
1

THE

RATEPAYER
MAGAZINE

Vol. 55 No. 6 NOVEMBER 2012

ISSUED FREE OF CHARGE Circulation 9,000

Published by the Waterlooville and District Residents' Association (Covering the Wards of Cowplain, Stakes,
Waterlooville and Hart Plain including part of Lovedean). Opinions expressed are those of the contributors. The Publishers
do not accept liability for advertisements, statements in articles or letters published. The Association reserves the right to withdraw or refuse
an advertisement if, in the opinion of the Association, the actions of the advertiser reflect badly on the Association and/or the Ratepayer
Magazine. All articles may be reproduced only in their entirety and must acknowledge their source.© 2012 W.& D.R.A.

MIKE ATTRIDGE
'BRICKWORK'

DECORATIVE GARDEN WALLS,
PATIOS AND ALL OTHER

BRICKWORK UNDERTAKEN

Free estimates with no obligation
Horndean-Lovedean-Cowplain

Clanfield-Waterlooville

  023 9259 9878
www.theratepayer.co.uk

Although 11th November commemorates the end of the
First World War, it has been the sufferings of servicemen
and women in recent years that have really touched the
British public.   Last year the people of Waterlooville were
amazingly generous, and gave the local Poppy Appeal its
highest total yet of £20,139 in a Hampshire total of
£1,325,000, with a national total of over £37 million.
The call upon that money remains as great as ever. As the
Prince of Wales has reminded us, while the press and
television draws our attention to those tragically killed, it is
the greater number of those who have been wounded
who first need the help of the Royal British Legion (RBL)
and other charities.
The period of RBL’s Poppy Appeal this year runs from
Saturday, 27th October to 10th November.  Once again we
have the support of our three supermarkets, ASDA, Lidl
and Waitrose, which all allow us to collect in their foyers.
There will be boxes in retail outlets, banks and office
premises, with their usual kind permission.   If anyone feels
they would like to help collect, I would be grateful if they
would contact me on  9232 5538. Even in these difficult
economic times, we trust that the response will be as
generous as ever.
Thank you, most sincerely,
Richard Hill Brown, Poppy Appeal Organiser, Waterlooville.

--  --
Remembrance Day and the Two Minute Silence have been
observed since the end of the First World War, but their
relevance remains undiminished. When we bow our heads
in reflection, we remember those who fought for our
freedom during the two World Wars. But we also mourn
and honour those who have lost their lives in more recent
conflicts. Today, with troops on duty in Afghanistan and
other trouble spots around the world, Remembrance, and
this two minute tribute, is as important as ever.

 Remembrance
Sunday

-  this year it falls
exactly on the
11th November

RESIDENTS' ASSOCIATION
MEETING

7.30pm, Thursday 13th December in
Cowplain Activity Centre

All welcome

Falklands War 30th Anniversary - 2012 is the 30th
anniversary of one of the shortest but most memorable
conflicts that British Armed Forces have been involved in,
partly due to extensive television coverage. In April 1982
Argentinean forces landed on the Falkland Islands and
after just over 2 months, they surrendered and Port Stanley
was liberated. The effects are still being felt by many today.
255 British Service personnel died during the Falklands
War but the number of men who still live with the effects of
the war stretches into thousands.
Some are scarred physically, whilst others even 30 years
on, still bear the psychological scars of Post Traumatic
Stress Disorder.
The Royal British Legion has helped - and is helping -
many Falkland veterans and their families. We have seen
these heroes through difficult financial times, worked to
get them the pensions they are entitled to and given them
the support they need to make a fresh start.
To honour all our heroes, please buy a Poppy, wear it with
pride and show the brave men and women who fought in
the two World Wars, the Falklands War, Iraq, Afghanistan
and all the other conflicts that they are not forgotten.

Good Neighbours expand their coverage
The Waterlooville and Purbrook Good Neighbours group
has decided to expand its coverage to include Cowplain.
So any residents of Cowplain who have difficulty getting to
medical appointments, doing shopping, or doing small
tasks around the home, or anyone who is lonely and would
like someone to pop in for a chat and a cuppa, can ring 
9226 6005 to see if we can help.
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Obituary – Patricia (Pat) Palmer
Many readers and supporters will be saddened to learn
of the loss of Pat after a long illness.
The wife of Len Palmer, our former highly respected
Chairman, they supported one another throughout their
long marriage in which both were involved with a variety of
Community organisations.
Pat came from the Isle of Wight, studied Matriculation at
School and took up Secretarial work upon leaving.
Following their marriage they moved to the Mainland where
Len’s work meant several moves before finally settling in
Cowplain.
Despite family commitments Pat found the energy to work
as a School Secretary and finally as a Dinner Lady at
Hartplain Infants until retirement.
A keen Bowler and Knitter she kept busy during her
retirement until health problems intervened. A regular
worshipper at St George’s Church, Waterlooville her many
friends joined her Family there to Celebrate her Life.
On behalf of the Officers, Committee and Members I send
Condolences to Len, David and Rosemary and the rest of
the Family on this sad occasion.
                                                        David Pink Chairman

The men of Combined Operations Pilotage Parties (COPP)
had a memorial installed on the seafront, Hayling Island in
July, in memory of their heroic contribution to the allied
war effort.
The top secret COPP Depot was set up in 1943 on Hayling
Island under the instruction of Lord Louis Mountbatten.
Small teams of sailors and soldiers trained as frogmen and
canoeists for covert beach reconnaissance and other
essential secret operations prior to the Allied landings on
enemy occupied territory throughout the world.
It is recognised that their brave work safe guarded the
lives of countless allied servicemen.
Six soldiers from the 24thRegiment Royal Engineers
Commandos drove cross country from Cornwall, to deliver
the granite pillar, weighing almost 12 tonnes, from the
Duchy of Cornwall quarry in Liskeard. The stone was
donated to the cause by Ian Piper a stonemason. Ian’s
team shaped the memorial and sculptured the combined
operations badge.
Robin Walton, the organiser of this prestigious heroes
memorial said; “The idea of using the Cornish granite came
from the fund’s patron, HRH the Prince of Wales. As Lord
Louis Mountbatten ordered the formation of COPP it is
fitting that his daughter, Countess Patricia Mountbatten,
should officially unveil the memorial for us later this year.
This was a very proud moment for me and the people who
have helped make this possible. Without donations of
funding and a lot of hard work this might not have happened
at all.
Councillor Leah Turner, of Havant Borough Council said;
“I am delighted to have been able to assist Robin Walton in
this wonderful project, and am so pleased to see the
memorial take pride of place on the Hayling Island seafront,
remembering these brave men who served our country
so well.”
The official dedication and unveiling of the World War II
memorial, by Countess Mountbatten, took place in
September; the memorial is located opposite Sea Grove
Avenue, Hayling Island Sea Front.

The Chairman
After over 6 highly successful and productive years David
Pink has decided to stand down as Chairman of the
Waterlooville and District Residents’ Association; from March
2013 the Association will need a new Chairman or
Chairperson.
If you are interested in what goes on in your local community
and want to assist residents’ sort out a problem that is
affecting their lives or want to try and influence the decisions
and actions taken by various authorities and organisations,
then this post is for you.
The person filling this voluntary post will need to:
• Chair regular public and Association Committee

meetings normally 11 annually or as required, write
succinct and forthright letters to various official bodies.

• Attend meetings on behalf of the Association and
report the proceedings of these meetings to public
and Association Committee meetings.

• Write a bi-annual Chairman’s report for publication
in the March and September editions of The
Ratepayer.

Full secretarial support will be provided and reasonable
expenses will be paid; having access to the Internet would
be an advantage. If the idea of being our Chairman takes
your interest then please contact David Pink on 9224 0653
in the first instance. Nominees will be required to have at
least 1 year’s continuous membership of the Waterlooville
and District Residents Association. Only written nominations
will be considered and in the absence of the nominee their
written consent will be required. Nominees shall be strictly
unaligned with any political party.

Air Traffic Control to pilot
“Speed Bird 2341, for noise abatement reasons turn right
45 Degrees.”
“Centre, we are at 35,000 feet. How much noise can we
make up here?”
“Sir, have you ever heard the noise a Boeing 747 makes
when it hits a Boeing 727?”

Top secret heroes
remembered at
last
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Old photos and news cuttings - I am always willing to give
a good home to any of these and can promise they will be
well looked after.  9224 0653.
St George's Church Hall, Waterlooville, holds Coffee
Mornings every Wednesday and Friday from 10am to 12
noon in St George's Hall. All proceeds to charity. Also a
Market every Thursday from 9.30am to 11.30am. Home
made cakes, produce, cards, crafts, eggs, plants, etc.
Refreshments also available.
Gospel Hall, Mill Road, Waterlooville, holds Coffee
Mornings each Friday, from 10am to 12 noon. Tea, coffee
and homemade cakes.
Waterlooville Town Market - each Friday in the Precinct.
Angel Radio - 101.1 FM - the nostalgia radio station serving
the local community. For information:  9248 1988, website:
www.angelradio.co.uk, email:  studio101.1@hotmail.co.uk
Age Concern H5O hold Coffee Mornings with advice
for the over 50's at The Beacon in the Meridian Shopping
Centre, Havant, from 10am to 12 noon, on the first Tuesday
of the month.
HAVANT FREEGLE - offer unwanted household items for
reuse by others, rather than dumping them?
Visit www.iloveFreegle.org.
Chat to a Friend in Hampshire Are you an older person
living alone or with someone else in Hampshire? If you need
information about services and facilities or help then  08000
323 456. The call is free, confidential and supportive.
Available 9am - 11pm, 365 days per year!
The Havant 50+ Forum meet from 1.30pm to 3.30pm, 1st
Monday of the month, at the Beacon (Upstairs) Meridian
Centre. Members of the public are welcome to attend.
Havant Borough Talking Newspaper, 19 East Street,
Havant. Information, guidance and comfort for the blind
and visually impaired.   9248 0101 or visit
www.hbtn.org.ukSt George's Ladies Group - meet socially
2nd and 4th Thu, 8pm, St George's Church Hall,
Waterlooville.
Southdowns Ladies Harmony Chorus meet every Wed
from 7.30pm to 10pm at All Saints Church Hall, Catherington
Lane,  9259 6312 for details.
Merchistoun Hall Monthly Indoor Market - Held first Friday
of each month 9am - 11.30am. Tables £5 - Contact Brenda
 9226 6622.
The Community Innovations Team can help older people
who are at risk of losing their independence but who currently
do not meet the criteria for support. Do you have concerns
regarding your health and wellbeing or find everyday
activities increasingly difficult? Call  9248 4687 or email
cit.havant@hants.gov.uk.
The Havant 50+ Forum meet from 1.30pm to 3.30pm, 1st
Monday of the month, at the Beacon (Upstairs) Meridian
Centre. Members of the public are welcome to attend.

Police and Crime Commissioner – an update
At the time of writing (1st October) six candidates had
registered for this post: David Goodall (Liberal Demoncrat),
Don Jerrard (Justice and Anti Corruption Party), Simon
Hayes (Independent) and Stephen West (UKIP);  these
are in addition to Michael Mates (Conservative) and Jacqui
Rayment (Labour). Voting takes place on November 15.
Visit: www.hampshirepoliceauthority.org for further details.

EDITORIAL NOTICES
 Cowplain – Got all those Christmas gifts

for around the tree? No! Then why not browse in our shop
for your Xmas presents? We love volunteers! Why not give
a few hours of your time to help others? If you think you can
help please call into the shop for a chat.

St. Wilfrid’s Church - Sat 3rd and Sun 4th Nov. Art and
Craft Weekend. Sat 10am - 5pm Sun 11am - 4pm Free
admission St. Wilfrid’s Church Lower Hall. Everyone
welcome.

Lovedean Village Hall Sat 3rd Nov., Antiques Fair
commencing at 10am; Sat 10th Nov., Jumble Sale and
Auction commencing 1.30pm. Contact Cynthia Harris on
 9259 3904 for details of both events.
U3A Waterlooville - 28th Nov., Mel Rees, My family and
other Setbacks. A Christmassy look at Family Life. No
meeting in December. For more details  9223 0942 or
http://www.waterloovilleu3a.org.uk/

Horndean & District Amateur Radio Club –  Nov. 1st
Natter night/social evening; 15th Nov., Club members 15
x minute talks; 6th Dec., Natter night/social evening, plus
mince pies! Meetings  held at Anders Hall, off Milton Road,
Waterlooville, Hants, PO7 6AW, starting at 7.30pm. Visitors
always welcome. Our website is www.hdarc.co.uk

The Acorn Centre, Wecock Farm, Waterlooville. Table
Top Sale. Fri. 23rd Nov., 9.30am to 12.30pm. Christmas
Sale with free Xmas craft activities for all ages.  9225
8423.

Sunshine Day Centre - The Sunshine Day Centre has
moved; their new home is 82 Jubilee Road, Waterlooville,
PO7 7RE, phone  9225 3010. Sunshine Day Centre was
set up in 2010 with the main aim to provide elderly
members of the community with an activity day centre like
no other.

The Purbrook& Widley Rowans Support Group are
holding a Xmas Market at Deverell Hall, London Road,
Purbrook on Saturday 17th Nov., from 10am to 12 noon.

Hampshire Walkers invite you to join a friendly walking
group who walk on Friday mornings, if you are interested
and can walk 5 miles or more please contact Anne Lee 
9225 0149.

Waterlooville and District Philatelic Society - meets on
Thur. 15th Nov., from 7.30pm, at Westbrook Hall, Tempest
Avenue. Subject: Member's Interest - any subject  9259
3987 for details.

Waterlooville Probus Club - Next meeting Tue 13th Nov.,
at lunchtime at the Mead End Inn, Denmead when Ian
Limb will be giving a talk entitled ‘Water - Source to Tap’.
If you are new to Probus, please contact the Secretary,
Colin Cox, on  9259 4112 before coming to the meeting
and to reserve a lunch. Our website
‘www.waterloovilleprobusclub.hampshire.org.uk’

The Portsmouth Chorus presents Seasonal
Celebrations – with Festival Brass and Portsmouth Chorus
Junior Choir. The Portsmouth Anglican Cathedral, Old
Portsmouth. Sat., 15th Dec. at 7.30pm Tickets: Adults £10
* Concessions £8 * Children £6. Tickets (non-refundable)
available on our website www.theportsmouthchorus.com
or from Gina Dore  9261 9726 Tickets will also be available
at the door. Reg. Charity No 1142515
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WATERLOOVILLE AND DISTRICT
RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

(Covering the Wards of Cowplain, Stakes, Waterlooville
and Hart Plain including part of Lovedean)
President: D. Foyle I.S.M.,  9225 7467
Vice President: F Rozzell,  9259 3198
Chairman: Mr. D. Pink, 74 Cherry Tree Avenue,
Cowplain, Hants. PO8 8AP.  9224 0653.
Vice Chairman: Mrs. J. Rea,  9225 8261
Hon. Treasurer: Mr. N. Chedzey, 103 Sutton Road,
Cowplain, Waterlooville, PO8 8PT,  9242 6575
Hon. Secretary & Minutes Secretary:
Hazel Matthews, 9226 8780
Distribution Manager: Mrs Walker,  9225 7305

ADVERTISING AND MAGAZINE ARTICLES
At present there is no advertising space available. For
general enquiries, comments, and corrections or to submit
an article please contact Geoff Lynch  the Business Manager/
Magazine Editor at 11 Ruskin Way, Waterlooville, PO8 8JX
or email: business@theratepayer.co.uk or  077038  81754.

NEXT BLOOD DONATION SESSIONS
Waterlooville  Community Centre (Behind ASDA): Tue
6 Nov. and 4 Dec., 11am to 1.30pm and 3pm to 5.30pm.
St Wilfrid's Church Hall, Cowplain - there are no blood

donation sessions in either Nov. or Dec.
National Blood Service Website - www.blood.co.uk  You

can pre-book appointments via  0300 123 23 23

USEFUL INFORMATION
Nearest Manned Police Station: Havant Police, Civic
Centre Road, Havant  999 in emergencies, 101 for non-
emergency calls or leave information only messages,
in strict confidence, on  Crimestoppers  0800 555 111.
Registrar of Births, Deaths and Marriages: Havant
Library, 1st Floor Meridian Centre, Havant, PO9 1UN or
Havant Plaza Registration Office, Civic Centre Road, Havant,
PO9 2AX Telephone for an appointment on  0845 603
5637 Mon - Fri 8am - 8pm, Sat 9.30am - 4pm.
Citizens’ Advice Bureau, Swiss Cottage, 9 St. Georges
Walk (Hambledon Road) Waterlooville. 'Drop-in' hours Mon/
Thu/Fri 10am to 1pm. Telephone advice Mon to Thu, 10am
to 2pm  0844 856 3407. Online Advice:
www.adviceguide.org.uk.
Disabled Information and Advice Line (DIAL)  9282
4853 (answer phone when closed).
Good Neighbours (covering Waterlooville, Purbrook
and Cowplain): For shopping, transport to medical
appointments, home visits, etc. Waterlooville  9226 6005.
Help line 9am - 6pm, Mon to Fri.
Website www.stgeorgesnews.org/goodneighbours.
Community Centres and Halls:

Westbrook Hall  9224 1080
The Acorn Centre, Wecock  9225 8423
Waterlooville  9225 6823
Cowplain  9226 7029
Merchistoun Hall  9259 7114
Lovedean Village Hall  9259 3904
Deverell Hall Purbrook  9243 0217
Havant and District MENCAP, Anders Hall, Milton
Road. Available for hire.  9278 7302
Springwood Community Bldg  9223 0330

Faulty street lighting, traffic lights or road defects?
Report to  0800 506 060 or visit www.hants.gov.uk and
follow link to 'report highway defect'. (Quote lamp post no)

EDUCATION AND YOUTH SERVICES
Area Education Officer (Area 3), Havant Local Education
Office, River Way, Havant,  9249 8200.
PRE-SCHOOL
Early Years Education and Family Services
For further information please contact reception staff at
Mill Hill Early Years Centre, Mill Road.  9224 0077.
Cowplain Community Pre-School, Hart Plain Avenue,
Waterlooville, PO8 8RY  9226 1822.

INFANT, PRIMARY AND JUNIOR SCHOOLS
Hart Plain Infant School, Hart Plain Ave.  9226 2511
Hart Plain Junior School, Hart Plain Ave  9226 3200
Horndean C.E. (Cont.) Junior School, Five Heads
Road.  9259 2236.
Horndean Infant School, Merchistoun Road.  9259
3453
Hulbert Junior School, Springwood Avenue.  9225
8011
Woodcroft Primary School, Woodcroft Lane,
Lovedean.  9259 1616
Padnell Infant School, Padnell Avenue.  9226 3784
Padnell Junior School, Padnell Road.  9225 2752
Purbrook Infant School, Aldermoor Road East,
Purbrook.  9261 0761
Purbrook Junior School, Address as above.  9225
4577
Queens Inclosure Primary School, Corneilius Drive,
Cowplain.  9226 8067
St. Peter’s Catholic Primary School, Stakes Hill Rd,
Waterlooville.  9226 2599
Stakes Hill Infant School, Springwood Avenue.  9226
2078
Mill Hill Primary School, Mill Road.  9225 6955

SECONDARY SCHOOLS AND POST 16 COLLEGES
* Cowplain Community School, Hart Plain Avenue. 
9261 2020.
Crookhorn College of Technology, Stakes Hill Rd. 
9225 1120.
Horndean Technical College, Barton Cross,
Horndean.  9259 4325.
† Oaklands R.C. School, Stakes Hill Rd.  9225 9214.
Purbrook Park, Park Avenue, Purbrook.  9237 0351
Havant College, New Road, Havant.  9248 3856.
The Southdowns College, College Road, Havant. 
9279 7979.

ADULT AND CONTINUING EDUCATION
All enquiries   9279 7988.

SPECIAL SCHOOLS
Havant Education Support Centre (PRU), Hart Plain
Avenue, Cowplain.  9226 5386.
Waterloo Special School, Warfield Avenue,
Waterlooville.  9225 5956.
Rachel Madocks School, Eagle Avenue, Cowplain. 
9224 1818.
Woodlands Education Centre, 18 Hemlock Road,
Cowplain.  9226 5042.

YOUTH PROVISION AND COUNSELLING
T.A.S.K. After School Club is open to anyone in the
Waterlooville/Cowplain Area.  9249 8377 for details.
Cowplain Youth Centre, Cowplain School, Hart Plain
Avenue, Cowplain.  9223 1042.
Off The Record, Youth Counselling and Advice.  9247
4724.

KUMON MATHS AND ENGLISH
An after school club takes place on Tuesdays and
Fridays, 3.30pm to 5.30pm at Waterlooville Community
Centre.  01730 231287 for details.

* Main Stream Schools with special provision.
† Schools with Post 16 provision.
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2011 Census shows marked increase in population
aged 65 and over

Results from the 2011 Census, (published in July 2012)
have shown that in the past decade, the percentage of
Hampshire’s population aged over 65 has increased by
21 per cent with the proportion aged 85 up by 35 per
cent, compared to an overall population growth in the
county of 6 per cent.
The county’s labour force is also getting older with a growth
of 16% in the population age group of 45 to 64 years. Yet
the number aged 20 to 44 years old has decreased by
4%.
Third largest shire county
Hampshire remains the third largest shire county in England
(after Kent and Essex) with the population now standing at
1.32 million, up by 78,000 since 2001.
The Census is one of the main ways of accurately measuring
change across the whole population. The second phase
of statistics will be released between November 2012 and
February 2013 and will contain a wider range of data and
more detail for local areas.

Better Balance for life - prevent falls amongst the
elderly

Do you work with older people, are interested in improving
their health and wellbeing and understand how damaging
it can be for an older person to have a fall?
Hampshire County Council’s Older persons wellbeing
team, along with Southern Health Foundation Trust, has
organised eight half day workshops which provide
information and guidance on how to teach older people
suitable exercises to improve their balance and prevent
falls.
The workshops, which are free for voluntary and
community organisations, will provide simple instruction
on Better Balance for Life exercises, guidance on fall
prevention, motivation and goal setting with older people
and understanding the value of exercise for the general
health and wellbeing of older people. The training is aimed
at staff or volunteers working within community groups,
day centres and sheltered housing schemes.
Each organisation that attends will receive a training pack,
including exercise leaflets, DVD’s of the exercises and a
CD of music.The courses are being held throughout
Hampshire; on 30 Nov, 1.30pm – 4.30pm, a course will be
held at: Cowplain School Business Centre. To book on a
course or find out more information, visit www.hants.gov.uk/
betterbalance or call Sophie Jevons on 01962 846605.

New approach to autism agreed
In September a new approach to help adults with autism,
their carers and families, was agreed which aims to give
people with the life-long condition the same opportunities
to live a fulfilling and rewarding life as everyone else.
Partnership working to develop Strategy
The Strategy for Adults has been developed by the
Hampshire Autism Partnership Board (HAPB), a
partnership between Hampshire County Council, NHS
Hampshire, the voluntary sector, people with autism,
parents, carers, and professionals who work with people
who have autism. The Strategy is the first part of a
Hampshire lifespan autism strategy, with the second part
for children planned for 2013.

10,000 adults with autism in Hampshire
More than half a million people in the UK are estimated to
have autism, with around 10,000 adults with autism living in
Hampshire. The Strategy aims to make improvements to
accessing health services, suitable accommodation, work,
education and training, better inclusion in community life
and developing a clearer route to and from an autism
diagnosis. It also focuses on supporting carers and families
and increasing autism awareness among GPs.
The aims will be achieved through partnership working
between health and social care agencies, voluntary and
other public and private organisations. The Strategy will
continue to support the work of Hampshire Autism Voice,
the voluntary parents, carers and people with autism HAPB
resource group.
The Hampshire Autism Strategy will take forward the
Council’s commitment to meet requirements of the Autism
Act 2009 and the National Autism Strategy of 2010 and will
be formally launched on 5 November.

More! Yes we want more variety!

“Variety is the very spice of life that gives it all its flavour”,
William Cowper (1731-1800) informed us. But in this
magazine a majority of the locally sourced articles are
written by just four committee members and a couple of
outside authors, and so it would be good for others to
contribute to the variety and scope of articles.
As you’d expect in a magazine that is the voice pipe of a
local residents’ association many of the articles report,
comment and analyse matters of local government but
once that has been achieved the remaining space is given
over to, hopefully, interesting, entertaining and informative
articles.
Do you have an interesting hobby you’d like others to
hear about? Are you a member of a club or organisation
and want to attract new members? Or, like me, do you
find lots of things interesting, remember the ‘Tea’ articles,
or unusual and enjoy researching the subject and then
writing about it? If the answer is ‘yes’ to any of these
questions then why not write a short, or even a long, article?
We can print photographs and diagrams and if the article
is a little too long we can always serialise it, which Charles
Dickens did with his first novel The Pickwick Papers.
As for subject matter the world is your oyster, all we ask is
that you avoid the usual pitfall of writing about politics or
religion. Whether your article is hand written or typed we
can feature it; page 9 of the magazine gives details as to
how to submit your article.  We cannot pay you for the
article or guarantee you fame and fortune but you will
have the satisfaction of seeing your article printed and you
named as the author. Nine thousand copies of The
Ratepayer are currently distributed, additionally, since
September 2003 every magazine has also been published
on line and then archived at www.theratepayer.co.uk so
you have the potential of a worldwide audience who may
read your article as well!

         Geoff Lynch


