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WALLS EXTENSIONS

It is with sadness that I have to inform you of the loss of
Linda, our respected and much revered Chairman who
passed away in December, following an illness borne with
great fortitude. Linda chaired her last meeting as recently
as last July.
I feel sure readers and members of the Association would
like to join the Committee and myself in sending sincere
condolences to Linda’s husband, Rich, and their devoted
family.
Linda’s family came from Norfolk, although she grew up in
Harrow before eventually moving to Waterlooville, where
she soon made her mark upon the local community with
interests in the Environment and Education.
As well as her active participation in our Association, she
was a member of Bosmere 100, served on the Parent
Teachers Association at Crookhorn School, became a School
Governor and was appointed a Special Needs Assistant at
Hulbert Junior School.
Linda first made herself known to our Association on 3rd
January 1985, when she brought to the notice of members
that the proposed South Africa Lodge development in Stakes
Hill Road was giving residents cause for concern. Evidently,
a line of spruce trees covered by TPO’s, were the subject
of a Planning Application to fell them. Linda had rallied
support from Residents' objections to the application and
sought the assistance of the Association. The following month,
February 7th, 1985, Linda spoke again; this time on
Education. The old Stakes Hill First School Easter intake
was expected to be too large and it was anticipated that the
pupils would be required to go out to play in shifts. Again,
Linda requested our support.
At our Annual General Meeting in March 1985, Linda was
elected to our Committee, followed at our AGM in March
1987 by being elected as our Vice-Chairman. In 1990, Linda
became Chairman when Len Palmer stood down. As Editor
of The Ratepayer, I asked her what I should insert under the
list of Officers for her entry into the magazine. She
immediately replied, “Chairman”, and was not impressed
by the then politically correct Chairlady or Chair.
Linda was an able administrator and undertook the exacting
role of Election Agent for the Resident (Ratepayer)
Association Candidate Colin Crosby who stood for the
Waterloo Ward in the 1990 Local Elections. She also
undertook the same role for former Independent Councillor
Molly O’Brien who stood as a Candidate for the Stakes
Ward on a number of occasions.
It was typical of Linda that when the Association and
Ratepayer were under threat from falling numbers, she
threw herself into trying to salvage it and save it from
extinction.

OBITUARY

LINDA MAY BOWDEN

Recently, she was invited by the former PAWES to advise
on its change from an action group to a Residents’
Association. Now known as PAWRA, Linda was able to guide
them through the change and their new Constitution; which
is modelled on our own. Their Secretary, Pam Cooper,
remembers Linda as a perfect lady who was of the utmost
assistance and who they were honoured to have still serving
upon their committee in an advisory capacity.
Each one of us will hold special memories of this caring and
kindly friend, and I count myself fortunate to have worked
alongside her. The caring side of her nature stood her in
good stead when she was needed to counsel the children
under her care during times of crisis, as well as the patience
needed in guiding those with special needs through the
school curriculum.
Whilst we remember a special friend and colleague, Linda’s
family will remember a Loving Wife, Mother and
Grandmother. Our thoughts and prayers are with them at
this difficult time as we acknowledge the debt the community
owes to Linda. She will be missed beyond measure.

David Pink Vice-Chairman
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STOPPING THE ROT

BOSMERE 100 SOCIETY
Bosmere 100 Society is a local conservation

and amenity society, formed in 1970, and is
affiliated to the Council for the Protection of Rural
England (CPRE). Its aim is to look after the area
we live and work in, and to try to improve it. We
do, after all, live in a great place, full of beauty and
history.
The Society's main aims are to:
Check planning applications to encourage good
ones and object to bad ones.
Fight against the loss of any countryside, especially
coastal, for example, the Society helped to save
Broadmarsh from development.
Promote all forms of Nature Conservation and
guard against pollution.
Take an interest in local history.
Preserve the best of the present and match it with
good development in the future.
Membership is £4 a year; with a newsletter eight
times a year and an annual speaker on a local
conservation topic.
To join the Society call Alan Irving (Chairman) on
Tel: 9248 2916 or Mrs Betty Marshall on Tel: 9248
4538.

Want to help the local community or put something
back? Then why not consider stepping into the vacant
post of Editor of The Ratepayer? The following illustrates
what the job entails:
The principal aim of the Ratepayer Magazine is to establish
a communicative link with residents in the wards of
Cowplain, Waterloo, Stakes and Lovedean giving useful
information about clubs, societies, agencies, local events
etc. It also serves as a medium for advertising for local
businesses in the area. It is not intended as a profit-making
venture and advertising charges are maintained with that
in mind. The magazine is also not a political medium.
The business side of the magazine is self-supporting
through selling advertising space administered by the
Business Manager.
The main tasks of the Editor are:

To obtain and write material for inclusion in the
Ratepayer magazine.
To deliver/transfer copy to the printer by the use of
PageMaker software, E-mail or CD.
To proof read before submitting final copy to the printer
by E-mail or CD.

The position attracts an honorarium of £500-00 per annum
paid half yearly in arrears. Expenses such as postage,
stationery, petrol and telephone will be met on production
of receipts and accurate records.
Interested? If this voluntary post is the sort of thing you
would like to do in your spare time or now that you have
retired then please contact the Business Manager, his
contact details are on Page 9.

Broadmarsh

HOPELineUK BORED?
Could anybody you know be thinking of ending it all?

Son, girlfriend, partner, friend, daughter, boyfriend,
patient, pupil or client. Whatever your involvement in the
life of a vulnerable young person, HOPELineUK is here to
help you to help them.
HOPELineUK is a telephone service providing support to
anyone concerned that a young person they know may
be at risk of suicide. Trained professionals can discuss
your needs in coping with someone who is feeling suicidal.
They will listen to you and give you the advice, information
and support you may need in order to approach and
respond to suicidal feelings.
The service can help:

Family: parents, siblings, partners, carers
grandparents.
Concerned friends: at work, in school, at college.
Medical Staff: GPs, Nurses, CPNs, A & E Staff.
Education Staff: teachers, lecturers, school nurses.
Others working with young people: police, ambulance.

The service takes referrals from other voluntary
organisations. Whatever your involvement in the life of a
vulnerable young person, HOPELineUK is ready to help
you to help them. Many suicides can be prevented. It is
not the inevitable outcome for a distressed young person
going through a difficult time.
You can speak to an adviser on weekday evenings and
during the weekends. A callback service is also operated
so if the line is busy or you need to call outside the opening
hours you can leave a message on the answer machine.
HOPELineUK can be contacted on Tel: 0870 170 4000 or
01978 367333. Website - papyrus-uk.org
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EDITORIAL NOTICES
Old Ratepayer magazines, photos and news cuttings
I am always willing to give a good home to any of these
and can promise they will be well looked after.  Tel: 9224
0653.
Age Concern Cowplain - will be holding Coffee
Mornings on Friday 3rd February and 3rd March from
10am to 11.45am at the Borrow Day Centre, Padnell
Road, Cowplain (Opposite Co-op). Stalls, raffles, etc.
SNAP (Say No And Phone) disco will take place on
Saturday 25th February from 7pm to 11pm at the
Havant Leisure Centre. These events enable 11 - 17 year
olds to enjoy a good night out in a drug and alcohol free
environment. Entry is by ticket, £4 in advance. Tel: 9247
6026 or visit Havant or Waterlooville Leisure Centres.
Supported by Neighbourhood Watch and the Local
Police.
Watelooville And District Philatelic Society will meet
on Friday 17th February, at the Westbrook Hall, Tempest
Avenue, from 7.30pm to 9.30pm. Subject: Competition
Night (8 sheets).
St George's Church, Waterlooville holds Coffee
Mornings every Wednesday and Friday from 10am to
12 noon in St George's Hall. All proceeds to charity.
Waterlooville Town Market - each Friday in the Precinct.
St. George's Market is held every Thursday from 9.30am
to 11.30am in St. George's Church Hall, Waterlooville.
Home made cakes, produce, cards, crafts, eggs, plants,
etc. Coffee and tea also available.
RE-ACTION (Tools for self-reliance) - If you have any tools
suitable for refurbishment then contact Bob Ginger Tel: 9226
8762.
Ark Angels are holding Table-Top Sales with refreshments
on Saturday 4th February at St George's Hall, Waterlooville
from 10.30am to 3.30pm and at Lovedean Village Hall on
Saturday 18th February from 1.30pm to 3.30pm. All
proceeds to support Stubbington Ark Animal Shelter. Tel:
9278 7233 for more details.
Southdown’s Ladies Harmony Chorus meet at All Saints
Church Hall, Catherington Lane, Horndean, every
Wednesday from 7.30pm to 10.30pm. New members
welcome. Tel: 9259 6312 for details.
THE RUSTLERS Western Dance Club (WDC) hold line-
dancing classes every Thursday at Cowplain Social Club
from 7.30 - 8.15pm for beginners and 8.15 - 10.30pm for
everyone. New members always welcome. For further
information contact Lyn or Alan on Tel: 9261 1198 or 9259
3842.
Horndean Hoppers Pre School - Nearly New Sale of
Children’s toys clothes and equipment, Saturday 4th
February, Lovedean Village Hall, 2pm to 4pm. Anyone
wishing to sell goods must contact Tel:9236 8258 for a seller’s
number and information pack.
Denmead Brass Band hold rehearsals on Tuesdays,
7.45pm to 9.45pm and Sundays,10.30am to 12.30pm.
Denmead Junior Brass Band hold rehearsals on Sundays,
9.15am to 10.15am. All at Denmead Community Centre,
School Lane, Denmead. Contact Linda Groves for
information Tel: 9223 3584 or e-mail
lindadgroves@hotmail.com.
Rowans Hospice  - Advance Notice - On Friday 10th
March  a Spring Lunch will take place at Highbury College.
Tel: 9238 5294 or 9273 3355 for tickets and details.
Cowplain Bowling Club – Membership open to ladies
and gentlemen, at all level of play, including those who wish
to start bowling. Please contact the Secretary on Tel: 9226
4844.

STAY SAFE FROM ROGUE TRADERS THIS WINTER
With winter upon us some residents can begin to feel

more vulnerable when they receive an unexpected knock
on the door.  Hampshire County Council Trading Standards
is working hard to make them feel safer by tackling rogue
traders.
Older people are particularly at risk of rogue traders who
knock at the door and offer to carry out immediate
maintenance or repair work. These individuals often carry
out poor quality work at a high price, and in many instances
it is work that is not even required.
Hampshire Trading Standards offers the following advice
to older residents on how to deal with cold callers:

Fit and use a door viewer. Before you open the
door, think: am I expecting anyone?
Put a chain on the door before you open the door
Ask for ID from the caller and check it carefully
If they are insistent tell them to return when you
have someone with you
If in doubt say no - you do not have to let anyone in

In the past year the Hampshire Trading Standards
‘Protecting Older People’ team has visited 100 older
peoples’ groups and clubs, giving talks explaining the
dangers of cold callers and how to overcome them.
Anyone wanting a visit from the team should e-mail
doorstep.crime@hants.gov.uk or Tel:  01962 869765. Also
on offer at these points of contact are ‘Safe and Sound’
advice books, door stickers and phone cards to enable
residents to check callers are genuine.
To help residents when they are faced with a rogue trader
on their doorstep, Hampshire Trading Standards have set
up a quick response team who will come out when the
person is still on the premises or likely to return. In the last
15 months this team has saved members of the public
over £117,000.
Rather than using a trader who comes to the door, residents
are advised to use a trader that comes recommended by
a friend, family member or trusted source such as the
Trading Standards approved trader scheme ‘Buy with
Confidence’. All members of ‘Buy with Confidence’ have
been independently checked by Trading Standards to
ensure they are trustworthy and comply with the law.
The ‘Buy with Confidence’ listing can be found at
www.buywithconfidence.info or Tel: 01962 869765. You
can also reach the quick response team on Tel: 08454 04
05 06.

IN MEMORY
Linda Bowden's funeral took place on

the 4th January. If desired, donations in
memory of Linda may be sent to the
Rowans Hospice, Purbrook.

The next Residents' Association meeting
includes the AGM. It takes place on
Thursday 2nd March at 7.30pm at Cowplain
Activity Centre

www.theratepayer.org.uk
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WATERLOOVILLE AND DISTRICT
RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

(Covering the Wards of Cowplain, Stakes, Waterlooville
and Hart Plain including part of Lovedean)
Affiliated to the Hants. Fed. of Residents’ Associations
President: Mr. D. Foyle I.S.M., Tel: 9225 7467
Vice President: Mrs. J. Rea, Tel: 9225 8261
Vice Chairman: Mr. D. Pink, Tel: 9224 0653.
Hon. Treasurer: Mr. N. Chedzey, 103 Sutton Road,
Cowplain, Waterlooville, PO8 8PT, Tel: 9242 6575
Hon. Secretary & Minutes Secretary: Miss Kim
Readman
Distribution Manager: Mrs Walker, Tel: 9225 7305

ADVERTISING AND MAGAZINE ARTICLES
There is no advertising space currently available.
For other enquiries, comments or to submit articles contact
the Business Manager/Magazine Compiler at 11 Ruskin
Way, Waterlooville, PO8 8JX
or email business@theratepayer.org.uk.

NEXT BLOOD DONATION SESSIONS
Tuesday 7th February and 7th March, 1.30pm to 3.25pm
and 4.30pm to 7.15pm at WACA (Behind ASDA).
National Blood Service Website - www.blood.co.uk

USEFUL INFORMATION
Waterlooville Police Station: Swiss Road Waterlooville,
Hants. PO7 7FX. Tel: 999 in emergencies or 0845 045
4545 for non-emergency calls, giving your details, your
address or location, and the information or assistance you
require. The switchboard should then put you through to
the relevant department to assist you. Most incidents will be
attended by an officer from one of the shifts, with the
community beat officer concentrating on long term
problems. You can also leave information-only messages,
dealt with in strict confidence, on the Crimestoppers Tel:
0800 555 111.
Registrar of Births and Deaths: “Fernglen” Town Hall
Road, Havant. Tel: 9248 2533. Hours: Mon - Fri 9am - 1pm.
Mon and Tue 2pm - 3.30pm.
Citizens’ Advice Bureau, Swiss Cottage, 9 St. Georges
Walk (Hambledon Road) Waterlooville. Tel: 9271 7700
(Answer phone out of hours). Hours: Mon, Wed, Thu and
Fri 10am – 3pm.  Telephone advice available 1pm to 3pm
on Wed and 10am to 3pm on Thu on Tel: 08701 264 858.
Age Concern Day Centre
Cowplain: Borrow Day Centre, London Road. Tel: 9226
6423.
Disabled Information and Advice Line (DIAL) Tel: 9282
4853 (answer phone when closed).
Good Neighbours Schemes: Cowplain Tel: 9225 4090.
Waterlooville Tel: 9226 6005. (Help line 9am - 6 pm. Mon
to Fri. For assistance with collecting prescriptions, lifts,
small odd jobs and errands.)
Community Centres and Halls:
Westbrook Hall (No telephone), Wecock Tel: 9225 8423,
Waterlooville Tel: 9225 6823, Cowplain Tel: 9226 7029,
Merchistoun Hall Tel: 9259 7114, Lovedean Village
Hall Tel: 9259 6636. Deverell Hall Purbrook Tel: 9243
0217.
Havant and District MENCAP, Anders House, Milton
Road. Available for hire. Tel: 9225 7636.
Street Lighting Defects These should be reported on
Tel: 0800 50 60 60 quoting the number on the lamp post.
Help in Bereavement - Trained visitors to stand by you
when you need a friend. Tel: 9266 8884.

BT & PO Pensioners meet 1st Tue 1.30pm - 3.30pm at
Cosham Community Centre. Tel: 9247 5593.
Cowplain and Horndean Sunshine Club: Age
Concern, Borrow Day Centre, alternate Fri at 2pm. Tel:
9234 3709.
Renaissance Social Group meets monthly on Thu
evenings in a local pub. New unattached members aged
55+ and from a professional background welcome to
join this non-profit making group. For details Tel: 9252
2324 or e-mail keith.mills167@ntlworld.com.
Waterlooville Scottish Country Dancers: The British
Legion Hall, Waterlooville. Mon 8pm. Tel: 9259 2109.
Bonsai Clubs - Solent group meets last Fri of the month
at Wallington Village Hall, Fareham from 7.30pm - 10pm
and at Waterlooville. Contact B. Benham for details of
venues and times for both clubs. (Tel: 9226 6292)
C.A.M.E.O. (ex Waterlooville Homemakers) meet
W.A.C.A. 10am to 12 noon 3rd Tue. Tel: 9226 9291 or
9259 6970. New members welcomed.
Waterlooville Afternoon Townswomen’s Guild meet
2nd, 3rd and 4th Tue at British Legion Hall, Forest End,
2pm to 4pm. Visitors welcome. Details: Tel: 9225 3714.
Waterlooville Amateur Wine Circle meet every 2nd Tue
at 8pm, British Legion Hall, Forest End. Tel: 9259 4215 or
9259 1354 or 9259 1265.
The Lobster Pot Amateur Wine Circle meet third Tue at
8pm at R.N.A, Aston Road, Waterlooville. Tel: 9225 4826
or 9226 4877.
Denmead Bridge Club meets Monday evenings at the
Denmead Community Centre, School Lane, Denmead
from 7pm to 10pm. Contact the Secretary, David White,
on Tel: 9261 7201 for further information.
Cowplain Social Bridge Club meet on Thursdays, 7pm
to 10pm at the Borrow Day Centre, Padnell Road,
Cowplain. Tel: 9225 7978 for details.
Horndean Bridge Club meets at Napier Hall, Wed.
1pm - 4pm. Tel: 9259 3309 for details.
Horndean & District Amateur Radio Club meets first
and fourth Tue at Lovedean Village Hall from 7.30pm -
10pm. Further information Tel: 9261 2687 or 9247 2846.
Hampshire Wildlife Trust (South Downs Branch) Tel:
9259 2317 for details of membership and meetings.
Havant Cage Bird Society meets at Bedhampton Social
Club, Bedhampton Road, Bedhampton 1st Wed from
8pm. Tel: 9259 5064.
Havant & District Writer’s Circle meets at Havant Arts
Centre on the 3rd Wed at 7.30pm. All writers from
beginners to advanced welcome. Tel: 9259 3057 for
details.
Waterlooville Womans Luncheon Club meets 3rd Wed
at The Mead End, Denmead. Contact Tel: 9263 2620.
Blendworth Brass Band meets at Blendworth Church
Centre, Thu 7.30pm - 9pm. Experienced and new
players welcome. Tel: 9259 3309 for details.
BINGO takes place each Wed at 7.15pm at Age
Concern Hall, Padnell Road, Cowplain. Tel: 9234 3709 for
further information.
Horndean Garden Group - meet 2nd Tuesday at 7.30pm
in Lovedean Village Hall (Small). For details Tel: 9264 8671.
Purbrook Harmony Chorus - Ladies Barbershop meets
every Wednesday from 7.30pm – 10pm at Christchurch
Hall, Widley. New members welcome. Tel: 9235 3121 for
details.
Family History Group – If you want to learn how to trace
your ancestors then go to Staunton Park School, Leigh
Park on 2nd and 4th Tuesday from 7.30pm – 9pm.  For
details visit www.stauntoninfo.co.uk.
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Hampshire County Council Trading Standards Service
is warning individuals to be extra vigilant when advertising
vehicles for sale in the usual motor trade magazines after
reports that sellers are being targeted by con artists.
So far this year around 40 complaints have been received
about a number of different companies who have been
contacting people advertising their vehicles for sale and
stating that they have a buyer lined up.
The organisations involved offer to facilitate the sale for an
administration fee of between approximately £100 and
£150. All details and information is relayed verbally and
once payment has gone through, the individual selling the
vehicle hears nothing further from the company and no
buyer comes forward.
Hampshire Trading Standards is therefore advising private
sellers that if they are considering such unsolicited

NIGHTRUNNER (N23) is a new pilot night bus service
that started operating in December 2005. It complements
the existing taxi provisions in Portsmouth’s busiest late night
entertainment areas and provides visitors with safe and
inexpensive travel home.
The N23 service runs early on Saturday and Sunday
mornings following the normal Number 23 bus route
through the city finishing at The Warren, Leigh Park. The
buses are single-deckers with a capacity for 63 people.
Two SIA-registered door staff travel on each bus. They
marshal the queues, provide safety to both drivers and

proposals, to ask for written terms and conditions of the
service to be provided and to check them thoroughly.

Specifically, the terms should make reference to the
consumer’s right to cancel the agreement within seven
working days, a legal requirement as laid down by the
Consumer Protection (Distance Selling) Regulations 2000.
In addition, the vendors should also request further
evidence of any alleged buyers, such as names, locations
and prices offered. It may transpire that a purchaser is
available, but it is of little benefit to a Hampshire vendor if
they are located on the other side of the country!
If any members of the public have experienced such sales
techniques, and would like further advice, they should
contact the Consumer Direct Southeast Advice Service on
Tel: 08454 040506.

customers and offer personal safety advice for those
walking home from bus stops.

The buses depart South Parade at 0125 and 0225
respectively, and if not full call at Guildhall Walk at 0130
and 0230 respectively, the buses arrive in Leigh Park 50
minutes after leaving South Parade.
This service cost a flat fee of £2-50 within the city and £5-00
outside.
For more details Tel: 0845 121 0170 or visit website
www.stagecoachbus.com.

CAR ADVERTISING CON HIGHLIGHTED BY TRADING STANDARDS

NIGHTRUNNER (N23)

A reminder of Summer 2005 when Harley-Davidsons filled Waterlooville Precinct




