
1

THETHETHETHETHE

RARARARARATEPTEPTEPTEPTEPAAAAAYERYERYERYERYER
MAMAMAMAMAGAZINEGAZINEGAZINEGAZINEGAZINE

Vol. 53 No. 9 FEBRUARY 2011

ISSUED FREE OF CHARGE Circulation 9,000

Published by the Waterlooville and District Residents' Association (Covering the Wards of Cowplain, Stakes,
Waterlooville and Hart Plain including part of Lovedean). Opinions expressed are those of the contributors. The Publishers
do not accept liability for advertisements, statements in articles or letters published. The Association reserves the right to withdraw or
refuse an advertisement if, in the opinion of the Association, the actions of the advertiser reflect badly on the Association and/or the
Ratepayer Magazine. All articles may be reproduced only in their entirety and must acknowledge their source.© 2011 W.& D.R.A.

MIKE ATTRIDGE
'BRICKWORK'

Free estimates with no obligation
Horndean-Lovedean-Cowplain

Clanfield-Waterlooville
  023 9223 2280

DECORATIVE GARDEN WALLS,
PATIOS AND ALL OTHER

BRICKWORK UNDERTAKEN

EAST

RESIDENTS' ASSOCIATION
AGM

For people living in the Wards of Cowplain,
Stakes, Waterlooville

and Hart Plain, including part of Lovedean

7.30pm Thursday 10th March at
Cowplain Activity Centre

All welcome

Over the years I have heard grumbles from some residents
that there are no leisure facilities available within easy reach
of Cowplain and Lovedean. Whilst agreeing that not
everybody wishes to spend all their free time in any of the
local public houses and acknowledging that there are no local
cinemas, there are still plenty of things on offer.
Many people are quite astonished to discover the wide range
of activities available to them in the two halls that comprise
the complex known as ‘Lovedean Village Hall’.
Situated in Lovedean Lane and approximately half way
between the ‘Green Dragon’ and the ‘Bird in Hand’ public
houses, Lovedean Village Hall was conceived as long ago as
1946! Built eleven years later, and modified several times, it is
today one of the best venues in the area for a variety of
activities. They range from keep-fit and badminton through
toddlers groups, whist clubs, yoga, dancing to a host of other
activities and club meetings. At weekends the hall is a popular
venue for parties and receptions.
The seating capacity is 100 in the Main Hall and 50 in the
Small Hall. Both halls have a modern kitchen, and the Main
Hall has the advantage of a bar area as well as a curtained
stage suitable for minor productions.
There is ample car-parking space and in the summer months
there is a secluded garden to the rear of the premises for
small children to play in safely.
Hiring fees are very competitive and throughout the year the
Hall management Committee run a variety of fund-raising
functions, including Jumble Sales, Car-boot Sales and
Antiques Fairs. It is worth noting that Lovedean Village Hall
was recently awarded the ‘Hallmark Certificate of Excellence’
for the quality of service it provides for its many users.
If you would like more information about either hall, please
telephone the Hall Manager, Mrs C. Harris on  9259 3904, or
if you wish to make a private booking, please contact the
Bookings Secretary, Mrs J Ford on  9259 6636 or visit
www.horndean.net.

THE
LOVEDEAN
HALLS
by A.B.King

VOLUNTEER DRIVER NEEDED
On a monthly basis, we need a driver to deliver 21 parcels

of this magazine to addresses in the Milton Road, Sunnymead
Drive and Hambledon Road area of Waterlooville. We do offer
a small annual payment to go towards your fuel costs.
Interested? Then please contact our Distribution Manager,
Maureen Walker on  9225 7305. Thank you.
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THE CENSUS – 2011
How does it work?

The Office for National Statistics (ONS) designs, manages
and runs the census in England and Wales. The General
Register Office Scotland (GROS) and the Northern Ireland
Statistics and Research Agency (NISRA) are responsible for
the census in Scotland and Northern Ireland. All three conduct
will their 2011 censuses at the same time in order to produce
consistent and coherent set of information that covers the
whole of the UK. ONS will employ up to 35,000 temporary
census field staff for about six weeks.
The 2011 Census on 27th March

Most questionnaires will be delivered by post. People will
be able to complete and submit their questionnaire online or
fill in the paperwork and return it by post. For more information
about the Census visit www.census.gov.uk or telephone 01329
444 972.
The census questionnaire

The 32-page 2011 Census questionnaire contains 56
questions: 14 about the household and its accommodation
and up to 42 for each member of the household to complete.
These include questions about work, education, national
identity, citizenship, ethnic background, second homes,
language, health, religion and marital status. There is a legal
requirement to complete the 2011 Census questionnaire, under
terms of the Census Act.
What happens to the data?

The personal census data is kept confidential for 100 years
and used only to produce census-related statistics.

Who uses the statistics?
Census statistics provide valuable information for public

and private organisations to plan the services in the community
over the next ten years, for example:
An accurate population count helps the Government to
calculate the grants it allocates to each local authority and
health authority.
Data collected about the age, social and economic make up
of the population, general health and long-term illness, enables
the Government and local authorities to plan and fund health
and social services.
Information about housing and its occupants indicates where
accommodation is inadequate and helps in planning new
housing.
Knowing how many people work in different occupations helps
government, local authorities and businesses to plan job and
training policies.
Information about travel to and from work and car ownership
highlights the pressures on transport systems and how road
and public transport could be improved to meet local needs.
Information about ethnic groups helps central and local
government to plan and fund programmes to meet the needs
of these minority groups.
Businesses use census data to decide where to locate or
expand their premises to reflect local demand and the available
workforce.

ON-LINE PETITIONS
Havant Borough Council launched an additional page on

its website in December to encourage residents to use a new
on-line petition facility.
The idea behind this new government request is to engage
communities and encourage them to take a more active role
in the future of their neighbourhoods.
The e-petition is an extension to the usual paper petition
scheme already available.
If you want to know more about the new e-petitions facility
contact Lee Abraham, democratic services team leader on

 9244 6230.

WORD CLEVER
Here’s something for those of you who are clever with

Scrabble and word games in general. When you rearrange
the letters . . .

DORMITORY = DIRTY ROOM
PRESBYTERIAN = BEST IN PRAYER
ASTRONOMER = MOON STARER
THE EYES = THEY SEE
THE MORSE CODE = HERE COME DOTS
SLOT MACHINES = CASH LOST IN ME
ELECTION RESULTS = LIES - LET’S RECOUNT
SNOOZE ALARMS = ALAS! NO MORE Z ‘S
A DECIMAL POINT = IM A DOT IN PLACE
THE EARTHQUAKES:  = THAT QUEER SHAKE
ELEVEN PLUS TWO = TWELVE PLUS ONE

These were obviously worked out by someone with far too
much time on their hands!

The Cowplain Family Practise Building Site in January

A little boy went up to his father and asked:
‘Dad, where did my intelligence come from?’
The father replied.
‘Well, son, you must have got it from your mother, cause
I still have mine.’

www.theratepayer.co.uk
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Old photos and news cuttings - I am always willing to give a
good home to any of these and can promise they will be well
looked after.   9224 0653.
St George's Church Hall, Waterlooville, holds Coffee
Mornings every Wednesday and Friday from 10am to 12 noon
in St George's Hall. All proceeds to charity. Also a Market
every Thursday from 9.30am to 11.30am. Home made cakes,
produce, cards, crafts, eggs, plants, etc. Refreshments also
available.
Gospel Hall, Mill Road, Waterlooville, holds Coffee Mornings
each Friday, from 10am to 12 noon. Tea, coffee and
homemade cakes.
Waterlooville Town Market - each Friday in the Precinct.
Angel Radio - 101.1 FM - the nostalgia radio station serving
the local community. For information:  9248 1988, website:
www.angelradio.co.uk, email:  studio101.1@hotmail.co.uk
Waterlooville Community Board Meetings -  'South Meeting'
Wed 23rd February (Venue to be arranged). 'North Meeting'
Mon 7th February, Cowplain Activity Centre. Meetings start at
6.30pm and are open to public. For info  9244 6416 or visit
www.hcp-partnership.org.uk.
Waterlooville and District Philatelic Society meet on Thu
17th February at Westbrook Hall, Tempest Avenue.
Competition night (8 sheets) and a short presentation.  9259
3987 for further details.
Age Concern H5O hold Coffee Mornings with advice for
the over 50's at The Beacon in The Meridian Shopping Centre,
Havant, from 10am to 12 noon, on the first Tuesday of the
month.
The Havant 50+ Forum meet from 1.30pm to 3.30pm, 1st
Monday of month, at the Beacon (Upstairs) Meridian Centre.
Members of the public are welcome to attend.
HAVANT FREEGLE - offer unwanted household items for reuse
by others, rather than dumping them?
Visit www.iloveFreegle.org.
Coffee & Co - Do you need a listening ear; have you suffered
a loss, redundancy, divorce, bereavement? Come along to
St Wilfrid’s upper hall, Padnell Road, Cowplain, for an
opportunity to chat with others. 10.30am – 12noon, first
Saturday each month. Phone Shirley on   9259 4019 for
more information.
Group support for the bereaved every third Thursday at the
Borrow Centre Cowplain, 10am to 12 noon. Meet other people
who are experiencing the the pain of bereavement. For further
details call Ingrid on  07885 843 863.
Havant Borough Talking Newspaper , 19 East Street, Havant.
Information, guidance and comfort for the blind and visually
impaired.   9248 0101 or visit www.hbtn.org.uk
Chat to a Friend In Hampshire Are you an older person
living alone or with someone else in Hampshire? If you need
information about services and facilities or help then  08000
323 456. The call is free, confidential and supportive. Available
9am - 11pm, 365 days per year!

EDITORIAL NOTICES

Hampshire Walkers walk every Friday morning. If you are
interested in walking 5 miles and more then please phone
Anne Lee  9225 0149 for more information.
Coin Club - Meet on second Friday of month at the Langstone
Conservative Club, at Havant, at 7.30pm. All welcome .
Contact   9238 9419 or email to crsf3639gg10@talktalk.net.

Play Bridge at Waterlooville Bowling Club, Rowlands Avenue.
A social game for all players. Sessions Monday and Thursday,
2pm to 4pm, £1-50 including tea and biscuits. Phone  9225
0033 for more details.

NHS WALK-IN CENTRES
NHS Walk-in Centres offer fast easy access to a range of

NHS services, including health information, advice and
treatment.
The St Mary’s Treatment Centre, the Minor Injuries Unit at
Gosport War Memorial Hospital and the Petersfield Hospital
Minor Injuries Unit have experienced NHS nurses on hand
and the facilities, including x-ray, to treat minor injuries and
illness such as:
Cuts and grazes, Sprains and strains, Broken bones or
fractures, Bites and stings, Infected wounds, Minor head
injuries, Minor eye problems.
You may be treated quicker than at the Emergency
Department where more serious cases have to take priority.
You can get advice on how to stay healthy and information
on out-of-hours GP and dental services, local pharmacy
services and other local health services. You don’t need to
register to use these centres, or to make an appointment.
Patients are seen on a first come first served basis.
St Mary’s NHS Treatment Centre, Milton Road
Milton, Portsmouth, Hants , PO3 6AD,  0845 076
5551.Opening hours: 8am to 9.15pm every day.
Gosport War Memorial Hospital, Bury Road
Gosport, Hants, PO12 3PW.  023 9279 4753 or 023 9279
4754. Opening hours: 8am to 9pm every day.
Petersfield Hospital Minor Injuries Unit, Petersfield
Hospital, Swan Street, Petersfield, Hants, GU32 3LB. 
01730 263221. Opening hours: 8am to 8pm every day (last
admission is 7.40pm)
Note: There is an out of hour’s service that recently moved
from Drayton to the QA Hospital but this is not a Walk-in
Centre.

                    Care
Buy One Get One Free (BOGOF) this month. In addition,

we have a Bargain Basement. When you do your Spring
Cleaning why not donate all those items you no longer need,
or want – ‘clean and donate’! Please visit the Cowplain shop,
enjoy looking around, buy something that takes your fancy
and, please donate £1 to this very worthwhile charity.

Lovedean Village Hall - Jumble Sales are held in alternate
months on the second Saturday, at 1.30pm. The next sale
and mini auction will be held on 13th March, followed by an
Antiques & Collectors Fair on 20th March from 10am to 2pm.

HAMPSHIRE IS NUMBER ONE FOR WASTE AGAIN
In the 2009/10 national waste statistics, published by Defra,

Hampshire was named as the leading county council for
diverting rubbish from landfill for the fifth year in succession,
with just 10.1% of household waste going to landfill.
Hampshire has been a UK leader for managing household
waste for five years and some of this success can be attributed
to the introduction of the Project Integra waste partnership in
the mid 1990s. The majority of non-recyclable waste is burned
cleanly and safely at high temperatures, creating enough
energy to provide electricity to 50,000 homes. Even the
bottom ash from the incinerators is now being mixed with
other materials and used in road construction. Only a very
small amount of household waste is landfilled, and it remains
the county’s ambition to achieve close to zero landfill in the
near future.
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NEXT BLOOD DONATION SESSIONS
Tue 8th Feb and 8th Mar, 1pm to 2.55pm and 4pm to 6.45pm
at Waterlooville  Community Centre (Behind ASDA).
Thu 14th Apr, 2pm to 4pm and 5pm to 7.30pm at St Wilfrid's
Church Hall, Padnell Road, Cowplain.

National Blood Service Website -  www.blood.co.uk
You can pre book appointments via  0845 7 711 711.

USEFUL INFORMATION
Waterlooville Police Station: Swiss Road, Waterlooville,
Hants. PO7 7FX.  999 in emergencies, 101 for non-
emergency calls or leave information-only messages, in
strict confidence, on  Crimestoppers  0800 555 111.
Registrar of Births and Deaths: Havant Library. Visit: Mon
9.15am - 12.15pm and 1pm - 4.30pm. Tue and Fri 9.15am -
12.15pm and 1pm - 4.15pm. Wed 9.15am - 12.30pm. Thu
9.45am - 12.45pm and 1.30pm - 5pm. Telephone  01329
225 397 Mon - Fri 8am - 8pm, Sat 9.30am - 4pm.
Citizens’ Advice Bureau, Swiss Cottage, 9 St. Georges
Walk (Hambledon Road) Waterlooville. 'Drop-in' hours Mon/
Thu/Fri 10am to 1pm. Telephone advice Mon to Thu, 10am
to 2pm  0844 856 3407. Online Advice:
www.adviceguide.org.uk.
Disabled Information and Advice Line (DIAL)  9282
4853 (answer phone when closed).
Good Neighbours Schemes: Cowplain  9225 4090.
Waterlooville  9226 6005. Help line 9am - 6pm, Mon to
Fri. Website www.stgeorgesnews.org/goodneighbours. For
shopping, transport to medical appointments, home visits.

Community Centres and Halls:
Westbrook Hall email treasurer.wha@talktalk.net
The Acorn Centre, Wecock  9225 8423
Waterlooville  9225 6823
Cowplain  9226 7029
Merchistoun Hall  9259 7114
Lovedean Village Hall  9259 3904
Deverell Hall Purbrook  9243 0217
Havant and District MENCAP, Anders Hall, Milton
Road. Available for hire.  9278 7302
Springwood Community Blding  9223 0330

Faulty street lighting, traffic lights or road defects? -
Report to  0800 506 060 or visit www.hants.gov.uk and
follow link to 'report highway defect'. (Quote lamp post no)

WATERLOOVILLE AND DISTRICT
RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

(Covering the Wards of Cowplain, Stakes, Waterlooville
and Hart Plain including part of Lovedean)
President: D. Foyle I.S.M.,  9225 7467
Vice President: F Rozzell,  9259 3198
Chairman: Mr. D. Pink, 74 Cherry Tree Avenue, Cowplain,
Hants. PO8 8AP.  9224 0653.
Vice Chairman: Mrs. J. Rea,  9225 8261
Hon. Treasurer: Mr. N. Chedzey, 103 Sutton Road,
Cowplain, Waterlooville, PO8 8PT,  9242 6575
Hon. Secretary & Minutes Secretary:
Hazel Matthews,  9226 8780
Distribution Manager: Mrs Walker,  9225 7305

ADVERTISING AND MAGAZINE ARTICLES
At present there is no advertising space available. For
general enquiries, comments, and corrections or to
submit an article please contact the Business Manager/
Magazine Compiler at 11 Ruskin Way, Waterlooville,
PO8 8JX or email: business@theratepayer.co.uk.

BT & RM Pensioners meet 1st Tue 1.30pm - 3.30pm at
Cosham Community Centre.  9246 0760.
Cowplain and Horndean Sunshine Club: Age Concern,
Borrow Day Centre, alternate Fri at 2pm.  9234 3709.
Renaissance Social Group meets monthly on Thu evenings
in a local pub. New unattached members aged 55+ and from
a professional background welcome to join this non-profit
making group. For details  James 9282 9309.
Waterlooville Scottish Country Dancers: Meet at Scouts
and Guides HQ, Widley. Mon 8pm.  9225 2978.
C.A.M.E.O. meet at Waterlooville Community Centre, 10am
to 12 noon, on the third Tuesday of the month.  9226
9291 or 9226 5685. New members welcomed.
Waterlooville and District Neighbourhood Watch
Association. For information  9289 2627 or visit
www.wdnwa.org.uk.
Bon-Amis - Singles Social Club - meet Tuesday evenings
at Cowplain Activity Centre. Make new friends. Enjoy varied
social and leisure activities. Details from Ann   9234 1255 or
Ian   9259 2087.
Denmead Bridge Club - Anyone wishing to play bridge is
welcome to the weekly Club meetings, which are held at the
Community Centre, School Lane, Denmead on Monday
evenings from 7pm to 10pm. Contact the Secretary Pam
Holdsworth further information.  9243 6385.
Cowplain Social Bridge Club meet on Thursdays, 7pm to
10pm at the Horndean Technical College.   9259 3292 for
details.
Horndean & District Amateur Radio Club meets first and
fourth Tue at Lovedean Village Hall from 7.30pm - 10pm.
Further information  9261 2687 or 9247 2846.
Hampshire Wildlife Trust (South Downs Branch)  9259
2317 for details of membership and meetings.
Havant Cage Bird Society meets at Bedhampton Social
Club, Bedhampton Road, Bedhampton 1st Wed from
7.30pm.  9232 4751.
Havant & District Writer’s Circle meets at Havant Arts
Centre on the 3rd Wed at 7.30pm. All writers from
beginners to advanced welcome.  9259 3057 for details.
Blendworth Brass Band meets at Blendworth Church
Centre, Thu 7.30pm - 9pm. Experienced and new players
welcome.  9259 3309 for details.
BINGO takes place each Wed at 7.15pm at Age Concern
Hall, Padnell Road, Cowplain.  9234 3709 for further
information.
Horndean Garden Group - meet 2nd Tuesday at 7.30pm in
Lovedean Village Hall (Small). For details  9264 8671.
'Reflections' - Ladies Barbershop, singing 40's music onwards,
meet every Monday at Christchurch Hall, Widley, at 1.30pm
and sing to residential homes, etc. All fees go to local charities.

 9241 2750 for details.
Family History Group – If you want to learn how to trace
your ancestors then go to Staunton Park School, Leigh Park
on 2nd and 4th Tuesday from 7.30pm – 9pm.  For details visit
www.stauntoninfo.co.uk.
Mill Hill Children's Centre - Mill Road, Waterlooville, PO7
7DB.  9224 0077.
NHS Retirement Fellowship meet 1st Wednesday in month
from 9.45am at Cosham Community Centre, Wooten Street
for retired NHS employees and hospital volunteers  9225
7261 for details.
C³ Listening Service
A caring, confidential and Christian listening service provided
by trained listeners.  Please telephone   0753 2021498 to
arrange a meeting.
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WATERLOOVILLE REMINISCENCES
PART 2

BY ROSEMARY STEVENS

Regarding the local roads, this same old lady recalled
an anecdote about the A3 that she had heard from a woman
who lived near Blake’s Gate. That section of the road was
mainly built during the earliest part of the 19th century by
French prisoners of war who were not very careful with the
foundations.
In the last years of the 19th century, so her story goes, there
was a curious dent that caused much bother to travellers at
that section of the road. Rumour had it that a certain well-
known local gypsy, Lee by name, was travelling along in his
cart one day, having a noisy and violent row with his wife. In
fury he attacked her, hurled her from the cart and where her
lifeless body landed, there ever since, was a dent in the side
of the road! She is supposed to be buried in St. Georges’
Churchyard but her grave may not be marked as I have
searched unsuccessfully for it.
 At the far end of Waterlooville, on the Mill Road side of the
A3, there were good rich wheat fields and the windmill used
for grinding all the local corn was situated somewhere in the
Laburnum Road area.
 Of the few houses, flanking the London Road at the turn of
the century, many were occupied by retired naval folk who
had come ‘over-the-hill’ in search of a rural retirement.
Further back from the main road there were several big
houses set in spacious grounds. These included Hopfield
House in Maralyn Avenue. It is now converted into flats and
tightly surrounded by modern housing. Another was
Broadland’s Mansion, which was finally used as a garden
centre and petrol station. It is now the site of Wickes,
Countrywide and the Shell filling station. Both of these big
houses were built in heavy Victorian style and were run on a
grand scale with many servants, much entertaining and great
gentility. Both sadly became unhappy with family wrangles
and bitterness. Strange anecdotes are told, particularly about
Hopfield house but although all three old people, spoken
about in Part 1 of this article, had heard of them, none had
knowledge of them.
Coming more up-to-date, vicarage garden parties were
recalled by the tree old people with great pleasure. The old
St George’s rectory was in Rowlands Avenue; again the
grounds are now built over. There were market gardens near
Billet Avenue and four farm cottages at the end of Highfield
Avenue. Eighty years ago, two of the cottages were
occupied by men employed to watch over the game in the
Queen’s Inclosure. One was a ‘proper’ gamekeeper and the
other a retired poacher and not unnaturally there were
differences of opinion. Memory has it that the retired poacher
was the more successful at his job!
Another of the old cottages, which still stands, was at the
site of the stables where the first the change of horses was
made by the mail coaches on the journey from Portsmouth
to London.
Highfield House was another of the large Victorian houses
but built in a style quite different from Hopfield or Broadlands.
It was built over the site of another big house where King
Charles was said to have taken shelter during one of his
escapes during the Civil War. Highfield House has since been
demolished.

. . . to be continued

YOUR DUCK IS DEAD
A woman brought a very limp duck into a veterinary

surgeon. As she laid her pet on the table, the vet pulled out
his stethoscope and listened to the bird’s chest.
After a moment or two, the vet shook his head and sadly
said, “I’m sorry, your duck, Cuddles, has passed away.”
The distressed woman wailed, “Are you sure?”
“Yes, I am sure. Your duck is dead,” replied the vet.
“How can you be so sure?” she protested. “I mean you haven’t
done any testing on him or anything. He might just be in a
coma or something.”
The vet rolled his eyes, turned around and left the room. He
returned a few minutes later with a black Labrador retriever.
As the duck’s owner looked on in amazement, the dog stood
on his hind legs, put his front paws on the examination table
and sniffed the duck from top to bottom. He then looked up
at the vet with sad eyes and shook his head. The vet patted
the dog on the head and took it out of the room.
A few minutes later he returned with a cat. The cat jumped on
the table and also delicately sniffed the bird from head to
foot. The cat sat back on its haunches, shook its head,
meowed softly and strolled out of the room.
The vet looked at the woman and said, “I’m sorry, but as I
said, this is most definitely, 100% certifiably, a dead duck.”
The vet turned to his computer terminal, hit a few keys and
produced a bill, which he handed to the woman.
The duck’s owner, still in shock, took the bill. “£150!” she
cried, “£150 just to tell me my duck is dead!”
The vet shrugged, “I’m sorry. If you had just taken my word
for it, the bill would have been £20, but with the Lab Report
and the Cat Scan, it’s now £150.”

WATERLOOVILLE MOTORCYCLE CLUB
Back in 1928 the local vicar, The Rev Bruce Cornford said

to some of his friends “Why don’t we start a motorcycle club?”
and that is how the Waterlooville Motorcycle Club was started.
Back then they ran trials-scrambles, road runs on a Sunday,
International Trials and Motor cross with riders coming from
all over the world.
Times have changed and our membership is no longer big
enough to run such events but we are still looking for new
members.
Our main events are runs for riders of the classic bike but we
welcome riders of modern bikes.  If anyone can help, we are
looking for the names of our president during the years 1938
to 1956, or any other history of the club to make our records
complete.
We ride out on Sundays, and for those of you who are retired,
we very often ride on Wednesday mornings. We meet on a
Wednesday evening at the Forest of Bear in Denmead at
about 8.30pm. I look forward to meeting new members.

 John Jenkins - Club President


