scale retail uses.
Dukes Walk is a modern shopping precinct anchored
around a Waitrose supermarket, surrounding a busy
car park. It will be protected and enhanced as a
shopping destination for large scale retail uses.
London Road Precinct is a pedestrianised
traditional high street with independent shops and
cafés, and a popular weekly market. Café, bar and
restaurant uses, and further street events will be
promoted to encourage activity throughout the day.
St Georges Walk is an important link through to the
London Road Precinct and Dukes Walk. Proposals
that improve the public spaces and encourage
movement through these areas will be encouraged.

ASDA / Waterlooville Community Centre - The focus
will be to improve pedestrian connections with the
community facilities, the town centre and the
Berewood development. Proposals for a wider mix
of uses including housing will be supported should
the site come forward for development.
Wellington Way and North-East London Road -
Recognising the need to contract the retail provision,
shopping uses are no longer needed in this location.
The regeneration of this area could contribute to the
delivery of 600 homes across the town centre. The
area could also accommodate a new transport
interchange including improved bus facilities, a car
club and improved parking facilities.

Waterlooville Area Twinning Association
The association was established in 1995 with the
objective of promoting within our community a
greater understanding of France, its customs, culture
and language through direct contact with a similar
community in France. Waterlooville is twinned with
the French town of Maurepas, which is situated about
5 miles from Versailles, just southwest of Paris.
In 2008 we extended our twinning arrangement to
include the German town of Henstedt Ulzburg which
is also twinned with Maurepas. Henstedt Ulzburg is
situated approx. 20 miles north of Hamburg.
The Association encourages its members to form
links with families in Maurepas and /or Henstedt
Ulzburg and we visit each other for a weekend on
alternate years (staying with our partner families).
On our visits to France and Germany we always
receive wonderful hospitality. We pay our own travel
costs.
The Twinning Association is a self-funding
organisation, which arranges various social events
during the year for both members and guests. These
events enable us to get to know one another and
raise funds for entertaining our visitors when they
come to the UK.
Membership of the Association is open to anyone in
the Waterlooville area. You do not need to have
language skills, just the love making new friends, a
little travel and the ability to enjoy a good time. You
will also need a spare bed to accommodate your
twinning partners. Our French friends will be visiting
us over the weekend of the Royal wedding in May
this year and we will be travelling to Henstedt Ulzburg
in early September.
We are always pleased to hear from anyone who is
interested in joining the Association and taking part
in our activities. Please contact our Chairman,
Glynnis Simcox, on 9225 4553.                                                          Contd.                                                          Contd.                                                          Contd.                                                          Contd.                                                          Contd.
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WATERLOOVILLE AND DISTRICT
RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

(Covering the Wards of Cowplain, Stakes,
Waterlooville

and Hart Plain including part of Lovedean)
President: Mr. D. Pink  9224 0653
Vice President: Mrs J. Rea
Chairman: Mr.Geoff Lynch  07703 881754
Vice Chairman:  Mr. Malcolm O'Donnell
Hon. Treasurer: Mr. N. Chedzey, 103 Sutton Road,
Cowplain, Waterlooville, PO8 8PT,  9242 6575
Hon. Secretary, Minutes Secretary & Deputy
Editor: Mrs.Hazel Matthews 9226 8780
Distribution Manager: Mr. K. Tallyn  9225 2594

Havant Police, Civic Centre Road, Havant. Ring 999
in emergencies, 101 for non-emergency calls or leave
information only messages, in strict confidence, on
Crimestoppers  0800 555 111.

Police Front Desk - Waterlooville Police Station -
Open Friday to Saturday 8am - 8pm, Sunday 9am -
5pm; (closed 2pm to to 2.45pm on Sundays and all
day on Bank Holidays)

Registrar of Births, Deaths and Marriages: Havant
Library, 1st Floor Meridian Centre, Havant, PO9 1UN
or Havant Plaza Registration Office, Civic Centre
Road, Havant, PO9 2AX. This is a part time office;
you will need to book an appointment prior to
attending to register a birth or death or to give
notice of marriage/civil partnership.Tel: 0300 555 1392;
Phone lines open Monday to Friday 8am - 8pm,
Saturday 9.30am - 4pm

For enquiries please contact Geoff Lynch Chairman
& Business Manager/Editor at: 11 Ruskin Way,
Waterloovil le, PO8 8JX or Email:
business@theratepayer.co.uk or  07703 881754.

Chairmanship / Advertising

Magazine Content
To submit an article, correct an existing entry or
comment on a recent feature please contact Hazel
Matthews, the Magazine Compiler on 9226 8780 or
Email: compiler@theratepayer.co.uk

Bereavement Coffee Morning
A bereavement social club coffee morning is held
at St George’s church hall every second Monday of
each month, 10.00 to 12.00 am. Cost? A donation.  It
is a very friendly group open to anyone who may
be bereaved however long ago or recent. We do
organise trips and outings. Please pass this message
on to anyone you feel may benefit from this support
group in what is often a diff icult t ime. For more
information give Linda a call on 07834 457284

Give BloodGive BloodGive BloodGive BloodGive Blood
Regular blood donor sessions are held at the:

Waterlooville Community Centre, Havant Plaza and
Horndean Campus. Visit: www.blood.co.uk or ring

0300 123 23 23 for details

Local MP’s for Havant Borough
The Borough is split with the northern area of the
Borough under the Meon Valley Constituency and
the southern area in the Havant constituency.
George Hollingbery MP (Meon Valley)
House of Commons
London
SW1A 0AA
George.hollingbery.mp@parliament.uk

Alan Mak MP (Havant)
House of Commons
London
SW1A 0AA
alan.mak.mp@parliament.uk

Scouts and Guides
Horndean Guides - If any adult wishes to know more
about Guiding or would like to find out more about
becoming an Adult Leader or Unit Helper please
contact Mrs Stacey Carter, Horndean Division
Commissioner at:  stacey_carter@btinternet.com
Waterlooville Guides - Contact Mrs L. Linkins, 9264
1856.
Waterlooville Brownies And Rainbows - Do you
have a daughter aged between 5 -14 years old?
Then why not consider sending her to Guiding in
Waterlooville. We meet every week for evenings of
fun, friendship and a whole range of activities in our
new Guide HQ in Waterlooville. For further
information, please contact Nicky Bull on 9286 1141
Beavers, Cubs, Scouts, Explorers - Join the
Adventure. Boys & Girls 6 years + there are several
scout groups in our District to join.Contact Julie for a
group near you. 9226 3277 or 07774 779921. Visit:
waterloovilledistrictscouts.org.uk

Distribution Manager - This is a vital position within
the Association, a post that requires commitment,
dedication and an ability to organise. Ken’s telephone
number is on Page 8 - why not ‘phone him to learn
more?
Waterlooville, Purbrook and Cowplain Good
Neighbours - For shopping, transport to medical
appointments, home visits etc. All volunteers are DBS
checke; donations to cover expenses are requested. Please
ring the Help Line on 9226 6005 Mon to Fri.
Lonely? ‘The Silver Line’ is a free, 24 hour ‘phone service
for elderly people who miss having someone to regularly
talk to, who need advice or are suffering from abuse or
neglect. Call 0800 4 70 80 90. www.thesilverline.org.uk
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Local Information Dates for your Diary
Blendworth Brass Band - We rehearse at the
Blendworth Church Hall, Blendworth Lane on
Thursday evenings from 7:30 pm to 9:30 pm. We
offer both full band and/or small groups with a good
library of quality music ranging from popular hits,
through to light and classical. Email:
BlendworthBrassBand@gmail.com or phone: 07443
495676 / 9259 4485
Cowplain Short Mat Bowls The Borrow Centre.
Wednesday 10:00 – 12:00 noon. Play For Fun
Contact Jeanne or David 9225 0719
Short Mat Bowls Cowplain Activity Centre Monday
9:30 – 12:30 Wed/Thu 1:30pm – 4:30 £2.50 price
includes Tea/Coffee Biscuits Friendly group, new
members always welcome. No dress code just soft
shoes. Contact 9226 7029
Cowplain Bowling Club welcomes new members,
beginners and experienced; facilities available to
enable disabled people to bowl. New outdoor all
weather surface allows enables bowling all year
round. Free coaching for beginners. Contact Al
Joyner on 9259 6042
Denmead Bowling Club welcomes new members,
beginners and experienced. Taster sessions
arranged. Coaching available: Membership
Secretary 9226 9405 or visit:
www.denmeadbowlingclub.weebly.com.
Horndean Short Mat Bowls Merchistoun Hall,
Portsmouth Road, Horndean, Tuesdays 1.00 - 3pm,
2nd/4th & 5th Wednesday of each month 2:00 -
3:45pm. Visit www.merchistounhall.co.ukContact
9259 7114
Purbrook Short Mat Bowls Contact 9311 6131,
Robert Young
Waterlooville Bowling Club Open all year, Outdoor
Rink. 9378 1933 Mr B Pilcher
Havant Freegle Stuff you don’t need? Freegle it!
Don’t throw it away – give it away on Freegle! You
might not need that old sofa or wheelbarrow any
more – but there might be someone just round the
corner who does. Visit: ilovefreegle.org
Table Tennis Club At the Borrow Centre is open to
everyone regardless of standard. Tuesday 4:15 to
6:30, Wednesday 10.00 to 12 pm and Friday 7:00 to
9:00 pm. £3 per person per session. Borrow Day
Centre 9226 6423
Havant Borough Talking Newspaper, 19 East Street,
Havant. For further details on receiving the talking
news and magazines, becoming a volunteer or a
‘Friend’, Email: admin@hbtn.org.uk or phone 9248
0101. Our phone is not manned 24/7 but if you leave
a message it will be picked up. www.theratepayer.co.uk

Lovedean Village Hall - Car Boot & Table Top Sale,
2:00 p.m. Sat 29th April. Phone: Cynthia Harris 9259
3904.
An Evening of Clairvoyance with Jenny Docherty-
Friday 6 April: 7.30pm Waterlooville Library. Popular
spiritualist medium, Jenny Docherty, gives a
demonstration of Clairvoyance. Tickets £8 including
refreshments. Places are limited; phone
Waterlooville Library 9225 2608 / www.hants.gov.uk/
shop
Rowlands Castle Craft Fayre - Saturday 7th April
10am to 1pm Parish Hall, Links Lane, Rowlands
Castle PO9 6AD. Admission is free and refreshments
are available. Local artisans display a wide range of
skills in theirquality hand-crafted items. If you are
interested in  a stall Email:
rowlandscastlecraftfayre@gmail.com and include
some images of your work if possible.
Pop Up Cinema - St George’s Hall, Waterlooville.
26th April Films Start at 7:30 p.m. Doors open 7:00.
Tickets £6.00 Free cup of coffee (courtesy of
Sainsbury’s) or tea and a small treat. The Film:
‘Goodbye Christopher Robin’ (Biography/Drama)
Butser Ancient Farm, Waterlooville - Beltain:
Burning Of The Wicker man Sat 5th May. Join us for
this annual festival to celebrate the beginning of
summer. There will be live music, local ales,
traditional crafts, ancient entertainment and food. The
afternoon culminates with the burning of the giant
wicker man. £17.50 Phone: 9259 8838
Waterlooville Car Boot Sale Waterlooville Precinct
- The car boot sales are first Sunday in the month
between March and October. Sellers from 9.15am.
Entry by clock at Nat West. £5 car or £8 van or car
with trailer. Hard standing.
Stay Safe and Save By Shopping Online - April 16th
– 23rd April 9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. A 2 week course
at Waterlooville Library. Learn how to shop safely
online. For the course you can use the library
computers or bring your iPad or Android tablet. Some
Smartphones would also be suitable, please ask if
you are unsure. By the end of the course you will be
able to: *Search and compare different websites
when buying *Assess the safety of buying with a
particular company *Safely buy on the internet *Find
ways to save money when buying using comparison
tools and voucher codes *Earn cashback on your
shopping *Set up a PayPal account. Booking is
essential. Cost £30, ContactWaterlooville Library
9225 2608
Air Aces meet at Chichester Park HotelMadgwick
Lane, Westhampnett, PO19 7QL. The talk on 23rd

April is The RAF Harrier in the Cold War by Capt.
John (Jock) Heron RAF (Retd.). 19:00 for 19:30 start.
£3.00 members or £5.00 non-members.Contact
Davidon01243 823007or emailinfo @ airaces.org.uk
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May Day Arts Trail (MDAT)- This is an art event held
annually in May. It is open to all artists residing in the
Borough of Havant. MDAT 2018 will run on the week
end of 12 & 13 May 2018 at venues on Hayling
Island. Mike Peacock is dealing with registration and
for general enquiries please contact him at on 9246
5713 or Email: art-trail@mjpeacock.co.uk or contact
zyg kruk atzyg@kruk.co.uk 9246 9104 Or visit http:/
/www.maydaysartstrail.co.uk/home
Not to be confused with:

Waterlooville Arts Trail
The Waterlooville Events Team did a survey of all
the local schools to find out the best date to hold the
Waterlooville Art Trail which will be in its 3rd year.
The date chosen was: Two weeks from 2nd July
We will partner your business with a school and then
the school will liaise directly with you to display the
art work from their talented youngsters.
Why should you participate? This is free publicity for
your business .How?
The Events team (with help from Havant Borough
Council) will organise and distribute trail maps
around Waterlooville. This will show the school name
and the business they are partnered with so that the
public can follow the trail and appreciate the work of
talented youngsters.
This encourages people into Waterlooville, it lets
people know you exist and there is also the
satisfaction gained from seeing the delight from the
students/pupils who love to be able to show off their
talents. Last year we had 15 schools partnered with
15 businesses. I do hope we can get the same level
of interest in 2018. Let me know if you would like to
participate, or if you want more information contact
me, Jackie Buckley Chairman Waterlooville Events
team www.weteam.org.uk Facebook:
www.facebook.com/WaterloovilleEvents

Denmead Writers’ Circle - Creative Writing - We
are a small friendly group of local writers. All you
need is - Pencil and paper - Love of storytelling -
Liking for coffee, biscuits and good company. If you
want to have some fun creating your own stories
and would like to join us for a free taster session,
please contact: carolwestron@gmail.com Meetings
Alternate Tuesdays 10.30am - 12.30pm Denmead
Community Association, School Lane, PO7 6LU.Tel:
9225 6132
Lovedean Scottish Dancers - Meet at 8:00 p.m. on
Tuesdays at Lovedean Village Hall Sept – June. Do
join us for an evening of fun. £1.50 per session.
Contact Elizabeth on 9279 2073 for more information.

Forest of Bere Bowmen - Have a free try at archery
from 2-5pm on Saturday 21st April at our range right
by Cadlington House at Horndean, PO8 0AA. Signs
will be displayed from Horndean Centre. We provide
all equipment; if raining will be Sat 28th instead.
Any queries about the weather on the day phone to
check. Contact: fobbcommittee@yahoo.co.uk or
9237 7220
Horndean Baptist Church Spring Fayre and Plant
Sale - Saturday 21st April 1:00 – 3:30 p.m. Napier
Hall, Horndean, PO8 9NL. Raising Funds For Local
Charities.There will be lots of bargain buys at the
Bric a brac, Jewellery,Toiletries, Craft gifts etc. Last
year you helped us raise a total of £400 each for
Stroke Association & Kids Ltd. This year we pray
with your help, to raise much needed funds for
Wessex Cancer Trust & PARCS providing
counselling support for those children and/or adults
who have suffered rape & abuse.
The Friends of Park Wood is a friendly group who
welcome newcomers to their regular Work Days in
Park Wood starting at 10 am on the last Sunday of
every month. All tools and equipment are provided,
as well as light refreshments. We manage the wood
on behalf of the Woodland Trust, the wood is
between Wallis Road and Queens Road.
Bingo each Wed at 6:30 to 9:30 pm at Age Concern
Borrow Centre, Padnell Road Contact 9234 3709.
Bingo at St George’s Church Hall, Waterlooville
every Tues 2.00 to 4pm, and every Friday 2.00 and
4pm
Tai-Chai: The Borrow Centre, London Road,
Cowplain. Monday 3:00 - 4:00. Ring 9226 6423 for
further details.
Waterlooville Macular Support GroupWaterlooville Macular Support GroupWaterlooville Macular Support GroupWaterlooville Macular Support GroupWaterlooville Macular Support Group - Meet 2nd

Thursday of each month, from 1:30 to 3:30 pm, at the
Age Concern Borrow Day Centre, Cowplain.
Havant Macular Support GroupHavant Macular Support GroupHavant Macular Support GroupHavant Macular Support GroupHavant Macular Support Group - United Reform
Church, North Street/Elm Lane Corner, meets on 4th
Thursday of each month 1:30 to 3:30pm. Contact the
helpline on 0300 3030 111 for group contact details.
Portsmouth and Distr ict Beekeepers’Portsmouth and Distr ict Beekeepers’Portsmouth and Distr ict Beekeepers’Portsmouth and Distr ict Beekeepers’Portsmouth and Distr ict Beekeepers’
Association - Association - Association - Association - Association - The Portsmouth Beekeepers’
Association exists to promote the craft of beekeeping
and increase public awareness of bees and their
contribution to the ecology around Portsmouth in
Hampshire and the UK.
For advice, membership or swarm clearance visit:
www.portsmouthbeekeepers.co.uk.

What is the right age to get married? Twenty-three is
the best age because you know the person
FOREVER by then — Camille, age 10.
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