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MIKE ATTRIDGE
'BRICKWORK'

Free estimates with no obligation
Horndean-Lovedean-Cowplain

Clanfield-Waterlooville
  023 9223 2280

DECORATIVE GARDEN WALLS,
PATIOS AND ALL OTHER

BRICKWORK UNDERTAKEN

www.theratepayer.co.uk

NORTH

SOUTH

EAST

WEST

RESIDENTS' ASSOCIATION
NEXT PUBLIC MEETING

7.30PM THURSDAY 9TH JULY
COWPLAIN ACTIVITY CENTRE

ALL WELCOME

On Saturday 13th June at various times and
locations in the centre of Waterlooville and
throughout the week at St George's Church.
Events are subject to change so check details
at www.stgeorgesnews.org/wmf

On 1st April 2009, the new Gas Safe RegisterTM

replaced the CORGI gas registration scheme as Great
Britain’s gas safety authority.
By law, from 1st April, only Gas Safe registered
engineers should be employed to carry out work on
gas installations or appliances – CORGI gas registration
will not be valid. The 120,000 engineers currently
verified under the CORGI scheme are registering with
Gas Safe Register so they can continue to work legally.
Keeping the public safe is Gas Safe Register’s top
priority. If someone other than a Gas Safe registered
engineer carries out gas work at your home, you could
be risking the safety of your family and your property.
Simple search and verification

Finding a Gas Safe registered
engineer will be simple.  You
are able to find an engineer
in your area, online at
www.gassaferegister.co.uk, or
by calling  0800 408 5500.
Registered engineers will be
identified with the new yellow
Gas Safe Register logo, and
every engineer will carry a

Gas Safe Register ID card with their own unique
licence number.
The message from Gas Safe Register is clear. Before
you have any gas work done in your home, make
sure you check the card.
Footnote:
Highfield Gas and Plumbing Services (Page 6),
Acton Heating and Plumbing (Page 10),
John Mitchell Gas Services (Page 10),
DMB Heating and Plumbing Services (Page 12)
Atlantis Plumbing and Heating Ltd (Page 14)
Poulton’s Electrical and Plumbing Services (Page 15)

... are all registered on the Gas Safe Register.

 
 

PUBLIC SAFETY
TOP PRIORITY

FOR
NEW GAS SAFE REGISTERTM
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As you read this some of those involved and relatives of
those who are too infirm to travel will be returning to the various
beaches and re-acquaint themselves with comrades and local
villagers who befriended them 65 years ago.
This is the story of events, which took place in Southern
England 65 years ago. Portsmouth and the surrounding area
became the hub of the organisation and planning which made
the greatest amphibious invasion ever undertaken, a reality.
The South had suffered major bombardment from the air soon
after hostilities started. Portsmouth lost its major shopping
centres, thousands of homes and its magnificent Guildhall.
Later in the war, Southwick House, the home of the
Thistlethwayte family for over 400 years became HQ for
Operation OVERLOAD. The House was earlier requisitioned
by the Navigation School, which had to decamp from HM
Dockyard due to bombing.
Logistically the operation was formidable. 3000 ships, 3 million
men and all the equipment had to be amassed. Every available
property and wooded area in the region was needed and
harbours and ports from Oban to Dover and Plymouth were
pressed into action to carry out the urgent refitting and
shipbuilding work.
A coastal strip from the Wash to Lands End was closed to all
visitors. Off beaches in the south, the men, who were to paddle
single-seat canoes as part of the offensive, practised their
skills. Off Hayling Island and elsewhere, the floating Mulberry
harbours were built before being towed to France where they
would be used to shelter the fleet when it arrived. The fuel for
the seaborne operation was carried from Gosport under the
English Channel to France in a special pipeline called PLUTO
- Pipeline Under the Ocean.
The RAF took part in countless reconnaissance sorties and
provided planes and gliders. The Parachute Regiment
prepared for landing and the Army provided special
attachments for tanks etc to clear a safe passage through the
mines and other obstacles to allow safe landing for our troops
on the beaches of France.
Meanwhile, inland all woodlands were fenced off. Locally, the
Queens Inclosure was enclosed by barbed wire and guarded
by the Military Police and eventually housed many men under
canvas. All roads became car parks for the vehicles needed
to carry off the operation. Only residents were permitted to
live in Cowplain and could only leave/enter with permission.
C.H.T. Marshall, the Waterlooville photographer, was engaged
to supply photos for the identity cards of the troops; and the
old tram shed, where LIDL’s is today was used as a torpedo
store.
All was now in place for the operation to commence - but not
before a secret church service was held at Christ Church
Portsdown. On 4th June 1944, the Commander and Members
of HQ Staff of the British 2nd Army, numbering some 400,
took their places within the church for the Pre-Invasion Service
led by the Vicar Rev. B.S.Gillman.

JUNE 2009 – 65TH ANNIVERSARY OF D-DAY BY DAVID PINK

The service took place shortly before the usual morning
service. Prayers and devotions, suitable for the occasion, were
said together with a blessing.
Thus the servicemen embarked to France in the knowledge
that, whatever was about to take place, at least the Lord was
on their side.
Inside Southwick House a large Wall Map was built and the
telegraph operators and others awaited the orders to proceed.
In the early hours of the morning of 4th June, the Supreme
Allied Commander Dwight D. Eisenhower and his staff officers
met to discuss the weather reports. It was decided to hold
the invasion for 24 hours. On 5th June the local weather was
no better although forecasts promised improvements. The
decision to go and the implementation of the plans was taken
straight away; and under cover of darkness the embarkation
took place.
Thus the residents of towns and villages throughout the south
went to bed surrounded by the military and awoke to find the
streets deserted. The soldiers who left found time to chalk
messages on the roads saying ‘Goodbye Cowplain’ or ‘Thank
you Waterlooville’.  These type of messages were repeated
across the south.
We thank all of those who planned and executed the
momentous task and enabled us to retain our freedom.
I end on a note of sadness.
Two days before D-Day, an army convoy stopped and parked

in its billet alongside the A3. A
wireless truck stopped outside of
No. 51 London Road, Cowplain -
now the Thai Restaurant but then
Killes Grocery Shop. As the soldiers
climbed out of their vehicle, one
handed an enamel mug marked
‘Jigger’ to a young lady who worked
in the grocery shop. The young
lady was Audrey Scivier (now
Masters) and she gladly filled the
cup and there started a lifelong
friendship.

‘Jigger’, real name Eric Gill, loved dancing - hence his
nickname - asked a favour of Audrey which she agreed to
and was handed a note to be passed on to his mother and
family so they would know where he was as normal forces
mail was censored.
The families kept in touch at Christmas and spent holidays
together; and on the 50th anniversary Audrey received a special
“Thank you” card for her kindness all those years ago.  Sadly
Eric Gill passed away shortly before the 60th anniversary. I
close with words written by him around the time of the 50th
anniversary.
“Ahead of us we knew not what we were to encounter or where
we would go although we were amazingly not fearful”.

THE 65TH ANNIVERSARY OF  D-DAY

Admission to the D-Day Museum in Southsea is free on Saturday 6th June as part of a special weekend D-Day event.
Check the website ‘www.portsmouthmuseums.co.uk’ or  9282 7261 for details of what you can expect to see.

Exhibition in Waterlooville Library - To commemorate the anniversary, Don Foyle will put on an exhibition of
memorabilia and news cuttings during the Library’s opening hours. The exhibition will run from 1st to 14th June.  This is very
relevant to this area and many with a direct interest or service background.

Audrey Scivier
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Old photos and news cuttings - I am always willing to give a
good home to any of these and can promise they will be well
looked after.   9224 0653.
RE-ACTION (Tools for Self Reliance) - If you have any tools
suitable for refurbishment, or scrap lead, copper or brass to
help raise money to  dispatch the tools abroad, please contact
Bob Ginger  9226 8762.
St George's Church Hall, Waterlooville, holds Coffee
Mornings every Wednesday and Friday from 10am to 12 noon
in St George's Hall. All proceeds to charity. Also a Market
every Thursday from 9.30am to 11.30am. Home made cakes,
produce, cards, crafts, eggs, plants, etc. Refreshments also
available.
Gospel Hall, Mill Road, Waterlooville, holds Coffee Mornings
each Friday, from 10am to 12 noon. Tea, coffee and
homemade cakes.
Waterlooville Town Market - each Friday in the Precinct.
Angel Radio - 101.1 FM - the nostalgia radio station serving
the local community. For information:  9248 1988, website:
www.angelradio.co.uk, email:  studio101.1@hotmail.co.uk
Waterlooville Community Board Meetings -  'South Meeting'
on Wed 24th June, 6.30pm at the Springwood Centre.  'North
Meeting' on Mon 1st June at Cowplain Activities Centre and
6th July at the Acorn Centre. Meetings open to public. For
information  9244 6416.
SNAP (Say No And Phone) Disco - Theme 'Pirates' takes
place on Sat 27th June, from 7.30pm to 10.30pm at Havant
Leisure Centre.This event enables 11-17yr. olds to enjoy a
good night out in a drug/alcohol free environment. Entry by
£6 ticket bought in advance from Havant/Waterlooville Leisure
Centres or  9247 6026. Price includes a soft drink. Supported
by Hants Constabulary, Havant Borough Council, Hants
Primary Care Trust and Horizon Leisure trust.
Waterlooville and District Philatelic Society meet on Thu
18th June at Westbrook Hall, Tempest Avenue from 7.30pm
to 9.30pm.  9259 3987 for further details.

CHAT TO A FRIEND IN HAMPSHIRE
Are you an older person living alone or with someone else in
Hampshire? If you need information about services and facilities
or help then  08000 323456. The call is free, confidential and
supportive. Available 9am - 11pm, 365 days per year!

EDITORIAL NOTICES

Havant Borough Talking Newspaper , 19 East Street, Havant.
Information, guidance and comfort for the blind and visually
impaired.   9248 0101 or visit www.hbtn.org.uk
Lovedean W.I. meet at the Lovedean Village Hall on the 2nd
Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm (except August) Secretary
Celia Gorman   9259 5142.

Portsmouth & District Beekeepers - for information   9238
1881 or roysbees@yahoo.co.uk

.

Ratepayer Volunteer Deliverers required for
Highfield and Linda Grove in Cowplain. If you have
some spare time and feel you can help please ring
Maureen Walker on  9225 7305.

Waterlooville Folk Dance Group - Dance at Waterlooville
Community Centre every Monday from 8pm to 10pm. Cost is
£2-50. Dancing to CDs with a caller. All ages welcome. Not
necessary to have a partner. We are looking for new members.

www.theratepayer.co.uk

Police beat surgeries
2nd Thu each month, 10am - 12noon, at Hambledon Parade.
Last Friday each month, 10am - noon at Waterlooville
Library. On 9th Jun, 7th Jul, 4th Aug, 29th Sept, 27th Oct,
24th Nov and 22nd Dec at the following times: Tesco,
Lavender Road, 2pm - 3pm; One Stop, Mill Road, 9am -
1pm, Co-op, Crookhorn Lane, 12noon - 1pm.

SUE RYDER GARDEN FAIR ON THURSDAY 25TH JUNE
Bargains galore, cakes, newly arrived garden ornaments

& fishing gear. Volunteers are needed, NVQ training is given.
On Saturdays we provide places for students (14 years and
upwards) as part of the Duke of Edinburgh awards scheme.
www.suerydercare.org.

SIGHT LOSS PREVENTION PROJECT
Open Sight, the Hampshire charity supporting blind and

visually Impaired people across the County, is currently
involved in an innovative campaign about the importance of
regular eye tests, especially for those age 60+.
A new screening program, called 'Eyes Right', which has been
developed by the Royal National Institute for the Blind (RNIB)
is being piloted by Open Sight over the next few months.
They will provide free sight checks along with advice and
information at a special event at the Borrow Day Centre,
London Road, Cowplain on Thursday 25th June, between
9.30am and 3.30pm. For further information, contact Open
Sight on  023 8064 1244.

HEALTH FAYRE
The Petersfield Voluntary Support Group of Diabetes UK

is holding a Health Fayre on Sat 27th June, between 9am
and 1pm at the Borrow Day Centre, Padnell Road.  Different
organisations will be promoting their work in encouraging
healthy lifestyles and maintaining a quality of life.
Entry is free. Parking on site is restricted to those with a
disabled sticker. Among groups taking part are: Diabetes
UK, Arthritis Council, Walking to Health (Havant Borough
Council) and many others.
It is also planned to offer free diabetes blood tests and free
blood pressure measurement.

Residents can report faults through the
County Council’s contact centre
Hantsdirect  0845 603 5633 or email
roads@hants.gov.uk. These reports
are then followed up through special
inspections.

101
101 continues to help tackle anti-social behaviour in

Hampshire. From 1st April, Hampshire’s 101 telephone service
became a police only non-emergency number in Hampshire
and the Isle of Wight, running alongside the existing  0845
045 4545 number.

Cowplain

Waterlooville Folk Dance Group - Dance at Waterlooville
Community Centre every Monday from 8pm to 10pm. Cost
is £2-50. Dancing to CDs with a caller. All ages welcome. Not
necessary to have a partner. We are looking for new members.
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NEXT BLOOD DONATION SESSIONS
Tuesday 9th June and 7th July, 1.30pm to 3.25pm and 4.30pm
to 7.15pm at Waterlooville  Community Centre (Behind
ASDA).
Thu 11th June, 1.30pm to 3.25pm and 4.30pm to 7.15pm at
St Wilfrid's Parish Church Hall, Padnell Road, Cowplain.

National Blood Service Website -  www.blood.co.uk
You can pre book appointments via  0845 7 711 711.

USEFUL INFORMATION
Waterlooville Police Station: Swiss Road, Waterlooville,
Hants. PO7 7FX.  999 in emergencies, 101 for non-
emergency calls or leave information-only messages, in
strict confidence, on  Crimestoppers  0800 555 111.
Registrar of Births and Deaths: “Fernglen” Town Hall Road,
Havant.  9248 2533. Hours: Mon - Fri 9am - 1pm. Mon and
Tue 2pm - 3.30pm.
Citizens’ Advice Bureau, Swiss Cottage, 9 St. Georges
Walk (Hambledon Road) Waterlooville. Drop-in sessions
Wed to Fri, 10am to 12.30pm. Telephone advice line 
0870 126 4858, open Mon to Thu, 10am to 2pm . Online
Advice Guide: www.adviceguide.org.uk.
Disabled Information and Advice Line (DIAL)  9282
4853 (answer phone when closed).
Good Neighbours Schemes: Cowplain  9225 4090.
Waterlooville  9226 6005. Help line 9am - 6pm, Mon to
Fri. Website www.stgeorgesnews.org/goodneighbours.
Collecting prescriptions, pensions; lifts to medical
appointments if no other suitable transport, visits to the
housebound and lonely, small odd jobs and errands.
Community Centres and Halls:

Westbrook Hall email treasurer.wha@talktalk.net
The Acorn Centre, Wecock  9225 8423
Waterlooville  9225 6823
Cowplain  9226 7029
Merchistoun Hall  9259 7114
Lovedean Village Hall  9259 3904
Deverell Hall Purbrook  9243 0217
Havant and District MENCAP, Anders House, Milton
Road. Available for hire.  9225 7636
Springwood Community Blding  9223 0330

Help in Bereavement - Trained visitors to stand by you when
you need a friend.  9266 8884.
Street Lighting Defects - Report on  0845 603 5638 or
street.lighting@hants.gov.uk. Quote the lamp post no.

WATERLOOVILLE AND DISTRICT
RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

(Covering the Wards of Cowplain, Stakes, Waterlooville
and Hart Plain including part of Lovedean)
President: D. Foyle I.S.M.,  9225 7467
Vice President: F Rozzell,  9259 3198
Chairman: Mr. D. Pink, 74 Cherry Tree Avenue, Cowplain,
Hants. PO8 8AP.  9224 0653.
Vice Chairman: Mrs. J. Rea,  9225 8261
Hon. Treasurer: Mr. N. Chedzey, 103 Sutton Road,
Cowplain, Waterlooville, PO8 8PT,  9242 6575
Hon. Secretary & Minutes Secretary:
Hazel Matthews,  9226 8780
Distribution Manager: Mrs Walker,  9225 7305

ADVERTISING AND MAGAZINE ARTICLES
At present there is no advertising space available. For
general enquiries, comments, and corrections or to
submit an article please contact the Business Manager/
Magazine Compiler at 11 Ruskin Way, Waterlooville,
PO8 8JX or email: business@theratepayer.co.uk.

BT & PO Pensioners meet 1st Tue 1.30pm - 3.30pm at
Cosham Community Centre.  9247 5593.
Cowplain and Horndean Sunshine Club: Age Concern,
Borrow Day Centre, alternate Fri at 2pm.  9234 3709.
Renaissance Social Group meets monthly on Thu
evenings in a local pub. New unattached members aged
55+ and from a professional background welcome to join
this non-profit making group. For details  9252 2324 or e-
mail keith.mills167@ntlworld.com.
Waterlooville Scottish Country Dancers: Meet at Scouts
and Guides HQ, Widley. Mon 8pm.  9225 2978.
C.A.M.E.O. meet at Waterlooville Community Centre, 10am
to 12 noon, on the third Tuesday of the month.  9226
9291 or 9226 5685. New members welcomed.
Waterlooville and District Neighbourhood Watch
Association. For information  9289 2627 or visit
www.wdnwa.org.uk.
Bon-Amis - Singles Social Club - meet Tuesday evenings
at Cowplain Activity Centre. Make new friends. Enjoy varied
social and leisure activities. Details from Ann   9234 1255 or
Ian   9259 2087.
Denmead Bridge Club - Anyone wishing to play bridge is
welcome to the weekly Club meetings, which are held at the
Community Centre, School Lane, Denmead on Monday
evenings from 7pm to 10pm. Contact the Secretary Pam
Holdsworth further information.  9243 6385.
Cowplain Social Bridge Club meet on Thursdays, 7pm to
10pm at the Borrow Day Centre, Padnell Road, Cowplain.

  9225 7978 for details.
Horndean & District Amateur Radio Club meets first and
fourth Tue at Lovedean Village Hall from 7.30pm - 10pm.
Further information  9261 2687 or 9247 2846.
Hampshire Wildlife Trust (South Downs Branch)  9259
2317 for details of membership and meetings.
Havant Cage Bird Society meets at Bedhampton Social
Club, Bedhampton Road, Bedhampton 1st Wed from
7.30pm.  9232 4751.
Havant & District Writer’s Circle meets at Havant Arts
Centre on the 3rd Wed at 7.30pm. All writers from
beginners to advanced welcome.  9259 3057 for details.
Blendworth Brass Band meets at Blendworth Church
Centre, Thu 7.30pm - 9pm. Experienced and new players
welcome.  9259 3309 for details.
BINGO takes place each Wed at 7.15pm at Age Concern
Hall, Padnell Road, Cowplain.  9234 3709 for further
information.
Horndean Garden Group - meet 2nd Tuesday at 7.30pm in
Lovedean Village Hall (Small). For details  9264 8671.
'Reflections' - Ladies Barbershop, singing 40's music onwards,
meet every Monday at Christchurch Hall, Widley, at 1.30pm
and sing to residential homes, etc. All fees go to local charities.

 9241 2750 for details.
Family History Group – If you want to learn how to trace
your ancestors then go to Staunton Park School, Leigh Park
on 2nd and 4th Tuesday from 7.30pm – 9pm.  For details visit
www.stauntoninfo.co.uk.
Mill Hill Children's Centre - Mill Road, Waterlooville, PO7
7DB.  9224 0077.
NHS Retirement Fellowship meet 1st Wednesday in month
from 9.45am at Cosham Community Centre, Wooten Street
for retired NHS employees and hospital volunteers  9225
7261 for details.

www.theratepayer.co.uk
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MANAGEMENT
(Possibly a grain of truth here)

A man in a hot air balloon realised he was lost. He reduced
altitude and spotted a man below. He descended a bit more
and shouted,” Excuse me, can you help me? I promised a
friend I would meet him an hour ago, but I don’t know where
I am.”
The man below replied,” You’re in a hot air balloon hovering
approximately 15 metres above the ground. You’re between
40 and 41 degrees north latitude and between 59 and 60
degrees west longitude drifting with the wind at about 0.5
metres per second on a heading of 036 degrees.”
"You must be an engineer,” said the balloonist
”I am,” replied the man, “How did you know?”
”Well,” answered the balloonist, “everything you told me is
technically correct, but I’ve no idea what to make of your
information and the fact is I’m still lost. Frankly, you’ve not
been much help at all. If anything, you’ve delayed my trip.”
The man below responded, “You must be in Management.”
”I am,” replied the balloonist, “but how did you know?”
”Well,” said the man, “You don’t know where you are or where
you’re going. You have risen to where you are due to a large
quantity of hot air. You made a promise, which you’ve no
idea how to keep, and you expect people beneath you to
solve your problems. The fact is you are in exactly the same
position you were in before we met, but now, somehow, it’s
my fault.”

When I was a young boy, back in the early 1950s, my dad
bought me a wireless set. That sounds a bit extravagant, as
the wireless was the main source of entertainment in most
households but it was only a Crystal Set, the simplest wireless
you could get. I still have a good recollection of it.
A round black plastic, or more likely bakelite, upside down
shallow flowerpot shaped unit with the crystal and cats whisker
mounted at the back, the tuning knob in the middle, two
headphone terminals at the front, the aerial and earth terminals
either side. I thought it was fantastic; I would often fall asleep
with the headphones on listening to Radio Luxemburg.
It started my interest in radio and electronics and later an
apprenticeship in Radio and TV servicing.
Crystal Sets were first used in Europe in the early 1920s and
generally needed only four electrical components. They
worked without a battery.
The Cats Whisker and Crystal were fiddly to operate. The
Cats Whisker was a thin wire on a spring-loaded plunger
mounted adjacent to the Crystal. You had to position it in
exactly the right place on the Crystal to get good reception.
Later, the Cats Whisker and Crystal were replaced by a
Germanium semiconductor or Diode, which did the job and
did not require any adjusting.
The other components were a coil and variable capacitor,
making a resonance circuit, and headphones.

 
Aerial or antenna 

Variable capacitor 

Diode 

Coil Headphones 

Earth 

In those days all radios needed a good Earth and Aerial to
get a good reception. An earth connection is something not
used today, but it was essential at the time and often formed
by connecting a wire to a water pipe or other metal object
that went into the ground.
The aerial had to be as long and as high as possible, perhaps
twenty feet up in the air and twenty feet long to get the best
reception - not like the little pull up things on radios today.
The long high aerial was needed because the signals were
transmitted on long and medium wavelengths. Reception was
not a bit like today. Invariably there was some background
interference and medium wave stations often faded in and
out.

 Peter Derham. Quivers

THE WIRELESS AND THE CATS WHISKER

COUNCIL CRACKDOWN
ON DOG FOULING AND LITTER

From the 1st of May, Havant Borough Council is cracking
down on litter-louts and people who do not clean up after
their dog in a bid to keep the borough’s public spaces cleaner
and safer.
On-the-spot fines will be issuing to anyone who intentionally
drops litter or to dog owners who fail to clear up their dog’s
mess.

Offenders will face either a fixed penalty
charge of up to £75 or be prosecuted
through the courts.
Councillor David Collins Portfolio holder for
Environmental Services said, “Havant
Borough Council has always taken the view
that advice and education was better than

enforcement, but it appears that this approach has not been
totally successful and it is therefore time to get tough on
offenders.
“We receive a steady number of complaints about dog fouling
and we want to take positive action to resolve the problem.
Not only is dog fouling and littering messy and offensive - it
poses a risk to public health. We want to show the small
minority who think that it is okay not to clear up that we are
serious about tackling these issues.”

SUFFER FROM A HEARING LOSS?
You may benefit from a discussion with Communication
Rehabilitation Officer (CRO). For an appointment call Adult
Services  9224 4019. Ask for details at Age Concern
Cowplain, Borrow Day Centre, London Road, Cowplain  
9226 6423.COWPLAIN SHORT MAT BOWLS

For friendly company and laughs try Short Mat Bowls at
Cowplain Activity Centre, Padnell Road.  Bowls provided.
Beginners Welcome.  £2.40 per session (approx 2½ hours).
Times Mon 10am - Wed and Thurs 1.30pm and Sunday
6.30pm.  9225 6524 or 9226 7029 for more information.

ROWANS SUPPORT
The Purbrook & Widley Rowans Support Group is holding

a General Knowledge Quiz Night at Deverell Hall, Purbrook
on Saturday 6th June from 7-30pm to 10pm. Tickets £7.50,
including ploughman’s supper.  9226 5652 for details.


