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MIKE ATTRIDGE
'BRICKWORK'

Free estimates with no obligation
Horndean-Lovedean-Cowplain

Clanfield-Waterlooville
  023 9223 2280

DECORATIVE GARDEN WALLS,
PATIOS AND ALL OTHER

BRICKWORK UNDERTAKEN

THE NEXT
RESIDENTS' ASSOCIATION MEETING

7.30PM  THURSDAY  15TH JANUARY
WATERLOOVILLE COMMUNITY CENTRE

ALL WELCOME

Hopefully you’ve enjoyed the festive season and your New Year resolutions are achievable;
but please spare a thought about the magazine. You’ll be aware we carry a huge amount of
information, most of it we hope is accurate but if you do notice something out of kilter then
please inform us. Contact details on Page 9.

LONDON ROAD A3 PEDESTRIAN CROSSING
AN UPDATE

In December’s edition we told you that David Pink had written
to the Royal Institute of the Blind (RNIB), expressing his worries
about the crossing because it did not incorporate a bleeping
system. The RNIB has replied stating that it was unfortunate
that the construction of this crossing was not communicated
to local residents groups such as ours by the Council. It could
well have allayed the fears of blind and partially sighted
people.
In a Hampshire County Council leaflet the explanation for not
using an audible signal states:
“At some sites it may not be possible to install an audible
signal. This is most frequently because of the close proximity
of another crossing point that operates at a different time.”
David Pink’s investigation concludes that this is not the case
at this crossing.
As we have established, the present system does not employ
an audible tone or bleeper as we know it. Pedestrians with a
visual and/or auditory impairment are able to verify the
operation of the crossing using tactile cones. These small,
yellow cones are fitted on the bottom of the pedestrian push
boxes. They have a lightly roughened surface and rotate when
the green man operates to indicate it is safe to cross.

HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Tobermory Bay, Isle of Mull
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WAITROSE COMMUNITY MATTERS
Local good causes can apply for a slice of £2.28m that

supermarket Waitrose will donate to nearly 7000 community
projects in the next 12 months. Each store will receive £1000
a month, which can be distributed between 3 local good
causes.
For example, a donation could help pay for new goal posts
for a youth club or redecorating an old people’s home.
Organisations can nominate themselves. Employees at the
store will vote for whom the money goes to each month.
Customers help decide who gets what; at the checkout, you’ll
receive a token. Just place it in the box of the good cause
you’d most like to support. The more tokens a cause gets,
the bigger the donation they receive.
In October, the Waterlooville store donated money to the
Riverside School, Hannah’s Holiday Home and Hart Plain
Infants.

 WATERLOOVILLE BOWLING CLUB
Thanks to a grant from the Veolia Environmental Trust,

Waterlooville Bowling Club is having an All Weather Green
constructed.
If you would like to try bowling or extend the bowling season
then telephone Colin Lowe,  9243 0140, to arrange a free
session or turn up on Wednesday mornings, 10am to 12 noon.
For winter bowling, the 'Arctic Foxes All Comers' mornings
are Tue, Thu and Fri, starting 8th Jan ’09 10am to 12 noon.
Fee £2.

On Wednesday 12th
November, two hundred
Waterlooville Motorcycle
Club members, past, present
and guests, gathered at the
Horndean Technology
College to celebrate the
Waterlooville motorcycle
club’s 80th anniversary.
Past members came from as
far away as Wales, Devon and
Somerset, with bikes on
display and lots of photos on
stands around the hall; there
was a lot to talk about.
The Club Committee would
like to thank all who took part
and helped make the evening
a great success. May the next
many years be just as
successful.
John Jenkins (Club President)Waterlooville Motorcycle Club members

 HAVE YOU  ‘LET THE CAT OUT OF THE BAG’
The current meaning of this statement or phrase is to reveal
something of interest or a secret. If you were a sailor in the
days of square rigged sailing ships there was no secret about
the cat in the bag, the cat in question was a whip called
‘Cat-of-Nine-Tails’, and any mention of the ‘cat’ brought fear
to even the strongest sailor.
(The whip was called “The Cat of Nine Tails” because it had
nine separate tails cut from one length of leather, so it
administered nine separate strokes at once.)
The sailor would have been guilty of a crime that would
have brought out the whip, or “Cat-o’-Nine-Tails”, from its
bag. He would often be lashed to the mast and a brutal
whipping would be administered.
So don’t let the cat out of the bag!

HAVE YOU HAD A “WINDFALL”?
The term ‘windfall’ nowadays refers to someone having some
good fortune by one means or another. In the days of sailing
ships the Royal Navy reserved large amounts of land in Great
Britain that had tall, straight trees for boat building and for
masts.  If one of these trees blew down in bad weather
however, the manager of the land could claim it for himself,
a bit of good fortune or “a Windfall” for him.

POSH
I think everybody understands the term ‘Posh’ as being a
bit special, something out of the ordinary. If you travelled
‘POSH’ then you were a bit special. In the early days aboard
the British P&O ships that sailed between India and Britain
and through the stifling Red Sea it was advisable to have a
cabin that was on the shaded side of the ship. These were
the most desirable cabins and the ones for which you paid
extra. Thus for an additional fee you ticket was stamped
“POSH” and you travelled on the Port side going out and
on the Starboard side going home. “Port-Out-Starboard-
Home.”

       Peter Derham  ‘ Quivers’

BATTERIES              WE ALL USE THEM,

BUT WHAT TO DO WITH THEM AFTER THEY EXPIRE?
At this time of the year, millions of batteries will be used

and then discarded. What should you do with them?
Household batteries can be taken to the local Household
Waste Recycling Centre (HWRC) at Hambledon Road, where
they should be placed in a red wheelie bin.
The batteries are collected and sorted at a plant near Alton,
and then shipped to France where they are fully recycled into
their constituent parts.
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Old photos and news cuttings - I am always willing to give a
good home to any of these and can promise they will be well
looked after.   9224 0653.
RE-ACTION (Tools for Self Reliance) - If you have any tools
suitable for refurbishment, or scrap lead, copper or brass to
help raise money to  dispatch the tools abroad, please contact
Bob Ginger  9226 8762.
St George's Church Hall, Waterlooville, holds Coffee
Mornings every Wednesday and Friday from 10am to 12 noon
in St George's Hall. All proceeds to charity. Also a Market
every Thursday from 9.30am to 11.30am. Home made cakes,
produce, cards, crafts, eggs, plants, etc. Refreshments also
available.
Gospel Hall, Mill Road, Waterlooville, holds Coffee Mornings
each Friday, from 10am to 12 noon. Tea, coffee and
homemade cakes.
Waterlooville Town Market - each Friday in the Precinct.
Age Concern, Cowplain hold Coffee Mornings on Friday
2nd Jan and 6th Feb, from 10am to 11.30am at the Borrow
Day Centre, London Road, Cowplain (Opposite Co-op). Raffles,
etc. All welcome.  9226 6423 for details.
Angel Radio - 101.1 FM - the nostalgia radio station serving
the local community. For information:  9248 1988, website:
www.angelradio.co.uk, email:  studio101.1@hotmail.co.uk
Waterlooville Community Board Meetings -  'South Meeting',
Wed 28th Jan, 6.30pm, venue TBA. No 'North Meeting' in Jan.
Open to public - For information % 9244 6416.
SNAP (Say No And Phone) Disco - takes place on Sat 31st
Jan  from 7pm to 10.30pm at Havant Leisure Centre.This event
enables 11-17yr. olds to enjoy a good night out in a drug/
alcohol free environment. Entry by £5 ticket bought in advance
from Havant/Waterlooville Leisure Centres or  9247 6026.
Supported by Hants Constabulary, Havant Borough Council,
Hants Primary Care Trust and Horizon Leisure trust.
Waterlooville and District Philatelic Society meet on Thu
15th Jan at Westbrook Hall, Tempest Avenue from 7.30pm to
9.30pm. Subject: Presentation by club members.

CHAT TO A FRIEND IN HAMPSHIRE
Are you an older person living alone or with someone else in
Hampshire? If you need information about services and facilities
or help then  08000 323456. The call is free, confidential and
supportive. Available 9am - 11pm, 365 days per year!

EDITORIAL NOTICES
ERNEST YALDEN 1914 – 2008

In September 2008, Ernest Yalden died peacefully in his
own home aged 94, which meant the closing of yet another
chapter in the Cowplain story.

Ernie and his family moved to a brand new house in
Cowplain in 1947 from Havant.  At the time Havant was a
bustling Market Town, Leigh Park was a grand house and
garden, which was just north of Stockheath.  Wecock was
a farm and Hazleton was just a coppice and of course
Cowplain itself was only a small dormitory village halfway
between Waterlooville and Horndean on the London to
Portsmouth road.
Some of you will remember Harold Shackleton, the
newsagent, next to the ‘Spotted Cow’ public house and Mr
Watford, with his horse and cart, was the milkman for
Gauntlets Dairies. He was also the gasman, who changed
the mantles in the street lamps, by riding a bike with his
ladder on his shoulder. He played football for the local team
that had their team shirts washed by kind Mrs Butt.
Ernie, with his wife Peggy and their three children Allan,
Ken and Pam moved into the new build estate in Padnell
whilst Ernie was still serving as a Navy man. When he left
the Navy, Ernie kept his maritime links by working in the
Torpedo Department of the Dockyard. He moved his place
of work to RNAD Frater, Gosport, when the depot moved,
still journeying to work by bicycle but later by moped.
Peggy was a founder member of the Cowplain WI, much
supported by Ernie in raising funds to enable them to build
Cowplain’s own WI Hall.
By now Ernie had moved his place of work to the large Co-
op department store in Waterlooville where he used his
electrical and carpentry skills. It was also a much shorter
bike ride from home.
On retirement from full time work, Ernie and Peggy worked
in partnership as joint caretakers of the now flourishing WI
Hall at the top of Padnell Road. He also delivered copies of
The Ratepayer plus the fund raising for and the building of
new the Age Concern centre. He worked on many other
fund raising projects including the Portsmouth Hospice
subsequently called The Rowans.
After some forty years, Ernie and Peggy moved 200 yards
from their family home to the nearby flats; even when Ernie
became a widower he kept himself in touch with his Cowplain
friends, still walking to pay his papers and shopping ‘up
the top’. He will be remembered by the next generation as
the gentleman on the balcony, talking to mums and waving
to the kids as they passed by on their way to school.

Ken Yalden

NEW YEAR - NEW YOU
Merchistoun Hall, Horndean, offers a variety of ways to

help you keep fit and look good, whatever your age:
Tai Chi classes are available every Thursday at 11.10am
cost £3.20 per session.
Or join Sandra for her Keep Fit Class on Wednesday
mornings 9.30am. Cost £3.10 per class.

To find out more about all classes please contact
hca.admin@btconnect.com or telephone Merchistoun Hall
on  9259 7114.

HAVANT BOROUGH TALKING NEWSPAPER (HBTN)
HBTN has moved to 19 East Street, Havant on a 10-year lease.
With a new studio in East Street, HBTN have been able to
start meeting their goal of becoming a focal centre for the
provision of information, guidance and comfort to the visually
impaired in the local community. They hope that the offices
will become a drop-in centre for the blind and partially sighted.
If you would like to work with HBTN as a fundraiser please
phone  9223 2746.

HAVANT YOUTH SAIL TRAINING SCHEME
Thr scheme provides challenging sailing, open to all,

irrespective of income, ability or gender. The scheme takes
youngsters, from the age of 11, sailing in Chichester Harbour
but we are in urgent need of a Treasurer.
Can you spare a couple of hours a week? If you can, please
contact the Chairman, Chris Witt, on  079763 68486 or email:
crwitt1@hotmail.com. For more details of the scheme visit:
www.hysts.co.uk.

www.theratepayer.co.uk www.theratepayer.co.uk
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NEXT BLOOD DONATION SESSIONS
Tuesday 6th Jan and 3rd Feb, 1.30pm to 3.25pm and 4.30pm
to 7.15pm at Waterlooville  Community Centre (Behind
ASDA).
Thu 12th Feb, 1.30pm to 3.25pm and 4.30pm to 7.15pm at
St Wilfrid's Parish Church Hall, Padnell Road, Cowplain.

National Blood Service Website -  www.blood.co.uk
You can pre book appointments via  0845 7 711 711.

USEFUL INFORMATION
Waterlooville Police Station: Swiss Road, Waterlooville,
Hants. PO7 7FX.  999 in emergencies, 101 for non-
emergency calls or leave information-only messages, in
strict confidence, on  Crimestoppers  0800 555 111.
Registrar of Births and Deaths: “Fernglen” Town Hall Road,
Havant.  9248 2533. Hours: Mon - Fri 9am - 1pm. Mon and
Tue 2pm - 3.30pm.
Citizens’ Advice Bureau, Swiss Cottage, 9 St. Georges
Walk (Hambledon Road) Waterlooville. Admin only  9271
7699. Drop-in sessions Wed to Fri, 10am to 12.30pm.
Telephone advice line  0870 126 4858, open Mon to Thu,
10am to 2pm . Online Advice Guide:
www.adviceguide.org.uk.
Disabled Information and Advice Line (DIAL)  9282
4853 (answer phone when closed).
Good Neighbours Schemes: Cowplain  9225 4090.
Waterlooville  9226 6005. Help line 9am - 6pm, Mon to
Fri. For collecting prescriptions, pensions, lifts to medical
appointments if no other suitable transport, visits to the
housebound and lonely, small odd jobs and errands.
Community Centres and Halls:

Westbrook Hall (No telephone)
The Acorn Centre, Wecock  9225 8423
Waterlooville  9225 6823
Cowplain  9226 7029
Merchistoun Hall  9259 7114
Lovedean Village Hall  9259 3904
Deverell Hall Purbrook  9243 0217
Havant and District MENCAP, Anders House, Milton
Road. Available for hire.  9225 7636
Springwood Community Blding  9223 0330

Help in Bereavement - Trained visitors to stand by you when
you need a friend.  9266 8884.
Street Lighting Defects - Report on  0845 603 5638 or
street.lighting@hants.gov.uk. Quote the lamp post no.

WATERLOOVILLE AND DISTRICT
RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

(Covering the Wards of Cowplain, Stakes, Waterlooville
and Hart Plain including part of Lovedean)
President: D. Foyle I.S.M.,  9225 7467
Vice President: F Rozzell,  9259 3198
Chairman: Mr. D. Pink, 74 Cherry Tree Avenue, Cowplain,
Hants. PO8 8AP.  9224 0653.
Vice Chairman: Mrs. J. Rea,  9225 8261
Hon. Treasurer: Mr. N. Chedzey, 103 Sutton Road,
Cowplain, Waterlooville, PO8 8PT,  9242 6575
Hon. Secretary & Minutes Secretary:
Hazel Matthews,  9226 8780
Distribution Manager: Mrs Walker,  9225 7305

ADVERTISING AND MAGAZINE ARTICLES
At present there is no advertising space available. For
general enquiries, comments, and corrections or to
submit an article please contact the Business Manager/
Magazine Compiler at 11 Ruskin Way, Waterlooville,
PO8 8JX or email: business@theratepayer.co.uk.

BT & PO Pensioners meet 1st Tue 1.30pm - 3.30pm at
Cosham Community Centre.  9247 5593.
Cowplain and Horndean Sunshine Club: Age Concern,
Borrow Day Centre, alternate Fri at 2pm.  9234 3709.
Renaissance Social Group meets monthly on Thu
evenings in a local pub. New unattached members aged
55+ and from a professional background welcome to join
this non-profit making group. For details  9252 2324 or e-
mail keith.mills167@ntlworld.com.
Waterlooville Scottish Country Dancers: Meet at Scouts
and Guides HQ, Widley. Mon 8pm.  9225 2978.
C.A.M.E.O. meet at Waterlooville Community Centre, 10am
to 12 noon, on the third Tuesday of the month.  9226
9291 or 9226 5685. New members welcomed.
Waterlooville and District Neighbourhood Watch
Association. For information  9289 2627 or visit
www.wdnwa.org.uk.
Bon-Amis - Singles Social Club (25-60) - meet Tue
evenings at Cowplain Activity Centre. Make new friends,
varied social and leisure activities. Details from Chrissy Tel:
9278 1902 or Steve  9278 9380.
Denmead Bridge Club - Anyone wishing to play bridge is
welcome to the weekly Club meetings, which are held at the
Community Centre, School Lane, Denmead on Monday
evenings from 7pm to 10pm. Contact the Secretary Pam
Holdsworth further information.  9243 6385.
Cowplain Social Bridge Club meet on Thursdays, 7pm to
10pm at the Borrow Day Centre, Padnell Road, Cowplain.
Tel: 9225 7978 for details.
Horndean & District Amateur Radio Club meets first and
fourth Tue at Lovedean Village Hall from 7.30pm - 10pm.
Further information  9261 2687 or 9247 2846.
Hampshire Wildlife Trust (South Downs Branch)  9259
2317 for details of membership and meetings.
Havant Cage Bird Society meets at Bedhampton Social
Club, Bedhampton Road, Bedhampton 1st Wed from
7.30pm.  9232 4751.
Havant & District Writer’s Circle meets at Havant Arts
Centre on the 3rd Wed at 7.30pm. All writers from
beginners to advanced welcome.  9259 3057 for details.
Blendworth Brass Band meets at Blendworth Church
Centre, Thu 7.30pm - 9pm. Experienced and new players
welcome.  9259 3309 for details.
BINGO takes place each Wed at 7.15pm at Age Concern
Hall, Padnell Road, Cowplain.  9234 3709 for further
information.
Horndean Garden Group - meet 2nd Tuesday at 7.30pm in
Lovedean Village Hall (Small). For details  9264 8671.
'Reflections' - Ladies Barbershop, singing 40's music onwards,
meet every Monday at Christchurch Hall, Widley, at 1.30pm
and sing to residential homes, etc. All fees go to local charities.

 9241 2750 for details.
Family History Group – If you want to learn how to trace
your ancestors then go to Staunton Park School, Leigh Park
on 2nd and 4th Tuesday from 7.30pm – 9pm.  For details visit
www.stauntoninfo.co.uk.
Mill Hill Children's Centre - Mill Road, Waterlooville, PO7
7DB.  9224 0077.
NHS Retirement Fellowship meet 1st Wednesday in month
from 9.45am at Cosham Community Centre, Wooten Street
for retired NHS employees and hospital volunteers  9225
7261 for details.

www.theratepayer.co.uk
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RECYCLED CHRISTMAS CRACKER JOKES
When was the last time someone really listened to you?

Someone, who gave you the space to talk through your
problems and concerns, in confidence and without judgment
or unwanted advice.
Many people have discovered the difference it makes when
someone really listens to them but unfortunately active
listening is rarely in our busy lives.
Local churches in the Waterlooville area have set up a
“listening” service for such a need. The voluntary service is
provided by a team of accredited listeners who have
undergone training provided by The Acorn Christian Healing
Foundation.
Research has shown that many of our problems, even physical
or emotional ailments, can be reduced if we simply talk it all
through with someone who is prepared to just listen.
The C3 Listening Service will be starting on 21st January
and will be available every Wednesday between 3pm and
8pm. It will be based in The Links Children’s Centre, Linnet
Close, Waterlooville. Sessions of up to 45 minutes duration
will be by appointment and can be arranged by phoning 
0753 2021498.
This Caring, Confidential and Christian listening service is
provided free of charge.

THE C³ LISTENING SERVICE

I bought a train ticket to France and the ticket seller
said ‘Euro star’ I said ‘Well I’ve been on telly but
I’m no Dean Martin.

I phoned the local gym and I asked if they could
teach me how to do the splits. He said, ‘How flexible
are you?’ I said, ‘I can’t make Tuesdays or
Thursdays.’

I went to the local video shop and I said, ‘Can I
take out The Elephant Man?’ He said, ‘He’s not
your type.’ I said ‘Can I borrow Batman Forever?’
He said, ‘No, you’ll have to bring it back tomorrow.’

I phoned the local builders today; I said to them
‘Can I have a skip outside my house?’ He said,
‘I’m not stopping you!’

This policeman came up to me with a pencil and a
piece of very thin paper. He said, ‘I want you to
trace someone for me.’

The recruitment consultant asked me ‘What do you
think of voluntary work? I said ‘I wouldn’t do it if
you paid me.’

I phoned the local ramblers club today, but the
bloke who answered just went on and on.

I was reading this book today, The History of Glue.
I couldn’t put it down.

I met this bloke with a didgeridoo and he was
playing Dancing Queen on it. I thought, ‘That’s
Aboriginal.’

I went into a shop and I said, ‘Can someone sell
me a kettle.’ The bloke said ‘Kenwood’ I said,
‘where is he then?’

I went to buy a watch, and the man in the shop
said ‘Analogue.’ I said ‘No, just a watch.’

I went in to a pet shop. I said, ‘Can I buy a goldfish?’
The guy said, ‘Do you want an aquarium?’ I said,
‘I don’t care what star sign it is.’

I told my girlfriend I had a job in a bowling alley.
She said ‘Tenpin?’  I said, ‘No, permanent.’

I met the bloke who invented crosswords today. I
can’t remember his name, its P something T
something R.

QUEENS INCLOSURE – NEW ROOF REPAIRS
Queen’s Inclosure School is a two-form entry primary

school for children aged 4 – 11. It was opened in April 1990
and the building has an interesting design concept that
provides a light and stimulating environment in which to learn.
The building was showing signs of age and repair work was
not easy due to the unusual design. One major issue was a
leaking roof that led to strategically placed buckets located
around the school to catch the resulting waterfalls.
Beginning in May of 2008, construction work commenced
with the replacment of the two main roof sections and the
barrel vault roof through the central corridor. A new ventilation
system, with automated windows to control air flow through
the building, was added. The work was completed in October
2008.
The school is carrying out improvements to other parts of the
school and its grounds to enhance the educational
environment for the children, including a revamped Foundation
Play area, new paving around the school and also new features
within the grounds.
For further information, visit www.queensinclosure.hants.sch.uk

RECORD NUMBERS BENEFIT FROM ELECTRIC
BLANKET TESTING

Hampshire County Council’s Trading Standards Service
helped a record number of people to stay warm and safe this
winter by checking their electric blankets. Hampshire Fire and
Rescue Service (HFRS) carried out the free checks in
partnership with Trading Standards throughout September and
October.
1390 blankets were tested in total and 523 failed (38 per cent)
as they were either too old, worn out, had poor wiring, broken
controls or offered no protection against over-heating.
Watch Manager Clyde Evans, from the Community Safety
Department of Hampshire Fire and Rescue, said: “In the UK
every year about 1,000 house fires break out due to faulty
electric blankets and around 20 people are killed. This year
has seen another successful haul of faulty electric blankets,
which means we have stopped a number of potential fires
breaking out and even saved lives. “

www.theratepayer.co.uk


