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MIKE ATTRIDGE
'BRICKWORK'

Free estimates with no obligation
Horndean-Lovedean-Cowplain

Clanfield-Waterlooville
Tel: (023)92  232280

DECORATIVE GARDEN WALLS,
PATIOS AND ALL OTHER

BRICKWORK UNDERTAKEN

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

WATERLOOVILLE AND DISTRICT
RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION

PUBLIC MEETINGS
ALL START AT 7.30PM

6th March - Cowplain Activity Centre (AGM)
1st May - Waterlooville Community Centre
3rd July - Cowplain Activity Centre
2nd October - Waterlooville Community Centre
4th December - Cowplain Activity Centre

THE NATIONAL STANDARD
PLANNING APPLICATION FORM

Are you aware of a change to the planning
system? 
By the  6th April 2008, the National Standard Planning
Application Form (1APP) will replace all existing
types of planning application forms in England and
will become the only legal way of submitting a planning
application to Havant Borough Council
(HBC) and every other authority in England.
Applications may be submitted via HBC’s existing
planning application forms up until the 5th April 2008.
After that date, applicants will be required to submit
planning applications on the new 1APP paper forms,
or on-line through the Planning Portal
www.planningportal.gov.uk/1app.
You can learn more about the change and how this
affects you by visiting the Planning Portal website or
www.havant.gov.uk/havant-3877. Planning Services
can be contacted on  9244 6015.

www.theratepayer.co.uk

Inside ...
Saint Valentine's Day - Page 13
Local History from Bob Hunt - Page 4
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Major Helmut Wick.
Died 28th

November 1940,
aged 25

SERGEANT HUBERT HASTINGS ADAIR

The memorial
plaque situated
on top of
Portsdown,
slightly to the
east of the
Churchillian
Pub.

Sgt. Hubert
Hastings Adair.

Died 6th November
1940, aged 23.

In my last article I described the life and adventures of
Colour Sergeant Henry Edward Gallagher: a Rorke’s Drift
man, who is now buried at Christchurch, Portsdown. In this
edition I am going to stick to the theme of memorials on
Portsdown, and tell the story of Sergeant HH Adair.

THE PILOT
Hubert Adair was born in 1917, the son of Robert and

Elizabeth Adair. He was educated at the City of Norwich
School and joined the RAF in January 1936: service number
580088. After training he joined 88 Squadron and flew Fairey
Battle aircraft during the Battle of France. In August 1940
he converted to Hurricanes and joined 213 Squadron based
at Tangmere.
On 5th November 1940 he was involved in a night landing
accident at Tangmere, and the day after was in combat
over Southampton, flying Hurricane AK-D-V7602. He never
returned. It is almost certain that he was the 53rd kill of
Major Helmut Wick of JG2 (Jagdgeschwader – Fighter
Wing) who was to loose his own life 22 days later.

Warriors of
the sky

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Bob Hunt has lived in Portsmouth all his life and has been

interested in Portsdown and what lies underneath it since
the age of 8. He was amazed to find that the subject had
virtually no other presence on the Internet – or the Library –
especially when you look at what has been documented for
other UK cities. Bob is not an archaeologist, but it seemed
odd to him that more was known about a Long Barrow from
2000BC than a World War II (WWII) deep tunnel shelter,
hence the website Portsdown Tunnels was born.
Bob has kindly agreed to the publication of selected parts
of the website. Owing to limitations of space within the
magazine these articles will appear on an irregular basis.
Those of you without a computer who want to view Bob’s
website can visit Waterlooville library where computers,
linked to the Internet, are available, the only charge is for
the copying of a document.

Portsdown (locally referred to as ‘The Hill’) is located to the
north of Portsmouth. It is a chalk hill 390 feet (120 metres)
high and runs from West to East for 7 miles. Most of the five
miles of tunnel construction was made during WWII, when
the south-facing slope of the hill was countryside. Since
then residential housing has been built on a large part of it,
forming the housing estates of Wymering and Paulsgrove.
There are numerous chalk pits on the hill, all of them no
longer worked. The 2 major ones were at Paulsgrove and
Wymering.
On top of Portsdown are 5 Victorian forts and a Redoubt,
collectively known as the Palmerston Forts.

My Mum (Betty Hunt) was 13 at the time and lived at
Wymering, a quarter of a mile away from the crash site. She
recalls: “We heard loud roar and a bang so all the kids went
up the Hill to have a look. There was a crowd of people near
Pigeon House Lane but the MPs kept us back”.
The RAF never recovered the body nor fully recovered the
wreckage.

THE END?
On 6th October 1979 an excavation by the Wealden

Aviation Archaeological Group was begun in an attempt to
recover what was left. Fortunately for them, some of the
original witnesses were still alive and the location of the
crash site was soon found. Much of the more solid parts of
the mangled aircraft were found, including both groups of
Browning .303 machine guns, which were resting vertically
in the chalk. They came across the Merlin engine crankshaft
and the propeller-boss 9 feet down. The remains of the pilot
were also recovered. The excavation team could not officially
identify the pilot but they did manage to reveal the armament
numbers on the Browning gun butts. The authorities then
ordered the weapons to be broken up.
On 22nd November 1979, the Portsmouth Coroner’s Office
stated that an inquest would not be held, and that the
Coroner had ordered the disposal of the remains, which
was carried out at Portchester Crematorium on 29th October
1979. Because of this outcome, Sergeant Adair still remains
officially missing and never received the ceremonial burial
that he certainly deserved.

Bob Hunt – January 2008 ©
Portsdown Tunnels - www.portsdown-tunnels.org.uk

Adair was posted ‘missing’, and was presumed to have
came down in the English Channel. His family never knew
of his actual fate until they read this account on my website
some 67 years later. He is named on the Runnymede
Memorial, Surrey, UK on panel 11.

THE SITE
On Portsdown to the east of the Churchillian Pub is a

small memorial stone dedicated to Sergeant HH Adiar. The
location of the actual crash site is just under 1 mile away to
the northwest.
There were plenty of eyewitnesses around this area on 6th
November 1940, and it appears that the aircraft, in a power
dive, went into the ground vertically at 500mph from 15,000
feet.
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Old photos and news cuttings - I am always willing to give
a good home to any of these and can promise they will be
well looked after.   9224 0653.
RE-ACTION (Tools for Self Reliance) - If you have any tools
suitable for refurbishment, or scrap lead, copper or brass
to help raise money to  dispatch the tools abroad, please
contact Bob Ginger  9226 8762.
St George's Church Hall, Waterlooville, holds Coffee
Mornings every Wednesday and Friday from 10am to 12
noon in St George's Hall. All proceeds to charity. Also a
Market every Thursday from 9.30am to 11.30am. Home
made cakes, produce, cards, crafts, eggs, plants, etc.
Refreshments also available.
Gospel Hall, Mill Road, Waterlooville, holds Coffee
Mornings each Friday, from 10am to 12 noon. Tea, coffee
and homemade cakes.
Waterlooville Town Market - each Friday in the Precinct.
Age Concern, Cowplain hold Coffee Mornings on Friday
1st Feb, from 10am to 11.30am at the Borrow Day Centre,
London Road, Cowplain (Opposite Co-op). Raffles, etc. All
welcome. Tel: 9226 6423 for details.
Ark Angels are holding Table-Top Sales with refreshments
on Saturday 2nd Feb and 1st Mar, at St George's Hall,
Waterlooville, from 10.30am to 3.30pm and on Saturday
16th February at Lovedean Village Hall, from 1.30pm to
3.30pm.  All proceeds to support Stubbington Ark Animal
Shelter.  9278 7233 for more details.
SNAP (Say No And Phone) Disco - will take place on
Saturday 26th January from 7pm to 11pm at Havant Leisure
Centre. These events enable 11-17year olds to enjoy a good
night out in a drug/alcohol free environment. Buy your tickets
beforehand from either Havant or Waterlooville Leisure
Centres as entry is by ticket.  9247 6026 for info.  Supported
by Neighbourhood Watch and Local Police.
Waterlooville and District Philatelic Society meet on Thu
21st Feb at Westbrook Hall, from 7.30pm to 9.30pm. Subject:
Competition Night (8 sheets). Club Dinner on 28th Feb. For
details  9259 3987.
Waterlooville Community Board Meetings - 'South
Meeting' on last Wednesday of month at 6.30pm. 'North
Meeting' on the first Monday of each month at 6.30pm.
Open to public. For details of venues  9244 6416.
Lovedean Village Hall will be holding a Jumble Sale on
Sat 8th March from 1.30pm. Details from  9259 3904 or 
9259 6636.

EDITORIAL NOTICES

The  Royal Hospital School Association hold monthly
meetings on the first Thursday of each Month (except August)
at Waterlooville R.N.A. Starting at 7.45pm. Contact Mr Andy
Pope (Secretary) on  9275 5397 for details.
Keep Fit For Ladies - Come and join a friendly group.
Lovedean Village Hall, Wednesdays at 1.45pm. For further
information  9259 3383.
Denmead Bridge Club - Anyone wishing to play bridge is
welcome to the weekly Club meetings, which are held at
the Community Centre, School Lane, Denmead on Monday
evenings from 7pm to 10pm. Contact the Secretary Pam
Holdsworth further information.  9243 6385.

Out Of Focus - A group for the visually impaired, meet at
the Bear Hotel, East Street, Havant, on the 2nd Tuesday of
each month from 7.30pm.  01329 512 447.

Cowplain Short Mat Bowls - Enjoy a non-competitive game
of short mat bowls in friendly company and take pleasure
from a chat and a laugh. Beginners are particularly welcome.
There are more ladies than men – mostly retired. If you are
interested please ‘phone  9225 6524 for details.

Havant Bereavement Care Group – is looking for a
Treasurer and Fund raiser. The current role is undertaken
by one person who will be standing down in the New Year.
This worthwhile group supports up to 300 adults and children
per year who are bereaved. It will be in severe difficulties if
they cannot find a replacement. If you can help, contact
John Horncastle  9246 1626.

INFORMATION WANTED
Can you help St Wilfrid’s Church, Cowplain?

Readers will know that some years ago I wrote a series of
articles on the Story of St Wilfrid’s Church, Cowplain.
St Wilfrid’s Church Men’s Group - to which I belong - is now
updating these articles and publishing them in monthly
instalments in the Parish Magazine throughout 2008.  In
2009 they will be collating them into a booklet to be made
available for visitors etc.
It is known that when the foundation stone was laid in 1923
the ceremony was watched by local people including
children. If you were one of those children or witnesses or if
you have a news cutting or photograph (both of which will
be returned) please can you telephone  9224 0653.

David Pink
PLANNING AN EVENT?

If you would like us to feature your event we do need to
know early. We compile/edit this magazine 6-4 weeks before
publication on the first day of each month. Please see
contact details on Page 9.

COWPLAIN SHORT MAT BOWLS GROUP
Play Short Mat if you wish to get the feel of bowls and

their delivery before tackling lawn bowls; or you can no
longer meet the physical requirements to play outdoors or
on the long mat; or you wish to avoid being burnt by the
sun, drenched by the rain or tormented by mosquitoes!
Cowplain Short Mat Bowls Group was founded in 1996; the
first game being played on 25th March. The group is not
an independent club - it is a community activity group and
all the bowling equipment is owned by Cowplain Activity
Centre Association. Instead of paying the hall hire costs,
the group hands to the centre whatever is collected in
session fees (£2.20 for approx. 2½ hours).
The game is played on a special mat forty-five feet long
and six feet wide and normal sized bowls are used (the
same as used for lawn bowls). It’s an indoor game that’s
popular in the area - there are clubs at Bedhampton,
Purbrook, Stakes, Waterlooville, Horndean, Clanfield and
Cowplain. Most of the clubs play in various leagues but the
Cowplain Short Malt Bowls Group doesn’t; instead it caterers
for those who are not very competitive but would like to
have a chat and a laugh as well as a game. The group’s
aim is to involve as many members of the community as
possible (irrespective of where they live) and to reach out
to anyone who’s reluctant to join an unfamiliar group.
The type of people attending includes beginners, those
recovering from illness or loss, players wishing to improve
and others just there for the company. The group welcomes
anyone who doesn’t try to introduce a competitive routine.
The Short Mat Group sessions continue throughout the year;
starting on Mondays at 9.30am; Wednesdays and
Thursdays at 1.30pm and Sundays at 6.15pm. No special
clothing is required apart from a pair of heel-less shoes or
slippers – and the loan of the bowls is free. The attendance
is approximately thirty per session. Please contact  9225
6524 for more details.
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WATERLOOVILLE AND DISTRICT
RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

(Covering the Wards of Cowplain, Stakes, Waterlooville
and Hart Plain including part of Lovedean)
President: D. Foyle I.S.M.,  9225 7467
Vice President: F Rozzell,  9259 3198
Chairman: Mr. D. Pink, 74 Cherry Tree Avenue,
Cowplain, Hants. PO8 8AP.  9224 0653.
Vice Chairman: Mrs. J. Rea,  9225 8261
Hon. Treasurer: Mr. N. Chedzey, 103 Sutton Road,
Cowplain, Waterlooville, PO8 8PT,  9242 6575
Hon. Secretary & Minutes Secretary:
Hazel Matthews,  9226 8780
Distribution Manager: Mrs Walker,  9225 7305

ADVERTISING AND MAGAZINE ARTICLES
At present there is no advertising space available. For
general enquiries, comments, and corrections or to
submit an article please contact the Business Manag-
er/Magazine Compiler at 11 Ruskin Way, Waterlooville,
PO8 8JX or email: business@theratepayer.co.uk.

NEXT BLOOD DONATION SESSIONS
Tuesday 12th February and 4th March, 1.30pm to 3.25pm
and 4.30pm to 7.15pm at Waterlooville  Community Centre
(Behind ASDA).
Thursday 14th February, 1.30pm to 3.25pm and 4.30pm to
7.15pm at St Wilfrid's Church Hall, Cowplain
National Blood Service Website -  www.blood.co.uk

You can pre book appointments via  0845 7 711 711.

USEFUL INFORMATION
Waterlooville Police Station: Swiss Road, Waterlooville,
Hants. PO7 7FX.  999 in emergencies, 101 for non-
emergency calls or leave information-only messages,
in strict confidence, on  Crimestoppers  0800 555 111.
Registrar of Births and Deaths: “Fernglen” Town Hall
Road, Havant.  9248 2533. Hours: Mon - Fri 9am - 1pm.
Mon and Tue 2pm - 3.30pm.
Citizens’ Advice Bureau, Swiss Cottage, 9 St. Georges
Walk (Hambledon Road) Waterlooville.  9271 7699.
Drop-in sessions Wed, Thu and Fri, 9.30am to 2pm.
Telephone advice line, open 1pm to 3pm, Wed and Thu

 0870 126 4858. Online Advice Guide:
www.adviceguide.org.uk
Disabled Information and Advice Line (DIAL)  9282
4853 (answer phone when closed).
Good Neighbours Schemes: Cowplain  9225 4090.
Waterlooville  9226 6005. (Help line 9am - 6 pm. Mon to
Fri. For assistance with collecting prescriptions, lifts, small
odd jobs and errands.)
Community Centres and Halls:

Westbrook Hall (No telephone)
The Acorn Centre, Wecock  9225 8423
Waterlooville  9225 6823
Cowplain  9226 7029
Merchistoun Hall  9259 7114
Lovedean Village Hall  9259 3904
Deverell Hall Purbrook  9243 0217
Havant and District MENCAP, Anders House, Milton
Road. Available for hire.  9225 7636
Springwood Community Blding  9223 0330

Help in Bereavement - Trained visitors to stand by you
when you need a friend.  9266 8884.
Street Lighting Defects These should be reported on

 0800 50 60 60 quoting the number on the lamp post.

Portsmouth & Havant Victim Support: The Lodge, 1
Northern Parade, Portsmouth, PO2 9PB.  9265 3111.
Havant Borough Talking Newspaper - St Faith's Church
House, The Pallant, Havant, PO9 1BE.  9248 0101.
Hampshire Association for the Care of the Blind
(Waterlooville Branch): Meets 1st and 3rd Mon at The
Lodge, Lavender Road, Waterlooville between 2pm -
4pm.  9226 3016.
Scouts and Guides: All general enquiries for
membership or leadership to: Waterlooville District
Scouts:  9225 8761.
Horndean Div. Guides: Contact: Mrs. J. Chapple,

 9259 1894.
Waterlooville Div. Guides: Division Comm. Mrs. L.
Linkins,  9264 1856.
Royal British Legion:

Mens' general enquiries - contact D Foyle,  9225
7467.
Lovedean Branch meets at Merchistoun Hall.  9264
4035 for details.

Waterlooville Branch of the Royal Naval Association
Club: (with room to hire) 48 Aston Road, Waterlooville.
Open daily.  9225 3756.
R.S.P.C.A. (Portsmouth Branch):  9224 1394.
Portsmouth Group hold regular meetings existing and
new members welcomed. Further details  9235 3949.
R.S.P.B. Portsmouth Group hold regular meetings,
existing and new members welcome. Details  9235 3949
N.S.P.C.C. Chairman (Fund Raising) Mrs. P. Gross. 
9259 9300. Helpline  0800 800 500.
Waterlooville and District Twins Club - meet one
Tuesday per month in members homes. Members social
events include the children. Multiples also welcome. 
9226 1784 (Jane) or  9223 1420 (Sam)
Women’s Institutes:

Cowplain W.I. 1st and 3rd Thu, 2pm, Cowplain Scouts
HQ, Padnell Ave (Behind garage block).  9225 1374.
Padnell Park. W.I. 4th Thu, 7.30pm. Westbrook Hall.

 9259 1102.
Lovedean W.I. 2nd Tue 7.30 pm, Lovedean Village Hall,

 9259 5142.
Stakes W.I. 3rd Thu 7.30 pm. Deverell Hall, Purbrook.

 9264 2903.
Purbrook W.I. 2nd Thu 2.30pm. Deveral Hall. Tel: 9237
5572.
Horndean W.I. 2nd Tue 2pm to 4pm, Blendworth
Church Hall. Craft Group meets every Wed, 10am to 12
noon at Napier Hall, Horndean,  9259 2387.

P.D.S.A. Animal Treatment Centre: 5 Durley Avenue,
Cowplain.  9226 3152.
Forest of Bere Bowmen (Archery):  9226 2931 for
details.
Waterlooville and District Garden Club: - meets at Age
Concern Hall, Cowplain, 1st and 3rd Mon evenings at
8pm  9264 8493 for details.
Portsmouth and District Beekeepers’ Association: For
advice, membership or swarm clearance. Chairman Mr J.
Storey  9264 5288.
Cowplain Cricket Club:  9236 7860 for details.
Denmead Tennis Club: 3 hard courts and an active
social life.  9226 3191.
Havant and Waterlooville Swimming Club meets at
Waterlooville Leisure Centre on Fri evenings.  9226 3002
for further details.
ME. Association (Hants Group):  9259 1473 or  9242
0732 for details.
Friends of Wecock - Meet 1st Tue, 10am to 12 noon,
Wecock Community Centre.
St George's Ladies Group - meet socially 2nd and 4th
Thu, 8pm, St George's Church Hall, Waterlooville.
Southdowns Ladies Harmony Chorus meet every Wed
from 7.30pm to 10.30pm at All Saints Church Hall,
Catherington Lane,  9259 6312 for details.
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SAINT VALENTINE’S DAY
Some experts state that it originated from St. Valentine,

a Roman who was martyred for refusing to give up
Christianity. He died on February 14, 269 A.D., the same
day that had been devoted to love lotteries.
Legend also says that St. Valentine left a farewell note for
the jailer’s daughter, who had become his friend, and signed
it “From Your Valentine”. Other aspects of the story say that
Saint Valentine served as a priest at the temple during the
reign of Emperor Claudius. Claudius then had Valentine
jailed for defying him. In 496 A.D. Pope Gelasius set aside
February 14th to honour St. Valentine. Numerous early
Christian martyrs were named Valentine.
Another legend says that Valentine’s Day started in ancient
Rome, on February 14, a holiday to honour Juno. Juno was
the Queen of the Roman Gods and Goddesses. The Romans
also knew her as the Goddess of women and marriage.
Then, the following day, February 15, began the Feast of
Lupercalia.
In those days, the lives of young boys and girls were strictly
separate. However, on the eve of the festival of Lupercalia,
the names of Roman girls were written on slips of paper and
placed into jars. Each young man would draw a girl’s name
from the jar and would then be partners for the duration of
the festival with the girl whom he chose. Sometimes the
pairing of the children lasted an entire year, and often, they
would fall in love and would later marry.
And just too entirely confuse; until 1969, the Catholic Church
formally recognized eleven Valentine’s Days. Gradually,
February 14 became the date for exchanging love
messages and St. Valentine became the patron saint of
lovers. The date was marked by sending poems and simple
gifts such as flowers. There was often a social gathering or
a ball.
And guys, if you’re reading this, be aware that 2008 is a
leap year, so if you are not married and some lady has
been casting you affectionate looks, be on your guard!
Main Reference sources: www.pictureframes.co.uk,
www.wikipedia.org

CALLING ALL HUSBANDS, PARTNERS
AND BOYFRIENDS

Horndean Hoppers Pre-school hold a Ladies Pamper
Evening on Saturday 16th February, between 7pm to 10pm
at Napier Hall, Horndean. Book a relaxing beauty session
with qualified conventional or alternative therapists and
beauticians for your loved one as a gift for VALENTINES.
Contact   9259 1663, 9am to 12 noon, for a list of treatments
and a booking form, or turn up on the night. Proceeds to
Hoppers.

MOBILE LIBRARY
CHANGES THAT MAY AFFECT YOU!

Recently amendments have been made to when and
where mobile libraries visit.
The Woodlands Primary School visit has been changed
to: Stakes Hill Road, Somerville Court: Alternate Thursdays,
1.35 to 2.25pm. Note: the timing of this visit has been
shortened by 10 minutes.
The timing of the Herriott House, Padnell Road visit now
commences at 9.10am, not 9am.
A mobile library will call at the Springwood Avenue
Community Centre from 2.15pm to 3.15pm on 12th and
26th February; 11th and 25th March.
Further changes may be made and we will publish these
once we have been informed.
The contact telephone number for both the Waterlooville
Library and the mobile libraries is:  0845 6035631or you
can visit: www.hants.gov.uk/library

Horndean  & District Amateur Radio Club – meet at
7.30pm at the Lovedean Village Hall on the 1st and 4th
Tuesday of each month. Further details from the Club
Secretary  9247 2846.

BORN IN 1986 OR LATER?
In the January edition of the magazine we listed some

things that people born before 1986, may have done or
experienced. Now here is a, shorter, list for you younger
readers:

The Uptown Girl you know is by Westlife not Billy Joel.
You’ve never heard of Rick Astley, Bananarama, Neneh
Cherry or Belinda Carlisle.
For you, there has always been only one Germany.
HIV/AIDS has existed since you were born.
Michael Jackson has always been white.
CD’s have existed since you were born.
You believe that Charlie’s Angels and Mission Impossible
are recent films.
You cannot imagine life without a computer.
You can’t believe black and white television ever existed.
You will never understand how we, your elders, could
leave the house without a mobile ‘phone.
You think SATNAV is easier to use than a map and you
place all your confidence in its directions!

Now let’s check if we’re getting old...
You understood what was written in these two articles
and you smiled.
You need more sleep, usually until the afternoon, after a
night out.
You are always surprised to see small children confidently
using computers.
When you see children with mobile ‘phones you shake
your head.

Yes, you’re getting old!

The  exhibition, opens in the Gallery at the Winchester
Discovery Centre, Jewry Street from 2nd February to 27th
April.
Timed entry tickets priced at £5 for adults, £3 for
concessions (includes Hampshire library card holders and
student NUS card holders), are available from the Theatre
Royal Box Office on  01962 840440 or www.theatre-royal-
winchester.co.uk. Children will be admitted free.
A unique collection of original manuscripts, Viking weapons
and hoards, Anglo Saxon jewellery, coins, ceramics.

One important treasures is the Alfred Jewel, made of gold,
enamel and rock crystal and is on loan for the first six weeks
of the exhibition from the Ashmolean Museum. Lettering
around the edge reads ‘Aelfred mec heht gewyrcan’ or
‘Alfred ordered me to be made’ and makes up one of
seven aestals on display.
The second iconic object in the exhibition is Alfred’s own
translation of Pope Gregory’s book of guidance to religious
readers, Cura Pastoralis or Pastoral Care. This can be called
the first ever book in the English Language.

‘ALFRED THE GREAT: WARFARE, WEALTH AND WISDOM’ EXHIBITION


