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MIKE ATTRIDGE
'BRICKWORK'

Free estimates with no obligation
Horndean-Lovedean-Cowplain

Clanfield-Waterlooville
  023 9223 2280

DECORATIVE GARDEN WALLS,
PATIOS AND ALL OTHER

BRICKWORK UNDERTAKEN

EASTRESIDENTS' ASSOCIATION
PUBLIC MEETING

7.30pm Thursday 14th October
at Waterlooville Community

Centre

All welcome

Battle of Britain Hurricane

On page 4, Don Foyle recollects his memories of the summer of 1940. The Tangmere Military Aviation Museum have
submitted an article about RAF Tangmere’s involvement and have kindly supplied the photographs of the Spitfire and Hurricane.
On the subject of aircraft, why not visit the Hall of Aviation, Albert Road South, Southampton? This attraction is well worth a
visit and whilst there you can discuss the hire of a full size replica of a MK1 Spitfire for your corporate event or just to park on
your front lawn for a couple of days! Visit www.spitfireonline.co.uk or  023 8063 5830 for more details.

www.theratepayer.co.uk

It is the 70th Anniversary of The Battle of Britain
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I am extremely grateful for the privilege of being able to
relate to you “The Battle of Britain” and its effect on the worthy
citizens of Cowplain; the County and indeed the Country as
a whole.
Those of us old enough to remember Cowplain during the
Battle of Britain have our own memories but to the
generations, innocent of Cowplain’s activities at that time,
here are a few instances:
Cowplain’s Auxiliary Fire Service (part-time volunteers) was
based at Wadhams Garage (where the Co-op is now). They
started the Air Raid Siren when an air raid was imminent.
If the siren went off at night, the Cowplain Air Raid Wardens
would check to see that all lights were extinguished or covered
up in the houses and shops. Offenders had their front doors
pounded on and were ordered to “Pull your black-out curtain
upstairs Madam”, for example.
All the local volunteer services, such as Rescue Squads, First
Aid and Fire Parties, helped put out incendiary bombs, aided
by the local Special Police. At night, the Cowplain Boy
Messengers would run with the various orders because bikes
were too dangerous to use in the black-out.
Cowplain’s Home Guard would be armed and on guard. They
operated from St. Wilfrid’s Church Hall and were ready to
cover any operation by the enemy to drop parachutes onto
Cowplain’s fields and meadows in the dark. You can forget
TV’s ‘Dad’s Army’. We were fully trained by ex-army soldiers
and soldiers from the Royal Artillery gun battery that was
protecting the area with anti-aircraft guns.

70TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN

Tangmere Military Aviation Museum is located on the edge
of the original RAF Tangmere airfield, whose name is
immortalised as a frontline station in RAF Fighter Command’s
conflict with the German Luftwaffe during the desperate days
of the Battle of Britain.
Tangmere, as a main sector station, was subjected to heavy
attack on the 16th August 1940, during the campaign by the
Luftwaffe to ‘eliminate’ RAF Fighter Command. Although
damage and loss of life was severe, the defending squadrons
exacted a heavy price from their attackers, particularly the
Ju87 Stukas, which were no match for the nimble fighters of
the RAF.

The church bell was ready to be rung, should the battle in
the air be lost  and an invasion happened; bell ringing was
the call to arms throughout the nation.
Cowplain did have its own bombing episode. One night, an
unidentified aircraft sneaked through the defences without
response from the searchlights or gun emplacements. It made
its way to Cowplain, guided in by lights from enemy agents
in the woods.  The intention was to bomb the torpedo depot
based in the tram shed (Now Lidl’s) but the bomb aimer was
about two seconds too late and the first bomb hit the entrance
to Park Lane, just 50 yards from the tram shed. The rest of
the bombs fell onto Park Lane causing chaos in the chicken
sheds and out buildings.
Night after night the bombers flew over Cowplain on their
way to London. They kept to the same time each night,
unwittingly giving the good folk of Cowplain time to get all
their jobs done and uniforms on before the rest of the family
took to the shelters at the Spotted Cow or Cowplain Social
Club.
The fire glow of London was seen every night when looking
towards Butser Hill. At dawn our fighters could be seen in
the skies above.
Cowplain became a safe haven for the nighttime evacuees
from Portsmouth and later from Southampton where many
had been ‘bombed out’. Scores of residents from
Southampton, men, women and children of all ages, were
given shelter by the resident’s of Cowplain, Cowplain Mission
Hall and Hart Plain School.
Yes, it was Cowplain at War with many young sons and
daughters joining the armed forces – some came back –
some did not. May we remember them in our prayers?

Many have personal memories of World War Two:
The Anderson Shelter that was too cold for mother-in-law,
her sister and the rest of their family, so they took shelter in
the cupboard under the stairs with her sister clutching a
Mickey Mouse gas mask.

The need to be evacuated from the area because of an
unexploded landmine.
However, seventy years ago, in 1940, some momentous
events occurred:
The British evacuation from the beaches of Dunkirk in June.
The air battle between the RAF and the Luftwaffe later that
summer. A pivotal point in the war with the fight for control
of the skies over Southern England. It was the moment in
history when Winston Churchill said: “Never in the field of
conflict was so much owed by so many to so few.”

On the 8th August, from 10am until 5pm,Tangmere Military
Aviation Museum commemorates and salutes the courage
and sacrifice of the famous ‘Few’ of RAF Fighter Command,
especially those based at RAF Tangmere, with a Celebratory
Event .  Attractions include flying displays** by the Hurricane,
Spitfire and Dakota DC3 of the Battle of Britain Memorial
Flight; an aerobatic display by a North American Harvard;
classic cars; aviation art; stalls; live music; refreshments; BBQ
and much more. Entry Fee:  adults £9, children 5-16yrs £1
and under 5’s free. Free car parking.
Tangmere Military Aviation Museum boasts a wealth of ‘Battle
of Britain’ memorabilia and many other attractions, so why
not visit while you are here!
Visit our website at www.tangmere-museum.org.uk   01243
790090
** subject to weather/serviceability

BATTLE OF BRITAIN 1940
BY DON FOYLE

TANGMERE
MILITARY AVIATION MUSEUM

Battle of Britain
Spitfire
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Old photos and news cuttings - I am always willing to give a
good home to any of these and can promise they will be well
looked after.   9224 0653.
St George's Church Hall, Waterlooville, holds Coffee
Mornings every Wednesday and Friday from 10am to 12 noon
in St George's Hall. All proceeds to charity. Also a Market
every Thursday from 9.30am to 11.30am. Home made cakes,
produce, cards, crafts, eggs, plants, etc. Refreshments also
available.
Gospel Hall, Mill Road, Waterlooville, holds Coffee Mornings
each Friday, from 10am to 12 noon. Tea, coffee and
homemade cakes.
Waterlooville Town Market - each Friday in the Precinct.
Angel Radio - 101.1 FM - the nostalgia radio station serving
the local community. For information:  9248 1988, website:
www.angelradio.co.uk, email:  studio101.1@hotmail.co.uk
Waterlooville Community Board Meetings -  'South Meeting'
Wed 29th Sep at Anders House.  'North Meeting' Mon 6th Sep
at Cowplain Activity Centre. All meetings start at 6.30pm and
are open to public. For info  9244 6416.
Waterlooville and District Philatelic Society do not meet in
August.  9259 3987 for further details.
Age Concern H5O hold Coffee Mornings with advice for
the over 50's at The Beacon in The Meridian Shopping Centre,
Havant, from 10am to 12 noon, on the first Tuesday of the
month.
The Havant 50+ Forum meet in Committee Room 1, Havant
Civic Offices, from 2pm to 4pm, on the first Monday of the
month . Members of the public are welcome to attend.
HAVANT FREEGLE - offer unwanted household items for reuse
by others, rather than dumping them?
Visit www.iloveFreegle.org.
Portsmouth & District Beekeepers - for information   9238
1881 or roysbees@yahoo.co.uk
Coffee & Co - Do you need a listening ear; have you suffered
a loss, redundancy, divorce, bereavement? Come along to
St Wilfrid’s upper hall, Padnell Road, Cowplain, for an
opportunity to chat with others. 10.30am – 12noon, first
Saturday each month. Phone Shirley on   9259 4019 for
more information.
Group support for the bereaved every third Thursday at the
Borrow Centre Cowplain, 10am to 12 noon. Meet other people
who are experiencing the the pain of bereavement. For further
details call Ingrid on  07885 843 863.
Havant Borough Talking Newspaper , 19 East Street, Havant.
Information, guidance and comfort for the blind and visually
impaired.   9248 0101 or visit www.hbtn.org.uk
Chat to a Friend In Hampshire Are you an older person
living alone or with someone else in Hampshire? If you need
information about services and facilities or help then  08000
323 456. The call is free, confidential and supportive. Available
9am - 11pm, 365 days per year!

EDITORIAL NOTICES

Hampshire Walkers walk every Friday morning. If you are
interested in walking 5 miles and more then please phone
Anne Lee  9225 0149 for more information.

Out Of Focus - A group for the visually
impaired, meet at the Bear Hotel, East Street,
Havant, on the 2nd Tuesday of each month
from 7.30pm.  01329 512 447.

www.theratepayer.co.uk

OBITUARY – PAM HICKS
Readers will be sorry to hear of the sad loss of Pam,

one of our long-standing bulk deliverers. Many will remember
Pam when she was a secretary at Cowplain Comprehensive
School. When she left work she volunteered to do the
deliveries and was a valued member of the delivery team.
Pam will be very much missed in the local community and
by her friends and loving family.
On behalf of everyone connected with The Ratepayer, I
extend deepest sympathy to John, Amanda, David and the
family.
Donations in her memory may be sent to the Rowans
Hospice c/o Co-op Funeral Directors, 320 London Road,
Waterlooville.

David Pink Chairman

A CONCERT FOR THE ROWANS
The Windmill Players present “A Concert for The Rowans”

on Saturday 28th August at Lovedean Village Hall. It is a
charity evening of music and comedy in aid of The Rowans
Hospice. Some of the best talent from the Portsmouth area
are taking part, so please come along and support this
important charity. The show starts at 8pm and tickets are £6
on the door or by  01730 231474.

RIDE FOR RYDER
Friday 6th August – Raise money for Sue Ryder Care this

summer by getting active. Set yourselves a challenge that
involves a ‘riding’ activity.
You could try riding a horse, camel, bike or donkey. Perhaps
something with an engine or even a hot air balloon! Visit the
Sue Ryder shop in Cowplain or go to www.suerydercare.org
to register.
£25 raised for Sue Ryder Care pays for two home visits
supporting someone who has had a stroke. £500 could pay
for 24 hours expert nursing at one of our neurological care
centres.

The ‘Cascade Ladies Harmony Chorus’ meet on
Wednesday evenings from 7.30pm to 10pm at All Saints
Church Hall, 330 Catherington Lane, Waterlooville, PO8 0TD.
Townswomen Guild – We meet on the 1st and 3rd Mondays
of every month at St. George’s Hall, Waterlooville at 2pm.
We are a friendly group organising outings, interesting
speakers and we provide tea and biscuits.

Waterlooville and District Garden Club meet on
the first and third Monday of every month at the Age
Concern Centre, Cowplain from 7.30pm to 10pm.
For further details contact Mike Adams on   9225

1491 or drop in at a meeting.
  Havant Borough Youth Council – Giving young people ,
between 11 and 21, in the Havant Borough area,  a voice.
Visit www.youthbeat.net for info.
Denmead Bridge Club – Club meetings are held at the
Community Centre, School Lane, Denmead on Monday
evenings from 7pm to 10pm. Anyone wishing to play bridge
is welcome. Contact the Club Secretary (Pam Holdsworth)
for more information.  9243 6385.

MAMMALS OF THE QUEEN ELIZABETH
COUNTRY PARK FOREST

A two-hour walk looking for tracks and signs of the
mammals of QE Forest. 11am Saturday 28th August, Meet at
the Visitor Centre. Booking Essential. Visit:
www3.hants.gov.uk/walks for details of this and other walks.
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NEXT BLOOD DONATION SESSIONS
Tue 3rd Aug and 7th Sep, 1pm to 2.55pm and 4pm to 6.45pm
at Waterlooville  Community Centre (Behind ASDA).
Thu 8th July, 2pm to 4pm and 5pm to 7.30pm at St Wilfrid's
Church Hall, Padnell Road, Cowplain.

National Blood Service Website -  www.blood.co.uk
You can pre book appointments via  0845 7 711 711.

USEFUL INFORMATION
Waterlooville Police Station: Swiss Road, Waterlooville,
Hants. PO7 7FX.  999 in emergencies, 101 for non-
emergency calls or leave information-only messages, in
strict confidence, on  Crimestoppers  0800 555 111.
Registrar of Births and Deaths: “Fernglen” Town Hall Road,
Havant.  9248 2533. Hours: Mon - Fri 9am - 1pm. Mon and
Tue 2pm - 3.30pm.
Citizens’ Advice Bureau, Swiss Cottage, 9 St. Georges
Walk (Hambledon Road) Waterlooville.  0844 856 3407,
10am to 2pm. Online Advice: www.adviceguide.org.uk.
Disabled Information and Advice Line (DIAL)  9282
4853 (answer phone when closed).
Good Neighbours Schemes: Cowplain  9225 4090.
Waterlooville  9226 6005. Help line 9am - 6pm, Mon to
Fri. Website www.stgeorgesnews.org/goodneighbours. For
shopping, transport to medical appointments, home visits.
Community Centres and Halls:

Westbrook Hall email treasurer.wha@talktalk.net
The Acorn Centre, Wecock  9225 8423
Waterlooville  9225 6823
Cowplain  9226 7029
Merchistoun Hall  9259 7114
Lovedean Village Hall  9259 3904
Deverell Hall Purbrook  9243 0217
Havant and District MENCAP, Anders Hall, Milton
Road. Available for hire.  9278 7302
Springwood Community Blding  9223 0330

Faulty street lighting, traffic lights or road defects? -
Report to  0800 506 060 or visit www.hants.gov.uk and
follow link to 'report highway defect'. (Quote lamp post no)

WATERLOOVILLE AND DISTRICT
RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

(Covering the Wards of Cowplain, Stakes, Waterlooville
and Hart Plain including part of Lovedean)
President: D. Foyle I.S.M.,  9225 7467
Vice President: F Rozzell,  9259 3198
Chairman: Mr. D. Pink, 74 Cherry Tree Avenue, Cowplain,
Hants. PO8 8AP.  9224 0653.
Vice Chairman: Mrs. J. Rea,  9225 8261
Hon. Treasurer: Mr. N. Chedzey, 103 Sutton Road,
Cowplain, Waterlooville, PO8 8PT,  9242 6575
Hon. Secretary & Minutes Secretary:
Hazel Matthews,  9226 8780
Distribution Manager: Mrs Walker,  9225 7305

ADVERTISING AND MAGAZINE ARTICLES
At present there is no advertising space available. For
general enquiries, comments, and corrections or to
submit an article please contact the Business Manager/
Magazine Compiler at 11 Ruskin Way, Waterlooville,
PO8 8JX or email: business@theratepayer.co.uk.

www.theratepayer.co.uk

Portsmouth & Havant Victim Support: The Lodge, 1
Northern Parade, Portsmouth, PO2 9PB.  9265 3111.
Havant Borough Talking Newspaper - St Faith's Church
House, The Pallant, Havant, PO9 1BE.  9248 0101.
Hampshire Association for the Care of the Blind
(Waterlooville Branch): Meets 1st and 3rd Mon at The
Lodge, Lavender Road, Waterlooville between 2pm - 4pm.

 9226 3016.
Scouts and Guides: All general enquiries for membership
or leadership to: Waterlooville District Scouts:  9225
8761.
Horndean Div. Guides: Contact: Mrs. J. Chapple,

 9259 1894.
Waterlooville Div. Guides: Division Comm. Mrs. L. Linkins,

 9264 1856.
Royal British Legion:

Mens' general enquiries - contact D Foyle,  9225 7467.
Lovedean and Horndean Branch meets at Patrick
Howard Dobson Court, Coleridge Gardens, off Milton
Road every 2nd Monday of month.

Waterlooville Branch of the Royal Naval Association
Club: (with room to hire) 48 Aston Road, Waterlooville.
Open daily.  9225 3756.
R.S.P.C.A. (Portsmouth Branch):  9224 1394. Portsmouth
Group hold regular meetings existing and new members
welcomed. Further details  9235 3949.
R.S.P.B. Portsmouth Group hold regular meetings, existing
and new members welcome. Details  9235 3949
N.S.P.C.C. Chairman (Fund Raising) Mrs. P. Gross.  9259
9300. Helpline  0800 800 500.
Waterlooville and District Twins Club - meet one Tuesday
per month in members homes. Members social events
include the children. Multiples also welcome.  9226 1784
(Jane) or  9223 1420 (Sam)
Women’s Institutes (www.hampshirewi.org.uk):

Cowplain W.I. 1st and 3rd Thu, 2pm, Cowplain Scouts
HQ, Padnell Ave (Behind garage block).  9225 1374.
Padnell Park. W.I. 4th Thu, 7.30pm. Westbrook Hall.

 9259 1102.
Lovedean W.I. 2nd Tue 7.30 pm, Lovedean Village Hall,

 9259 5142.
Stakes W.I. 3rd Thu 7.30 pm. Deverell Hall, Purbrook.

 9264 2903.
Purbrook W.I. 2nd Thu 2pm. Deveral Hall. Tel: 9237 5572.
Horndean W.I. 2nd Tue 2pm to 4pm, Blendworth Church
Hall. Craft Group meets every Wed, 10am to 12 noon at
Napier Hall, Horndean,  9259 2387.

P.D.S.A. Animal Treatment Centre: 5 Durley Avenue,
Cowplain.  9226 3152.
Forest of Bere Bowmen (Archery):  9226 2931 for details.
Waterlooville and District Garden Club: - meets at Age
Concern Hall, Cowplain, 1st and 3rd Mon evenings at 8pm

 9264 8493 for details.
Portsmouth and District Beekeepers’ Association: For
advice, membership or swarm clearance   9238 1881 or
email roysbees@yahoo.co.uk
Cowplain Cricket Club:  9236 7860 for details.
Denmead Tennis Club: 3 hard courts and an active social
life.  9226 3191.
Havant and Waterlooville Swimming Club meets at
Waterlooville Leisure Centre on Fri evenings.  9226 3002
for further details.
ME. Association (Hants Group):  9259 1473 or  9242
0732 for details.
Friends of Wecock - Meet 1st Tue, 10am to 12 noon,
Wecock Community Centre.
St George's Ladies Group - meet socially 2nd and 4th
Thu, 8pm, St George's Church Hall, Waterlooville.
Southdowns Ladies Harmony Chorus meet every Wed
from 7.30pm to 10pm at All Saints Church Hall,
Catherington Lane,  9259 6312 for details.
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THE STORY OF TEA  -  THIS MONTH  -  HEALTH AND THE TEA BAG
In Britain we tend to take our tea

drinking very seriously and believe it or
not we drink 165 million of cups of it
per day. According to Tetley Teas the
average tea drinker consumes 4 cups
per day, the tea sector accounts for 40%
of the volume of all drinks consumed
and the retail tea sector is valued at
£555m.
It seems every day another so called
‘expert’ tells us that this, or that, or some

other foodstuff or drink is bad for us. Thankfully, so far, no
one has found anything wrong with tea. It is natural. It does
not contain any artificial colouring, flavours or preservatives.
It free of cholesterol and calories and it contains half the
amount of caffeine than coffee!
Amongst many other health benefits, drinking tea is good
for re-hydration and because of the presence of fluoride, a
natural mineral that the tea plant extracts from the soil; it’s
also good for oral health.

Some traditionalists will only use loose tea for their brew
whilst others are quite content with the tea bag, a simple
idea that really came about by accident.
In about 1908, an American tea merchant, Thomas Sullivan,
sent some of his customer’s tea samples in small silken bags.
Thinking these bags had taken the place of the metal tea
infusers they placed the bag directly into the pot without first
emptying the contents – the teabag was invented.  Puzzled
customers reported that the silk was too fine; so Sullivan,
like any good entrepreneur, responded by developing
sachets initially made from another gauze material but later
paper. So that the bag could be easily removed from the
pot, a string was attached together with a thin decorated
cardboard tag.
We British were naturally sceptical about this development
and it was not until after the Second World War, along with
many other labour saving devices, that the tea bag caught
on having been pioneered in this country by Tetley. In the
early 1960s 3% of tea was brewed by teabag but by 2007
that figure had increased to 96%!

(to be continued)
         Geoff Lynch

Going on Holiday?
Don’t let a thief ruin your homecoming Your local Police

team has been taking an active approach at tackling local
burglaries with plain clothed night operations that resulted in
3 people being arrested after being caught with stolen goods.
Please report any sightings of suspicious people looking
around houses or through windows via 0845 045 45 45 or
101. Report anonymously to crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.
Burglaries

Don’t become a victim of these - here are some helpful
reminders to help you not to become a victim of these
opportunist breaks:

Keep valuable items out of view
Do not keep expensive equipment such as TVs and sound
systems near windows where they can be seen by passers-
by.
Never leave a key under a doormat, flowerpot, or on a
piece of string through the letterbox.
Remove keys from locks and put them in a safe place
out of reach of windows and the letterbox.
Make sure tools and ladders are kept in a secure place.
Ensure hedges towards the front of the house are kept
trimmed short enough for neighbours to see if someone
is looking around your house suspiciously.
Ensure you lock all doors and windows every time you
leave the house.
Ensure doors are locked when in the garden or upstairs.

Beat Surgeries
Beat Surgeries are currently being held outside Lidl, London

Road 10.15am to 1pm and Hart Plain Church 2pm to 3.30pm
on the following dates:

11th August, 8th September, 6th October, 3rd November,
1st December.

I hope some of you can attend to see what leaflets and advice
we have to offer and to meet your local team.

POLICE ISSUES A ‘WEEE’ STEP TO RECYCLING MORE

Hampshire County Council encourages householders to
recycle small electrical items at their local household waste
recycling centre (HWRC) instead of throwing them away.
In 2008, 154 million items of small Waste Electronic and
Electrical Equipment (WEEE) such as electric toothbrushes,
toasters and mobile phones were bought in the UK, equating
to around 22kgs per household, but only around 10% were
recycled.
Research suggests that a common reason was that people
tended to recycle old large electrical items such as fridges
and washing machines when buying replacements, but for
smaller items, like kettles, cameras and toasters, one-third
(34%) said they threw them out with the household rubbish.
In fact over 1,000 tonnes of WEEE still end up in household
bins in Hampshire every year.
In addition, many householders put off throwing away their
WEEE because they are unsure of what to do with it. On
average, every household has around three old, broken or
unwanted small electrical goods stored around the home.
What can be recycled?
Identifying which small electrical and electronic items can be
recycled is simple. If it has a mains cable, or uses replaceable
batteries, or needs charging, or has the crossed-out wheelie
bin logo on it, then it can be taken to an HWRC. Examples
include hairdryers, curling tongs, hi-fis, food mixers, lamps,
batteries, energy saving light bulbs and fluorescent tubes.
Hampshire County Council’s Executive Member for
Environment, Councillor Mel Kendal, said: “Families in
Hampshire already recycle an impressive 4,428 tonnes of
electrical waste per year. But there are still many small electrical
items being thrown away with the household rubbish or left to
gather dust."
Waterlooville HWRC is open from 8am until . . .

7pm - 1st April to 30th September
4pm - 1st October to 28th February
5pm - 1st March to 31st March


