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MIKE ATTRIDGE
'BRICKWORK'

Free estimates with no obligation
Horndean-Lovedean-Cowplain

Clanfield-Waterlooville
  023 9223 2280

DECORATIVE GARDEN WALLS,
PATIOS AND ALL OTHER

BRICKWORK UNDERTAKEN

EAST

THE MAYOR’S CHARITY APPEAL FUND 2009/10
Mayor’s Charity Ball on 21st December at Lakeside,
Hayling Island.
For further details about this event, or to make a
donation, please contact the Mayor’s Secretary, Anne
Thurlow, on  9244 6152 or email:
anne.thurlow@havant.gov.uk.
The Mayor’s Charity Appeal is raising funds for the
Elizabeth Foundation and Off the Record.

Meet Santa on the 5th/6th December at Asda,
Bedhampton and at the Havant Meridian Centre on 12th/13th
and 19th/20th December, thanks to help from the Havant Lions.

The Combined Churches Carol Service will take place in
the Waterlooville  Precinct, London Road,  at 12 noon on
Saturday 19th December.

Seasonal Greetings
The Committee members and all of us

involved in the production and delivery of The
Ratepayer wish you a Happy Christmas and
prosperous New Year.

Christmas Fair - Sat 12th Dec in the Sacred Heart Room,
rear of Sacred Heart Church, London Road, Waterlooville.
New Gifts stall, Book Fair, Cakes, Raffle, Coffee and mince
pie, 9.30 to 12 noon. Free admission. Proceeds will be shared
with The Rowans Hospice.

DO YOU ENJOY A GOOD WALK
AND YOU HAVE A COUPLE OF HOURS

A MONTH TO SPARE?
The Ratepayer Magazine volunteer deliverers need extra

help for Bevan Road/Herriott Close Lovedean; Hartplain
Avenue (Milton Road End), Cowplain and Upper/Lower
Berewood, Waterlooville. Please contact our Distribution
Manager, Maureen Walker on   9225 7305.

ACORN CENTRE - CHRISTMAS EVENTS
12th Dec 5.30pm to 10pm Dinner Party with entertainment
afterwards  - £8.
19th Dec (time tba) Under 13s’ Christmas Party - £1.50 or £2
on the door.
Tickets for these events can be obtained from the Acorn
Centre, Eagle Avenue,   9225 8423

 THE PORTSMOUTH CHORUS WELCOMES YOU
TO THEIR FESTIVE CONCERT

“The Joyful Sounds of Christmas” takes place on Saturday
5th December in the new prestigious Mountbatten Centre,
Alexandra Park, Portsmouth at 7.30pm. Also appearing on
stage will be “Festival Brass”.
Tickets are £12, £6 children, £10 for senior citizens and are
available from Gina Dore, 27 Eileen Beard House, Bartons
Road, Havant PO9 5RX,  9261 9726 or you can book on
line at www.theportsmouthchorus com. We look forward to
singing to you.

www.theratepayer.co.uk

RESIDENTS' ASSOCIATION
NEXT PUBLIC MEETING

7.30PM THURSDAY 10TH DECEMBER
COWPLAIN ACTIVITY CENTRE

ALL WELCOME
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THINGS ARE HEATING UP
AT THE QUEEN ELIZABETH COUNTRY PARK

Each year, up to 80 tonnes of wood, from the surrounding
land, fuels a biomass boiler that provides heating and hot
water for the QE Country Park Visitor Centre and offices.
It has run for nearly two years and now the project is complete
with the addition of a wood chip store and machinery barn,
built from wood grown in the Park. The cut wood is stored on
site, to reduce moisture content, before being chipped and
fed to a boiler that heats up the water in an 1800-litre buffer
tank.
EDF Energy’s Green Fund provided £25,000 towards the
project as an inspiration to tackling climate change by
reducing our carbon footprint.

BUS SERVICES TO QUEEN ALEXANDRA HOSPITAL
Bus access to the Queen Alexandra Hospital (QA) for staff,

patients and visitors is possible through the following service
improvements. The routes access Portsmouth via the M275.
‘Stagecoach’ extended Route 20, from Havant and Leigh Park
via Crookhorn, to Queen Alexandra Hospital, Portsmouth City
Centre and Gunwharf Quays. For information visit
www.stagecoachbus.com/south or call  0845 121 0190
‘First’ introduced a new route – Service X42 – serving
Crookhorn and South Downs College via Waterlooville town
centre to Queen Alexandra Hospital, Portsmouth City Centre
and Gunwharf Quays. For information visit www.firstgroup.com/
firsthampshire or call  0870 010 6022.

MEN ARE JUST HAPPIER PEOPLE
What do you expect from such simple creatures?
Your last name stays put.
The garage is all yours.
Wedding plans take care of themselves.
Chocolate is just another snack.
You can be President.
You can never be pregnant.
You can wear a white T-shirt to a water park.
You can wear NO shirt to a water park.
Car mechanics tell you the truth.
The world is your urinal.
You don’t have to stop and think of which way to turn a nut
on a bolt.
Same work, more pay.
Wrinkles add character.
People never stare at your chest when you’re talking to them.
New shoes don’t cut, blister, or mangle your feet.
One mood all the time!
Phone conversations are over in 30 seconds flat.
You know stuff about tanks.A five-day holiday requires only
one suitcase.
You can open all your own jars.
You get extra credit for the slightest act of thoughtfulness.
If someone forgets to invite you, he or she can still be your
friend.
Your underwear is £8.95 for a three-pack.
Three pairs of shoes are more than enough.
You almost never have strap problems in public.
You are unable to see wrinkles in your clothes.
Everything on your face stays its original colour.
The same hairstyle lasts for years, maybe decades.
You only have to shave your face and neck.
You can play with toys all your life.
One wallet, one pair of shoes and one colour for all seasons.
You can wear shorts no matter how your legs look.
You can “do” your nails with a pocket knife.
You have freedom of choice concerning growing a moustache.
You can do Christmas shopping for 25 relatives on December
24 in 25 minutes.

No wonder men are happier.

That sounds a bit strange these days, when most people
bath or shower several times a week but in my childhood
(1940s & 50s) our house had just one cold-water tap, no inside
toilet and no bathroom.
Bath-night was exactly that. The one night in the week when
all three of us in the household had a bath! Not very hygienic
you might think, but when I tell you the process my dad had
to go through to get the water hot you can see why bath
night was only once a week.
The only sources of hot water were a kettle (not an electric
one) and a copper boiler in the scullery, which would heat
about 10 gallons of water for bathing or washing. The copper
was heated by lighting a fire underneath it.
My dad (a grocer) would bring old wooden cheese boxes
home from his work on his bicycle. The boxes were broken
up into small enough pieces to fit under the boiler. About
midday on bath day, usually Wednesdays, because my dad
had a half-day off work, the fire was lit and it had to be kept
going all afternoon for the water to be hot enough for us all to
have a bath that evening.
The bath was what was called a
‘bungalow bath’ (a posh name for a tin
bath) and it hung on a nail outside of
the scullery. On bath-night it was
brought in and put on the mat in front
of the iron range in the kitchen (that was the only good bit –
while bathing in front of the fire you could listen to the radio).
The water had to be brought in from the copper by the bucket
full. There was no tap on the copper so you had to scoop it
out with the bucket.
The bath ended up with about 3 or 4 inches of water and was
topped up with more hot after each person’s bath so the last
one had the most water. It then had to be emptied, once
again, with the bucket and then went back on the nail ready
for next week – After that it was time for bed.
                  And that was bath-night!    Peter Derham

DENMEAD BRIDGE CLUB
The club is holding a Christmas party on Monday 14th
December. A light-hearted bridge competition will be held,
with prizes awarded for the winners and the usual delicious
eats brought along by members. As always, all proceeds
from the evening will be passed on to the Club charity, the
Rowans Hospice in Purbrook.
Anyone wishing to play bridge are welcome at the club
meetings, which take place at the Community Centre, School
Lane, Denmead on Monday evenings from 7 pm to 10pm.
(no meeting on December 28th). Contact the Club Secretary,
Pam Holdsworth for more information   9243 6385.

NEW EXERCISE STUDIO AT WATERLOOVILLE LEISURE
CENTRE

Havant Borough Council and Horizon Leisure Centres are
working together to provide a new exercise studio facility at
Waterlooville Leisure Centre for the start of 2010.
It will create new fitness classes and will be available to hire
for birthday parties and as a meeting and training venue for
local businesses.
For more information please visit the Horizon Leisure Centres
website: www.horizonlc.com

BATH NIGHT - THE ONE NIGHT  IN THE WEEK
                         WHEN WE ALL HAD A BATH



8

Old photos and news cuttings - I am always willing to give a
good home to any of these and can promise they will be well
looked after.   9224 0653.
RE-ACTION (Tools for Self Reliance) - If you have any tools
suitable for refurbishment, or scrap lead, copper or brass to
help raise money to  dispatch the tools abroad, please contact
Bob Ginger  9226 8762.
St George's Church Hall, Waterlooville, holds Coffee
Mornings every Wednesday and Friday from 10am to 12 noon
in St George's Hall. All proceeds to charity. Also a Market
every Thursday from 9.30am to 11.30am. Home made cakes,
produce, cards, crafts, eggs, plants, etc. Refreshments also
available.
Gospel Hall, Mill Road, Waterlooville, holds Coffee Mornings
each Friday, from 10am to 12 noon. Tea, coffee and
homemade cakes.
Waterlooville Town Market - each Friday in the Precinct.
Angel Radio - 101.1 FM - the nostalgia radio station serving
the local community. For information:  9248 1988, website:
www.angelradio.co.uk, email:  studio101.1@hotmail.co.uk
Waterlooville Community Board Meetings -  'South Meeting'
none in December.  'North Meeting' on Mon 7nd Dec at Hart
Plain Church. Meetings start at 6.30pm and are open to public.
For information  9244 6416.
SNAP (Say No And Phone) Disco - Theme 'Back to Skool'
takes place on Sat 12th December, from 7.30pm to 10.30pm
at Havant Leisure Centre. Theme 'Christmas Cheer'. This event
enables 11-17yr. olds to enjoy a good night out in a drug/
alcohol free environment. Entry £7, or £6 ticket bought in
advance from Havant/Waterlooville Leisure Centres and Asda
Havant. Snacks and vending machines available and free use
of Bouncy Castle and Nintendo Wii - with 10ft screen. For £1
extra, the Play Centre is available.
Waterlooville and District Philatelic Society meet on Thu
17th December at Westbrook Hall, Tempest Avenue from
7.30pm to 9.30pm. Subject: Chairman's evening.   9259 3987
for further details.

CHAT TO A FRIEND IN HAMPSHIRE
Are you an older person living alone or with someone else in
Hampshire? If you need information about services and facilities
or help then  08000 323456. The call is free, confidential and
supportive. Available 9am - 11pm, 365 days per year!

EDITORIAL NOTICES

Cowplain – Christmas cards and
children’s wooden toys have now arrived. We would like to
thank all of you who support us especially those who have
signed up to Gift Aid, which has raised an additional £3million
from our 370 shops in the 3 years it has been running.

Havant Borough Talking Newspaper , 19 East Street, Havant.
Information, guidance and comfort for the blind and visually
impaired.   9248 0101 or visit www.hbtn.org.uk

Portsmouth & District Beekeepers - for information   9238
1881 or roysbees@yahoo.co.uk

Lovedean W.I. meet at the Lovedean Village Hall on the 2nd
Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm (except August) Secretary
Celia Gorman   9259 5142.

www.theratepayer.co.uk

An Apology - In the October magazine we told you about
electric blanket testing and gave you a telephone number to
ring for an appointment. Unfortunately the telephone number
was incorrect. The advertiser was very sorry this happened
and apologises.

CHRISTMAS SERVICES
Sat 5th 4.30pm Waterlooville Christmas Lights

switch-on
Sat 19th 12 noon Carols in the Precinct
St. Wilfrid’s Church: Padnell Road, Cowplain  9226 2295
Sun 6th 6.30pm Advent Service with other churches
Sun 14th 5pm Christingle Service
Thu 17th 3.30pm Messy Church
Sun 20th 6.30 pm Nine Lessons & Carols
Thu 24th 3pm Christmas Eve Crib Service for families

11pm Midnight Communion
Fri 25th 8am Holy Communion (old prayer book)

10am Christmas Praise
Westbrook Church: Westbrook Hall, Tempest Avenue
Thu 10th 6pm Community Carols
Sat 12th 10am Free Christmas Fun
Sun 13th 10am Children’s Nativity
Fri 25th 10am Christmas Praise and Holy Communion
Waterlooville Baptist Church: London Road  9225 5577
Sun 13th 10.30am Morning Service with Nativity play
Sun 20th 6.30pm Candlelit Carols Service
Fri 25th 10.30m Christmas Day Family Service
Cowplain Evangelical Church: Durley Avenue  9226 2188
Sun 20th 5pm and 7.30pm Carols By Candlelight
Thu 24th 11.30pm Christmas Eve Service
Fri 25th 10am Christmas Day Service
Sacred Heart Catholic Church: Stakes Hill Road
Contact   9226 2145 for information
Living Waters Fellowship: Kite Close  9242 5075
Sat 19th 7pm 3-course Christmas Dinner

and entertainment
Sun 20th 10.30am Christmas Service
Fri 25th 11am Christmas Day Service
Lovedean United Reformed Church: Lovedean Village Hall

 9234 8724
Tue 15th 7.30pm Carols By Candlelight
Fri 25th 11.15am Christmas Day Service
St. George’s: Hambledon Road, Waterlooville    9226 2145
Fri 4th 3.45pm Schools Christmas Concert
Mon 7th 3.45pm Schools Christmas Concert
Sun 20th 6pm Christmas Carol Service
Thu 24th 5pm Christingle Service

11.30pm Midnight Mass
Hart Plain Church: Hart Plain Avenue, Cowplain Joint
Anglican and Methodist  9226 4551
Sun 20th 6.30pm Carol Service
Thu 24th 4pm Christmas Eve Crib Service

11.30pm Midnight Communion
Fri 25th 9am Christmas Day Service
Bethesda Mission: Lovedean Lane  9259 1101
Sun 20th 11am Christmas Family Service
Fri 25th 10.30am Christmas Readings and Carols

HAVANT’S MAYOR GETS BLOGGING
For anyone with Internet access, the Mayor of Havant,

Councillor Jackie Branson, is sharing her thoughts with the
local community through a blog.
It can be found through a link on the main page of the Council’s
website. (www.havant.gov.uk)
With numerous posts every week, the blog provides a unique
insight into her role as ‘First Citizen’ and the civic and
ceremonial engagements that she attends plus her thoughts
on a range of topics.
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NEXT BLOOD DONATION SESSIONS
Tue 1st Dec and 5th Jan, 1.30pm to 3.25pm and 4.30pm to
7.15pm at Waterlooville  Community Centre (Behind ASDA).
Thu 10th Dec and 14th Jan, 1.30pm to 3.25pm and 4.30pm
to 7.15pm at St Wilfrid's Church Hall, Padnell Road, Cowplain.

National Blood Service Website -  www.blood.co.uk
You can pre book appointments via  0845 7 711 711.

USEFUL INFORMATION
Waterlooville Police Station: Swiss Road, Waterlooville,
Hants. PO7 7FX.  999 in emergencies, 101 for non-
emergency calls or leave information-only messages, in
strict confidence, on  Crimestoppers  0800 555 111.
Registrar of Births and Deaths: “Fernglen” Town Hall Road,
Havant.  9248 2533. Hours: Mon - Fri 9am - 1pm. Mon and
Tue 2pm - 3.30pm.
Citizens’ Advice Bureau, Swiss Cottage, 9 St. Georges
Walk (Hambledon Road) Waterlooville. Drop-in sessions
Wed to Fri, 10am to 12.30pm. Telephone advice line 
0870 126 4858, open Mon to Thu, 10am to 2pm . Online
Advice Guide: www.adviceguide.org.uk.
Disabled Information and Advice Line (DIAL)  9282
4853 (answer phone when closed).
Good Neighbours Schemes: Cowplain  9225 4090.
Waterlooville  9226 6005. Help line 9am - 6pm, Mon to
Fri. Website www.stgeorgesnews.org/goodneighbours.
For small odd jobs, errands and help.
Community Centres and Halls:

Westbrook Hall email treasurer.wha@talktalk.net
The Acorn Centre, Wecock  9225 8423
Waterlooville  9225 6823
Cowplain  9226 7029
Merchistoun Hall  9259 7114
Lovedean Village Hall  9259 3904
Deverell Hall Purbrook  9243 0217
Havant and District MENCAP, Anders House, Milton
Road. Available for hire.  9225 7636
Springwood Community Blding  9223 0330

Help in Bereavement - Trained visitors to stand by you when
you need a friend.  9266 8884.
Faulty street lighting, traffic lights or road defects? -
Report to  0800 506 060 or visit www.hants.gov.uk and
follow the link to 'report highway defect'. (Quote lamp post
number)

WATERLOOVILLE AND DISTRICT
RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

(Covering the Wards of Cowplain, Stakes, Waterlooville
and Hart Plain including part of Lovedean)
President: D. Foyle I.S.M.,  9225 7467
Vice President: F Rozzell,  9259 3198
Chairman: Mr. D. Pink, 74 Cherry Tree Avenue, Cowplain,
Hants. PO8 8AP.  9224 0653.
Vice Chairman: Mrs. J. Rea,  9225 8261
Hon. Treasurer: Mr. N. Chedzey, 103 Sutton Road,
Cowplain, Waterlooville, PO8 8PT,  9242 6575
Hon. Secretary & Minutes Secretary:
Hazel Matthews,  9226 8780
Distribution Manager: Mrs Walker,  9225 7305

ADVERTISING AND MAGAZINE ARTICLES
At present there is no advertising space available. For
general enquiries, comments, and corrections or to
submit an article please contact the Business Manager/
Magazine Compiler at 11 Ruskin Way, Waterlooville,
PO8 8JX or email: business@theratepayer.co.uk.

EDUCATION AND YOUTH SERVICES
Area Education Officer (Area 3), Havant Local Education
Office, River Way, Havant,  9249 8200.
PRE-SCHOOL
Early Years Education and Family Services
For further information please contact reception staff at Mill
Hill Early Years Centre, Mill Road.  9224 0077.
Cowplain Community Pre-School, Hart Plain Avenue,
Waterlooville, PO8 8RY  9226 1822.
INFANT, PRIMARY AND JUNIOR SCHOOLS
Hart Plain Infant School, Hart Plain Ave.  9226 2511
Hart Plain Junior School, Hart Plain Ave  9226 3200
Horndean C.E. (Cont.) Junior School, Five Heads
Road.  9259 2236.
Horndean Infant School, Merchistoun Road.  9259
3453
Hulbert Junior School, Springwood Avenue.  9225
8011
Woodcroft Primary School, Woodcroft Lane, Lovedean.

 9259 1616
Padnell Infant School, Padnell Avenue.  9226 3784
Padnell Junior School, Padnell Road.  9225 2752
Purbrook Infant School, Aldermoor Road East,
Purbrook.  9261 0761
Purbrook Junior School, Address as above.  9225
4577
Queens Inclosure Primary School, Corneilius Drive,
Cowplain.  9226 8067
St. Peter’s Catholic Primary School, Stakes Hill Rd,
Waterlooville.  9226 2599
Stakes Hill Infant School, Springwood Avenue.  9226
2078
Waite End Primary School, Mill Road.  9225 6955
SECONDARY SCHOOLS AND POST 16 COLLEGES
* Cowplain Community School, Hart Plain Avenue. 
9261 2020.
Crookhorn College of Technology, Stakes Hill Rd. 
9225 1120.
Horndean Technical College, Barton Cross, Horndean. 
9259 4325.
† Oaklands R.C. School, Stakes Hill Rd.  9225 9214.
Purbrook Park, Park Avenue, Purbrook.  9237 0351
Havant College, New Road, Havant.  9248 3856.
The Southdowns College, College Road, Havant. 
9279 7979.
ADULT AND CONTINUING EDUCATION
All enquiries   9279 7988.
SPECIAL SCHOOLS
Havant Education Support Centre (PRU), Hart Plain
Avenue, Cowplain.  9226 5386.
Waterloo Special School, Warfield Avenue, Waterlooville.

 9225 5956.
Rachel Madocks School, Eagle Avenue, Cowplain. 
9224 1818.
Woodlands Education Centre, 18 Hemlock Road,
Cowplain.  9226 5042.
YOUTH PROVISION AND COUNSELLING
T.A.S.K. After School Club is open to anyone in the
Waterlooville/Cowplain Area.  9249 8377 for details.
Cowplain Youth Centre, Cowplain School, Hart Plain
Avenue, Cowplain.  9223 1042.
Off The Record, Youth Counselling and Advice.  9247
4724.
KUMON MATHS AND ENGLISH
An after school club takes place on Tuesdays and Fridays,
3.30pm to 5.30pm at Waterlooville Community Centre. 
01730 231287 for details.

* Main Stream Schools with special provision.
† Schools with Post 16 provision.

C³ Listening Service - A caring, confidential and Christian
listening service  0753 2021498 to arrange a meeting.
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The word pantomime comes from the
Greek meaning of ‘An Imitator of things’
and used to describe a solo performer who
would mime; the act being often
accompanied by music. During the reign

of Augustus, ancient Romans also enjoyed ‘pantomimus’.
This style of theatre became very popular possibly because
performances were often bawdy and rowdy. The actor did
not speak - instead the audience had to guess the story
from his gestures and the different face masks that he wore
and, like the Greeks, the story was told to music.
 Modern pantomime can be traced back to the 18th century
when writers employed folk and fairy tales from across Europe
as the basis of plays such as Cinderella, Aladdin, and Jack
and the Bean Stalk.
Music and song were a fundamental aspect of pantomime
since the first Greek actor took to the stage. One possibly
reason why pantomime became popular was the 1737
Licensing Act. This ruled that the performance of spoken
dramas could only be performed at the two Patent Theatres
(Theatre Royal Dury Lane and Covent Garden) whilst
performances in other theatres had to include at least 5 pieces
of vocal music in each act. The ruling strengthened the
importance of song and music within pantomime. Songs in
early pantomimes were commissioned and later the lyrics
were tailored to reflect the plot. Nowadays, the background
of the actors is often reflected in the lyrics.
In the early 19th century, Joseph Grimaldi, who despite his
Italian name and family origins was born in London. He is
credited for introducing audience participation into English
pantomime by encouraging audiences to join him in singing
popular songs.
Audience participation in modern pantomimes include,
warning other characters of the approach of the dastardly
villain by booing or shouting “he’s behind you” and yelling
catch phrases at certain characters as they make an entrance.
Singing contests, helping to cast spells or being involved in
confounding the evil intentions of the baddies are also
essential elements of audience participation, a delight for
children of any age!
In Victorian times, when even the legs of a piano were covered
for modesty’s sake, the gentleman of the day craved for the
mere sight of a shapely ankle or a well-turned calf. Whilst the
ladies in his immediate acquaintance would be corseted and
covered, artistic licence allowed ladies on the stage to wear
costumes that revealed their legs in tights, as long as they
were playing a male role! Perhaps this explains why early
pantomimes attracted such a large number of men.

HE’S BEHIND YOU! OH NO HE’S NOT!
Today, our male hero is still played by a girl usually dressed
in a short skirt, tights and high boots; and arguably most
men and women would agree that an actress playing the
principal boy role retains her femininity. The introduction of
the slapped thigh is credited to the actress Elizabeth Poole,
who played principal boy roles in the 1830’s.
So we have had women playing men and now we have men
playing women, which follow another theatrical convention.
The Dame, who usually plays the hero’s mother, is often
portrayed as eccentric and unattractive who seems to
possess all the ‘wrong’ qualities that are accepted in polite
society, whilst she thinks she exhibits all the correct virtues.
Nevertheless, this comic character is portrayed as a warm
and kind person who hardly ever involves herself in the evil
plots and always enters the stage in a larger-than-life way.
Another bunch of totally over the top male characters acting
as women are the Ugly Sisters. They are rarely seen in the
same bizarre outfit twice; they provide the main comic element
to the show but unlike the Dame they do get themselves
caught up in the evil plots but never become total baddies.
Yet another theatre tradition is the entry of characters onto
the stage. The baddies always entered stage-left and the
goodies always entered stage-right, as seen from the
audience. This can be traced back to medieval days when
the actor playing the devil entered stage-left, the entrance to
hell, sometimes in a puff of smoke. The good characters
appeared from the right side of the stage, the entrance to
heaven.
Since the early days, animal roles or skin parts have been an
important aspect of the show. A young Charles Chaplin was
the rear end of a pantomime horse and many other famous
actors and comedians have started their careers as either
the front or back end of an
animal.
So there we have it. To us
the plot is straightforward. A
girl dressed as a boy who is the son of a man dressed as a
woman, will win the heart of another girl, surprisingly dressed
as a girl, with the assistance of one or two persons dressed
like an animal. Oh and the audience gets involved in virtually
every scene! Simple, but try explaining English pantomime
to a visitor from overseas!
The moral to each and every pantomime story is the fight of
evil against good, and as we all know, good always
overcomes the evil plot of the dastardly villain, he and his
cohorts reform and everyone lives happily ever after . . .
However, he’s still behind you! Enjoy your panto this year.

Geoff Lynch

A VERY SHORT STORY
OF PANTOMIME

TV personality Esther Rantzen has lent her support to the
NHS Hampshire’s new ‘Sign Up’ campaign - a free membership
scheme designed to offer tailor-made health advice to residents
in Hampshire.
Esther is well known for her commitment to health campaigns,
having hosted TV consumer programme ‘That’s Life’ for over
21 years and pioneering the launch of Child Line.
“We who live in and love Hampshire need to get involved in
anything which helps to promote health and improve local
people’s wellbeing.

NHS Hampshire’s ‘Sign Up’ initiative gives people the
opportunity to influence and shape health services in their
area and to receive information about the health issues, which
are important to them.  That’s why I have pledged my support.”
Everyone who signs up can also access special on-line offers
via NHS Discounts, as well as health related incentives, health
advice on specific issues, updates on healthy activities and
savings from leisure and travel companies.
You can sign up at www.signuphants.nhs.uk or call  023
8062 7434 to register.

ESTHER RANTZEN PLEDGES HER SUPPORT TO ‘SIGN UP’

HAVANT FREEGLE is part of a new online re-use network called Freegle formed in the UK as an alternative to
Freecycle. In the UK there are 198 local groups representing over 908,000 members who offer unwanted household
items for reuse by others, rather than dumping them. The ‘Freegle’ website is open to everyone who wants to
do their bit for the planet - just visit www.iloveFreegle.org.

FREE

GIVING

LOCALLY

EASILY


