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Thank you – I should like to say a big thank you to Linda Bowden and the Committee for organising the
photo call and kind words recently in the Magazine following my retirement as Editor. I also received many
letters and cards from helpers and readers. To everyone concerned my heartfelt thanks.

 David Pink

Inside . . .
Why vote?

Subway
makeover

D-Day
anniversary

Community
information

Where is this?

Waterlooville Citizens Advice Bureau

Malc
www.theratepayer.org.uk



4

Well for no other reason other than to exercise your
democratic right. You could say to yourself: Does it make
any difference? I’m not really interested in politics or they
(the Councillors) never listen to or even ask for my
opinions. Arguably these are valid points and you can
probably add many more to the list.

But if you do not bother to vote and then spend the
next couple of years moaning about issues you believe
the Borough Councillors are responsible for, perhaps
you have only one person to blame, yourself.

At least by voting, and assuming the councillor you
voted for is finally elected, you have judged him or her to
be suitable for that post and that they will represent your
p o l i t i c a l
ideals and
b e l i e f s .
Quite a responsibility for that councillor especially if he or
she has been elected to that post on the back of a large
majority. That person is now responsible for many people.

Councillor Tony Welch writing in the spring issue of
Serving You says ‘Disinterest in the political process is
endemic and the poor quality of those who seek election

VOTE? ME! WHY?
is often cited as the reason.

But who is to blame, the candidates or the electorate?
It is sometimes said that people get the leaders they
deserve, though politicians are generally no better or worse
than most of us and have, in pretty much equal proportions
to the general community, the same good and bad traits –
the only real difference is that they put themselves forward
for public office.’ The full article is well worth reading.

Local elections and elections for a European Member
of Parliament will take place at the same time on June 10.
You can contact the Electoral Registration Office on Tel:
9244 6225 if you require a postal vote.

Yes local politics can be a bit on the boring side but the
issues that
are dealt
with at the

Civic Offices are real and affect us all. Potential councillors
will shortly start canvassing in your area, ask them questions
when they knock on your door, read their election
pamphlets, form an opinion. In the elections held in May
2002 the average turnout in the Borough of Havant was
29%; on 10th June can we all do our bit for democracy
and better that average?

Please consider voting

D-DAY TALES AND MEMORABILIA WANTED
With the 60th anniversary of the D-Day landings looming, Hampshire County Council

is calling on war veterans to come forward with stories and memorabilia relating to
HMS Cricket - a military base, which played a pivotal role in the UK’s wartime efforts.

The secret camp - a training base for many of the landing craft crews which took
place in the D-Day assault and home to landing craft flotillas - was located in the
grounds of the site that is now Manor Farm Country Park, near Bursledon.

Staff at the country park and the Botley and Curdridge Local History Society have
joined forces to start the hunt for memoirs and memorabilia to bring HMS Cricket’s
story back to life in an exhibition at the country park from 29th May to 31st October.

Anyone who has documents, photographs, artefacts or simply a story to tell about
HMS Cricket should contact Richard Haworth at Manor Farm Country Park on 01489
772814 or e-mail: richard.haworth@hants.gov.uk.

On 2nd June at Manor Farm Country Park, a special event will take place to mark
the 60th anniversary of the D-Day landings. At this event, Countess Mountbatten will
be dedicating a memorial at the country park to those who lost their lives in battle,
providing a permanent record of the activities, which have benefited future generations.

Hampshire County Council’s Executive Member for Recreation and Heritage,
Councillor John Waddington, said: “There is currently no evidence at Manor Farm
Country Park that this large and vital unit ever existed. We hope that the plans for a
memorial at the country park and the exhibition will remind people - or teach them -
about its place in history.

“We encourage war veterans, or their friends and family, to get in touch with any
memorabilia they have which might help us to tell the story of HMS Cricket.

“The exhibition and memorial are not only a fitting tribute to those who spent time
at HMS Cricket and lost their lives at war, they will also act as an invaluable way of
teaching younger people about this historical event - which is such a significant part of
Hampshire’s history.”

Further D-Day celebrations at Manor Farm Country Park will take place over
Whitsun half term, from 29th May to 6th June. The farm will be stepping back in time
to 1944 - with costumed characters going about their daily chores offering people a
great chance to learn about life on a farm during wartime.

D-Day Exhibition
To coincide with the 60th
Anniversary of this
historic event Don Foyle
has arranged for a small
exhibition in the foyer of
Waterlooville Library
during the month of
June.

Southwick House
To arrange a visit to
Southwick House during
the run up to the D-Day
anniversary please
telephone 023 9228
4600. The famous Wall
Map will be on show but
visits can only be made
by pre-booking.

For information about other D-Day events in Hampshire, visit www.hants.gov.uk/discover/d-day

in May 2002 the average turnout in the Borough of Havant was 29%



8

Old Ratepayer magazines, photos and news cuttings
I am always willing to give a good home to any of these
and can promise they will be well looked after.  Tel: 9224
0653.
Ratepayer magazine deliverers needed in Latchmore
Forest Grove. If you can help Tel: 9224 0653.
Age Concern Cowplain - will be holding Coffee
Mornings on Fri 7th May and Fri 4th June at the Borrow
Day Centre, Padnell Road from 10am to 11.30am. Also
Summer Market 10am to 12 noon on Sat 19th June.
Cowplain WI will be holding a May Fair 10am to 12 noon
on Sat 8th May. Families and children welcome. Also
Coffee Morning on Sat 22nd May from 10am to 12
noon. Both at WI Hall, Padnell Road, Cowplain.
SNAP (Say No And Phone) Disco will take place on Sat
29th May from 7pm - 11pm at Havant Leisure Centre.
These events enable 11 to 17 year olds to enjoy a good
night out in a Drug and Alcohol free environment. Entry
ticket only £4 in advance. Tel: 9247 6026 or visit Havant
or Waterlooville Leisure Centres. Supported by
Neighbourhood Watch and the Local Police.
Waterlooville and District Philatelic Society - will meet
on Fri 21st May at Westbrook Hall, Tempest Avenue,
from 7.30pm to 9.30pm. Subject 'Of ice and men'
Margery Wharton.
St. George's Church, Waterlooville - hold Coffee
Mornings every Wed and Fri from 10am – 12 noon. All
proceeds to charity.
Waterlooville Town Market - each Fri in the Precinct.
St. George's Market is held every Thu in St. George's
Church Hall, Waterlooville, 9.30am - 11.30am. Home
made cakes, preserves, cards, crafts, eggs, plants, etc.
Coffee and tea also available.
RE-ACTION (Tools for self-reliance) - If you have any
tools suitable for refurbishment then contact Bob
Ginger Tel: 9226 8762.
Ark Angels – This group raises money to support
Stubbington Ark Animal Shelter. They hold a Table Top
Sale at Lovedean Village Hall on the third Saturday of
each month. Refreshments available. Tel: 9278 7233 for
details.
Rowans Support Group - will holding Jill's Annual
Plant Sale on Sat 22nd May at 5 Kingsdown Road,
Waterlooville. Plent of plants and advice.3rd Apr, from
10am to 1pm at St George's Hall, Waterlooville.

EDITORIAL NOTICES

Please keep the community information
up-to-date by telephoning 9224 0653
with the latest information.

Horndean Amateur Theatrical Society (HATS) – will be
presenting an evening of short plays including The Real
Inspector Hound by Tom Stoppard on Thursday 20th,
Friday 21st, & Saturday 22nd May at 7.30pm.
The performances will take place in Merchistoun Hall,
Portsmouth Road, Horndean. Tickets available on the door
or from Merchistoun Hall during office hours, price £5/£4
(concessions). Tel: 9259 7114 to book. Visit
www.horndeantheatre.co.uk for further details.

The Rocky Appeal has raised £600,000 towards a
target of  £2,000,000 to build a unique Cancer
Laboratory at the Queen Alexandra Hospital. The
laboratory will provide:

Improved testing services for patients.
A centre for research and clinical excellence.
A better future for cancer patients by tailoring
the treatment to the individual.

Many fundraising groups, volunteers and donations are
needed. Just telephone Mick Lyons on Tel: 9228 6487.

FREE 2004 GUIDE TO CARE AT HOME OUT NOW
The latest guide to care for people who wish to continue

to live in their own home has just been published by
Hampshire County Council Social Services.

The free guide covers Hampshire, including Portsmouth
and Southampton, and is an essential reference for all
people seeking help, information and advice about home
care and how to find it.

The guide which is revised and updated each year
includes a list of organisations that provide help at home,
information on the cost of care, special equipment, home
alterations, travel and holidays, help for carers and how
social services and the health service can help. There is also
specialist information for groups such as older people,
carers, and people with learning disabilities, physical
disabilities or mental health problems.

The guide is available to Hampshire residents by calling
our freephone information line Tel: 0800 028 0888, or from
the County Council’s five information centres, libraries,
citizens advice bureaux, and Social Services offices.

Care at home information is also available at
www.hants.gov.uk/socservs/domcare.

Hampshire County Council’s Executive Member for
Social Care, Councillor Felicity Hindson, said: “Most people
would prefer to be able to keep living in their own home, but
very often don’t know where to go for help and advice. This
excellent and very thorough guide offers a helping hand for
those people, pointing them in the right direction about who
to contact and the options open to receive the community
care they need.”

The Rocky
Appeal

Waterlooville Subway Mural
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WATERLOOVILLE AND DISTRICT
RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

(Covering the Wards of Cowplain, Stakes, Waterlooville
and Hart Plain including part of Lovedean)
Affiliated to the Hants. Fed. of Residents’ Associations
President: Mr. D. Foyle I.S.M., Tel: 9225 7467
Vice President: Mrs. J. Rea, Tel: 9225 8261
Chairman: Mrs. L. Bowden, 7 Lancaster Way,
Waterlooville. Tel: 9225 4806
Vice Chairman: Mr. D. Pink, Tel: 9224 0653
Hon. Treasurer: Mr. N. Chedzey, 103 Sutton Road,
Cowplain, Waterlooville, PO8 8PT, Tel: 9242 6575
Hon. Secretary & Minutes Secretary: Mrs. S. Beard, 3
Wrexham Grove, Catherington P08 OTP. Tel/Fax: 9259 3351.

MAGAZINE
Editorial Team: Ed, Geoff, Lucy and Sharon

ADVERTISING
Unfortunately, there are presently no spaces for
advertising.
For general advertising enquiries contact the
Business Manager at 11 Ruskin Way, Waterlooville,
PO8 8JX or email business@theratepayer.org.uk

BLOOD TRANSFUSION SERVICE
Tuesday 4th May at WACA (Rear of ASDA)

Friday 28th May at WI Hall, Cowplain

USEFUL INFORMATION
Waterlooville Police Station: Swiss Road, Waterlooville,
Hampshire P07 7FX. Tel: 999 in an emergency or 0845
045 45 45 for non-emergencies giving details of your beat
area:- Cowplain and Hazleton; Stakes and Crookhorn;
Waterlooville or Wecock, when the beat officer will get
back to you. Or use Crimestoppers on Tel: 0800 555 111
where messages are dealt with in a strickly confidential
manner.
Registrar of Births and Deaths: “Fernglen” Town Hall
Road, Havant. Tel: 9248 2533. Hours: Mon - Fri 9am -
1pm. Mon and Tue 2pm - 3.30pm.
Citizens’ Advice Bureau, Swiss Cottage, 9 St. Georges
Walk (Hambledon Road) Waterlooville. Tel: 9271 7700
(Answerphone out of hours). Hours: Mon, Thu and Fri
10am – 3pm, Tue closed, Wed 10am - 1pm. Telephone
advice only 1pm to 3pm and Thu evenings 5pm – 6pm.
Age Concern Day Centres
Cowplain: Borrow Day Centre, London Road. Tel: 9226
6423.
Disabled Information and Advice Line (DIAL) Tel: 9282
4853 (answer phone when closed).
Good Neighbours Schemes: Cowplain Tel: 9225 4090.
Waterlooville Tel: 9226 6005. (Help line 9am - 6 pm. Mon
to Fri. For assistance with collecting prescriptions, lifts,
small odd jobs and errands.)
Community Centres and Halls:
Westbrook Hall Tel:9243 2828, Wecock Tel: 9225 8423,
Waterlooville Tel: 9225 6823, Cowplain Tel: 9226 7029,
Stakes Tel: 9224 0166, Merchistoun Hall Tel: 9259 7114,
Lovedean Village Hall Tel: 9259 6636. Deverell Hall
Purbrook Tel: 9264 2747.
WI Hall Cowplain Tel: 9226 2408.
Street Lighting Defects These should be reported on
Tel: 0800 50 60 60 quoting the number on the lamp post.
SOCIAL SERVICES DIRECT Tel: 0845 600 4555.
Hampshire County Council Information Centre in
Waterlooville Library Tel: 9224 1677.

Guide Dogs for the Blind Association (Havant and
District Branch): meets last Tuesday each month at the
British Legion, Legion Road, Hayling Island. Tel: Maureen
Jones 9236 6641.
Portsmouth Area Talking News for the Blind: 48
Stubbington Avenue, North End, Portsmouth. Tel: 9269
0851.
Hampshire Association for the Care of the Blind
(Waterlooville Branch): Meets 1st and 3rd Mon at The
Lodge, Lavender Road, Waterlooville between 2pm -
4pm. Tel: 9226 3016.
Scouts and Guides: All general enquiries for
membership or leadership to: Waterlooville District
Scouts: Tel: 9225 8761.
Horndean Div. Guides: Division Comm. Mrs. J. Chapple,
Tel: 9259 1894.
Waterlooville Div. Guides: Division Comm. Mrs. L.
Linkins, Tel: 9264 1856.
Royal British Legion:
Women’s Section meets 2nd Wed each month at
2.15pm at the British Legion Hall, Forest End,
Waterlooville.Tel: 9261 7548
Lovedean Branch meets at Merchistoun Hall. Tel: 9264
4035 for details.
Waterlooville Branch of the Royal Naval Association
Club: (with room to hire) 48 Aston Road, Waterlooville.
Open daily. Tel: 9225 3756.
R.A.F.A. Club Victoria: 1 Stakes Hill Road, Waterlooville.
Open daily. Monthly meetings 1st Thu 7.30pm. Tel: 9226
5732.
R.S.P.C.A. (Portsmouth Branch): Tel: 9224 1394.
Portsmouth Group hold regular meetings existing and
new members welcomed. Further details Tel: 9235 3949.
R.S.P.B. Portsmouth Group hold regular meetings,
existing and new members welcome. Further details Tel:
9235 3949
N.S.P.C.C. Chairman (Fund Raising) Mrs. P. Gross. Tel:
9259 9300. Helpline: 0800 800 500.
Waterlooville and District Twins CLub - meet one
Tuesday per month in members homes. Members social
events include the children. Multiples also welcome. Tel:
9226 1784 (Jane) or 9223 1420 (Sam)
Women’s Institutes:
Cowplain W.I. 1st Thu, 2pm, W.I. Hall, Cowplain. Tel:
9225 1374.
Padnell Park. W.I. 4th Wed at 7pm. WI Hall, Cowplain.
Tel: 9226 7568.
Lovedean W.I. Lovedean Village Hall, 7.30 pm, 2nd Tue.
Tel: 9259 6636. Stakes W.I. 3rd Wed 7.30 pm. St. Johns
Hall, Purbrook. Tel: 9242 3491. Purbrook W.I. 2nd Thu
2.30pm. Deveral Hall. Tel: 9237 5572.
P.D.S.A. Animal Treatment Centre: 5 Durley Avenue,
Cowplain. Tel: 9226 3152.
Forest of Bere Bowmen (Archery): Tel: 9226 2931 for
details.
Waterlooville and District Garden Club: - meets at Age
Concern Hall, Cowplain, 1st and 3rd Mon evenings at
8pm Tel: 9264 8493 for details.
Portsmouth and District Beekeepers’ Association: For
advice, membership or swarm clearance Tel: Chairman
Mr J. Storey 9264 5288.
Cowplain Cricket Club: Tel: 9236 7860 for details.
Denmead Tennis Club: 3 hard courts and an active
social life. Tel: 9226 3191.
Havant and Waterlooville Swimming Club meets at
Waterlooville Leisure Centre on Fri evenings. Tel: 9226
3002 for further details.
Disabled Swimming takes place at Waterlooville Leisure
Centre on Sun 5pm - 6pm. Tel: 9223 1010 for information.
ME. Association (Hants Group): Tel: 9259 1473 or 9242
0732 for details.
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Retail Support at the Borough Council, the Stakes Lodge
Project, Hampshire County Council Youth Services and
Havant Borough Youth Council have joined forces to work
with local young people to improve the appearance of the
subway between Hambledon Retail Park and St. George’s
Walk in Waterlooville.

The project will enhance the environment for shoppers
and visitors but will also increase footfall and raise awareness
for the town centre. It also engages the local community, in
particular young people.

The theme for the murals will be old images of
Waterlooville, moving in time to incorporate scenes of the
present and future. Art and Sole Traders, a not for profit
organisation, conducted workshops with local young people
to design the murals. A youth project team agreed the final
design and are helping the artists with the painting,

HOW TO SURVIVE A HEART ATTACK ALONE

If everyone who reads this passes it on to at least 10
people, it might well save at least one life.

Imagine you are driving home alone after an unusually
hard day - feeling tired, upset and frustrated.

Suddenly you start experiencing a severe pain in your
chest that starts to radiate out into your arm and up into
your jaw. You are only about five miles from the nearest
hospital, but unfortunately you don’t know if you’ll be able
to make it that far. What can you do? You’ve been trained
in CPR but they didn’t tell you how to perform it on yourself.

Since many people are alone when they suffer a heart
attack, this article seemed to be in order. Without help, the
person whose heart stops beating properly and who begins
to feel faint has only about 10 seconds before losing
consciousness.

However, these victims can help themselves by coughing
repeatedly and very vigorously. A deep breath should be
taken before each cough.

The cough must be deep and prolonged, as when
producing sputum from deep inside the chest, and a cough
must be repeated about every two seconds without let-up
until help arrives, or until the heart is felt to be beating
normally again. Deep breaths get oxygen into the lungs
and coughing movements squeeze the heart and keep the
blood circulating.

The squeezing pressure on the heart helps it regain
normal rhythm. In this way heart attack victims can get to
hospital.

Tell as many other people as possible about this - it
could save their lives!

(From Communicator Spring 2004)

TAKING THE WWWORRY OFF THE HIGHWAYS

The public can help keep Hampshire’s roads and
pavements better maintained and well-lit by reporting faults
on a Hampshire County Council highways website so that
anyone who spots non-emergency faults can alert the
highways department simply and quickly.

The website also has facts, figures and policies to answer
a range of questions on highways services from winter
salting to grass cutting. In emergency weather situations
for example, it’s a faster way for people to find out when
roads are being salted or why their road hasn’t been salted.
They can also send questions on traffic issues.

Problems such as broken streetlights, potholes, blocked
roads, drains or damaged traffic signs can be reported 24
hours a day by logging on to www.hants.gov.uk/highways
For people who prefer to use the telephone, the Council
recently launched the Hampshire Highways local rate
number Tel: 0845 850 4422.

Executive Member for Environment, Councillor Keith
Estlin, said: “While we have a regular inspection programme
to keep checks on the safety and condition of our 6,000
mile network, the public can help us be more responsive
by alerting us to any faults we may not be aware of. Research
with the public has told us that highway and footway
maintenance is one of their key concerns and we’re making
it quicker and easier for them to tell us about problems.

“I hope this new facility, alongside our telephone service,
will also enable people to find answers to many other
questions on highways issues and I would encourage the
public to give us their feedback.”

DISCOVER HAMPSHIRE’S COUNTRYSIDE

Anyone looking for ideas for days out this summer can
pick up a free copy of ‘Discover Hampshire’s Countryside’
- a guide to more than 100 of the county’s wonderful
countryside attractions.

Produced by Hampshire County Council in partnership
with North Hampshire Tourism, East Hampshire District
Council and Test Valley Borough Council, the booklet
contains a wealth of useful information about interesting
destinations in the county - from historic houses and sites to
fun-packed family days out.

Whether it’s exploring the wonderful gardens of Sir
Harold Hillier Gardens in Ampfield near Romsey, or visiting
the county’s only working windmill in Bursledon - the guide
offers something for all tastes.

For creative types and history lovers, the guide also lists
museums and arts and crafts attractions across the county.

Gastronomes will find information about food and drink
hotspots in ‘A Taste of Hampshire’, a section detailing local
producers in the county - from Ringwood Brewery to Mill
Farm near Alton, which offers a self-guided farm trail.

The booklet also provides a useful map, which identifies
the location of the listed attractions, details of special events
and open days taking place this year, as well as vouchers
offering discounts at many of the destinations.

‘Discover Hampshire’s Countryside’ is available at the
Information Centre in Waterlooville library.

It can also be obtained by calling 0800 028 0888
(freephone within Hampshire) or 01271 336136 for those
calling from outside Hampshire. Online ordering is possible
at      http://www.
holidays-in-the-uk.co.uk/hampshire/brochure_2003.asp

SUBWAY GETTING MAKEOVER



these provide frontline services, such as teachers and
social workers, directly delivering a range of important
services to the community The County Council was re-
assessed at the end of last year by the Audit
Commission, which reconfirmed its ‘excellent’ rating -
one of only 26 authorities nationwide to receive this top
ranking. We employ first class staff in order to continue
to provide the first-class services that Hampshire
residents expect. Officers are also carrying out a ‘root
and branch’ review of costs for Cabinet consideration.

Q: What sort of council tax increase can we expect in
future years?
A: It is difficult to forecast because it depends upon
the rate of grant loss. The best estimate is between 7
per cent to 8 per cent in both 2005/06 and 2006/07.

Q: What do you think about the proposed changes to
council tax in the future to make it fairer?
A: We have made representations to the
Government’s balance of funding review that council tax,
as a form of property tax, is basically sound. However, it
has been taking too great a burden in financing
Government’s spending plans culminating in the
unsustainable 15 per cent increase in 2003/04.
Government has recognised this with its extra grant for
2004/05 so that it meets a fairer share from its tax
revenues. We have suggested improvements to the
number of council tax bands and the ratio between
them, better to reflect the ability to pay. We have also
suggested that Government needs to review its benefits
system and thresholds so more assistance can be given
to those on fixed incomes who need it, including
pensioners. We have also suggested that there would
be less strain on council tax, and less reliance on
Government grant, if business rates were returned to
local control with appropriate safeguards on the rate of
increase.

Q: Why does the County Council’s cost consistently go
up by more than the rate of inflation?
A: There are a number of reasons for this. Pay
inflation tends generally to be higher than retail price
inflation. There are a number of other cost increases
imposed which have to be met, for example the increase
in employers’ national insurance contributions last year
and landfill tax last year and this year. Price inflation in
the private sector for residential care and other
contracted services (such as repairs and maintenance
of buildings) has also been much higher than the RPI.
Higher standards on waste disposal and increased
volumes are another pressure. There are also increased
numbers of children in care, often requiring very costly
individual placements, and increased numbers of frail
elderly requiring care at home, and in residential
nursing care to free up hospital beds. Government-
ordered increases in the education budget were also
not fully funded by Government in 2003/04. Finally, when
cost increases are more than Government grant
received, the difference falls on the council tax bill. As
council tax is just under 40 per cent of our income, the
council tax bill goes up by 2.5 times the spending
increase.

Q: Has the County Council consulted with the public
over this rise, and what did they say?
A: We started the budget consultation back in July
2003 with a community workshop, facilitated by MORI.
This had a representative sample of Hampshire
residents (by age, gender, socio-economic group and
geographical location) to consider budget options
assuming five, seven and nine per cent council tax rises.
They felt that a seven per cent rise was appropriate to
maintain services at existing levels. Similar consultations
with specific stakeholders - business interests, residents
and council taxpayer associations, voluntary sector, local
strategic partnerships, and Schools Forum produced a
similar consensus. (The seven per cent rise is equivalent
to the 4.7 per cent rise now recommended following the
extra Government grant).




