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MIKE ATTRIDGE
'BRICKWORK'

DECORATIVE GARDEN WALLS,
PATIOS AND ALL OTHER

BRICKWORK UNDERTAKEN

Free estimates with no obligation
Horndean-Lovedean-Cowplain

Clanfield-Waterlooville

  023 9224 0240

RESIDENTS' ASSOCIATION MEETING(AGM)
7.30pm, Thursday 13th March in

Cowplain Activity Centre
All welcome

Salt Spreaders and
Snow Ploughs are

at the ready
16,000 tonnes of salt is
stocked, highways teams and
emergency crews are in
place, 60 salting lorries are
ready and local weather
forecast arrangements and

ice detection systems are all set up and ready to tackle
the winter ahead.
Hampshire County Council (HCC) is prepared, once
again, to take on the wintery conditions that may occur,
with enough salt for 15 days of continuous salting, this
equates to salting approximately 75,000 miles of roads.
Some 3,000 community salt bins around the County are
being topped up so local communities can help themselves
to keep pavements and smaller roads clear from ice and
snow, and 120 farmers and other contractors are on stand-
by with snow ploughs.
With 5,600 miles of road in Hampshire, the council along
with Amey treat them on a priority basis to keep Hampshire
moving. ‘Priority One’ routes carry 80 per cent of the total
traffic in Hampshire and include A roads, some B roads,
major bus routes, roads to major emergency services,
large schools, areas of high traffic concentration and all
public transport areas.
These Priority One routes are routinely treated when the
road surface temperature is forecast to drop below zero
degrees celsius or ice / frost is predicted. It can take up to
three and a half hours to complete the pre-salting of a
Priority One route.
After several days of prolonged severe weather, ‘Priority
Two’ routes, which include remaining B roads and single
access roads to villages may be treated. Additionally,
community routes may also be treated to ensure roads to
other smaller schools, GPs surgeries and areas of
community activity are usable.
Last year saw prolonged severe weather across
Hampshire which led to 88 per cent more salt being spread
than in 2011-12. Overall the Council carried out 110 full
salting runs, covered 308,000 kilometres and spread
24,500 tonnes of salt.
Need live updates? HCC’s twitter feed: @hantsconnect.

Battle Lines
Join us and make your memories matter!

Battle Lines is a project which explores how the people
and area of Havant and Hampshire have been affected
by war and conflict. We are inviting the public to tell us
their stories, from WWI to Modern Warfare.
Over the next few months The Spring will be working with
Forest Forge Theatre Company to gather real life stories
about war and its impact on Havant and its residents. The
memories and stories collected will be used to create 3
new short plays that focus on the experiences of the people
and communities of Hampshire during WWI, WWII and
throughout modern warfare. The completed plays will tour
venues across Hampshire, and be performed at The Spring
in March 2014.
The Battle Lines project is Forest Forge’s way of
commemorating the experiences of Hampshire
communities during wartime. It is so important that our
Communities unwritten stories are told and captured before
they pass out of living memory. We want to hear them all –
both the big, communal histories and the everyday,
personal memories.’ David Haworth, Forest Forge
Associate Director and script-writer for ‘Battle Lines’
For more information please call the Box Office on   9247
2700 or email: josephinep@thespring.co.uk or call   9224
9063.
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A Switch in Time Saves Money
Residents across the Borough of Havant can save money
on their energy bill by signing up to a scheme which uses
the power of the consumer to get the best price.
Anyone who chooses to sign up will join thousands of
others from across the county and have Switch Hampshire
take the stress out of swapping energy suppliers by testing
the market for the best price. The scheme is supported by
Havant Borough Council and there is no obligation to
change supplier once a quote has been sent.
Switch Hampshire ran successfully from May to July 2013
and has now re-launched offering the same scheme. The
scheme covers residents who use gas, electricity or both
and also those who use pre-payment meters. Residents
do not have to agree to pay their bills by direct debit or
online if they do decide to switch.
To register with the scheme, you will need to know your
current energy tariff for gas and/or electricity and how
much energy you have used over the past year (either in
£s or Kwhs). These details should be on your annual
statement but if you cannot find them, your energy supplier
will be able to provide you with this information.
Once registration closes on 17 February 2014, you will be
contacted with details of how much you could save. There
is no obligation to switch supplier but if you do decide to
take up the offer the switching process will be managed
for you.
Registration closes on 17 February 2014, for more details
and to register go to www.hants.gov.uk/switch or   01962
846828.

New Funding Stream - World War I Commemoration
and D-Day - To mark 100 years since the start of the First
World War, and 70th anniversary of D-Day, Hampshire
County Council has launched a brand new grant scheme
to help support local communities in their plans to mark
these historic milestones next year. Funding of between
£200 and £2,000 to help match-fund community-led
projects and events will be made available through the
new ‘Hampshire Commemorates’ scheme, which forms
part of the raft of events and initiatives planned by the
County Council to mark the anniversaries. If you are
planning on marking these occasions (regardless of
whether you are intending to apply for this funding) please
could you let Debbie Vodden Economic Development
Officer at EHDC aware so that they can help ensure it is
promoted effectively? Email Debbie:
debbie.vodden@easthants.gov.uk

Sport relief mile is coming –sign up today for early
bird discount -  Havant Borough Council is advising its
residents to take advantage of the early bird discount and
sign-up for the Sport Relief Mile, at Staunton Country Park
on Sunday 23rd Mar. This opportunity is for a limited period
only, a 50% discount, so sign-up today, visit
www.tinyurl.com/Sport-Relief-Mile-Havant In the past the
Sport Relief Mile has been very well attended in the borough
with the number of participants increasing each year. The
last event in 2012 topped a staggering 450 people, a
massively successful event!

Real Time Passenger Information (RTPI) – Audio Fobs
for the blind and visually impaired are now available to use
in bus shelters equipped with an RTPI screen The RNIB
key fob activates an aural mode enabling passengers to
hear the RPTI information displayed on the screen. Key
fobs are available from Hampshire County Council; please
contact Tania McCarthy for more information. Call   01962
847550, tina.mccarthy@hants.gov.uk

Help In Bereavement - Help in Bereavement social club
coffee morning is held at St George’s church hall every
second Monday of each month, 10.00 to 12.00 am. Cost?
A donation. This group is for anyone who may be
bereaved, recently or for any length of time. It is an
opportunity to meet others and to join us in our trips and
outings. Contact Linda on   078344 57284.

Rats - The Prevention of Damage by Pests Act 1949 places
a duty on owners and occupiers of property to keep their
land free from rodents and a duty on the Council to ensure
that owners and occupiers fulfil their duty.
If owners and occupiers fail in their obligations under the
Act, formal action may be taken against them by the Council
and/or they may be required to engage a private
contractor.
In order to assist owners and occupiers fulfil their duty to
keep their property free of rats, we offer a free control
service for rats in domestic and farm premises. However
there are some circumstances in which charges apply.
The most frequent type of rat is the common rat which is
mainly active at night. Rats are a major hazard to health as
they can spread diseases such as Weils Disease and can
cause contamination and damage to foodstuffs. Through
their gnawing habit they also cause considerable structural
damage to woodwork, water pipes and electric cables.
To prevent an infestation make sure drainpipes are not
broken, and drain inspection covers are in good condition.
If you feed birds, use a bird table or a hanging net, and
ensure any food that falls to the ground is cleared away.
Secure outbuildings and sheds so that rats and mice
cannot get inside; and make sure gardens don’t become
overgrown, and don’t let rubbish build up outside (such
as old carpets, timber) as this will provide protection for
rats.In the event of infestation our Pest Control Officers will
visit and survey the area to determine the most appropriate
control measures, which may include the laying of poison
baits along rat runs and in the drainage system.
The baits must be left undisturbed and will be examined
by our officers when a revisit is made. All pesticides are
applied by our qualified and experienced staff to ensure
the safety of the public and to minimise damage to the
environment. For more information ring   9244 6017 or
visit www.havant.gov.uk/environmental-health/rats
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WATERLOOVILLE AND DISTRICT
RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

(Covering the Wards of Cowplain, Stakes, Waterlooville
and Hart Plain including part of Lovedean)

President: Mr. D. Pink  9224 0653
Vice President: Mrs J. Rea  9225 8261
Chairman: Mr.G.Lynch  077038 81754
Vice Chairman: Mrs. E. Tallyn  9225 2594
Hon. Treasurer: Mr. N. Chedzey, 103 Sutton Road,
Cowplain, Waterlooville, PO8 8PT,  9242 6575
Hon. Secretary & Minutes Secretary &
Magazine Compiler Mrs.Hazel Matthews 9226 8780
Distribution Manager: Mr. K. Tallyn  9225 2594

Advertising
At present there is no advertising space available. For
general business enquiries  please contact Geoff Lynch
the Business Manager/Editor at 11 Ruskin Way,
Waterloovil le, PO8 8JX or Email:
business@theratepayer.co.uk or  077038  81754.

Magazine Content
To submit an article, correct an existing entry or comment
on a recent feature please contact Hazel Matthews, the
Magazine Compiler on  9226 8780 or Email:
compiler@theratepayer.co.uk

NEXT BLOOD DONATION SESSIONS
Waterlooville  Community Centre (Behind ASDA): Tue  4
February 11am to 1.30pm and 3.00pm to 5.30pm.

St Wilfrid's Church Hall, Cowplain - tbc
National Blood Service Website - www.blood.co.ukYou

can pre-book appointments via  0300 123 23 23

USEFUL INFORMATION
Nearest Manned Police Station: Havant Police, Civic
Centre Road, Havant  999 in emergencies, 101 for
non-emergency calls or leave information only
messages, in strict confidence, on  Crimestoppers 
0800 555 111.
Registrar of Births, Deaths and Marriages: Havant
Library, 1st Floor Meridian Centre, Havant, PO9 1UN or
Havant Plaza Registration Office, Civic Centre Road,
Havant, PO9 2AX Telephone for an appointment on 
0845 603 5637 Mon - Fri 8am - 8pm, Sat 9.30am - 4pm.

Citizens’ Advice Bureau, Swiss Cottage, 9 St. Georges
Walk (Hambledon Road) Waterlooville. 'Drop-in' hours Mon/
Thu/Fri 10am to 1pm. Telephone advice Mon to Thu, 10am
to 2pm  0844 856 3407. Online Advice:
www.adviceguide.org.uk.

Disabled Information and Advice Line (DIAL)  9282
4853 (answer phone when closed).
Faulty street lighting, traffic lights or road defects?
Report to  0845 603 5633 or visit www.hants.gov.uk and
follow link to ‘report highway defect’. (Quote lamp post
number)

Waterlooville, Purbrook and Cowplain Good
Neighbours: For shopping, transport to medical
appointments, home visits, etc. Waterlooville  9226 6005.
Help line 9am - 6pm, Mon to Fri. All volunteers are CRB
checked and a mileage rate is charged.
Website www.stgeorgesnews.org/goodneighbours.

Education Services
Havant Local Education Office, Riverway. Contact  9249
8200
Pre-School
Cowplain Community Pre-School, Rose Building
Hart Plain Avenue. Contact 9226 1822.
Links Children’s Centre (Cowplain), Linnet Close,
Wecock Farm. Contact: Ben Calder 9224 7362, Email:
links.cc@hants.gov.uk
Website: www3.hants.gov.uk/links-cc
Mill Hill Children’s Centre (Waterlooville), Mill Road,
Waterlooville. Contact: Anita Taylor 9224 0077. Email:
millhill.cc@hants.gov.uk
Website: www3.hants.gov.uk/mill-hill-cc
Infant, Primary and Junior Schools
Hart Plain Infant School, Hart Plain Ave. Contact 9226
2511
Hart Plain Junior School, Hart Plain Avenue. Contact
9226 3200
Horndean Infant School, Merchistoun Road. Contact
9259 3453
Horndean Church Of England (Controlled) Junior
School, Five Heads Road, Horndean, Contact 9259 2236
Mill Hill Primary School, Mill Road, Waterlooville. Contact
9225 6955
Morelands Primary School, Crookhorn Lane, Purbrook
Contact 9225 3770
Padnell Infant School, Padnell Avenue. Contact 9226
3784
Padnell Junior School, Padnell Road. Contact 9225 2752
Purbrook Infant School, Aldermoor Road East. Contact
9261 0761
Purbrook Junior School, Aldermoor Road East. Contact
9225 4577
Queens Inclosure Primary School, Cornelius Drive,
Waterlooville. Contact 9226 8067
St Peter’s Catholic Voluntary Aided Primary School
Stakes Hill Road, Waterlooville.
Springwood Infant School, Springwood Avenue,
Waterlooville. Contact 9226 2078
Springwood Junior School, Springwood Avenue,
Waterlooville. Contact 9225 8011
Woodcroft Primary School, Woodcroft Lane, Lovedean
Contact 9259 3939

Samaritans - Offer a confidential service for those in crisis
24 hours a day. Volunteers do one duty per week plus one
night duty a month. Interested in volunteering? There are
many roles in Samaritans; in addition to the team of listening
volunteers who answer the helpline phones in out Portsmouth
Centre, we also need support volunteers who can help
with fundraising, publicity and promoting our work. If you
feel our work is worthwhile and you have a few spare hours
each week we want to hear from you and will be happy to
send you further information. Email jo@samaritans.org or
ring 9269 1313.

Contact 9226 2599

Old photos and news cuttings - I am always willing to
give a good home to any of these and can promise they
will be well looked after. Phone 9224 0653
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Local Information Dates for Your Diary
Blind Associations
Cowplain Macular Degeneration Support Group
Meet 2nd Thursday of each month, from 1.30 to 3.30pm, at
the Age Concern Borrow Centre, Cowplain. Contact 
9226 4973.
Havant Macular Society Support Group
United Reform Church, North Street/Elm Lane Corner,
Group meets on 4th Thursday of each month 1.30 to
3.30pm.'Phone:  9246 5692
Email: rubyd.unsworth@ntlworld.com
Bowling Clubs
The Borrow Centre, Cowplain Short Mat Bowls. Wednesday
10.00 – 12.30 £3.00 Per session, Beginners And Improvers
Welcome Contact  9226 6423
Cowplain Activity Centre Short Mat Bowls. Monday 9.30 –
12.30 Wed/Thu 1.30pm – 4.30 £2.50 price includes Tea/
Coffee Biscuits Friendly group, new members always
welcome No dress code just soft shoes. Contact  9226
7029
Cowplain Activity Centre Outdoor Bowls. April to
September, Contact Al Joyner  9259 6042
Merchistoun Hall, 106 Portsmouth Road, Horndean,
Horndean Short Mat Bowls . Tuesdays 1.00  - 3pm,
2nd/4th & 5th Wednesday of each month 2.00 -  3.45pm.
Visit www.merchistounhall.co.uk. Contact  9259 7114
Purbrook Short Mat Bowls. Contact  9269 0069 Mr
Edgellery
Waterlooville Bowling Club. Open all year, Outdoor Rink.
 9243 0140 Colin Lowe

Havant & District Writer’s Circle - We meet on the 1st
and 3rd Wednesday of each month, except in August
(when there are no meetings) and December (when we
meet on the 1st Wednesday only). We welcome writers of
all ages and experience. Meetings are held at The Spring
Arts & Heritage Centre, 7.30 to 10.00 pm.
www.havantwriters.co.uk
Blendworth Brass Band - Rehearse at the Blendworth
Church Hall, Blendworth Lane on Thursday evenings from
7.30pm to 9.30pm - experienced and new players
welcome. Visit www.blendworthbrassband.org or call Juliet
Bushnell on  07851607348 for more details.
Havant Borough Talking Newspaper, 19 East Street,
Havant
Is a registered charity whose aim and purpose is to help
bring the local news to blind and visually impaired adults
in the Borough of Havant. Contact Ann   9248 0101 or
www.hbtn.org.uk
Portsmouth and District Beekeepers’ Association - For
advice, membership or swarm clearance please see http:/
/portsmouthbeekeepers.co.uk and use the contact form
or phone / email one of the committee members listed.

Waterlooville Philatelic Society -  9259 3987 Paul
Davidson Davidson61@talktalk.net Wed Feb 19th Spring
Stampex (Islington). Thur Feb 20th Comp. Night (8 Sheets)
and Short Presentation.
Horndean & District Amateur Radio Club - Meetings
held at Anders Hall, off Milton Road, Waterlooville. Start
7.30 Visitors always welcome. Thur Feb 6th Natter night/
social and activities evening; Thur Feb 20th ‘Admiralty
Shutter Telegraph System’ by John Wakefield.
www.hdarc.co.uk
Grand Ruby Charity Ball - Saturday 8th Feb at the Public
Service Plaza. Commencing 7.00pm with drinks and
canapés. 3 course dinner followed by tea, coffee and
chocolates. See more at www.havant.gov.uk/mayor-havant
Waterlooville Probus Club - The February get together
will take the form of the Annual General Meeting. This will
follow the usual lunch, and all members are asked to come
along. The date is the 11th Feb, 12 noon to 3 pm, at the
Mead End Inn, Denmead. For further information about
Probus,  contact Colin Cox on  9259 4112 or by e-mail at
‘colincox364@btinternet.com’.
Cowplain Historical Society - The next meeting will be
on the 19th Feb. Come along and bring your memories
and photos with you.
Bird Watching At Langstone Harbour - 2nd Feb 10.30am
for approximately an hour and a half. A stroll along the
harbour shoreline taking time to observe and identify the
birds that come to this Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.
With Pete Potts, Senior Hampshire Ranger. Dress warmly
and bring binoculars. No dogs please. Organised by
Chichester Harbour Conservancy. Fee: £4 on the day Meet:
The Ship Inn, Langstone PO9 1RD. Free public car park
next to the pub just north of the bridge onto Hayling Island.
Sue Ryder Waterlooville - Do you have a few hours to
spare? Would you like to widen your work experience?
Then come and join us at our busy, fun loving shop in
Waterlooville. You will be supporting a very worthwhile
cause. For more information ring Gail on  9226 8746.
Any quality donations will also be most appreciated.

Ready To Rock School - Write your own songs; create
the music and just Rock! All ages welcome. Thursday
evening 6.00 to 9.15pm at the Springwood Community
Centre, Springwood Avenue Waterlooville. Contact Mark
on  9259 8731 www.readytorockschool.com
Reflections - Ladies Barbershop - Meet every Monday
at Christchurch Hall, Widley, at 1.30 - 3.30. They sing 40’s
music onwards to residential homes, etc and all fees go to
local charities. Contact  9264 1468

www.theratepayer.co.uk

Lonely? ‘Silverline’ is a free, 24 hour ‘phone service for
elderly people who miss having someone to regularly
talk to, who need advice or are suffering from abuse or
neglect. Call  0800 4 70 80 90.  www.thesilverline.org.uk
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Unable to ascertain Copyright

Living History by Hazel Matthews
Its been in the Dockyard to view since 1991 and hopefully
will be open to visit in 2015. But what did it do before that?
HMS M33 is an M29 class monitor and was built in 1915 at
the request of Winston Churchill, First Lord of the Admiralty,
and Admiral Sir ‘Jackie’ Fisher, the First Sea Lord, after
the successful performance of large river monitors, or
‘gunboats’ off the Belgian coast during the early stages of
the war.
As part of a major shipbuilding effort undertaken at the
time, a fleet of shallow drafted coastal bombardment
vessels were ordered from Harland and Wolff in Belfast,
who subsequently subcontracted the building of M.32 and
M.33 to the nearby yard of Workman, Clark & Company.
With a total of 35 similar vessels ordered, and varying in
size from the 8,000 ton Erebus armed with 15 inch guns, to
the 580 ton M33 with two six-inch guns fore and aft, the
speed at which these vessels were built was a considerable
achievement. Ordered on March 15, 1915, the M33 was
launched in late May and accepted into service on the
24th June.
Commanded by Lieutenant Commander Preston-Thomas,
she engaged in her first action in the Gallipoli campaign.
Her twin guns and shallow draught, M33 were designed
for coastal bombardment, supported the Suvla landings,
and spent much of the remaining year patrolling the coast
until the evacuation in January 1916.
She continued to serve in the Mediterranean with
numerous detached squadrons and joined an Anglo-
French force to destroy the Greek fleet in Salamis Bay on
the 1st September, 1916. She was finally paid off at Mudros
on the 10th January, 1919, after three and a half years of
active service. During this time she became known as a
‘lucky’ ship, having survived many engagements while
sustaining no serious damage.
Returning to England for a refit, she was re-commissioned
in May and placed under the command of Lieutenant
Commander Mitchell, and sent along with five other
monitors to Northern Russia to join the British Relief Force
in Murmansk, and cover the withdraw of Allied and White
Russian forces in what was to become known as the Dvina
river campaign.   To be continued.

The Da Pinchi Code
Have kids been scribbling on your front garden wall again?
Well before you scrub it off, take a closer look at the marks.
It is possible they may be of interest to the less savoury
members of our society.
In 2009 in the Tandridge area of Surrey, burglars were
scribbling chalk marks outside homes to let fellow criminals
know which properties to target. The symbols, dubbed
‘the Da Pinchi Code’, may indicate that a home is wealthy,
has already been burgled or may have nothing worth
stealing. The symbols have also appeared in Devon and
Cornwall, the Salford area of Manchester, Torbay and in
October of last year the signs appeared in Sussex.
A sign depicting the outline of a book is used to alert
criminals that a vulnerable female lives in a property and a
capital D with a keyhole drawn in it indicates that burgling
the house is too risky. A series of circles is linked to how
wealthy a home is and a circle with a large cross through
it will tell would-be burglars that the house has nothing
worth stealing. On the other hand, a simple large cross
picks the property out as a good break-in target. Other
marks reveal if a house is alarmed or has already been
burgled.
According to criminal psychologist Dr David Holmes, the
signs are worrying because they indicate thieves are
working in gangs and becoming organised. One reformed
thief thinks by putting the information about the code in
the public domain, it will become less useful to criminals.
Police are advising anyone who finds one of the signs on
their property walls or fences or on pavements close to the
property, to take a picture so it can be reported and then
wash away the chalk immediately.

Concert Details - The Havant Symphony Orchestra is
teaming up with the Portsmouth Chorus, soloists from the
Royal College of Music, and a special guest narrator to
bring you an exciting concert at the Portsmouth Guildhall
on Sat 22nd Feb. This will be the premiere of a sparkling
new version of Gilbert & Sullivan’s finest operetta, The
Yeomen of the Guard. Bring all your friends and family to
make this gala concert a rip-roaring success. For more
information, please follow the link:
http://www.portsmouthguildhall.org.uk/events/the-yeomen-
of-the-guard
Those unfamiliar with the Guildhall box office may wish to
note that phone and internet sales are handled by
Ticketmaster which charges a 5% fee on top of what is
advertised. For those who can get to the Guildhall in person
and pay in cash, there is no booking fee.

The Spring Arts & Heritage Centre has two opportunities
per year for local artists to exhibit their work in the Sadler
Gallery. The Spring is currently looking for photographic
work to be displayed from Mon 24 Mar to Sat 31 May
2014. All of the details can be found on The Spring website
at: http://www.thespring.co.uk/exhibition-applications/ and
(specifically for the photography exhibition) at: http://
www.thespring.co.uk/open-exhibition-2014/


