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MIKE ATTRIDGE
'BRICKWORK'

Free estimates with no obligation
Horndean-Lovedean-Cowplain

Clanfield-Waterlooville
Tel: (023)92  232280

DECORATIVE GARDEN WALLS,
PATIOS AND ALL OTHER

BRICKWORK UNDERTAKEN

Havant Youth Sail Training Scheme (HYSTS) is a
Charitable Organisation whose vision is to develop both the
personal and team skills of its members by providing
“challenging sailing, open to all, irrespective of income, ability
or gender”.
Dave Loader founded HYSTS in the mid 1970’s when he
realised the benefits that sailing could bring to young people
- a vision he shared with Sir Alec Rose. He got backing from
Colt International, IBM and the RYA seamanship fund. Sir
Alec Rose became its first President.
Today, the scheme is monitored and supported by
Hampshire County Council (HCC) Outdoor Education and
by the Royal Yachting Association (RYA). They remain true
to Dave and Sir Alec’s vision with the focus on learning in a
safe and fun environment. Young people are encouraged
to progress through all the levels of sailing at their own
pace.
Sailing is undertaken in a variety of boats, suitable for all
ages and abilities. These include Toppers designed for single
occupancy, new RS Feva’s which can be either single or
double occupancy and Wayfarers which can take up to
four people. Most sailing sessions are undertaken within the
sheltered and picturesque waters of Chichester Harbour,
between two ‘Areas of Outstanding Beauty’ with the
backdrop of Langstone Mill.
An RYA Senior Instructor supervises all sessions with a
minimum of two powered rescue craft on the water. All
powerboats, including a new rib, are fully equipped and
carry all safety equipment. They have two-man crews
holding all necessary RYA and HCC qualifications. Everyone
likely to come into contact with the children are fully CRB
checked and all HCC outdoors activity guidelines are
stringently adhered to.
 The members are the most important part of a scheme
such as HYSTS. If you, or someone you know, would like to
be involved then please make contact with either: Chris
Witt,  07976368486 - crwitt1@hotmail.com or Alex Ford 
07824517400 - hysts.principal@hotmail.co.uk. You must be
aged 11 or over, able to sail on Saturdays or Sundays - with
no minimum commitment, and, above all, be willing to have
fun and get wet. Alternatively, you could help with the
running and/or the management of the scheme.

Takes place from 7th to 14th June at St. George’s
Church in conjunction the Waterlooville Business
Association.  There will be bands at each of the
precinct areas in the Waterlooville Town Centre on
7th June from 11am to 2.30pm.
Already booked are: Havant Light Opera, “Play It
Again Sam Band”, Oaklands School, Blendworth
Band, Irish Band, Highbury Jazz Band, Jive Group
from WACCA., Baptist Church, Samba Band.
If you can assist with sponsorship, wish to take part or
want to help, please contact Rosemary Wilson  9225
2123 or Penny Moss  9235 3921.

NEXT WDRA MEETING
 THURSDAY 1ST MAY

WATERLOOVILLE ACTIVITY CENTRE
7.30PM

AGED 11 OR OVER
AND WANT TO SAIL?

Inside...
Christ Church, Portsdown - Page 4
St George and the dragon - Page 13

WATERLOOVILLE
MUSIC FESTIVAL
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This story centres around one of the most well known
natural vistas in the vicinity – Portsdown Hill, which needs
no introduction, a local church building and a remarkable
man, J.C. Harrison.
Portsdown Hill, used as a navigational aid with the chalk
visible at a distance, provides a welcome sight to the sailor
as he enters Portsmouth Harbour after a long journey.
The collection of forts spread along its crest was built as
part of a chain stretching from Gravesend to Tenby in
Wales, in order to defend the historic Dockyards and other
important areas. These were known collectively as
Palmerston’s Follies and need no introduction.
To the horse rider, pedestrian, motorist or early tram
passenger, the George Inn at the summit and along the A3
has for many years provided liquid sustenance to the
traveller whilst the parish church of Christ Church Portsdown
has provided the spiritual needs to large number of people
since it was built around 120 years ago.
I am grateful to Mrs M Morris, Max Fletcher and Andrew
Perrin without whose help this story would not have been
possible.

PART 1 – A MAN OF MANY TALENTS
During the mid 1800’s, large families were the norm and
education was very basic. Anyone wishing to better himself
and get on in the world had to pay for the extra education
this required. John Charles Harrison was one of those men
whose hard work paid off.
Nobody living in today’s world should underestimate the
self-determination required. Privacy would have been at a
premium, for the houses of the day were small and room
sharing was normal. A good ability to study and absorb
information under such circumstances would have been
essential.
This was the background to the man who throughout his
life kept a diary, written in Pitman’s Shorthand and
interspersed with an earlier style of shorthand called
phonetic writing.
His diary, as with his other written work, was always
executed with a quill pen in a most beautiful script, and
although it cannot be confirmed – Pitman’s lost all their
records in the bombing of their head Offices – the diary is
thought to be the oldest surviving example of early Pitman’s.
In later years, having qualified in the building trade, his
skills were used during the construction of Christ Church
when he was employed as Clerk of Works to the company
contracted to build it. I shall return to John Charles Harrison
elsewhere in this story.

PART 2 – A DREAM BECOMES REALITY
For some time it occurred to J Deverell Esq. who lived at
Purbrook Park in the 1800’s, that he should erect and
endow a church to serve the troops stationed in the
aforementioned forts. Although typical of his benevolent
nature various permissions were still needed to enable things
to get under way.
He contacted The War Department and the Lord Bishop
of Winchester, under whose jurisdiction the newly formed
parish would operate and got their permission plus an
annual endowment of £150 to build the church, subject to
it not being provided entirely for the troops. Queen Victoria
gave royal assent in Council on 17th August 1870.
The parish, or district boundaries that the church was to
serve, included the War Department forts, Purbrook Park
and the Old Industrial School in Stakes Road. The formal
boundaries were promulgated in the London Gazette. They
were written in the formal style and measurements of the
day and can be retraced today, subject to having a good
map and much patience. With all hurdles overcome, the
dream of a church soon become a reality.
This story will be continued next month.

CHRIST CHURCH PORTSDOWN BY DAVID PINK

The Waterlooville & District Garden Club –
meet at the Age Concern Hall, Padnell Road,
on the first and third Monday every month
(except Bank holidays) at 8pm. New members
will be made most welcome. For further details,
telephone Mike Adams on  9225 1491.

Community Childcare Centres - quality day
nursery and after-school care for children
aged from 6 months to 14 years, contact 
9225 8557 for more info.

Christ Church Portsdown

‘WATERLOOVILLE BOWLING CLUB
WATERLOOVILLE RECREATION GROUND

Free Introduction Sessions; Free Instruction; One Year’s half price
Membership for new bowlers.
The club runs 5 men’s teams (2 afternoon, 3 evening), 3 lady’s teams (2
afternoon, 1 evening) and 1 mixed team. Many friendly mixed fixtures,
and facilities for members who just want to take some gentle exercise.
The club were winners in their category in the Havant Borough in Bloom
Competition.
If you think you may be interested in bowling (or gardening) ring Colin
Lowe  9243 0140 to arrange an introduction session or just turn up at
10.30am on Wednesday mornings from 9th April. No special clothing
required, except trainer type shoes.

www.theratepayer.co.uk
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Old photos and news cuttings - I am always willing to give
a good home to any of these and can promise they will be
well looked after.   9224 0653.
RE-ACTION (Tools for Self Reliance) - If you have any tools
suitable for refurbishment, or scrap lead, copper or brass
to help raise money to  dispatch the tools abroad, please
contact Bob Ginger  9226 8762.
St George's Church Hall, Waterlooville, holds Coffee
Mornings every Wednesday and Friday from 10am to 12
noon in St George's Hall. All proceeds to charity. Also a
Market every Thursday from 9.30am to 11.30am. Home
made cakes, produce, cards, crafts, eggs, plants, etc.
Refreshments also available.
Gospel Hall, Mill Road, Waterlooville, holds Coffee
Mornings each Friday, from 10am to 12 noon. Tea, coffee
and homemade cakes.
Waterlooville Town Market - each Friday in the Precinct.
Age Concern, Cowplain hold Coffee Mornings on Friday
4th Apr and 2nd May, from 10am to 11.30am at the Borrow
Day Centre, London Road, Cowplain (Opposite Co-op).
Raffles, etc. All welcome. Tel: 9226 6423 for details.
Ark Angels are holding Table-Top Sales with refreshments
on Saturday 5th April and 3rd May, at St George's Hall,
Waterlooville, from 10.30am to 3.30pm and on Saturday
19th April at Lovedean Village Hall, from 1.30pm to 3.30pm.
All proceeds to support Stubbington Ark Animal Shelter. 
9278 7233 for more details.
SNAP (Say No And Phone) Disco - will take place on
Saturday 26th Apil from 7pm to 11pm at Havant Leisure
Centre. These events enable 11-17year olds to enjoy a good
night out in a drug/alcohol free environment. Buy your tickets
beforehand from either Havant or Waterlooville Leisure
Centres, as entry is by ticket.  9247 6026 for info.  Supported
by Neighbourhood Watch and Local Police.
Waterlooville and District Philatelic Society meet on Thu
17th April at Westbrook Hall, from 7.30pm to 9.30pm.
Subject: AGM and 1-Sheet competition.
Waterlooville Community Board Meetings - 'South
Meeting' on last Wednesday of month at 6.30pm. 'North
Meeting' on the first Monday of each month at 6.30pm.
Open to public. For details of venues  9244 6416.
Lovedean Village Hall will be holding a Car Boot and
Jumble Sale on Sunday 27th April from 2pm. Details from

 9259 3904 or  9259 6636.

EDITORIAL NOTICES

Out Of Focus - A group for the visually impaired, meet at
the Bear Hotel, East Street, Havant, on the 2nd Tuesday of
each month from 7.30pm.  01329 512 447.

Encountered a pothole? You can report a pothole or other
problem on Hampshire’s roads by ‘phoning  0845 603
5633 or Email roads@hants.gov.uk. HCC’s Contact Centre
is open from 8am until 8pm, Mon to Fri and Saturday from
10am to 4pm.

YOUR CHILDREN’S CENTRE
I would like to let you know of the new provision for

Horndean, Clanfield and Finchdean. At the moment there
is myself – the Coordinator of Services and Janet Cox the
Family Support Outreach Worker. We are here to let families
know about the services currently offered in the area and
to develop services which families request for the area.
Janet is available to visit families in their homes and help
them in a way which suits them.
We are currently based at Horndean Technology College
and Links Children’s Centre, Wecock, and are looking
forward to delivering services out in community facilities in
the very near future. We are also looking forward to being
permanently based in the campus of Horndean Technology
College using multi-purpose rooms where we can further
develop services in collaboration with everyone in the
community.
If you would like to tell us what you would like in the area or
just want to find out more feel free to contact me on 
079501 45330 or Janet on  079843 94580 or  9224 7370
at Links Children’s centre.

Look forward to working with you soon.
Jodie Bond

PURBROOK HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
The Purbrook Horticultural Society began life in 1940 as

the Purbrook and Widley Allotments and Gardens
Association. In an effort to encourage self-sufficiency
Associations like ours were set up to provide help and
advice to everyone growing food at home and on many
newly created allotments. This was not only a new hobby
for many - it was a patriotic duty.
The Society continued after the War and in 1950 had 175
members. Membership continued to rise to a peak of 739
in 1980. The name was changed to the “Purbrook
Horticultural Society “in 1977.
Today we are still a thriving organization with over 500
members. If you have any interest in gardening matters I
hope there is something in the following activities to tempt
you to learn more.
We have a trading store operated by friendly volunteers on
a Saturday morning throughout the year where you can
drop in for a chat or purchase plants, tools, and gardening
material.
Once a month we have presentations or talks for your
pleasure by experts in various fields mainly on the theme of
Horticulture or related subjects.
Coach trips are arranged in the summer months to get out
and about with fellow members to gardening shows and
other interesting places.
Spring and summer shows are organized to help you exhibit
your efforts, however humble, in gardening, art and
handicrafts. There are opportunities to compete for trophies
and money prizes at these events.
For more information please contact our Chairman - Richard
on  9278 6137.

The  Royal Hospital School Association hold monthly
meetings on the first Thursday of each month (except August)
at Waterlooville R.N.A. Starting at 7.45pm. Contact Mr Andy
Pope (Secretary) on  9275 5397 for details.

Keep Fit For Ladies - Come and join a friendly group.
Lovedean Village Hall, Wednesdays at 1.45pm. For further
information  9259 3383.

Cowplain Short Mat Bowls - Enjoy a non-competitive game
of short mat bowls in friendly company and take pleasure
from a chat and a laugh. Beginners are particularly welcome.
There are more ladies than men – mostly retired. If you are
interested please ‘phone  9225 6524 for details.

New members sought for a social club held in the
Community Centre, Waterlooville. (Next to ASDA) Held
on the 1st and 3rd Friday at 1.30 pm. each month; it is a
very friendly club, with speakers and musicians to enter-
tain. Tea and biscuits served at each meeting.  Come and
enjoy friendly company. Call  9259 4250 for details.
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WATERLOOVILLE AND DISTRICT
RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

(Covering the Wards of Cowplain, Stakes, Waterlooville
and Hart Plain including part of Lovedean)
President: D. Foyle I.S.M.,  9225 7467
Vice President: F Rozzell,  9259 3198
Chairman: Mr. D. Pink, 74 Cherry Tree Avenue,
Cowplain, Hants. PO8 8AP.  9224 0653.
Vice Chairman: Mrs. J. Rea,  9225 8261
Hon. Treasurer: Mr. N. Chedzey, 103 Sutton Road,
Cowplain, Waterlooville, PO8 8PT,  9242 6575
Hon. Secretary & Minutes Secretary:
Hazel Matthews,  9226 8780
Distribution Manager: Mrs Walker,  9225 7305

ADVERTISING AND MAGAZINE ARTICLES
At present there is no advertising space available. For
general enquiries, comments, and corrections or to
submit an article please contact the Business Manag-
er/Magazine Compiler at 11 Ruskin Way, Waterlooville,
PO8 8JX or email: business@theratepayer.co.uk.

NEXT BLOOD DONATION SESSIONS
Tuesday 1st April and 6th May, 1.30pm to 3.25pm and
4.30pm to 7.15pm at Waterlooville  Community Centre
(Behind ASDA).
Thursday 10th April, 1.30pm to 3.25pm and 4.30pm to
7.15pm at St Wilfrid's Church Hall, Cowplain
National Blood Service Website -  www.blood.co.uk

You can pre book appointments via  0845 7 711 711.

USEFUL INFORMATION
Waterlooville Police Station: Swiss Road, Waterlooville,
Hants. PO7 7FX.  999 in emergencies, 101 for non-
emergency calls or leave information-only messages,
in strict confidence, on  Crimestoppers  0800 555 111.
Registrar of Births and Deaths: “Fernglen” Town Hall
Road, Havant.  9248 2533. Hours: Mon - Fri 9am - 1pm.
Mon and Tue 2pm - 3.30pm.
Citizens’ Advice Bureau, Swiss Cottage, 9 St. Georges
Walk (Hambledon Road) Waterlooville.  9271 7699.
Drop-in sessions Wed, Thu and Fri, 9.30am to 2pm.
Telephone advice line, open 1pm to 3pm, Wed and Thu

 0870 126 4858. Online Advice Guide:
www.adviceguide.org.uk
Disabled Information and Advice Line (DIAL)  9282
4853 (answer phone when closed).
Good Neighbours Schemes: Cowplain  9225 4090.
Waterlooville  9226 6005. (Help line 9am - 6 pm. Mon to
Fri. For assistance with collecting prescriptions, lifts, small
odd jobs and errands.)
Community Centres and Halls:

Westbrook Hall (No telephone)
The Acorn Centre, Wecock  9225 8423
Waterlooville  9225 6823
Cowplain  9226 7029
Merchistoun Hall  9259 7114
Lovedean Village Hall  9259 3904
Deverell Hall Purbrook  9243 0217
Havant and District MENCAP, Anders House, Milton
Road. Available for hire.  9225 7636
Springwood Community Blding  9223 0330

Help in Bereavement - Trained visitors to stand by you
when you need a friend.  9266 8884.
Street Lighting Defects - Report on  0845 603 5638 or
street.lighting@hants.gov.uk. Quote the lamp post no.

EDUCATION AND YOUTH SERVICES
Area Education Officer (Area 3), Havant Local Education
Office, River Way, Havant,  9249 8200.
PRE-SCHOOL
Early Years Education and Family Services
For further information please contact reception staff at
Mill Hill Early Years Centre, Mill Road.  9224 0077.
Cowplain Community Pre-School, Hart Plain Avenue,
Waterlooville, PO8 8RY  9226 1822.
INFANT, PRIMARY AND JUNIOR SCHOOLS
Hart Plain Infant School, Hart Plain Ave.  9226 2511
Hart Plain Junior School, Hart Plain Ave  9226 3200
Horndean C.E. (Cont.) Junior School, Five Heads
Road.  9259 2236.
Horndean Infant School, Merchistoun Road.  9259
3453
Hulbert Junior School, Springwood Avenue.  9225
8011
Meadowlands Infant School, 35 Woodcroft Lane,
Lovedean.  9259 3939
Meadowlands Junior School, 37 Woodcroft Lane. 
9259 1616
Padnell Infant School, Padnell Avenue.  9226 3784
Padnell Junior School, Padnell Road.  9225 2752
Purbrook Infant School, Aldermoor Road East,
Purbrook.  9261 0761
Purbrook Junior School, Address as above.  9225
4577
Queens Inclosure Primary School, Corneilius Drive,
Cowplain.  9226 8067
St. Peter’s Catholic Primary School, Stakes Hill Rd,
Waterlooville.  9226 2599
Stakes Hill Infant School, Springwood Avenue. Tel:
9226 2078
Waite End Primary School, Mill Road. Tel: 9225 6955
SECONDARY SCHOOLS AND POST 16 COLLEGES
* Cowplain Community School, Hart Plain Avenue. 
9261 2020.
The Crookhorn Community School, Stakes Hill Rd. 
9225 1120.
Horndean Technical College, Barton Cross,
Horndean.  9259 4325.
† Oaklands R.C. School, Stakes Hill Rd.  9225 9214.
Purbrook Park, Park Avenue, Purbrook.  9237 0351
Havant College, New Road, Havant.  9248 3856.
The Southdowns College, College Road, Havant. 
9279 7979.
ADULT AND CONTINUING EDUCATION
All enquiries Tel: 9279 7988.
SPECIAL SCHOOLS
Sunridge Unit, Silvester Road, Cowplain.  9226 1234.
Havant Education Support Centre (PRU), Hart Plain
Avenue, Cowplain.  9226 5386.
Waterloo Special School, Warfield Avenue,
Waterlooville.  9225 5956.
Rachel Madocks School, Eagle Avenue, Cowplain. 
9224 1818.
Woodlands Education Centre, 18 Hemlock Road,
Cowplain.  9226 5042.
YOUTH PROVISION AND COUNSELLING
T.A.S.K. After School Club is open to anyone in the
Waterlooville/Cowplain Area.  9249 8377 for details.
Cowplain Youth Centre, Cowplain School, Hart Plain
Avenue, Cowplain.  9223 1042.
Off The Record, Youth Counselling and Advice.  9247
4724.
KUMON MATHS AND ENGLISH
An after school club takes place on Tuesdays and
Fridays, 3.30pm to 5.30pm at Waterlooville Community
Centre.  01730 231287 for details.

* Main Stream Schools with special provision.
† Schools with Post 16 provision.
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The Irish, Scots and Welsh all celebrate their Patron
Saints on the chosen day but we, the English, barely let
our upper lip quiver on April 23rd Saint George’s Day. Last
year the media got themselves quite excited about an extra
Bank Holiday with some suggesting that Saint George’s
Day would be a good place to start. And although the idea
was discussed at length the Government never rose to the
occasion and subsequently nothing came of the suggestion.
So who was this person Saint George?
Well before we answer that question what we must
remember is that a lot of the detail surrounding some
historic figures are fact, fable, or a combination of both
further complicated by mystery. Saint George’s story is
one of these.
For a start, Saint George was not English. He was born in
Cappadocia a region of central Turkey, of Christian parents
and lived in the 3rd/4th centuries AD.  When his father died
George’s mother returned to her native Palestine, taking
her son with her.

Although a Christian, George became a Roman solider,
attaining the rank of a Tribune, a High Level rank and one
he would have been appointed to by either the Emperor
or the Senate.
At the beginning of the 4th century, Emperor Diocletian
started a movement against Christians. It is believed that
George objected to this harassment and resigned from
the Roman Army and tore up the Emperor’s edict of
persecution against the Christians. Infuriated, the Emperor
ordered George’s arrest; he was imprisoned, tortured and
because he would not renounce his faith he was beheaded
in the Palestine town of Lydda.
Obviously a popular fellow, in addition to being the patron
saint of soldiers, archers, cavalry, farmers and field workers,
riders and saddlers, Saint George is also the patron saint
of 8 other countries and 4 cities. In recent years he has
been adopted as patron saint of the Scouting movement.
During the telling of the story of George slaying the dragon
and rescuing a damsel in distress he was reputed to be
wearing a white tunic with a red cross – the symbol of
Christ’s knight and of martyrdom. The red cross on a white
background was first seen as a banner in English battle
lines from 1277 and over the succeeding centuries was
found emblazoned on soldier’s jackets and coats, and
increasingly flown as the flag of England.
It is thought that Saint George was adopted in England
because of a similar story told in an Anglo-Saxon legend.
In 1222 the Council of Oxford named 23rd April Saint
George’s Day and in the 14th century he became the
patron saint of England. Despite the absence of any
discernible historical connection between him and England,
George is popularly identified with England and English
ideals of honour, bravery and gallantry.
Main references: www.icons.org.uk, www.bbc.co.uk/
religion, www.uk.encarta.msn.com Publications: Chronicle
of the World & The Knights Templar.

       Geoff Lynch

23rd APRIL - SAINT GEORGE’S DAY

‘LOCAL HISTORY ROOTS – FIND OUT’
AT ST. WILFRID’S

Did you know that there was once a brickyard in Silvester
road and another on the original site of Linda Grove?
Did you know that there was an 11th Century chapel
dedicated to St. Leonard at Plant near Purbrook?
Did you know that Horndean was THE picnic site for travellers
on the light railway?
Or that there was an aircraft component factory in Longwood
in the 1940’s?
Or that one of the earliest flying machines landed at
Dunsbury Hill Farm?
Visit our exhibition on Saturday 5th April from noon and
Sunday 6th between 11am and 4pm. Enjoy Mr. Geoff Salters
illustrated talk about the Portsdown and Horndean light
railway on the Saturday evening at 7.30pm. £4 to include
light refreshments.
Meet speaker and author Mr Terry Wheeler with his new
teenage novel ‘The Cowplain Prowler’.
If anyone has photographs or articles that might be of
included, contact Sonia and Jim Passingham   9225 4703
or email: sonpas@talktalk.net.

HORNDEAN HOPPERS PRE-SCHOOL CHARITY
Easter Fun Day - to be held on Thursday 10th April, at
Napier Hall, 2pm to 4pm. Fun for both children and adults
with tombolas, refreshments, craft activities, bouncy castle
and lots more. Entry 50p per child with adult.
Nearly New Sale at Lovedean Village Hall on Saturday
26th April 2008 from 2pm to 4pm. A sale of clothes, toys
and equipment for children aged 0 to 8 years. If you would
like to sell your goods please contact  9259 1263 from
9am to 12noon weekdays to receive a seller’s number and
information pack. Proceeds from events go to Horndean
Hoppers Pre-school Charity.

HORNDEAN BOOK FAIR

 Sunday 20th April - between 10am
and 4pm at Merchistoun Hall.
Thousands of second-hand books
from pocket-money paperbacks to the
scarce and collectable. Free admission and free parking.
Details from Nancy Hamilton  023 8078 1927 or email
neph1@hotmail.co.uk.


