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Chichester Harbour

Here’s a cool idea! Following the disaster
in London, East Anglian Ambulance Service
has launched an “In case of Emergency
(ICE)” campaign with the support of
Falklands war hero Simon Weston.

The idea is that you store the word “ I C E “
in your mobile phone address book, and
against it enter the number of the person you
would want to be contacted “In Case of
Emergency”.

In an emergency situation ambulance and
hospital staff will then be able to quickly find
out who your next of kin are and be able to
contact them.

It’s so simple that everyone can do it. Please
will you also E-mail this to everybody in your
address book, it won’t take too many
‘forwards’ before everybody will know about
this. It really could save your life, or put a loved
one’s mind at rest. For more than one contact
name ICE1, ICE2, ICE3 etc.

Note: This article was suggested by one of
our readers and has also been featured in the
national press.

In Case of Emergency (ICE)

The next meeting of the Waterlooville and District Residents Association
is 7.30pm on Thursday 6th October at the Waterlooville Community Centre

www.theratepayer.org.uk

INSIDE ...
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Allotments
Beat Wise
Bonfires
Plus the regular features



2



3



4

For those of you unable to come to our meetings, or
those of you thinking about coming to our meetings, I have
been asked to write this review of our discussion topics.

Cowplain Central Area – Don Foyle arranged for the
removal of a badly placed, unnecessary sign to a safer
location. Don also arranged the re-instatement of the
litterbin near the recycling banks and notified us of
problems concerning youths climbing on the recycling
banks.

Planning Applications – We receive the weekly
Planning Bulletins from Havant BC and comment upon
them as required. We have shown our support to the
residents of Gladys Avenue regarding various applications
in that area.

Bus Lanes – We have commented upon them and the
problems involved in their construction but fear they are
fait accompli however we will continue to monitor the
situation particularly in Cowplain where it is proposed to
run the two bus lanes in tandem on the shops side of the
A3. Bearing in mind many people will need to cross the
road to get to the proposed Doctors’ Surgery we feel an
accident is waiting to happen when residents are faced
with an unfamiliar environment. What is the norm in London
etc is not in the opinion of many, necessary or needed in
Cowplain, still a village in the eyes of many older residents.

Mobile Phones in Libraries – We wrote to the Library
Service to try and get their use banned in Hampshire as
Portsmouth already has a ban. The request fell on deaf
ears.

Police Updates – We are fortunate to have a local beat
bobby present at our meetings. They can update us on
the current crime figures etc and take back any problems
we report to the appropriate officer.

We would like to thank the Inspector in charge at
Waterlooville Police Station for allowing them to attend.

Headstone Testing – a member was distressed to find
their loved ones headstone flattened by the wholesale
toppling by testers in the name of Health and Safety. After
protracted correspondence it was clear we were getting
nowhere. We did however write finally and ask that more
care and sensitivity be used in the continuance of this
disgraceful practice.

Wheely Bins – The Committee arranged to meet the
information team from Havant BC where we had an
interesting discussion regarding the forthcoming bi-weekly
collections. This subject is again fait accompli and I feel it
might have been better had associations such as ours
been involved in discussion before decisions were made.

PAWES (Now Purbrook and Widley Residents’
Association (PAWRA) – at the instigation of PAWES Linda
Bowden, our Chairman, attended their inaugural meeting,
in an advisory capacity to enable their smooth transition to
PAWRA. This attendance is ongoing and we wish them well
in the future.

Major Development Area (MDA) and Havant
Borough District Wide Local Plan – These have been
discussed at length, exhibitions visited and our comments
put forward as necessary. We particularly commented that
the format of some of the documents sent out was not very
clear and that the lack of publicity resulted in poor
attendance at the exhibitions.

To sum up we have had a busy half-year. The need for
new blood is as urgent as ever. That the magazine
continues is down to the stalwart efforts of Michael and
Geoff.

I would also like to thank Kim our new Secretary for
taking over when I was forced to perform the Secretary’s
duties at short notice.

On behalf of the Committee, Linda Bowden joins me in
asking for your support so that we can continue fighting
the many problems that affect those resident in Cowplain,
Hart Plain, Stakes and Waterloo and that part of Lovedean
lying within our boundaries.

Half Yearly Review
David Pink, Vice Chairman

There have been a few changes in the Waterlooville
Beat Office over the last few months, we have seen PC
Chris Young return to the Town Centre Beat and has wasted
no time in getting the town Pub Watch Scheme back up
and running.

There have been a few technological changes to the
way we work with a new radio system and computer
system being implemented Force wide, which should
greatly assist all police officers in their day-to-day roles.

I’m sure you are all aware of the road works that have
started in Waterlooville Town Centre and very shortly to
start in the Cowplain area. This is the second phase of the
Bus Priority Lane which will run from Widley to Horndean
and will not only give us a much improved public transport
system but will also be covered by CCTV camera’s which
will be of great benefit to ourselves in detecting and solving
crime and anti social behaviour in the Waterlooville area.

On my own beat over the last few months we had a
graffiti problem with youths spraying their “tags” on bus
stops and private property in and around the Hazelton
area of Cowplain.

There were two nights in particular where many
properties and indeed whole bus stops were covered in
these tags. The local council and companies which
included BT and NTL were very good in responding to
local residents calls to remove the graffiti. The local
Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator along with myself hand
delivered around 250 letters asking residents to report
any graffiti or more importantly any suspicious activity
directly to the police. The response I got from local residents
was great and along with increased high visibility patrols in
the area the problem has not re-occurred.

The hot weather over the last few weeks has been great
but it does leave our houses and cars very vulnerable to
the thief who will take any opportunity to part you from
your hard earned belongings. Remember that by leaving
your windows open it leaves you open to become a victim
of crime. Don’t leave valuables out where they can be seen
or they may go.

This is also the time of year we go on our summer
holidays leaving our houses empty for one or two weeks, a
few easy measures to take would be plugging a few lamps
into timers to give the impression that someone is at home
and asking a trusted friend to visit the property once a
day. These measures although very simple can be very
effective.

Take care and enjoy the summer
PC Colin Campbell, Cowplain Beat Officer

BEAT WISE
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EDITORIAL NOTICES
Old Ratepayer magazines, photos and news cuttings
I am always willing to give a good home to any of these
and can promise they will be well looked after.  Tel: 9224
0653.
Age Concern Cowplain - will be holding Coffee
Mornings on Friday the 2nd September and Friday 7th
October from 10am to 11.45am at the Borrow Day
Centre, Padnell Road, Cowplain (Opposite Co op). Stalls,
raffles, etc. All welcome to attend. Representatives of the
Pensions Advisory Service will be in attendance.
St. Wilfrid's Church will be holding a Cakes Bakes
with TRAIDCRAFT on Saturday 24th September from
10am to 12 noon at the Age Concern Hall, Padnell
Road, Cowplain.
SNAP (Say No And Phone) disco will take place on
Saturday 24th September from 7pm to 11pm at the
Havant Leisure Centre. These events enable 11 - 17
year olds to enjoy a good night out in a drug and
alcohol free environment. Entry is by ticket, £4 in
advance. Tel: 9247 6026 or visit Havant or Waterlooville
Leisure Centres. Supported by Neighbourhood Watch
and the Local Police.
Watelooville and District Philatelic Society will meet
on Friday 16th September at the Westbrook Hall,
Tempest Avenue, from 7.30pm to 9.30pm. Subject: 'Of
ice and men' Margaret Wharton.
St George's Church, Waterlooville holds Coffee
Mornings every Wednesday and Friday from 10am to
12 noon in St George's Hall. All proceeds to charity.
Waterlooville Town Market - each Friday in the
Precinct.
St. George's Market is held every Thursday in St.
George's Church Hall, Waterlooville, 9.30am - 11.30am.
Home made cakes, produce, cards, crafts, eggs, plants,
etc. Coffee and tea also available.
RE-ACTION (Tools for self-reliance) - If you have any
tools suitable for refurbishment then contact Bob Ginger
Tel: 9226 8762.

Ark Angels are holding Table-Top Sales with
refreshments on Saturday 3rd September at St George's
Hall, Waterlooville from 10.30am to 3.30pm and on Saturday
17th September at Lovedean Village Hall from 1.30pm to
3.30pm. All proceeds to support Stubbington Ark Animal
Shelter. Tel: 9278 7233 for more details.

Lovedean Village Hall will hold a Jumble Sale on
Saturday 10th September from 1.30pm and a Car Boot
and Table Top Sale on Sunday 2nd October from 2pm.
Tel: 9259 3904 or 9259 6636 for details.

Rowans Hospice Support Group will hold a Harvest
Market on Saturday 24th September from 10am to 12 noon
at the Deverell Hall, Purbrook.
Cowplain Activity Centre – Reopened on 22nd August
afterhall floor replacement. A welcome awaits all
previous uses. Tel: 9226 7029.

Denmead Bridge Club - At  a July meeting of the club,
a charity bridge competition raised £80-00 on the evening
for the Rowans Hospice in Purbrook. After further donations
were received from members not able to be present, a
cheque for £100-00 was sent to the Hospice.

The next charity evening will be held in December. Anyone
wishing to play bridge is welcome to come along to the
weekly meetings held in the Community Centre, School
Land, Denmead from 7pm to 10pm. The Secretary is David
White, who will be pleased to provide any information about
the bridge club. His telephone number is Tel: 9261 7201.

CHRISTMAS 2005
Yes I know you are probably still trying to recover from

the excesses of your summer holiday but the next bank
account draining episode, Christmas, is not too far away.

If you are planning an event during the festive period
then I need to know by the end of September.

Please submit your material to the Business Manager –
contact details on Page 9.

The allotment gardens as we know them today originated
from the enclosure legislation of the 18th and 19th Centuries
and the word “Allotment” originates from land being allotted
to an individual member under an enclosure award. The
most important of the Acts was the General Enclosure Act
1845 which required that provision be made for the landless
poor to be given a field garden of about ¼ acre. At the time
these were located in rural areas.

But during the latter half of the 19th century parcels of
land in urban areas began to be used as allotments and
the value of plots for the use of the urban working class
began to be recognised especially in Portsmouth where
high density housing, often without gardens was
widespread.

The First World War prompted a huge growth in the
number of allotments from 600,000 to 1½ million although
many of the temporary sites reverted to their original use.

The Second World War again saw a surge in activity
prompted by the ‘Dig’ for Victory Campaign in which some
1,300,000 tonnes of food was produced, thus reducing the
need for imports from our Allies and the risk involved. Even
the dry moat surrounding the Tower of London was
converted to allotments.

There are still 250,000 allotment holders in England and
Wales and anyone who has tuned into Jeremy Vine on
Radio Two each Friday will be aware of the value of
allotments. The plot forms an important part of their life
providing as they do access to affordable, fresh vegetables,
fruit and flowers with the added benefits of physical exercise
and social activity regardless of age, race, culture and sex.
It is a place where people can indulge in two of life’s passions
– gardening and talking – and can do them in the peace
and quiet of an allotment site.

Mike Hill, Hon. Treasurer of the Waterlooville and Cowplain
Allotments and Gardens Association, submitted this article.
The Trading Hut at the Forest End garage site is open
every Saturday and Sunday between 10am and 12 noon
with the exception of December. Membership costs £2-50
and you do not have to rent an allotment to belong!

(To be concluded in a future edition of the magazine)

Allotment Gardens
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WATERLOOVILLE AND DISTRICT
RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

(Covering the Wards of Cowplain, Stakes, Waterlooville
and Hart Plain including part of Lovedean)
Affiliated to the Hants. Fed. of Residents’ Associations
President: Mr. D. Foyle I.S.M., Tel: 9225 7467
Vice President: Mrs. J. Rea, Tel: 9225 8261
Chairman: Mrs. L. Bowden, 7 Lancaster Way,
Waterlooville. Tel: 9225 4806
Vice Chairman: Mr. D. Pink, Tel: 9224 0653.
Hon. Treasurer: Mr. N. Chedzey, 103 Sutton Road,
Cowplain, Waterlooville, PO8 8PT, Tel: 9242 6575
Hon. Secretary & Minutes Secretary: Miss Kim Readman
Distribution Manager: Mrs Walker, Tel: 9225 7305

ADVERTISING
There is no advertising space currently available.
For other enquiries contact the Business Manager
at 11 Ruskin Way, Waterlooville, PO8 8JX.
or email business@theratepayer.org.uk

NEXT BLOOD DONATION SESSIONS
Friday October 7th 1:30pm to 3:25pm and 4:30pm to

7:15pm at St Wilfrid's Church, Padnell Road, Cowplain.
Tuesday October 11th 1:30pm to 3:25pm and 4:30pm

to 7:15pm at WACA (Rear of ASDA).

USEFUL INFORMATION
Waterlooville Police Station: Swiss Road Waterlooville,
Hants. PO7 7FX. Tel: 999 in emergencies or 0845 045
4545 for non-emergency calls, giving your details, your
address or location, and the information or assistance you
require. The switchboard should then put you through to
the relevant department to assist you. Most incidents will be
attended by an officer from one of the shifts, with the
community beat officer concentrating on long term
problems. You can also leave information only messages
dealt with in strict confidence, on the Crimestoppers Tel:
0800 555 111.
Registrar of Births and Deaths: “Fernglen” Town Hall
Road, Havant. Tel: 9248 2533. Hours: Mon - Fri 9am - 1pm.
Mon and Tue 2pm - 3.30pm.
Citizens’ Advice Bureau, Swiss Cottage, 9 St. Georges
Walk (Hambledon Road) Waterlooville. Tel: 9271 7700
(Answerphone out of hours). Hours: Mon, Wed, Thu and
Fri 10am – 3pm.  Telephone advice available 1pm to 3pm
on Wed and 10am to 3pm on Thu on Tel: 08701 264 858.
Age Concern Day Centres
Cowplain: Borrow Day Centre, London Road. Tel: 9226
6423.
Disabled Information and Advice Line (DIAL) Tel: 9282
4853 (answer phone when closed).
Good Neighbours Schemes: Cowplain Tel: 9225 4090.
Waterlooville Tel: 9226 6005. (Help line 9am - 6 pm. Mon
to Fri. For assistance with collecting prescriptions, lifts,
small odd jobs and errands.)
Community Centres and Halls:
Westbrook Hall Tel:9243 2828, Wecock Tel: 9225 8423,
Waterlooville Tel: 9225 6823, Cowplain Tel: 9226 7029,
Stakes Tel: 9224 0166, Merchistoun Hall Tel: 9259 7114,
Lovedean Village Hall Tel: 9259 6636. Deverell Hall
Purbrook Tel: 9243 0217.
Havant and District MENCAP, Anders House, Milton
Road. Available for hire. Tel: 9225 7636.
Street Lighting Defects These should be reported on
Tel: 0800 50 60 60 quoting the number on the lamp post.
Horndean Garden Group - Late Summer Show at
Lovedean Village Hall on Sat 3rd Sep from 1.30pm to 4pm.
Free entrance.

BT & PO Pensioners meet 1st Tue 1.30pm - 3.30pm at
Cosham Community Centre. Tel: 9247 5593.
Cowplain and Horndean Sunshine Club: Age
Concern, Borrow Day Centre, alternate Fri at 2pm. Tel:
9234 3709.
Renaissance Social Group meets monthly on Thu
evenings in a local pub. New unattached members aged
55+ and from a professional background welcome to
join this non-profit making group. For details Tel: 9252
2324 or e-mail keith.mills167@ntlworld.com.
Waterlooville Scottish Country Dancers: The British
Legion Hall, Waterlooville. Mon 8pm. Tel: 9259 2109.
Bonsai Clubs - Solent group meets last Fri of the month
at Wallington Village Hall, Fareham from 7.30pm - 10pm.
Waterlooville for details of venue and times Tel: B. Benham
9226 6292 (both clubs).
C.A.M.E.O. (ex Waterlooville Homemakers) meet
W.A.C.A. 10am to 12noon 3rd Tue. Tel: 9226 9291 or
9259 6970. New member welcomed.
Waterlooville Afternoon Townswomen’s Guild meet
2nd, 3rd and 4th Tue at British Legion Hall, Forest End,
2pm to 4pm. Visitors welcome. Details: Tel: 9225 3714.
Waterlooville Amateur Wine Circle meet every 2nd Tue
at 8pm, British Legion Hall, Forest End. Tel: 9259 4215 or
9259 1354 or 9259 1265.
The Lobster Pot Amateur Wine Circle meet third Tue at
8pm at R.N.A, Aston Road, Waterlooville. Tel: 9225 4826
or 9226 4877.
Denmead Bridge Club meets Monday evenings at the
Denmead Community Centre, School Lane, Denmead
from 7pm to 10pm. Contact the Secretary, David White,
on Tel: 9261 7201 for further information.
Cowplain Social Bridge Club meet on Thursdays, 7pm
to 10pm at the Borrow Day Centre, Padnell Road,
Cowplain. Tel: 9225 7978 for details.
Horndean Bridge Club meets at Napier Hall, Wed.
1pm - 4pm. Tel: 9259 3309 for details.
Horndean & District Amateur Radio Club meets first
and fourth Tue at Lovedean Village Hall from 7.30pm -
10pm. Further information Tel: 9261 2687 or 9247 2846.
Hampshire Wildlife Trust (South Downs Branch) Tel:
9259 2317 for details of membership and meetings.
Havant Cage Bird Society meets at Bedhampton Social
Club, Bedhampton Road, Bedhampton 1st Wed from
8pm. Tel: 9259 5064.
Havant & District Writer’s Circle meets at Havant Arts
Centre on the 3rd Wed at 7.30pm. All writers from
beginners to advanced welcome. Tel: 9259 3057 for
details.
Waterlooville Womans Luncheon Club meets 3rd Wed
at The Mead End, Denmead. Contact Tel: 9263 2620.
Blendworth Brass Band meets at Blendworth Church
Centre, Thu 7.30pm - 9pm. Experienced and new
players welcomed. Tel: 9259 3309 for details.
BINGO takes place each Wed at 7.15pm at Age
Concern Hall, Padnell Road, Cowplain. Tel: 9234 3709 for
further information.
Horndean Garden Group - meet 2nd Tuesday at 7.30pm
in Lovedean Village Hall (Small). For details Tel: 9264 8671.
Purbrook Harmony Chorus - Ladies Barbershop meets
every Wednesday from 7.30pm – 10pm at Christchurch
Hall, Widley. New members welcome. Tel: 9235 3121 for
details.
Family History Group – If you want to learn how to trace
your ancestors then go to Staunton Park School, Leigh
Park on 2nd and 4th Tuesday from 7.30pm – 9pm.  For
details visit www.stauntoninfo.co.uk.
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Champions in first season!

GARDEN BONFIRES

Air Pollution
Burning garden waste produces smoke, especially if it

is damp and smouldering. This will contain pollutants
including carbon monoxide, dioxins and particles. Burning
plastic, rubber or painted materials not only creates an
unpleasant smell but also produces a range of poisonous
compounds. Your bonfire will also add to the general
background level of air pollution.

Health Effects
Emissions from bonfires can have damaging health

effects. Serious harm is unlikely if exposure to bonfire smoke
is brief. However problems may be caused for asthmatics,
bronchitis sufferers, people with heart conditions and
children.

The bonfire gets its name from the medieval bon-fire of animal bones. While modern day bonfire ingredients may not
be as gruesome, they still cause pollution and local nuisance. These days barbeques are also a popular outdoor activity
that can cause localised air pollution as well as noise problems, especially on hot summer days and evenings.

WHAT’S WRONG WITH BONFIRES?

It is a common misconception that there are specific
byelaws that prohibit garden bonfires or specify times they
can be lit - there aren’t.

Very occasionally a bonfire is the best practicable way
to dispose of garden waste that cannot be composted -
such as diseased plant material or tough woody waste. If
only dry garden waste is burnt the occasional bonfire should
not cause a major problem.

However, where a neighbour is causing a problem by
burning rubbish, the law is on your side. Under the
Environmental Protection Act (EPA) 1990, a statutory
nuisance includes “smoke, fumes or gases emitted from
premises so as to be prejudicial to health or a nuisance”.

In practice, to be considered a statutory nuisance, a
bonfire would have to be a persistent problem, interfering
substantially with your well being, comfort or enjoyment of
your property. If a bonfire of industrial/commercial waste is
emitting black smoke it is dealt with under the Clean Air
Act 1993.

Annoyance
The smoke, smuts, and smell from bonfires are the

subject of many complaints to local authorities. Smoke
prevents your neighbours from enjoying their gardens,
opening windows or hanging washing out, and reduces
visibility in the neighbourhood and on roads. Allotments
near homes can cause particular problems if plot holders
persistently burn waste.

Safety
Fire can spread to fences or buildings and cans are a

hazard when rubbish is burned. Piles of garden waste are
often used as a refuge by animals, so look out for hibernating
wildlife and sleeping pets

The source of this article is the National Society for Clean Air. They can be contacted on Tel: 01273 878770, or visit
www.nsca.org.uk. The article was prompted separately by a Committee member and a reader.

If bothered by smoke, approach your neighbour and
explain the problem. You might feel awkward, but they
may not be aware if the distress they are causing and it will
hopefully make them more considerate in the future. If this
fails, contact your local council’s environmental health
department. They must investigate your complaint and
can issue a nuisance abatement notice under the EPA. The
Act also allows you to take private action in the magistrate’s
court.

The NSCA Fact sheet ‘Pollution, Nuisance and the Law’
explains the situation in more detail. If the fire is only
occasional it is unlikely to be considered a nuisance in law.

Similarly, if you are being troubled by bonfires from
different neighbours, each only burning occasionally, a
nuisance action would be difficult, as there are several
offenders. In this situation encourage them to consider the
alternatives - give them a copy of this leaflet! Finally, under
the Highways Act 1980 anyone lighting a fire and allowing
smoke to drift across a road faces a fine if it endangers
traffic. Contact the police in this case.

HORNDEAN HOPPERS PRE SCHOOL
(CHAR REG 1077981)

‘Nearly New Sale’ of Children’s Clothing, Equipment
and Toys Saturday 8th October 2005 at Lovedean Village
Hall, 2pm to 4pm. Sellers must have a sellers number and
sellers pack for terms and conditions. Contact Tel: 9279
9670.

The club hold their meetings (1st and 4th Tuesday each
month) at: Lovedean Village Hall (Small Hall), 160 Lovedean
Lane, Lovedean. Commencing at 7.30pm and visitors are
always very welcome.

Stuart Swain, is the Club Secretary. He can be contacted
on Tel: 9247 2846 or e-mail: g0fyx@msn.com Please note
that the 0 in his e-mail address is a zero.

Alternatively visit the Club’s website at www.qsl.net/g4fbs.

BONFIRES AND THE LAW

“IS YOUR ELECTRIC BLANKET SAFE?
Recent checks in Hampshire have found only 45% of

electric blankets to be safe to use. This year Hampshire
County Council Trading Standards Officers have teamed
up with Hampshire Fire and Rescue Service and Havant
Borough Council to provide more opportunities to get
your blanket tested. The test is free but space is limited
and you do need to book an appointment on Tel: 01329
316183. The date for testing is Thursday 13th October
and the venue is Havant Fire Station, Park Way, Havant.
Be a bright spark and get your blanket tested.”

WATERLOOVILLE SOUTH COMMUNITY BOARD
Meet at Deverell Hall, London Road, Purbrook on

Wednesday 28th September at 6.30pm. Members of the
public and residents are welcome to attend. Contact Cllr
Moss Tel: 9235 3921 or Pam Cooper Tel: 9225 3941 for
more information.

HORNDEAN & DISTRICT
AMATEUR RADIO

CLUB

Help in Bereavement - Trained visitors to stand
by you when you need a friend. Tel: 9266 8884.
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