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NEXT PUBLIC MEETING
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COWPLAIN ACTIVITY CENTRE

ALL WELCOME

CORRECTION
‘In the June edition of the magazine we featured an article

on the 65th Anniversary of D-Day; we mentioned that Southwick
House became the HQ for Operation OVERLOAD, this should
have obviously been Operation OVERLORD. We are sorry for
this mistake.’

Saturday 4th July is set to see the 8th annual Classic Motor
Show in Waterlooville Town Centre - themed this year to
American Independence Day.
The event, organised by Havant Borough Council, the South
Hants Vehicle Preservation Society and the Waterlooville
Business Association, will see the precinct being transformed
with a collection of over 50 glorious classic cars, trucks, motor
cycles / Harley Davidsons, scooters, fire engines and tractors
for spectators to view.
Between 10am and 3pm, see the vehicles, both inside and
out and speak with the owners, who will be on hand to tell the
vehicle histories.
Free face painting and magic shows for children will be
available, along with musical entertainment supplied by Angel
Radio and live performances by the Blendworth Brass Band
and the Havant Clarinet and Saxophone Choir 2 help to provide
a fun day out for all the family.
The vehicles will be judged by The Mayor of Havant, Councillor
John Smith, with awards given to the Best Dressed American
theme, Best Dressed Driver to Era of Vehicle: Mayor’s Choice
Car, Mayor’s Choice Motor Cycle.

If you do not attend our public meetings but wonder what
we actually do, please have a look at our website for the
minutes of our meetings. You may find we’re involved in a
subject that you’re keenly interested in; this might persuade
you to come along to our meetings and add your thoughts
and ideas, which may influence others.
We would like to meet you.

Winchester City Council proposes to add another 1000
homes to the 2000 already approved on the land to the west
of Waterlooville. It is in line with their policy to direct any new
development to built-up areas so that the ‘countryside’ can
be protected.
If you were unaware, the public consultation period for the
development ended on the 3rd July. Here are some views
from a Havant Council resident of Waterlooville:
Winchester is dumping housing right on their boundary with
Havant at Waterlooville to protect the quality of life of the
‘countryside’ i.e. East Hants towns and villages elsewhere.
Why should Waterlooville always have to be built on?
The burden of support and facilities for the new houses will
fall on the already limited infrastructure of Waterlooville as it
is stretched to support the new homes.

IS WATERLOOVILLE AND THE SURROUNDING AREA A DUMPING GROUND FOR HOUSES?

The quality of life of the people living in the Waterlooville area
will deteriorate, as it becomes one massive housing estate.
Every town needs facilities and surrounding open spaces for
the well being of the residents but these are costly items when
compared to the profit that can be made by simply building
houses.
Infrastructure is an afterthought that is grudgingly provided at
minimal cost after the developer has left with his profit.
Residents may remember the struggle to get a swimming
pool in Waterlooville. With so many people living in this built-
up area - and more to come - where are the recreational
facilities? (Ed)

www.theratepayer.co.uk

Classic Motor Show
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The Waterlooville Amateur Radio Club is located at
Windsor Court, Anne Crescent, Waterlooville PO7 7BX. We
meet on the last Friday of every month at 1900 hrs. It is a
registered RSGB exam centre - reg. HA115 - one of the oldest
exam centres in Hampshire.
If you want to get involved in amateur radio then please enrol
in one of our courses. Pass your exam and join this wonderful
hobby. Membership is only £10 per year - half the price of
other clubs. We have a nice clubhouse with disabled facilities
and tea and coffee available.
Please visit our forum at http://warc.smfforfree.com/index.php
or email us at warc.1@ntlworld.com
Just a few words about Amateur radio - It is a system that
allows licensed Amateurs the ability to speak worldwide and
locally to other radio Hams. The licensing procedure has
become simplified by Ofcom and the Radio society of Great
Britain (R.S.G.B - www.rsgb.org). The exams now consist of
three parts, ‘Foundation’, ‘Intermediate’ and ‘Advanced’.

WATERLOOVILLE AMATEUR RADIO CLUB

HOW DO I USE THE 'GP OUT OF HOURS' SERVICE?
You should phone your GP surgery, as usual and listen to the recorded message, which will either give you the ‘Out of

Hours’ number or redirect your call. When you call the ‘Out of Hours’ number, the call handler will ask for your personal details
and some basic information about your problem. You should have the following information to hand:

• The patient’s name, address, date of birth and contact number.
• The name of the patient’s family doctor (GP).
• Brief details of the medical problem that you are ringing about.

A healthcare professional will then call you back (calls are handled in order of urgency). They will assess your symptoms and
give advice on what you should do.
The GP Out of Hours service runs from 6.30pm to 8am weekdays, and all weekend from 6.30pm Friday until 8am on Monday.

The ‘Foundation’ exam is very simple and gives access to all
frequencies with a power limit of ten watts, sample papers of
the exams can be downloaded from the R.S.G.B web page
listed above and courses for the exam are available at a lot of
venues in the UK. I think you will find this a very interesting
hobby and the chance to speak to like-minded people
worldwide. If you would like a demonstration then please come
along to one of our club meetings. Contact
warc1@ntlworld.com where you can speak, under supervision
of a licensed ham, to other Amateur enthusiasts. Give it a try
you might enjoy it!
There are also computer generated radio systems that allow
you to use your computer to speak to other Hams worldwide
very cheaply. The software can be downloaded from the net
for a nominal sum. Radio equipment can be very expensive
so this is a cheaper option. Don’t be frightened off by the
exams as I have said the ‘Foundation’ exam is very simple
and has been made that way to encourage more people into
this great hobby.
If you are disabled and can’t get out don’t worry we can come
to you and the exam can be done at your premises although
we have disabled facilities at our club and on special
occasions we pay the exam fees for you. We would certainly
welcome anyone who is keen on this hobby to get in touch.
The picture at the top of the page is a typical HF Amateur
radio.
                                                                                                                                                              Richard

London Road, Cowplain sometime before 1936
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Old photos and news cuttings - I am always willing to give a
good home to any of these and can promise they will be well
looked after.   9224 0653.
RE-ACTION (Tools for Self Reliance) - If you have any tools
suitable for refurbishment, or scrap lead, copper or brass to
help raise money to  dispatch the tools abroad, please contact
Bob Ginger  9226 8762.
St George's Church Hall, Waterlooville, holds Coffee
Mornings every Wednesday and Friday from 10am to 12 noon
in St George's Hall. All proceeds to charity. Also a Market
every Thursday from 9.30am to 11.30am. Home made cakes,
produce, cards, crafts, eggs, plants, etc. Refreshments also
available.
Gospel Hall, Mill Road, Waterlooville, holds Coffee Mornings
each Friday, from 10am to 12 noon. Tea, coffee and
homemade cakes.
Waterlooville Town Market - each Friday in the Precinct.
Angel Radio - 101.1 FM - the nostalgia radio station serving
the local community. For information:  9248 1988, website:
www.angelradio.co.uk, email:  studio101.1@hotmail.co.uk
Waterlooville Community Board Meetings -  'South Meeting'
on Wed 29th July, 6.30pm at the Springwood Centre.  'North
Meeting' on Mon 6th July at the Acorn Centre. Meetings open
to public. For information  9244 6416.
SNAP (Say No And Phone) Disco - None in July and August.

CHAT TO A FRIEND IN HAMPSHIRE
Are you an older person living alone or with someone else in
Hampshire? If you need information about services and facilities
or help then  08000 323456. The call is free, confidential and
supportive. Available 9am - 11pm, 365 days per year!

EDITORIAL NOTICES

Havant Borough Talking Newspaper , 19 East Street, Havant.
Information, guidance and comfort for the blind and visually
impaired.   9248 0101 or visit www.hbtn.org.uk
Lovedean W.I. meet at the Lovedean Village Hall on the 2nd
Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm (except August) Secretary
Celia Gorman   9259 5142.

Portsmouth & District Beekeepers - for information   9238
1881 or roysbees@yahoo.co.uk

Waterlooville Folk Dance Group - Dance at Waterlooville
Community Centre every Monday from 8pm to 10pm. Cost is
£2-50. Dancing to CDs with a caller. All ages welcome. Not
necessary to have a partner. We are looking for new members.

www.theratepayer.co.uk

Attention is drawn to the existence of a
local coin club that meets in the Langstone
Conservative Club at Havant on the second
Friday of most months at 7.30pm.  New
members are always welcome, male or
female, and a bargain, at only £8 per annum.
Visitors are also welcome.
Whether your interest is in coins, banknotes,
tokens or medals there will always be
something of interest to broaden your
knowledge, and you will have access to the
help and advice of local experts who regularly
attend. If individual members of the public
would make their interest known by
telephone or email we could arrange a coin
identification/valuation session.
Meetings usually include a short talk on a
numismatic subject and there are occasional
opportunities for trading.

COIN
CLUB

The programme for 2009 includes:
10 Jul An aspect of Treasure Hunting David Palmer
11 Sep 10-minute papers Nominated people
2 Oct Potpourri of the Ancients Tony Matthews
Anyone interested can contact the Secretary on  9238 9419
or email to crsf3639gg10@talktalk.net

Nearly New Sale - 2pm to 4pm, Saturday 18th July. Lovedean
Village Hall. Sale of clothes, toys and equipment for children
aged 0 to 8 years. Want to sell your goods? Call  9236 8258
for a seller number and information pack. Proceeds and
commissions from all events go to the pre-school.

Denmead Bowls Club are holding a Charity Day at 2pm on
Sunday 19th July at Ashling Park Road, Denmead
Various Stalls, refreshments and cream teas. Try your hand at
Bowls! Please come along and enjoy the fun – it will not be
the same without you! In aid of the Hampshire Air Ambulance
Service.

COMPUTER TECH. SUPPORT 1
Customer: ‘Can you give me the telephone number for

Jack?’
Operator:  I’m sorry, sir, I don’t understand who you

are talking about’.
Customer: ‘On page 1, section 5, of the user guide it

clearly states that I need to unplug the fax
machine from the AC  wall socket and
telephone Jack before cleaning. Now, can
you give me the number for Jack?’

Operator: ‘I think you mean the telephone point on the
wall’.

COMPUTER TECH. SUPPORT 2
Operator: ‘I need you to right-click on the Open

Desktop’.
Customer: ‘OK’.
Operator: ‘Did you get a pop-up menu?’.
Customer: ‘No’.
Operator: ‘OK. Right-Click again. Do you see a pop-

up menu?’
Customer: ‘No’.
Operator: ‘OK, sir. Can you tell me what you have done

up until this point?’.
Customer: ‘Sure. You told me to write ‘click’ and I wrote

‘click’’.
Operator: ‘OK. In the bottom left hand side of the screen,

can you see the ‘OK’ button displayed?’
Customer: ‘Wow. How can you see my screen from

there?’

Police beat surgeries
2nd Thu each month, 10am - 12noon, at Hambledon Parade.
Last Friday each month, 10am - noon at Waterlooville
Library. On Tue 7th July and 4th Aug at the following times:
Tesco, Lavender Road, 2pm - 3pm; One Stop, Mill Road,
9am - 1pm, Co-op, Crookhorn Lane, 12noon - 1pm.

in Cowplain - www.suerydercare.org

SUFFER FROM A HEARING LOSS?
You may benefit from a discussion, on a one-to-one basis,
with Communication Rehabilitation Officer (CRO). For an
appointment call Adult Services  9224 4019. Ask for details
at Age Concern Cowplain, Borrow Day Centre, London Road,
Cowplain    9226 6423.
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NEXT BLOOD DONATION SESSIONS
Tuesday 7th July, 1.30pm to 3.25pm and 4.30pm to 7.15pm
at Waterlooville  Community Centre (Behind ASDA).

National Blood Service Website -  www.blood.co.uk
You can pre book appointments via  0845 7 711 711.

USEFUL INFORMATION
Waterlooville Police Station: Swiss Road, Waterlooville,
Hants. PO7 7FX.  999 in emergencies, 101 for non-
emergency calls or leave information-only messages, in
strict confidence, on  Crimestoppers  0800 555 111.
Registrar of Births and Deaths: “Fernglen” Town Hall Road,
Havant.  9248 2533. Hours: Mon - Fri 9am - 1pm. Mon and
Tue 2pm - 3.30pm.
Citizens’ Advice Bureau, Swiss Cottage, 9 St. Georges
Walk (Hambledon Road) Waterlooville. Drop-in sessions
Wed to Fri, 10am to 12.30pm. Telephone advice line 
0870 126 4858, open Mon to Thu, 10am to 2pm . Online
Advice Guide: www.adviceguide.org.uk.
Disabled Information and Advice Line (DIAL)  9282
4853 (answer phone when closed).
Good Neighbours Schemes: Cowplain  9225 4090.
Waterlooville  9226 6005. Help line 9am - 6pm, Mon to
Fri. Website www.stgeorgesnews.org/goodneighbours.
Collecting prescriptions, pensions; lifts to medical
appointments if no other suitable transport, visits to the
housebound and lonely, small odd jobs and errands.
Community Centres and Halls:

Westbrook Hall email treasurer.wha@talktalk.net
The Acorn Centre, Wecock  9225 8423
Waterlooville  9225 6823
Cowplain  9226 7029
Merchistoun Hall  9259 7114
Lovedean Village Hall  9259 3904
Deverell Hall Purbrook  9243 0217
Havant and District MENCAP, Anders House, Milton
Road. Available for hire.  9225 7636
Springwood Community Blding  9223 0330

Help in Bereavement - Trained visitors to stand by you when
you need a friend.  9266 8884.
Street Lighting Defects - Report on  0845 603 5638 or
street.lighting@hants.gov.uk. Quote the lamp post no.

WATERLOOVILLE AND DISTRICT
RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

(Covering the Wards of Cowplain, Stakes, Waterlooville
and Hart Plain including part of Lovedean)
President: D. Foyle I.S.M.,  9225 7467
Vice President: F Rozzell,  9259 3198
Chairman: Mr. D. Pink, 74 Cherry Tree Avenue, Cowplain,
Hants. PO8 8AP.  9224 0653.
Vice Chairman: Mrs. J. Rea,  9225 8261
Hon. Treasurer: Mr. N. Chedzey, 103 Sutton Road,
Cowplain, Waterlooville, PO8 8PT,  9242 6575
Hon. Secretary & Minutes Secretary:
Hazel Matthews,  9226 8780
Distribution Manager: Mrs Walker,  9225 7305

ADVERTISING AND MAGAZINE ARTICLES
At present there is no advertising space available. For
general enquiries, comments, and corrections or to
submit an article please contact the Business Manager/
Magazine Compiler at 11 Ruskin Way, Waterlooville,
PO8 8JX or email: business@theratepayer.co.uk.

EDUCATION AND YOUTH SERVICES
Area Education Officer (Area 3), Havant Local Education
Office, River Way, Havant,  9249 8200.
PRE-SCHOOL
Early Years Education and Family Services
For further information please contact reception staff at Mill
Hill Early Years Centre, Mill Road.  9224 0077.
Cowplain Community Pre-School, Hart Plain Avenue,
Waterlooville, PO8 8RY  9226 1822.
INFANT, PRIMARY AND JUNIOR SCHOOLS
Hart Plain Infant School, Hart Plain Ave.  9226 2511
Hart Plain Junior School, Hart Plain Ave  9226 3200
Horndean C.E. (Cont.) Junior School, Five Heads
Road.  9259 2236.
Horndean Infant School, Merchistoun Road.  9259
3453
Hulbert Junior School, Springwood Avenue.  9225
8011
Meadowlands Infant School, 35 Woodcroft Lane,
Lovedean.  9259 3939
Meadowlands Junior School, 37 Woodcroft Lane. 
9259 1616
Padnell Infant School, Padnell Avenue.  9226 3784
Padnell Junior School, Padnell Road.  9225 2752
Purbrook Infant School, Aldermoor Road East,
Purbrook.  9261 0761
Purbrook Junior School, Address as above.  9225
4577
Queens Inclosure Primary School, Corneilius Drive,
Cowplain.  9226 8067
St. Peter’s Catholic Primary School, Stakes Hill Rd,
Waterlooville.  9226 2599
Stakes Hill Infant School, Springwood Avenue.  9226
2078
Waite End Primary School, Mill Road.  9225 6955
SECONDARY SCHOOLS AND POST 16 COLLEGES
* Cowplain Community School, Hart Plain Avenue. 
9261 2020.
Crookhorn College of Technology, Stakes Hill Rd. 
9225 1120.
Horndean Technical College, Barton Cross, Horndean. 
9259 4325.
† Oaklands R.C. School, Stakes Hill Rd.  9225 9214.
Purbrook Park, Park Avenue, Purbrook.  9237 0351
Havant College, New Road, Havant.  9248 3856.
The Southdowns College, College Road, Havant. 
9279 7979.
ADULT AND CONTINUING EDUCATION
All enquiries   9279 7988.
SPECIAL SCHOOLS
Havant Education Support Centre (PRU), Hart Plain
Avenue, Cowplain.  9226 5386.
Waterloo Special School, Warfield Avenue, Waterlooville.

 9225 5956.
Rachel Madocks School, Eagle Avenue, Cowplain. 
9224 1818.
Woodlands Education Centre, 18 Hemlock Road,
Cowplain.  9226 5042.
YOUTH PROVISION AND COUNSELLING
T.A.S.K. After School Club is open to anyone in the
Waterlooville/Cowplain Area.  9249 8377 for details.
Cowplain Youth Centre, Cowplain School, Hart Plain
Avenue, Cowplain.  9223 1042.
Off The Record, Youth Counselling and Advice.  9247
4724.
KUMON MATHS AND ENGLISH
An after school club takes place on Tuesdays and Fridays,
3.30pm to 5.30pm at Waterlooville Community Centre. 
01730 231287 for details.

* Main Stream Schools with special provision.
† Schools with Post 16 provision.Potholes in the road - Report them to  Hantsdirect  0845

603 5633 or email roads@hants.gov.uk.
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Most people got married in June because they took their
yearly bath in May and still smelled pretty good by June.
However, they were starting to smell, so brides carried a
bouquet of flowers to hide the body odour. Hence the custom
today of carrying a bouquet when getting married.
Baths consisted of a big tub filled with hot water. The man of
the house had the privilege of the nice clean water, then all
the other sons and men, then the women and finally the
children, last of all the babies. By then the water was so dirty
you could actually lose someone in it. Hence the saying,
don’t throw the baby out with the bath water.
Houses had thatched roofs, thick straw-piled high, with no
wood underneath. It was the only place for animals to get
warm, so all the cats and other small animals (mice, bugs)
lived in the roof, when it rained it became slippery and
sometimes the animals would slip and fall off the roof. Hence
the saying; ‘When it rains it rains cats and dogs’.
There was nothing to stop things from falling into the house.
This posed a real problem in the bedroom where bugs and
other droppings could mess up your nice clean bed. Hence,
a bed with big posts and a sheet hung over the top afforded
some protection. That’s how canopy beds came into
existence.
The floor was dirt. Only the wealthy had something other
than dirt. Hence the saying ‘Dirt poor’.
The wealthy had slate floors that would get slippery in the
winter when wet, so they spread thresh (straw) on floor to
help keep their footing. As the winter wore on they added
more thresh, until, when you opened the door, it would all
start slipping outside. A piece of wood was placed in the
entranceway. Hence the saying a thresh hold.
In those old days, they cooked in the kitchen with a big
kettle that always hung over the fire. Every day they lit the
fire and added things to the pot. They ate mostly vegetables
and did not get much meat. They would eat the stew for
dinner, leaving leftovers in the pot to get cold overnight and
then start over the next day.

THE 1500’S

Sometimes stew had food in it that had been there for quite
a while. Hence the rhyme, ‘Peas porridge hot, peas porridge
cold, peas porridge in the pot nine days old’.
Sometimes they could obtain pork, which made them feel
quite special. When visitors came over, they would hang up
their bacon to show off. It was a sign of wealth that a man
could, bring home the bacon. They would cut off a little to
share with guests and would all sit around and chew the fat.
Those with money had plates made of pewter. Food with
high acid content caused some of the lead to leach onto the
food, causing lead poisoning death. This happened most
often with tomatoes, so for the next 400 years or so, tomatoes
were considered poisonous.
Bread was divided according to status. Workers got the burnt
bottom of the loaf, the family got the middle, and guests got
the top, or the upper crust.
Lead cups were used to drink ale or whisky. The combination
would sometimes knock the drinkers out for a couple of days.
Someone walking along the road would take them for dead
and prepare them for burial. They were laid out on the kitchen
table for a couple of days and the family would gather around
and eat and drink and wait and see if they would wake up.
Hence the custom of holding a wake.
England is old and small and the local folks started running
out of places to bury people. So they would dig up coffins
and would take the bones to a bone-house, and reuse the
grave. When reopening these coffins, 1 out of 25 coffins were
found to have scratch marks on the inside and they realized
they had been burying people alive. So they would tie a
string on the wrist of the corpse, lead it through the coffin
and up through the ground and tie it to a bell. Someone
would have to sit out in the graveyard all night (the graveyard
shift.) to listen for the bell; thus, someone could be, saved
by the bell or was considered a dead ringer.

And that’s the truth. Now, whoever said History was boring!

The next time you are washing your hands and complain because the water
temperature isn’t just how you like it, think about how things used to be.
Here are some facts about the 1500s:

London Road, Cowplain 2009


