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MIKE ATTRIDGE
'BRICKWORK'

Free estimates with no obligation
Horndean-Lovedean-Cowplain

Clanfield-Waterlooville
  023 9223 2280

DECORATIVE GARDEN WALLS,
PATIOS AND ALL OTHER

BRICKWORK UNDERTAKEN

EAST

George Hollingbery came to
politics later than many, getting
involved at the grass roots level
in his local community. He was
elected to Winchester City
Council in 1999 and was re-
elected twice, both times with
increased majorities.
George was at the centre of the team that strategised the
long term rebuilding of the Conservatives in Winchester.
Starting with a group just nine councillors, when he was first
elected, there are now twenty-nine and the Conservatives have
an overall majority on the council for the first time in twenty
years. George served as a cabinet member and deputy leader
of the council.
George was elected MP for Meon Valley on 7th May 2010.
He has a wide range of interests outside of politics and
business. He is a very keen salt-water flyfisherman, loves
photography and collects modern crafts. He also enjoys
garden design and his own garden was featured on television
in ‘The Flying Gardener’ and “Gardeners’ World”. The garden
was profiled in ‘Gardens Illustrated’ and the ‘English Garden’.

An ambulance drive around the UK was organised by
the Helen O’Grady Drama Academy to raise funds for the
Village Africa Ambulance Appeal.
The ambulance route, started and finished in Portsmouth,
and visited various drama academies throughout England,
Wales and Scotland. It covered over 1,000 miles and took
place between 11th and 27th June.
Village Africa is an active UK-
based registered charity set
up by Caroline Johnston four
years ago in the remote area
of Yamba in Tanzania, East
Africa. The aim is to alleviate
poverty through health,
education and building
projects.
Your company or organisation could be involved by making
a donation, or holding a fundraising event of your own. This
could even have an African theme. For example:

Carry a bucket of water on your head for a certain time
Dress up African for the day
Paint your face as an African animal
Give something up for Africa day

Any company or organisation that donated over £25 would
receive a special certificate and get the company name listed
on the charity’s website as a sponsor. The  national target is
£40,000. Sponsorship or donation forms are available from:
Andrea Ward Portsmouth Helen O’Grady Principal and
Voluntary Village Africa UK Administrator on:
portsmouth@helenogrady.co.uk or info@villageafrica.org.uk

 92258256 / 07985 465368

George Hollingbery,
Member of Parliament

for the Meon Valley
constituencyHelen O’Grady

Drama Academy
Ambulance Drive
for Village Africa

RESIDENTS' ASSOCIATION PUBLIC MEETING

7.30pm Thursday 8th July at Cowplain Activity Centre

with George Hollingbery - All welcome
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The Portsmouth Water proposal for a new winter storage
reservoir, south of Havant Thicket, between Rowlands Castle
and Warren Park is delayed while the Company’s Water
Resource Management Plan is scrutinised at a Public Inquiry
later in 2010.
The Public Inquiry is part of a new public consultation process,
which requires water companies to produce statutory plans
for ensuring safer, secure and sustainable water supplies
through to 2035. This means that no work can be undertaken
until the outcome of the Inquiry is known.  However, the
Company remains confident that the provision of a reservoir
at Havant Thicket provides a robust sustainable and cost
effective part of the solution to meet the increasing demands
on our water supply in the long-term.

DELAY TO HAVANT THICKET RESERVOIR

Ecological and traffic surveys were completed as planned in
2009 and this information is being used to inform the
Environmental Impact Assessment which will accompany the
planning application.
Information display boards have been erected around the
site to explain the Company plans to local residents and
people who use the site.

For more information on the plans for the reservoir visit
www.havantthicketreservoir.co.uk

For more information on the public hearing visit
www.portsmouthwater.co.uk

WEEKEND WATER FESTIVAL
24TH AND 25TH JULY

Following the success of last year’s Hampshire Water
Festival, Havant Borough Council is pleased to announce that
the fun will be returning to Staunton Country Park for all to
enjoy over the next two years.
Hosting this year’s event as a free family day at Staunton
Country Park, Havant Borough Council in partnership with
Hampshire County Council, Staunton Country Park, the
Environment Agency, the Hampshire Water Partnership,
Friends of the Earth and Portsmouth Water.
The main focus of the festival is water conservation and helping
people to learn the’ hows and whys’ of saving water as well as
having fun and the safety element.
There is lots to see and do for the whole family including
music, workshops, demonstrations, exhibitors and trade stalls
with exotic foods. Children can enjoy a range of activities
including fishing and canoeing lessons, arts and crafts, pond
dipping and performers and entertainers.

The ‘Cascade Ladies Harmony Chorus’ meet on Wednesday
evenings from 7.30pm to 10pm at All Saints Church Hall, 330
Catherington Lane, Waterlooville, PO8 0TD.

Townswomen Guild – We meet on the 1st and 3rd Mondays
of every month at St. George’s Hall, Waterlooville at 2pm.
We are a friendly group organising outings, interesting
speakers and we provide tea and biscuits.

Waterlooville and District Garden Club meet on
the first and third Monday of every month at the
Age Concern Centre, Cowplain from 7.30pm to

10pm. For further details contact Mike Adams on   9225
1491 or drop in at a meeting.

Havant Borough Youth Council – Giving young people ,
between 11 and 21, in the Havant Borough area,  a voice.
Visit www.youthbeat.net for info.
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Old photos and news cuttings - I am always willing to give a
good home to any of these and can promise they will be well
looked after.   9224 0653.
St George's Church Hall, Waterlooville, holds Coffee
Mornings every Wednesday and Friday from 10am to 12 noon
in St George's Hall. All proceeds to charity. Also a Market
every Thursday from 9.30am to 11.30am. Home made cakes,
produce, cards, crafts, eggs, plants, etc. Refreshments also
available.
Gospel Hall, Mill Road, Waterlooville, holds Coffee Mornings
each Friday, from 10am to 12 noon. Tea, coffee and
homemade cakes.
Waterlooville Town Market - each Friday in the Precinct.
Angel Radio - 101.1 FM - the nostalgia radio station serving
the local community. For information:  9248 1988, website:
www.angelradio.co.uk, email:  studio101.1@hotmail.co.uk
Waterlooville Community Board Meetings -  'South Meeting'
Wed 28th July at Sprinwood Community Centre.  'North
Meeting' Mon 5th July at Hartplain Church. All meetings start
at 6.30pm and are open to public. For info  9244 6416.
Waterlooville and District Philatelic Society do not meet in
July and August.  9259 3987 for further details.
Age Concern H5O hold Coffee Mornings with advice for
the over 50's at The Beacon in The Meridian Shopping Centre,
Havant, from 10am to 12 noon, on the first Tuesday of the
month.
The Havant 50+ Forum meet in Committee Room 1, Havant
Civic Offices, from 2pm to 4pm, on the first Monday of the
month . Members of the public are welcome to attend.
HAVANT FREEGLE - offer unwanted household items for reuse
by others, rather than dumping them?
Visit www.iloveFreegle.org.
Portsmouth & District Beekeepers - for information   9238
1881 or roysbees@yahoo.co.uk
Coffee & Co - Do you need a listening ear; have you suffered
a loss, redundancy, divorce, bereavement? Come along to
St Wilfrid’s upper hall, Padnell Road, Cowplain, for an
opportunity to chat with others. 10.30am – 12noon, first
Saturday each month. Phone Shirley on   9259 4019 for
more information.
Group support for the bereaved every third Thursday at the
Borrow Centre Cowplain, 10am to 12 noon. Meet other people
who are experiencing the the pain of bereavement. For further
details call Ingrid on  07885 843 863.
Havant Borough Talking Newspaper , 19 East Street, Havant.
Information, guidance and comfort for the blind and visually
impaired.   9248 0101 or visit www.hbtn.org.uk
Chat to a Friend In Hampshire Are you an older person
living alone or with someone else in Hampshire? If you need
information about services and facilities or help then  08000
323 456. The call is free, confidential and supportive. Available
9am - 11pm, 365 days per year!

EDITORIAL NOTICES

Hampshire Walkers walk every Friday morning. If you are
interested in walking 5 miles and more then please phone
Anne Lee  9225 0149 for more information.

Out Of Focus - A group for the visually
impaired, meet at the Bear Hotel, East Street,
Havant, on the 2nd Tuesday of each month
from 7.30pm.  01329 512 447.

'Surface Dressing' is the most cost effective and
sustainable way to ensure roads stay in good condition. It
starts by spraying the road with bitumen and applying a
thin layer of stone chippings.
After the chippings are rolled-in, the traffic is allowed to use
the road and this helps ‘bed in’ the chips. Loose chippings
are swept from the carriageway within 24 hours and again
after three days and seven days.  Drivers should take care
to keep to the reduced speed limits until the loose chippings
are swept up.
The work can only be carried out in the warmer and drier
conditions of summer and lasts on average for 10 years,
depending on traffic volume and skid resistance
requirements.
A team can complete one mile of road or footway each
day. Each year around 220 miles of carriageways and
footways are treated.
Surface dressing directly contributes to saving 10 lives
across Hampshire each year and reduces the overall number
of accidents by 40%.
About 2,600 tonnes of bitumen emulsion (bitumen and water)
is sprayed onto the roads each year and about 14,000
tonnes of aggregate are used. It costs around £16,000 a
mile to surface dress the carriageway.
For more information visit: www3.hants.gov.uk
/roads/highway-information/surface-dressing

GETTING A GRIP ON HAMPSHIRE’S ROADS

Beetle Drive – Open to all. Saturday 10th July at 7pm in St
Wilfrid’s Church Hall, £2-50.
Denmead Bridge Club – Two members of the Club took
part in the ‘Moonlight Memories’ 12 mile charity walk held in
June in Portsmouth in support of the Rowans Hospice. Over
£200 was raised from families, friends and Bridge Club
members. Club meetings are held at the Community Centre,
School Lane, Denmead on Monday evenings from 7pm to
10pm. Anyone wishing to play bridge is welcome. Contact
the Club Secretary (Pam Holdsworth) for more information. 
9243 6385.

Beat Surgeries in Cowplain - are held outside Lidl, London
Road 10.15am to 1pm and Hart Plain Church 2pm to 3.30pm
on Wed 14th July and 11th August. Meet your local team.

Sue Ryder, Cowplain - This popular charity will have a stall
at the Victorian Themed Fete which is being held at the rear
of St. John’s Church, Purbrook on Saturday 3rd July between
10am and 4pm.  All of Sue Ryder’s staff who attend will be
dressed in the Victorian fashions of the day. Admission is
free.

'Connect Coffee Shop' Tuesdays 9am-12noon, Cowplain
Evangelical Church, Durley Avenue, Cowplain. Serving: lattes,
cappuccinos, cafe mocha, hot chocolate, filter coffee and
tea. Free homemade cakes and scones.

www.theratepayer.co.uk
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NEXT BLOOD DONATION SESSIONS
Tue 6th July and 3rd August, 1pm to 2.55pm and 4pm to
6.45pm at Waterlooville  Community Centre (Behind ASDA).
Thu 8th July, 2pm to 4pm and 5pm to 7.30pm at St Wilfrid's
Church Hall, Padnell Road, Cowplain.

National Blood Service Website -  www.blood.co.uk
You can pre book appointments via  0845 7 711 711.

USEFUL INFORMATION
Waterlooville Police Station: Swiss Road, Waterlooville,
Hants. PO7 7FX.  999 in emergencies, 101 for non-
emergency calls or leave information-only messages, in
strict confidence, on  Crimestoppers  0800 555 111.
Registrar of Births and Deaths: “Fernglen” Town Hall Road,
Havant.  9248 2533. Hours: Mon - Fri 9am - 1pm. Mon and
Tue 2pm - 3.30pm.
Citizens’ Advice Bureau, Swiss Cottage, 9 St. Georges
Walk (Hambledon Road) Waterlooville.  0844 856 3407,
10am to 2pm. Online Advice: www.adviceguide.org.uk.
Disabled Information and Advice Line (DIAL)  9282
4853 (answer phone when closed).
Good Neighbours Schemes: Cowplain  9225 4090.
Waterlooville  9226 6005. Help line 9am - 6pm, Mon to
Fri. Website www.stgeorgesnews.org/goodneighbours. For
shopping, transport to medical appointments, home visits.
Community Centres and Halls:

Westbrook Hall email treasurer.wha@talktalk.net
The Acorn Centre, Wecock  9225 8423
Waterlooville  9225 6823
Cowplain  9226 7029
Merchistoun Hall  9259 7114
Lovedean Village Hall  9259 3904
Deverell Hall Purbrook  9243 0217
Havant and District MENCAP, Anders Hall, Milton
Road. Available for hire.  9278 7302
Springwood Community Blding  9223 0330

Faulty street lighting, traffic lights or road defects? -
Report to  0800 506 060 or visit www.hants.gov.uk and
follow link to 'report highway defect'. (Quote lamp post no)

WATERLOOVILLE AND DISTRICT
RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

(Covering the Wards of Cowplain, Stakes, Waterlooville
and Hart Plain including part of Lovedean)
President: D. Foyle I.S.M.,  9225 7467
Vice President: F Rozzell,  9259 3198
Chairman: Mr. D. Pink, 74 Cherry Tree Avenue, Cowplain,
Hants. PO8 8AP.  9224 0653.
Vice Chairman: Mrs. J. Rea,  9225 8261
Hon. Treasurer: Mr. N. Chedzey, 103 Sutton Road,
Cowplain, Waterlooville, PO8 8PT,  9242 6575
Hon. Secretary & Minutes Secretary:
Hazel Matthews,  9226 8780
Distribution Manager: Mrs Walker,  9225 7305

ADVERTISING AND MAGAZINE ARTICLES
At present there is no advertising space available. For
general enquiries, comments, and corrections or to
submit an article please contact the Business Manager/
Magazine Compiler at 11 Ruskin Way, Waterlooville,
PO8 8JX or email: business@theratepayer.co.uk.

MEDICAL SERVICES
DENTAL HELPLINE - Freephone  0800 665544
DOCTORS
Drs. J Tate, K. McNicol; L.M. Martin; H.M. Penfold; M. A.
Saville, A. Hamilton, Waterlooville Health Centre, Dryden
Close.  9225 7321. The above doctors also practice at the
Westbrook Branch Surgery, 1 Aintree Drive, Cowplain.  9225
5160.
Drs. D.A. Spruell; N.J. Roberts; S. Pethen; H.F. Keohane;
J. E. Clarke-Williams; R.D. Bowerman; Dr D.K. Pickup; Dr
C.C. Fleischer, The Surgery, Forest End, Waterlooville.  9226
3089. The above doctors also practice at the branch surgery,
Waterlooville Health Centre.  9226 2703.
Drs. S.P. Stanley; S.J. Hobson; J.R. Warwick, Queenswood
Surgery, 233 London Rd, Waterlooville.  9226 3491.
Drs. M.D. Hargreaves;  P.M. Thakrar, The Surgery, 133
London Rd, Cowplain.  0844 477 0942.
Drs. M. Gregori; N.J. Millen; T.S. Wright; M Johns, The
Surgery, 2 Padnell Road, Cowplain.  9226 3138.
Drs. A.P.U. King; P. D. Boyle; M.J. White; K.L. Burton;
A.M.S. Bateman, Medical Service - Stakes Lodge,  084 4477
8718.

OTHER MEDICAL SERVICES:
Available from Waterlooville Health Centre, Dryden Close,
Waterlooville, P07 6AJ.  9224 0340.
Child Health Clinic: Tue 9.30am - 11.30am.
Podiatry Service (Chiropody): By appointment.  As above.
Family Planning and Well Woman Clinics: Mon 5pm - 7pm,
Wed 1pm - 3 pm.
Red Cross Medical Loan Service: Mon to Fri, 10am to 12
noon and 2pm to 4pm.  9223 8108.
LIFE: Free Pregnancy Testing and Associated Counselling.
Wecock Community Centre each Thu 10am - 12noon.  9246
2437.
Southern Migraine Society: Meetings held on 3rd Tue,
November, January, March and April at Northern Parade Clinic,
Doyle Avenue, Hilsea at 7.45pm.  01243 376386 for details
N.H.S. Direct: 24 Hrs service  0845 4647.
Carers Helpline:  0345 221122.
PALS (Patient Advice and Liaison Service)  9224 8362 / 8342.
E-mail: pals.ehpct@ports.nhs.uk
SOCIAL SERVICES DIRECT  0845 600 4555

CHURCHES:
St. George's: Hambledon Road, Waterlooville. For enquiries

 9226 2145. Fr. Mike Sheffield
St. Wilfrid’s: Padnell Road, Cowplain.  9226 2295 Rev. Paul
Moore.
Westbrook Church: Tempest Avenue, Cowplain  078354
11522.
Hart Plain Church: Hart Plain Avenue, Cowplain. Joint
Anglican and Methodist. Minister Revd. Timothy Jessiman 
9226 4551.
Sacred Heart RC Church, London Road, Waterlooville,
Father Kevin Bidgood.  9226 2289.
Cowplain Evangelical Church: Durley Avenue, Rev Phill
Brown.  9226 2188.
Waterlooville Baptist Church: 368 London Road,
Waterlooville.  9225 5577 (Church Secretary).
Lovedean United Reformed Church: Meet at Lovedean
Village Hall.  9234 8724.
Living Waters Fellowship: Kite Close, Waterlooville.  9242
5075.

www.theratepayer.co.uk
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THE STORY OF TEA  -  THIS MONTH  -  THE TEA CLIPPER
When the Honourable East India

Company lost its trading monopoly and
more Chinese ports were opened for
trade, plentiful supplies of tea became
available to the British markets. To
protect their trade, the London tea
dealers had to come up with a way of
increasing the sale of tea. It was decided
to promote the idea that newly harvested

fresh tea had a better flavour and this initiative worked
because the sales of tea increased. Shipments of the freshly
picked tea were ready for transport in June and July but
unfortunately this coincided with the Monsoon season with
southwesterly winds blowing up the South China Sea.

The square rigged ships of the day were unable to sail
very close to the wind and had to tack their way across the
wind to make any progress. A ship that could sail closer to
the wind was needed - enter the tea clipper.
Originally built as fast warships, it was the Americans who
designed and built the first clippers, but the British soon
caught onto the potential of these ships and built over 25,
the Cutty Sark being the most famous. These vessels were
streamlined, tall masted and employed multiple sails; their
design meant that they could sail very close to the wind.
During their comparative short history the tea clipper was
amongst the fastest ships the world had ever seen. With
cruising speeds of 14 to 15 knots and a top speed of 20
knots (23 mph) these were indeed the greyhounds of the
seas. By comparison a modern cruise liner averages 18 knots.
Why the term ‘clipper’? The word possibly comes from the
verb ‘to clip’ which means to ‘move quickly’, hence the term
to go at a good clip. Or, and more appropriate I think, was
that their speed ‘clipped’ time off the passage from China to
England.

Before the clipper, tea would be transported in huge but
very strong ships called East Indiamen and by the 1800s
their load capability was 1,200 tons but they were slow. A
round trip from England to Canton and back could take nearly
two years whereas the first clipper to complete the journey
completed the trip from Hong Kong in 97 days!

Clipper races were held with thousands flocking to vantage
points to witness these majestic vessels beating up the
Thames with their crews thinking of the cash bonus they would
earn for bringing the tea home for auction before another
rival clipper docked. In some cases two clippers would arrive
in the Pool of London within minutes of each other having
left China together – that is a remarkable feat of seamanship
and navigation after about 90 days at sea!
Unfortunately, with the opening of the Suez Canal in 1870
and the introduction of steamships, the heyday of the Tea
Clipper was over.

To be continued
Geoff Lynch

Cutty Sark in 1961

So who are these brigands, outlaws and unsavoury
members of an organised gang who call themselves golfers?
I’ll let Noel Atkinson explain:
“The club got started when Frank Plumstead and I were playing
golf together one day and he said that he thought it would be
a nice idea if a few of us were to have a little tournament
between ourselves and raise a bit of money for charity. I
discussed the suggestion with Bernard Fisher and Bill Scipio,
with whom I normally played at the time, and they said they
thought it was a good idea.
I went to see Ray Gadd, the proprietor of Beachlands, to ask
his permission to form a club, also to ask if he would be our
patron, both of which he agreed to. I put up a notice in the
clubhouse asking anyone interested to sign up, and in May
1998 we played our first medal round.
Since Frank had suggested the idea of playing for charity, I
named the main trophy the ‘Frank Plumstead Trophy’, which
Ray Gadd was so helpful in getting for us. Since then we have
added many more trophies to be competed for, most donated
by our members. Calling the club Beachlands Bandits was a
name I thought up as a bit of fun, which would keep everything
light hearted and keep the whole thing from becoming too
serious, hence the absence of any book of rules.”

THE BEACHLANDS BANDITS
WANT YOUR MONEY!

The Bandits play at the Hayling Beachlands Golf
Links Course, to give its full title, which is just
off the Ferry Road, West Hayling. This Par 3, 9
hole links course has all the challenges a course
situated near to a beach can bring, wind, mostly
from the south or west and horizontal rain, if you choose to
play in it. Several of the holes are on elevated greens which
make some approach shots difficult. You can ‘play and pay’
or pay for an annual ticket. Light refreshments are available
and everyone is very welcome.
The Beachlands Bandits are a happy, friendly and convivial
bunch who play in the first week of every month for a Monthly
Medal; all members are asked for is £2, which is then donated
to the Rowans Hospice. And even if you’re not a member you
can join in the Texas Scramble, again for £2, which is played
3 or 4 times per year – this is a really fun event and requires a
bit of team effort!  Last year £850 was donated to The Rowans
and over £10,850 has been raised in the past few years for
this worthy charity. At Christmas we congratulate ourselves
with a dinner and present trophies to well deserving Bandits.
Most of the bandits are not at all unsavoury and would
welcome the chance to meet you, play a round of golf and in
doing so, raise money for a hugely popular local charity. So,
if you enjoy your golf at a relaxed pace please visit us.
Declared Interest: Geoff Lynch, co author of this article is a
member of the Bandits but don’t let that hold you back from
joining!

 


