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RESIDENTS' ASSOCIATION
MEETING

7.30pm, Thursday 10th May
in Waterlooville Community Centre

All welcome

www.theratepayer.co.uk

FIFTH ANNIVERSARY MOONLIT MEMORIES WALK
Registration for the fifth Moonlit Memories Walk,

sponsored by Biscoes Solicitors, is open. A shorter 5-mile
route has been introduced alongside the more challenging
12-mile walk to raise money for The Rowans Hospice, which
supports people with life-limiting illnesses and their carers
and families living in Portsmouth and South-East Hampshire.
The event has raised £1.25 million towards Hospice care
since it was launched in 2008 and 8000 people have taken
part.
The fifth anniversary walk starts at 11pm on Saturday 16th
June from Castle Field, Southsea and both routes take in
the spectacular sights of the Spinnaker Tower and HMS
Victory illuminated for the night. It still includes a visit to
Portsmouth Cathedral for those who wish to light a candle in
memory of someone who has died.
This year the walk will be open to teenagers, if accompanied
by an adult, so that families can take part together, a decision
supported by Hampshire Police.
Participants can register online via
www.rowanshospice.co.uk and following the link to ‘Moonlit
Memories Walk’ or  9223 8533 to request a registration
form. It costs £20 per person to register and entrants will
receive a special fifth anniversary T-shirt sponsored by
Biscoes.

MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT
The Havant Borough lies within two Parliamentary

constituencies - Havant and a small part of the Meon Valley.
We have recently featured George Hollingbery MP, who
represents the Meon Valley but south of Cowplain lies in the
Havant Constituency.
The Havant MP is David Willetts MP. He can be contacted
by letter, phone or email at:

The House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA,
 020 7219 4570,

Constituency address:
19 South Street, Havant, PO9 1BU.

 9249 9746
Email: willettsd@parliament.uk

Mr Willetts holds regular surgeries in his constituency. Please
contact Jackie Scadden, assistant to David Willetts, on 
9249 9746 to arrange an appointment.

Local Elections . . .
Council elections will take place on 3rd May.

April
is
bluebell
time!

MIKE ATTRIDGE
'BRICKWORK'

DECORATIVE GARDEN WALLS,
PATIOS AND ALL OTHER

BRICKWORK UNDERTAKEN
Free estimates with no obligation
Horndean-Lovedean-Cowplain

Clanfield-Waterlooville
  023 9259 9878
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SAFE IN YOUR HOME – A WARNING!
In the February issue I wrote an article about the

Telephone Preference Service (TPS), which was set up
specifically to screen unwanted callers. A reader who was
receiving unsolicited calls contacted the TPS, via their official
website and registered his details. The following day, he
received a phone call requesting an ‘administration fee’ of
£49.99.
Concerned, I revisited the website to check my facts and
saw an item posted by the TPS advising that they were
aware of this ‘scam’ and confirming that their service was
entirely free and they do not contact their customers apart
from the initial registration email. Their advice is, if
approached, DO NOT give any credit card details over the
phone and terminate the call.
There remains however, the question of how subscriber’s
details were obtained by the bogus callers. Sadly it seems
that as fast as secure systems are set up, someone always
manages to breach them. There is only one real way to stay
safe. Be aware, keep alert, and remember, if it seems too
good to be true, it usually is.
Since the original TPS article was published a reader has
drawn to our attention an omission in the telephone number
we printed; the number given was missing the final ‘7’. The
correct number to register with TPS is  0845 070 0707.

Hazel Matthews

POPPY APPEAL 2011
Although the 2011 Poppy Appeal does not officially end

until September 2012, the bulk of the money has been paid
in, and I can report another bumper year for the Appeal in
Waterlooville. The total to date stands at £20,034 - 82p. This
is over £1,300 more than the total for 2009, the previous
highest.
As Poppy Appeal Organizer for Waterlooville, including
Cowplain, Crookhorn and Purbrook, I again express my
thanks to everyone who made this possible. Considering
the general economic climate, and the fact that there are so
many charitable appeals, the generosity of you all seems to
know no bounds.
Our total was given a flying start by Lovedean and Horndean
Royal British Legion Chairman, Peter Cox’s sponsored walk
in the New Forest. The staffs of the three supermarkets,
Asda, Lidl and Waitrose, were more supportive than ever,
which helped our collectors enormously. We are obliged to
all the shops and businesses who willingly accepted a tin on
their counters.
I have thanked individuals for their help, but must publicly
mention ex-WRN Mrs. Eileen Stoat, who in her 90th year
personally collected a total of £1,750, and Mr. Brian Andrews,
who again tended Cowplain during the three weeks of work
for the Appeal. St. Wilfrid’s Cowplain congregation made a
very generous donation, as did those of Christ Church,
Widley.
The trophy for the Youth Group which collected the most,
went again to T.S. Alacrity of Denmead, ahead of the A.T.C.
Waterlooville, who were in the precinct on the final Saturday.
The thanks of the Royal British Legion to all in Waterlooville.

R. Hill Brown.

HELPING THE COMMUNITY
The Waterlooville and Purbrook Good Neighbours had

another very active year in 2011, carrying our over 600
tasks for over 50 people in the area.  Shopping for people
unable to get out, accounted for half the tasks, but we took
people to over 150 medical appointments, and volunteers
regularly visited half a dozen people in their homes for a
chat and a cup of tea.
The Group has expanded to meet the need and, as always,
more volunteers are wanted.  Volunteers can choose how
much time put in and the tasks they do.
The contact details are in the ‘Useful Information’ section of
the magazine on page 9.

PORTSMOUTH HOSPITALS
NHS TRUST, GOVERNORS

PUBLIC CONSTITUENCY MEETINGS
Tue 10th May, 7-9pm Lecture Theatre, Education Centre,

QA Hospital.
Tue 15th May, 7-9pm Emsworth Community Association,

Church Path, Emsworth.
The subject(s) to be discussed have not been decided yet.

WALKING FOR 10 YEARS
Walking for Health is celebrating its 10th anniversary this

spring. On Tuesday 17th April, the Mayor of Havant will
start a special Walk at the Acorn Centre, Wecock Farm
starting at 9.45am.
Walking for Health is free and everyone is welcome. All the
walks, and there are ten each week in the Havant area,
take place in parks, woods and the countryside. Most
sessions offer two walks; one easy going lasting about 30
minutes and one longer walk lasting about one and a half
hours.
The Thursday Waterlooville Walk meets at 10am in the park
'car park' at the bottom of Rowlands Avenue.
For more information on all the walks contact Havant
Borough Council on  9247 4174.

HOME HEAT HELPLINE
The Home Heat Helpline advises people, worried about

paying their fuel bills and keeping warm during the winter.
It also gives advice to low-income households in urgent
need of heating help and advice. It is free to call on  0800
336 699 and is open 9am - 6pm Monday to Friday. Visit the
website to find out more. www.homeheathelpline.org.uk.

COWPLAIN BOWLING CLUB- LADIES OPEN DAY
Cowplain Bowling Club invites prospective new members

(from beginners to experienced players) to their Ladies
Open Day on Saturday 21st April from 11am to 3pm.
The club is situated behind the Cowplain Activity Centre in
Padnell Road Cowplain. Please bring flat soled shoes /
trainers if possible. For details contact Jane  9225 1884 or
Anne on  02392 259304.

LEARN TODAY, USE TOMORROW
Picking up some useful phrases for a holiday abroad or

grasping foreign conversation is now easier than ever
thanks to Hampshire County Council’s Library Service called
Transparent Language Online™, a fun, effective, and
engaging language-learning program.
The website (www.library.transparent.com/ukhampshire)
can be accessed from anywhere with an Internet connection
and is available to all library members.
The scheme contains pronunciation, speech, grammar,
writing and vocabulary building lessons for over 80
languages. It also features an online social community,
interactive games and proficiency tests suitable for both
children and adults.

Advert Change – On page 12 you will notice that the
‘Diamond Homecare’ advert has been replaced by
‘Lovedean Homecare’. This change was necessary
because of similarities with the name of another company.
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Old photos and news cuttings - I am always willing to give
a good home to any of these and can promise they will be
well looked after.   9224 0653.
St George's Church Hall, Waterlooville, holds Coffee
Mornings every Wednesday and Friday from 10am to 12
noon in St George's Hall. All proceeds to charity. Also a
Market every Thursday from 9.30am to 11.30am. Home
made cakes, produce, cards, crafts, eggs, plants, etc.
Refreshments also available.
Gospel Hall, Mill Road, Waterlooville, holds Coffee
Mornings each Friday, from 10am to 12 noon. Tea, coffee
and homemade cakes.
Waterlooville Town Market - each Friday in the Precinct.
Angel Radio - 101.1 FM - the nostalgia radio station serving
the local community. For information:  9248 1988, website:
www.angelradio.co.uk, email:  studio101.1@hotmail.co.uk
Waterlooville and District Philatelic Society - meets on
Thursday 19th April, from 7.30pm, at Westbrook Hall,
Tempest Avenue. AGM AGM  ( BOURSE and a One Sheet
Competition Letter CDorE).  9259 3987 for details.
Age Concern H5O hold Coffee Mornings with advice
for the over 50's at The Beacon in the Meridian Shopping
Centre, Havant, from 10am to 12 noon, on the first Tuesday
of the month.
The Havant 50+ Forum meet from 1.30pm to 3.30pm, 1st
Monday of the month, at the Beacon (Upstairs) Meridian
Centre. Members of the public are welcome to attend.
HAVANT FREEGLE - offer unwanted household items for
reuse by others, rather than dumping them?
Visit www.iloveFreegle.org.
Coffee & Co - Do you need a listening ear; have you
suffered a loss, redundancy, divorce, bereavement? Come
along to St Wilfrid’s upper hall, Padnell Road, Cowplain,
for an opportunity to chat with others. 10.30am – 12 noon,
first Saturday each month. Phone Shirley on  075 3202
1498 for more information.
Group support for the bereaved every third Thursday at
the Borrow Centre Cowplain, 10am to 12 noon. Meet other
people who are experiencing the pain of bereavement. For
further details call Ingrid on  07885 843 863.
Havant Borough Talking Newspaper, 19 East Street,
Havant. Information, guidance and comfort for the blind
and visually impaired.   9248 0101 or visit www.hbtn.org.uk
Chat to a Friend in Hampshire Are you an older person
living alone or with someone else in Hampshire? If you need
information about services and facilities or help then  08000
323 456. The call is free, confidential and supportive.
Available 9am - 11pm, 365 days per year!
Lovedean Village Hall holds a Car Boot and Table Top
Sale on Sunday 29th April, from 2pm. Contact Cynthia Harris
on  9259 3904 for details.

EDITORIAL NOTICES

The Community Innovations Team can help older people
who are at risk of losing their independence but who currently
do not meet the criteria for support. Do you have concerns
regarding your health and wellbeing or find everyday
activities increasingly difficult? Call  9248 4687 or email
cit.havant@hants.gov.uk.

St George's Ladies Group - meet socially 2nd and 4th
Thu, 8pm, St George's Church Hall, Waterlooville.

Southdowns Ladies Harmony Chorus meet every Wed
from 7.30pm to 10pm at All Saints Church Hall,
Catherington Lane,  9259 6312 for details.

Cowplain – Are you aged between 14 and
99? Why not volunteer to help in the Cowplain shop? Every
hour of volunteering equals an hour of care; D of E and
NVQ training is given. As always, your donations are
welcome and if you’re a tax payer please consider signing
up for Gift Aid.
U3A - 25th April at 2pm ‘Walter Sickert and The Camden
Group’ - The Camden Group were a group of English Post
Impressionist artists, active between 1911-1913. They often
gathered at the studio of the painter Walter Sickert. Bernard
Allen.
Merchistoun Hall Monthly Indoor Market - Held first
Friday of each month 9am - 11.30am. Tables £5 - Contact
Brenda  9226 6622.
Concert Details - The Portsmouth Chorus invite you to
join them for A Spring Spectacular Concert featuring
Christopher Beaumont, Xylophonist at St Jude’s Church,
Southsea, Saturday 19th May at 7.30pm.
The Acorn Centre, Wecock Farm, Waterlooville - Table
Top Sale. Thursday 19th April, 9.30am to 12.30pm. Free
Entry. Tables can be booked in advance at £3.50 each on

 9225 8423.

COWPLAIN COMMUNITY SCHOOL
On the 1st April, Cowplain Community School will

become a Converter Academy as part of the Government
programme for successful schools.  There are several
reasons for becoming an academy:

We will have the money that the local authority holds
back at the moment passed on to us.  We intend to
use this money to continue to provide our students
with opportunities that might be lost in a time of budget
reductions.
We will be able to change our curriculum to better
meet the needs of our students.

Two things that we have already been able to do so far are:
Work experience for Year 11 which is something that
both our students and parents value.
Work with our primary partners to support them in
improving opportunities for their pupils.

We will continue to admit all students whose parents want
them to come to Cowplain.  We will make sure that our
students have the opportunity to study those subjects that
will allow them to pursue their dreams.  We will continue to
provide the same quality of service to families.
We will do these things because we believe that local people
working together can provide the best life chances for the
children in our community.

D R Rowlinson Headteacher

HORNDEAN & DISTRICT AMATEUR RADIO CLUB
Thursday meetings:
April 5th Natter night/social evening.
April 19th “If in doubt - measure”,

talk by club member Laurence Barker.
April 26th Skittles evening,

Mead End, Denmead 7.30pm.
May 3rd No club meeting, local elections at venue.
May 10th Natter night/social evening,

note the change of date.
May 17th DVD video of the T32C dx-pedition.

The new Waterlooville Catholic Church is open for visitors
who might wish to pray or spend a period of quiet
reflection.  Saturday mornings from 9.30am to 11.30am.
www.waterlooville-catholic.org.uk.
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NEXT BLOOD DONATION SESSIONS
Waterlooville  Community Centre (Behind ASDA): Tue
17th April and 8th May, 11am to 1.30pm and 3pm to 5.30pm.
St Wilfrid's Church Hall, Cowplain: Thursday 10th May,
1.30pm to 3.25pm and 4.30pm to 7.30pm.

National Blood Service Website - www.blood.co.uk
You can pre-book appointments via  0845 7 711 711.

USEFUL INFORMATION
Waterlooville Police Station: Swiss Road, Waterlooville,
Hants. PO7 7FX.  999 in emergencies, 101 for non-
emergency calls or leave information only messages,
in strict confidence, on  Crimestoppers  0800 555 111.
Registrar of Births and Deaths: Havant Library. Visit: Mon
9.15am - 12.15pm and 1pm - 4.30pm. Tue and Fri 9.15am
- 12.15pm and 1pm - 4.15pm. Wed 9.15am - 12.30pm. Thu
9.45am - 12.45pm and 1.30pm - 5pm. Telephone  01329
225 397 Mon - Fri 8am - 8pm, Sat 9.30am - 4pm.
Citizens’ Advice Bureau, Swiss Cottage, 9 St. Georges
Walk (Hambledon Road) Waterlooville. 'Drop-in' hours
Mon/Thu/Fri 10am to 1pm. Telephone advice Mon to Thu,
10am to 2pm  0844 856 3407. Online Advice:
www.adviceguide.org.uk.
Disabled Information and Advice Line (DIAL)  9282
4853 (answer phone when closed).
Good Neighbours Scheme: For shopping, transport to
medical appointments, home visits, etc. Waterlooville  9226
6005. Help line 9am - 6pm, Mon to Fri.
Website www.stgeorgesnews.org/goodneighbours.

Community Centres and Halls:
Westbrook Hall  9224 1080
The Acorn Centre, Wecock  9225 8423
Waterlooville  9225 6823
Cowplain  9226 7029
Merchistoun Hall  9259 7114
Lovedean Village Hall  9259 3904
Deverell Hall Purbrook  9243 0217
Havant and District MENCAP, Anders Hall, Milton
Road. Available for hire.  9278 7302
Springwood Community Bldg  9223 0330

Faulty street lighting, traffic lights or road defects?
Report to  0800 506 060 or visit www.hants.gov.uk and
follow link to 'report highway defect'. (Quote lamp post no)

WATERLOOVILLE AND DISTRICT
RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

(Covering the Wards of Cowplain, Stakes, Waterlooville
and Hart Plain including part of Lovedean)
President: D. Foyle I.S.M.,  9225 7467
Vice President: F Rozzell,  9259 3198
Chairman: Mr. D. Pink, 74 Cherry Tree Avenue,
Cowplain, Hants. PO8 8AP.  9224 0653.
Vice Chairman: Mrs. J. Rea,  9225 8261
Hon. Treasurer: Mr. N. Chedzey, 103 Sutton Road,
Cowplain, Waterlooville, PO8 8PT,  9242 6575
Hon. Secretary & Minutes Secretary:
Hazel Matthews,  9226 8780
Distribution Manager: Mrs Walker,  9225 7305

ADVERTISING AND MAGAZINE ARTICLES
At present there is no advertising space available. For

general enquiries, comments, and corrections or to submit
an article please contact the Business Manager/Magazine
Compiler at 11 Ruskin Way, Waterlooville, PO8 8JX or email:
business@theratepayer.co.uk or  077038 81754.

Macular Degeneration Association meet 2nd Thursday
of each month, from 1.30pm to 3.30pm, at the Age Concern
Borrow Centre, Cowplain.  9226 4973 for details.
Hampshire Association for the Care of the Blind
(Waterlooville Branch): Meet 1st & 3rd Mon at The Lodge,
Lavender Rd, Waterlooville, 2pm - 4pm.  9226 3016.
Scouts and Guides: All general enquiries for membership
or leadership to: Waterlooville District Scouts:  9225
8761.
Horndean Div. Guides: Contact: Mrs. J. Chapple,

 9259 1894.
Waterlooville Div. Guides: Division Comm. Mrs. L.
Linkins,  9264 1856.
Royal British Legion:

Mens' general enquiries - contact D Foyle,  9225
7467.
Lovedean and Horndean Branch meets at Patrick
Howard Dobson Court, Coleridge Gardens, off Milton
Road every 2nd Monday of month.

Waterlooville Branch of the Royal Naval Association
Club: (with room to hire) 48 Aston Road, Waterlooville.
Open daily.  9225 3756.
R.S.P.C.A. (Portsmouth Branch):  9224 1394.
Portsmouth Group hold regular meetings existing and
new members welcomed. Further details  9235 3949.
R.S.P.B. Portsmouth Group hold regular meetings,
existing and new members welcome. Details  9235 3949
N.S.P.C.C. Chairman (Fund Raising) Mrs. P. Gross. 
9259 9300. Helpline  0800 800 500.
Waterlooville and District Twins Club - meet one
Tuesday per month in members homes. Members social
events include the children. Multiples also welcome. 
9226 1784 (Jane) or  9223 1420 (Sam)
Women’s Institutes (www.hampshirewi.org.uk):

Cowplain W.I. 1st and 3rd Thu, 2pm, Cowplain Scouts
HQ, Padnell Ave (Behind garage block).  9225 1374.
Padnell Park. W.I. 4th Thu, 7.30pm. Westbrook Hall.

 9259 1102.
Lovedean W.I. 2nd Tue 7.30 pm, Lovedean Village Hall,

 9259 5142.
Stakes W.I. 3rd Thu 7.30 pm. Deverell Hall, Purbrook.

 9225 8770.
Purbrook W.I. 2nd Thu 2pm. Deveral Hall. Tel: 9237
5572.
Horndean W.I. 2nd Tue 2pm to 4pm, Blendworth
Church Hall. Craft Group meets every Wed, 10am to 12
noon at Napier Hall, Horndean,  9259 2387.
Catherington WI meet 2nd Wed at 2pm. Catherington
Village Hall. Info: catheringtonwi@hotmail.co.uk.

P.D.S.A. Animal Treatment Centre: 5 Durley Avenue,
Cowplain.  9226 3152.
Forest of Bere Bowmen (Archery):  9226 2931 for
details.
Waterlooville and District Garden Club: - meets at Age
Concern Centre, Cowplain, 1st and 3rd Mon evenings at
8pm. Contact Mike Adams for details  9225 1491.
Portsmouth and District Beekeepers’ Association: For
advice, membership or swarm clearance   9238 1881 or
email roysbees@yahoo.co.uk
Cowplain Cricket Club:  9236 7860 for details.
Denmead Tennis Club: 3 hard courts and an active
social life.  9226 3191.
Havant and Waterlooville Swimming Club meets at
Waterlooville Leisure Centre on Fri evenings.  9226 3002
for further details.
ME. Association (Hants Group):  9259 1473 or  9242
0732 for details.
Friends of Wecock - Meet 1st Tue, 10am to 12 noon,
Wecock Community Centre.
Denmead Bowling Club for both Lawn Bowls and Short
Mat Bowls  9225 2738 (Maureen)
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THE USES OF SALT - PART 4 OF A SERIES ON SALT
That salt preserves food is a well-known fact. What is

less well known is that when David Livingstone died, in
what was then North Western Rhodesia, his body was
returned to England, preserved in salt.

This was not a new idea, as salt was used in ancient
Egypt in the mummification process. After the internal
organs had been removed, large amounts of dry natural
salt were packed around the body to help with the
dehydration process.
Between 1993 and 2005, excavations in the salt mine at
Chehrabad near Zanjan in northwestern Iran uncovered
the bodies of six people. All date from approximately 2000
years ago, their bodies preserved until now in the salt of
the mines in which they were killed. They are so well
preserved that their last meal was discovered. Details were
phenomenal, even down to the earrings that one of the
victims wore and the bright red hair of another. Why were
they there? Why did one have a small sack of jewels at his
belt? Why did they die? Their remains now rot in Tehran as
experts try to find the necessary technology to preserve
them.
Salt is probably the most versatile substances in the world.
It can be used as an antiseptic in the case of injury, although
the stinging sensation causes considerable discomfort. A
sore throat can be alleviated by a salt water gargle and
mouth ulcers eased by rinsing the mouth with a weak
solution of salt water.

In the house salt can be used to remove red wine stains
from the carpet, clean enamel pans and stained teapots
and to test eggs for freshness. In a bowl of salt water good
eggs will sink and bad ones float. When chopping onions,
a small bowl of salt beside the chopping board helps reduce
tears. Cut flowers will last longer if a little salt is added to the
water and salt in the wash will help keep jeans from fading.
And if you are unlucky enough to have fleas (pet or human)
in your carpet, a good sprinkling of salt will drive them
away.
Outside the home, it can be used to de-ice a slippery path,
kill slugs or snails and eliminate stubborn weeds in the lawn
or flowerbeds. A solution of soap and salty water will kill
poison ivy and salt in a moistened cheesecloth bag, when
rubbed across a car windscreen, will prevent it from icing
up. Pouring boiling hot salty water down outside drains will
remove unpleasant odours and if while you are outside
doing all these things you are unlucky enough to be stung
by a bee, wet the spot and cover it with salt to reduce the
discomfort.
All this will keep you busy but when you have finished, salt
rubbed over the calluses on hands will remove them, (no,
not the hands!). Pads soaked in a solution of a teaspoon of
salt to a pint of hot water will reduce puffy eyes and aching
feet can be eased by soaking in a bowl of warm, salted
water.

Hazel Matthews

Last year, on a warm, sunny afternoon
I was sat in my garden contemplating the
meaning of life and what we would have
for tea when I spied my three garden
gnomes, one was upside down and the
other two were covered in earth and

weeds. I dusted them off, stood them in line and apologised
to them for the shoddy way they had been treated; well you
talk to your gnomes don’t you?
But that brief encounter got me thinking, what do I know
about these diminutive, hat wearing, garden ornaments?
Answer: nothing. So I investigated and here is the gnome’s,
very short (pun intended), story.
The word gnome is derived from the New Latin, gnomus. It
is often claimed to descend from the Greek gnosis
(“knowledge,”) but more likely comes from genomos “earth-
dweller.”
The gnome is a creature of northern European folklore.
References to the gnome can be found in Scandinavian,
Dutch, German and Swiss cultural records. The name
generally refers to very small people, usually men, who live
in dark and dank places, sometimes forests and always
underground – they can apparently move easily through
the earth.

GNOMES

Tradit ionally,
gnomes are seen as small old men
who are dressed in bright colours
and wear pointed, normally red, hats
and have long white beards.
In some cultures, Scandinavian for
example, female gnomes also exist;
they only give birth once and usually
to twins. In Germany, gnomes are thought to guard buried
treasure. Elves and goblins are considered to be in the
same family as the gnomes. Some gnomes help animals
and plants and others may assist us humans.
Originally, gnomes were made from terracotta, later
concrete was used but nowadays most gnomes are made
from plastic resin.
The first garden gnomes were produced in Germany
sometime in the mid-1800s and although the little fellows are
still popular here in the UK, the organisers of the Chelsea
Flower Show banned them from the show because “they
detracted from the garden design”. In 1840 Sir Charles
Isham, the 10th Baronet of Lamport Hall, was recorded as
having the first garden gnome in this country.
You’ll be pleased to read that my three gnomes have spent
their winter in a warm, dry garage awaiting a lick of paint.

Geoff Lynch


