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MIKE ATTRIDGE
'BRICKWORK'

Free estimates with no obligation
Horndean-Lovedean-Cowplain

Clanfield-Waterlooville

Tel: (023)92  240240

WALLS EXTENSIONS

The Waterlooville and District
Residents' Association

Public Meeting
Waterlooville Community

Centre

Thursday 4th May at 7.30pm
All welcome to discuss local issues!

www.theratepayer.org.uk

Spring Romance
  The Portsmouth Chorus
      with The Southern Pops Orchestra

         at The Kings Theatre, Southsea

The Chorus is one of the oldest and most established choirs in Portsmouth. It supports charities such as The
Rowans Hospice, The Salvation Army and Church appeals. It also supports and encourages young musical
talent, by providing them with a free platform to perform with The Chorus.

 www.ThePortsmouthChorus.com

Saturday 22nd April
 at 7.30pm.

Ticket secretary
Tel: 9234 2257

Box Office
Tel: 9282  8282
Rowan Hospice

fundraising in foyer



2



3



4

STOPPING THE ROT

Broadmarsh

So there I am, enjoying a well earned Sunday afternoon’s
slumber when the ‘phone rings, and yes you have guessed
it, “Sir, would you like to buy a new kitchen, double glazing”,
or some other thing I really do not want on a Sunday
afternoon.
So I phoned the Telephone Preference Service on Tel:
0845 070 0707 to register not to receive direct marketing
phone calls.

Thomas Relph joined Cowplain Youth Football Club,
as a goalkeeper, when it was founded in 2004.  Shortly
after joining the team, Thomas broke his nose whilst
playing football in school, and was forced to miss half
the season.
However, Thomas showed great determination and
enthusiasm to regain his place back on the team and, as
soon as doctors gave the all-clear, he was back in goal.
Cowplain Youth then went on to clinch the ‘South Hants
Glass Portsmouth Youth Football League Under 11,
Division “D” League Championship’ in their very first
season and were promoted to the “C” Division.
Unfortunately, Thomas’ misfortunes did not end there. In
October last year, Thomas suffered another setback
when a car knocked him down as he was leaving school.
He suffered a broken shoulder and leg.  Showing great
courage and determination, Thomas did not let this get
him down, and again is eager to get back to playing
with the team.
At the moment, Thomas is still not fully fit to play, but he
went along and supported his team members as soon
as the cast was removed from his leg,
The Cowplain YFC Committee members felt that Thomas
deserved praise and recognition for his efforts and his
dedication to the team.
It was decided to put his name forward for the ‘Havant
Borough Sports Council Annual Sports Awards’, which
took place at Havant Civic Offices on 26th January 2006.
Everyone at Cowplain YFC were delighted that Thomas
was awarded a certificate for Sporting Merit for
Outstanding Achievement (Junior Boys) and they hope
to see Thomas back with the team very soon.

ALL ABOARD FOR FREE OFF-PEAK BUS TRAVEL
Pensioners and disabled people will soon be able to

use the bus to get around – without paying a penny for
their journeys. The new free off-peak travel scheme started
on 1st April and it’s open to anyone who lives in the
borough and is either over 60 or registered disabled.
If you qualify, all you need to do is apply for a bus pass.
Providing your journey starts after 9am on a weekday or
any time at weekends and or is on public holidays, then
you will be able to show your pass and travel for free.
You can use your bus pass to travel anywhere in
Hampshire, or make trips across the border, providing
your journey starts in the county. For example, the pass
could be used to make a return journey from Havant to
Chichester.
If you already have a bus pass – it has two sections. Have
a look at the section that doesn’t have the photo on it and
check the expiry date. If your pass expires in April 2006
you should have received an application form for a new
off-peak free travel pass. If your current bus pass expires
from 1st May 2006 onwards, then you will be sent a
replacement for the bottom section of your existing pass
that shows you are entitled to off-peak free travel. You will
be able to use the replacement section of your new pass
from 1st April 2006 – when the new scheme starts.
If you don’t have a bus pass then all you need to do is fill
in an application form, provide proof of your address and
date of birth, and give the staff at the Civic Offices a
passport-sized photograph – they’ll do the rest.
Forms are available from the Civic Offices. For more
information please call HBC Customer Services on Tel:
9244 6012 or email: customer.services@havant.gov.uk.

WHAT’S IN A NAME? – AN UPDATE
I have received three responses to my request for

ideas to changing the name of The Ratepayer and its
possible layout. Two suggested alternative names, ‘The
District’ and ‘The Resident’.
The person who suggested ‘The Resident’ also mentioned
‘The Occupier’ but said both could been seen as ‘Spam
mail’ and put straight into the bin. He continued, that at
first sight ‘The Resident’ would not look a lot different to
the present name but out of the names mentioned by him
he favours ‘The Resident’ which covers anyone at an
address whatever their circumstances.
The person who suggested ‘The District’ also provided
useful ideas as to improving the layout of the magazine.
The third respondent was one of our advertisers. He
suggested clearing the front page of ‘clutter’ and also
provided ideas to other layout changes. It is not too late
to join in. If you have an idea for a new name for the
magazine and/or how the layout could be improved,
please forward your concept to the Business Manager,
contact details on Page 9.

Geoff Lynch

The whole procedure took about two minutes and came
into effect after 28 days. Alternatively, you can visit:
www.tpsonline.org.uk.
By the way, please do not ‘phone me to inform me that you
have registered!
Junk mail – If this is also a problem, you can register on Tel:
0845 703 4599 with the Mail Preference Service or you can
visit: www.mpsonline.org.uk

Geoff Lynch

PLAGUED BY ANNOYING ‘PHONE CALLS?

WELL DONE TOM!
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EDITORIAL NOTICES
Old Ratepayer magazines, photos and news cuttings
I am always willing to give a good home to any of these
and can promise they will be well looked after.  Tel: 9224
0653.
Age Concern Cowplain - will be holding Coffee
Mornings on Friday 7th April and 5th May, from 10am to
11.45am, at the Borrow Day Centre, Padnell Road,
Cowplain (Opposite Co-op). Stalls, raffles, etc.
SNAP (Say No And Phone) disco will take place on
Saturday 29th April from 7pm to 11pm at the Havant
Leisure Centre. These events enable 11 - 17 year olds to
enjoy a good night out in a drug and alcohol free
environment. Entry is by ticket, £4 in advance. Tel: 9247
6026 or visit Havant or Waterlooville Leisure Centres.
Supported by Neighbourhood Watch and the Local
Police.
Watelooville And District Philatelic Society will meet
on Friday 21st April, at the Westbrook Hall, Tempest
Avenue, from 7.30pm to 9.30pm. Subject: AGM and 1-
sheet competition.
St George's Church, Waterlooville holds Coffee
Mornings every Wednesday and Friday from 10am to 12
noon in St George's Hall. All proceeds to charity.
Waterlooville Town Market - each Friday in the Precinct.
St. George's Market is held every Thursday from 9.30am
to 11.30am in St. George's Church Hall, Waterlooville.
Home made cakes, produce, cards, crafts, eggs, plants,
etc. Coffee and tea also available.
RE-ACTION (Tools for self-reliance) - If you have any tools
suitable for refurbishment then contact Bob Ginger Tel: 9226
8762.
Ark Angels are holding Table-Top Sales with refreshments
on Saturday 1st April at St George's Hall, Waterlooville from
10.30am to 3.30pm, and at Lovedean Village Hall on Saturday
15th April from 1.30pm to 3.30pm. Also at Windsor Court,
Anne Crescent, Waterlooville, from 10am on 25th March. All
proceeds to support Stubbington Ark Animal Shelter. Tel:
9278 7233 for more details.
Rowans Hospice Support Group will hold a Spring Market
at the Deverell Hall, London Road, Purbrook, on Saturday
8th April, from 10am to 12 noon. A Spring Fair will take
place on Saturday 29th April at St George’s Hall,
Waterlooville from 9.30am to 1pm. There will be 19 stalls
selling plants, gifts, cards, cakes, tombola and a raffle.
Admission 20p.
Lovedean Village Hall hold an Antiques Fair on Saturday
1st April from 10.30am; a Car Boot Sale on Sunday 2nd
April - weather permitting - from 1.30pm. Another Car Boot
Sale is on Sunday 30th April from 2pm. Tel: 9259 3904 or
9259 6636 for details.
Cowplain Bowling Club – Membership open to ladies and
gentlemen, at all level of play, including those who wish to
start bowling. Secretary Tel: 9226 4844.
Southdown’s Ladies Harmony Chorus meet at All Saints
Church Hall, Catherington Lane, Horndean, every
Wednesday from 7.30pm to 10.30pm. New members
welcome. Tel: 9259 6312 for details.
THE RUSTLERS Western Dance Club (WDC) hold line-
dancing classes every Thursday at Cowplain Social Club
from 7.30 - 8.15pm for beginners and 8.15 - 10.30pm for
everyone. For details Tel:9261 1198 or 9259 3842.

 Help in Bereavement - Trained visitors to stand by you
when you need a friend. Tel: 9266 8884.

Bowls - Play bowls at Waterlooville Bowls Club in Jubilee
Park. We offer free introduction sessions, free tuition and
if you like that, half-price one-year’s membership for new
bowlers. Other than flat-shoes no special clothing is re-
quired. Contact Colin Lowe Tel: 9243 0140.

ROADSHOW COMES TO HAVANT
From Country Parks to buses, occupational therapy

to mobile libraries – there are many services out there,
which we all use, but it can be confusing to know who
provides what and where to get more information – Hence
the Roadshow.
The Roadshow is specifically aimed at older residents
who have any queries about the services in the area.
There will be lots of information available, plus ideas on
how to stay healthy and active.
The Roadshow takes place on 11th April 2006 at the
Meridian Centre, Havant 10am to 4pm.
For any enquiries about this event, please call the
Hampshire County Council Information Centre on Tel:
0800 028 0888. A free energy-saving light bulb will be
available for every visitor.

Waterlooville South Community Board - Members of
public and residents are welcome to AGM on Thursday
27th April at Deverell Hall, London Road, Purbrook.
AGM. Contact Cllr Moss Tel: 9235 3921 and/or Pam
Cooper Tel: 9235 3941 for more information.

Bedhampton Social Hall - is holding a Bazaar on
Saturday, 8th April from 10.30am to 4pm. Stalls will include
cakes, bric-a-brac, children’s tombola, etc. Excellent raffle
prizes, tickets available on the day.

Refreshments will be available throughout the day. If
anyone would like to book a table, please contact Val
Hartridge on Tel: 9259 3124. Charities £5 (Please quote
Charity No.),others £10.

HAVANT & DISTRICT CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAUX

Are you the person we’re looking for?

Are you dynamic with the ability to inspire and lead?

Do you have strategic skills or a management
background?

If the answer to either question is YES then you are the
one we are looking for to take a lead role in the future of
our forward thinking organisation by becoming a Trustee
Board Member.
For further information or an informal chat please contact
either our District Manager on Tel: 9271 7717, or our
Community Involvement Officer on Tel: 9249 9247 Mon -
Fri.

GIRLS!!!
Are you interested in playing football?

Join Cowplain Youth F.C’s under 12s Girls’ Team
Contact John (Coach) on Tel: 9257 1286.

Big Band Sound of Denmead Brass in concert featuring
special guest star Gordon Campbell lead trombonist of the
BBC Big Band Sunday 14th May 2006 at Horndean
Technology College Barton’s Cross (off Catherington Lane)
Horndean 6.30pm for 7pm start. Ticket prices Adult £6,
Concessions £5, children £3 and family ticket [2adult +
2child] £15 available from Linda Groves – Tel: 9223 3584
and Alf Bulley Tel: 9269 2288.
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WATERLOOVILLE AND DISTRICT
RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

(Covering the Wards of Cowplain, Stakes, Waterlooville
and Hart Plain including part of Lovedean)
Affiliated to the Hants. Fed. of Residents’ Associations
President: Mr. D. Foyle I.S.M., Tel: 9225 7467
Vice President: Mrs. J. Rea, Tel: 9225 8261
Vice Chairman: Mr. D. Pink, Tel: 9224 0653.
Hon. Treasurer: Mr. N. Chedzey, 103 Sutton Road,
Cowplain, Waterlooville, PO8 8PT, Tel: 9242 6575
Hon. Secretary & Minutes Secretary: Miss Kim
Readman
Distribution Manager: Mrs Walker, Tel: 9225 7305

ADVERTISING AND MAGAZINE ARTICLES
There is no advertising space currently available.
For other enquiries, comments or to submit articles contact
the Business Manager/Magazine Compiler at 11 Ruskin
Way, Waterlooville, PO8 8JX
or email business@theratepayer.org.uk.

NEXT BLOOD DONATION SESSIONS
Tuesday 4th April and 9th May, 1.30pm to 3.25pm and
4.30pm to 7.15pm at WACA (Behind ASDA).
Tuesday 25th April, 1.30pm to 3.25pm and 4.30pm to
7.15pm at St Wilfrid's Church Hall, Padnell Road, Cowplain.

National Blood Service Website - www.blood.co.uk

USEFUL INFORMATION
Waterlooville Police Station: Swiss Road Waterlooville,
Hants. PO7 7FX. Tel: 999 in emergencies or 0845 045
4545 for non-emergency calls, giving your details, your
address or location, and the information or assistance you
require. The switchboard should then put you through to
the relevant department to assist you. Most incidents will be
attended by an officer from one of the shifts, with the
community beat officer concentrating on long term
problems. You can also leave information-only messages,
dealt with in strict confidence, on the Crimestoppers Tel:
0800 555 111.
Registrar of Births and Deaths: “Fernglen” Town Hall
Road, Havant. Tel: 9248 2533. Hours: Mon - Fri 9am - 1pm.
Mon and Tue 2pm - 3.30pm.
Citizens’ Advice Bureau, Swiss Cottage, 9 St. Georges
Walk (Hambledon Road) Waterlooville. Tel: 9271 7700
(Answer phone out of hours). Hours: Mon, Wed, Thu and
Fri 10am – 3pm.  Telephone advice available 1pm to 3pm
on Wed and 10am to 3pm on Thu on Tel: 08701 264 858.
Age Concern Day Centre
Cowplain: Borrow Day Centre, London Road. Tel: 9226
6423.
Disabled Information and Advice Line (DIAL) Tel: 9282
4853 (answer phone when closed).
Good Neighbours Schemes: Cowplain Tel: 9225 4090.
Waterlooville Tel: 9226 6005. (Help line 9am - 6 pm. Mon
to Fri. For assistance with collecting prescriptions, lifts,
small odd jobs and errands.)
Community Centres and Halls:
Westbrook Hall (No telephone), Wecock Tel: 9225 8423,
Waterlooville Tel: 9225 6823, Cowplain Tel: 9226 7029,
Merchistoun Hall Tel: 9259 7114, Lovedean Village
Hall Tel: 9259 6636. Deverell Hall Purbrook Tel: 9243
0217.
Havant and District MENCAP, Anders House, Milton
Road. Available for hire. Tel: 9225 7636.
Street Lighting Defects These should be reported on
Tel: 0800 50 60 60 quoting the number on the lamp post.

LIBRARY SERVICES IN OUR AREA
County Library, The Precinct, Waterlooville:
Mon/Tue 9.30am – 5pm; Wed 9.30am – 1pm;
Thu 9.30am – 7pm; Fri  9am – 7pm; Sat 9.30am – 5pm.
Tel: 9225 4626/7.
Storytimes for Under 5’s 2pm – 2.30pm every Thu at
Waterlooville Library.

MOBILE SERVICE 1: (Contact Tel: 9225 4626)
• Car park next to The Good Shepherd Church,
Crookhorn: Thu 9am to 12.15pm.
• Crows Nest Car Park, Hazleton Way: Thu 4pm to
7pm.

MOBILE SERVICE 2: (Contact Tel: 9248 4519)
• Purbrook Car Park: Alternate Tue commencing 1st
November, 11.15am to 12 noon.
• Hulbert Road School: Alternate Tue commencing 8th
November, 2.15pm to 3.15pm.
• Woodlands Primary School: Alternate Thu
commencing 3rd November, 1.35pm to 2.35pm.
• Eagle Avenue (Corner of Milton Road): Alternate Thu
commencing 3rd November, 3pm to 4pm.
• Hart Plain House: Alternate Thu commencing 3rd
November, 4.10pm to 4.45pm.
• Herriott House, Padnell Road: Alternate Thu
commencing 10th November, 9am to 9.45am.
• Falcon Car Park, Hambledon Road: Alternate Thu
commencing 10th November, 1.40pm to 2.50pm.

Note: All mobile library users can call into mobiles
when they stop at Sheltered Housing etc.

USEFUL INFORMATION
Friends of Wecock Wood - meet 1st Tue at Wecock
Community Centre from 10am - 12 noon.

Waterlooville Bowling Club - New members needed.
Please contact Mr Colin Lowe for further information.Tel:
9243 0140

Westbrook Play Area Action Group - If you would like
to support this group, trying to raise funds for a play
area at Westbrook, contact Mrs Hartridge Tel: 9259
3124.

Havant Volunteer Bureau - hold outreach sessions at
WACA   on 2nd and 4th Tuesdays each month, between
10am and 12 noon.

BINGO at St Georges Hall, Waterlooville, every Tuesday
2pm to 4pm. All welcome.

Stakes South Community Project - details from Charlie
Wilson - 72 Cunningham Road (Chairman) or Jim
Harrison (Sec) Tel: 9223 2897.

Bon-Amis - Singles Social Club (25-60) - meet Tue
evenings at Cowplain Activity Centre. Make new friends,
varied social and leisure activities. Details from Chrissy
Tel: 9278 1902 or Steve 9278 9380.

Waterlooville Folk Dance Group - meet Mon 8pm -10pm
at W.A.C.A. Tel: 9261 1238.

Waterlooville and Cowplain Allotments and Gardens
Association – Shop at Forest End Garage Site open 10am
– 12 noon Saturdays and Sundays for sale of seeds,
compost, etc. Tel: 9259 6361 for information.

Crown Short Mat Bowling Club – meet and play every
Monday evening between 7pm and 10.30pm in Deverell
Hall, Purbrook. New members welcomed. Tel: 9224 0387
or 9269 0069 for more details.
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You refer to a ‘Downgrade’ of Waterlooville and I
respond by saying that we do not regard this as a
‘downgrade’. Due to a successful campaign to reduce
emergency calls in the area, we are in a position to revert
the station to its original crewing status, leaving in-situ exactly
the same number of fire engines.
What we have found, during the recent consultation period,
is that the local community has not always fully understood
the crewing arrangements at the station. A little over five
years ago, due to an increasing level of calls being dealt
with by the station, we decided to alter its crewing status to
a ‘nucleus crewing’ system. This placed a small number of
whole-time fire fighters at what previously had been a totally
retained (part-time) crewed station. Their primary role was
to work in the community and with local authorities to drive
down the number of calls by means of safety education
and fire prevention activities.
 It is important to understand that this small number of whole-
time fire fighters were only on the station from 0900 until
1800 hours Monday to Friday and were sufficient to crew
only one of the fire engines on the station. The existing
retained personnel would be called on to crew the second
vehicle during the Monday to Friday daytime period and to
crew the fire engines for all other times. Therefore the
retained personnel were serving the population served by
the station only, every night of the week and all day Saturday
and Sunday.
Our proposal allows us to re-deploy whole-time members
of the Service to locations where we can utilise them to
continue to drive down emergency calls elsewhere in the
county. We will, in the first instance, be leaving two whole-
time fire fighters on the station for the weekday period, but
although they may occasionally assist with crewing the fire
engines, their primary role will be to continue in the
community working to reduce emergency calls. In due
course, we plan to pilot a Community Fire Warden scheme
operating at the station to replace these fire fighters.

Contrary to some reports and statements made by those
who have chosen not to uncover the facts of the case, there
will be no job losses.
Turning to the specific issues contained in your letter, I would
wish to assure you that before any changes are made in
respect of a location of a fire station and how it should be
crewed, we take all factors into account. Consideration of
future building development in the area and road
infrastructure is both high on the list.
In addition to being able to plot and evaluate responses to
actual calls over many years, we are able to utilise accredited
computer simulation systems. We perform ‘blue light’ runs
using a fire engine to simulate an emergency response at
different times of the day to chosen addresses throughout
a given area. All this data is then matched and analysed.
Members of the public often comment to us about traffic
problems. What we each see and experience in our private
vehicles does not directly reflect the reality of emergency
vehicles making progress along a seemingly blocked stretch
of road. Again, searching back through the evidence of
actual calls at a whole variety of times on different days of
the week, we can demonstrate that we are able to progress
through heavy traffic and meet our attendance time targets.
Emergency vehicle drivers are of course specifically trained,
able to use warning devices and are able to take a driving
line that in law a private motorist would be prohibited from
taking. Again, in this respect our plans are not affected by
any fear of us not being able to progress through busy
traffic. Our crews of course already deal with any traffic
issues and this includes periods when the response is by
our retained personnel at the station.
With regard to your reference to future plans to amalgamate
Waterlooville and Havant fire stations, this is certainly a topic
that has been discussed, but at this time there are not active
proposals. If it were to occur there would be full public
consultation. Any station would of course be crewed by
whole-time personnel and we would be required to site it at
a location that would allow us to meet our performance
targets throughout its allocated response area.

COUNCILLOR CARTWRIGHT’S REPLY:

In David Pink’s article, in last month’s magazine, he
mentioned some of the areas where the Association is active.
The following feature illustrates another of the many subjects
we are taking an interest in:

WATERLOOVILLE FIRE STATION
The following is the précis of a letter sent to Councillor Michael
Cartwright, Chairman of the Hampshire Fire and Rescue
Services, about the proposal to downgrade Waterlooville
Fire Station and to amalgamate with Havant in the future.
Councillor Cartwright’s abridged reply then follows:
At a recent WDRA meeting, residents expressed their
concerns that this proposal was detrimental to our area,
given that:

In recent years, your authority decided to make
Waterlooville a full-time retained station.
There was a decision to build 3,000 homes west of
Waterlooville in the near future.

The members felt that a downgrade was not appropriate at
this time or in the future and that whenever a problem occurs
on the Eastern Road into Portsmouth, or on the M27
southbound, gridlock occurs quickly on all roads around
Waterlooville and Havant.
 For example, in December, travelling by coach from
Waterlooville to Havant Bus Station, the journey took
approximately 45 minutes. Every turning the driver
attempted to shortcut was blocked. Early in February, a
resident travelling by bus to QA Hospital, left Cowplain at
7.45am and arrived at 9.00am. It took fifteen minutes to
travel through Purbrook Village and every side road had
traffic jams. Both incidents were caused by accidents on
the motorway.
Maybe, before your members take far reaching decisions
which could affect our area, they should be informed of
the consequences their actions will cause at times when
adverse road conditions could prevent the timely arrival of
appliances if Waterlooville and Havant were to amalgamate.

ASSOCIATION NEWS
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