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Remembrance
Sunday

10 November 2013

   Poppy Appeal 2013
This year the Appeal runs from Saturday, October 26th to
Saturday, November 9th. Once again I am grateful that
the three supermarkets, Asda, Lidl and Waitrose, have all
given their support for us to collect inside their stores during
this period. We will also be able to collect in the Waterlooville
Precinct for the week 2 – 9 November. All last year’s
collectors have signed up to do their stint, for which I am
naturally very grateful, also that so many shops, banks
and other centres are willing to let us put a tin in their
premises. I do not take this for granted, and am aware of
the trouble they go to on behalf of the Royal British Legion.
Last year we raised over £17,000 in Waterlooville. This was
slightly down on the previous bumper year, but still double
the amount from when I first took over, exactly ten years
ago. The national total has been almost £35 million, of
which Hampshire raised over one million. And I am sure
you are aware how that money, together with the amount
raised by Help the Heroes, has been spent on the
rehabilitation of injured and damaged servicemen and
women and support for their families. With many thanks,
Richard Hill-Brown, Poppy Appeal Organiser, Waterlooville.

Having sought funding from the Residents Association
Publishers of The Ratepayer an appropriate loose leaf
folder was purchased.
I approached David Haviland from Errand Jervis our printer
for advice and he offered to carry out the printing at no
cost. The chosen paper is vellum coloured and the
typeface is Old English. The cover is Black Imitation Leather
with hidden Brass fastenings.
Due to printing schedules the Magazine was unable to
carry any announcement in last year’s November issue
however as we approach this year’s commemoration I
was asked to write this short article.
Please pause after this year’s service to read the names
and remember those who paid the ultimate price so that
we can enjoy our freedom.
Finally my thanks to Don Foyle; Waterlooville and District
Residents’ Association; Errand Jervis Printers; St Wilfrid’s
Parochial Church Council and others for their support.
                                                        David Pink President

Cowplain Book of Remembrance
For many years our former President and Lifelong member
Don Foyle wished to ensure that the names of those killed
in the First and Second World Wars, coming from the
Cowplain area were properly recorded.
Some 10 years ago he sought my help to complete this
lengthy task checking the details and ensuring accuracy.
Part of the problem was that both Parochial and Civic
boundaries had been moved and whilst some names were
recorded on Horndean, Blendworth and Waterlooville
memorials and indeed on all three, others were completely
unlisted.
Eventually I was in a position to approach Revd. Dr Paul
Moore Vicar of St Wilfrid’s Church, Cowplain.

After discussion it was decided that a book which could
be placed on view during the Annual Remembrance Day
Service and retained by the Church for safe keeping was
the best option.

Continued on Page 4

Owing to space constraints, you’ll find ‘What's On’
entries scattered throughout this month’s magazine.
Happy reading!

- : -

RESIDENTS' ASSOCIATION MEETING
7.30pm, Thursday 12th December in

Cowplain Activity Centre
All welcome

The January edition of the magazine will be
distributed from Thursday 9th Jan 2014
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Brian Andrews, right, who raised the largest individual
total in Waterlooville for the Poppy Appeal by his collection
in Lidl’s in Cowplain, being presented with an award by
Richard Hill-Brown. Brian also recruited members of the
Purbrook Allotment Society to help him.

Since 1920, the poppy has been used
to commemorate soldiers who have
died in wars. The symbol was inspired
by the World War I poem ‘In Flanders
Fields,’ where the opening lines refer
to poppies, the first flowers to grow
on the churned-up earth of soldiers
graves.
Poppies were first used by the American Legion to
commemorate American soldiers who died in the Great
War.

The Red, The White and The Purple

The white poppy is an artificial flower used as a symbol of
peace, and is worn as an alternative to, or to complement
the red poppy on either Remembrance Day or Anzac
Day.
The first white poppies were sold by the Co-operative
Women’s Guild in 1933. The Peace Pledge Union took
part in their distribution from 1934, and white poppy
wreaths were laid from 1937 as a pledge to peace that
war must not happen again.
Those who promote the wearing of white poppies argue
that the red poppy also conveys a specific political
standpoint, and point to the divisive nature of the red poppy
in Northern Ireland, where it is worn mainly by the Unionist
community.
The Royal British Legion has no official opinion on the
wearing of white poppies, stating that it ‘is a matter of
choice, the Legion doesn’t have a problem whether you
wear a red one or a white one, both or none at all’. However,
opponents of the white poppy argue that the traditional
red poppy already encompasses the sentiments claimed
for the white poppy, such as ‘remembering all victims of
war’, and consider that it undermines the message of
remembrance.
And finally, the purple poppy. To commemorate animal
victims of war, Animal Aid in Britain has issued a purple
poppy, which can be worn alongside the traditional red
one, as a reminder that both humans and animals have
been, and continue to be, victims of war.

Hazel Matthews

Their use was then adopted by military veterans’ groups
in the Commonwealth, and today, they are mainly used in
the UK and Canada to commemorate the servicemen and
women who have been killed since 1914.
In the United Kingdom, remembrance poppies are made
of paper, and sold by The Royal British Legion and the
Haig Fund. Both charities provide financial, social, political
and emotional support to those who have served or who
are currently serving in the British Armed Forces, and their
dependants. They are sold on the streets by volunteers in
the weeks before Remembrance Day.
In England, Wales, and Northern Ireland, the poppies
have two red petals, a green paper leaf and are mounted
on a green plastic stem. In Scotland, the poppies are
curled and have four petals with no leaf and are sold by
Earl Haig Fund Scotland. The yearly selling of poppies is
a major source of income for the RBL. The poppy has no
fixed price; it is sold for a donation or the price may be
suggested by the seller. Until 1994, the black plastic center
was marked ‘Haig Fund’ but is now marked ‘Poppy
Appeal’.

Cowplain Local History Society  – This newly formed
group intends to meet every month at the Borrow
Centre, Padnell Road.  Next meeting - 13 November at
7.30pm, all welcome.

Lonely? An innovative ‘phone service to be launched later
this month may help. Following the success of Esther
Rantzen’s inspired ‘Childline’ a new service called
‘Silverline’ will be available from the 25th November for
people who miss having someone to regularly talk to, who
need advice or are suffering from abuse or neglect. Esther’s
own recent experience with loneliness has led her to launch
this free, 24 hour helpline coupled with a befriending service
for the elderly. The befriending service in particular seems
like an extremely novel idea; my understanding is that
once you make contact with Silverline you request a
befriender who will then regularly call you. Call 0800 4 70
80 90.  www.thesilverline.org.uk

‘Christmas Lights – On *16th Nov or *23rd between
4pm – 6pm all the family are invited to Waterlooville Town
Centre to see the lights turned on; a choir will sing and
roast chestnuts will be available. The Mayor will arrive by
carriage at 5pm with Father Christmas, Peppa Pig and
various characters from Narnia which will be the theme of
Santa’s Grotto this year. *To be confirmed/published at a
later date.’
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EDITORIAL NOTICES

The Community Independence Team can help older
people who are at risk of losing their independence but
who currently do not meet the criteria for support. Do you
have concerns regarding your health and wellbeing or
find everyday activities increasingly difficult? Call  0845
603 5630 or email cit.havant@hants.gov.uk

Havant Borough Talking Newspaper, 19 East Street,
Havant. Information, guidance and comfort for the blind
and visually impaired.   9248 0101 or visit www.hbtn.org.uk

Old photos and news cuttings - I am always willing to give
a good home to any of these and can promise they will be
well looked after.  9224 0653.
St George's Church Hall, Waterlooville, holds Coffee
Mornings every Wednesday and Friday from 10am to 12
noon in St George's Hall. All proceeds to charity. Also a
Market every Thursday from 9.30am to 11.30am. Home
made cakes, produce, cards, crafts, eggs, plants, etc.
Refreshments also available.
Waterlooville Town Market - each Friday in the Precinct.
Angel Radio - 101.1 FM - the nostalgia radio station serving
the local community. For information:  9248 1988, website:
www.angelradio.co.uk, email:  studio101.1@hotmail.co.uk
Age Concern H5O hold Coffee Mornings with advice
for the over 50's at The Beacon in the Meridian Shopping
Centre, Havant, from 10am to 12 noon, on the first Tuesday
of the month.

Southdowns Ladies Harmony Chorus meet every Wed
from 7.30pm to 10pm at All Saints Church Hall, Catherington
Lane,  9259 6312 for details.
St George's Ladies Group - meet  socially 2nd and 4th
Thu, 8pm, St George's Church Hall, Waterlooville.

Help In Bereavement - Help in Bereavement social club
coffee morning is held at St George’s church hall every
second Monday of each month, 10 am to 12. Cost ? A
donation. This group is for anyone who may be bereaved,
recently or for any length of time. It is an opportunity to
meet others and to join us in our trips and outings. For
more information please contact Linda on 078344 57284.

Scrabble Club 10am Meets every Thursday at Waterlooville
Library Further details Tel  9225 2608.

Lovedean Village Hall - Sat 2nd Nov - Antiques &
Collectors Fair from 10am. Sat 9th Nov - Jumble Sale &
Auction from 1.30pm. .For further details, please contact
Cynthia Harris 9259 3904.

Waterlooville Probus Club - Our speaker at the
November meeting after our usual lunch will be from the
Forestry Commission. The meeting will be held on Tue
12th Nov at the Mead End Inn, Denmead from 12 noon to
3 pm. For further information about Probus or if you would
like to join us for lunch, please contact Colin Cox on 
9259 4112, or by e-mail at ‘colincox364@btinternet.com’

Waterlooville Philatelic Society. Thur Nov 21st Members
Interest (Any Material)Contact Paul Davidson  9259 3987
or Davidson61@talktalk.net

Horndean & District Amateur Radio Club – Thur Nov
7th Natter night/social evening. Thur Nov 21st Canals by
Terri Robinson. Meetings held at Anders Hall, off Milton
Road, Waterlooville, Hants, PO7 6AW, starting at 7.30pm.
Visitors always welcome. Our website is www.hdarc.co.uk

Christmas Fair - The Rowans Hospice, Waterlooville
Support Group, are holding their Annual Christmas Fair
on Sat 23rd Nov in the St Georges Church Hall,
Waterlooville from 0930 until 1230. Many Bargains,
Refreshments and a Raffle.
Christmas Market - The Purbrook & Widley Rowans
Support Group are holding a Christmas Market at Deverell
Hall London Road Purbrook on  Sat 23rd of Nov from
10am to 12 noon.
A New WI group meet at 7.30pm in the Baptist Church
Hall, London Road, Waterlooville on the 2nd Wednesday
of each month.

Correction to Schools:
Stakes Hill Infant School is now called Springwood Infant
School, telephone number unchanged.
Cowplain Community Pre School address should be Rose
Building Hart Plain Avenue etc. All else is correct.

The Havant 50+ Forum meet from 10.30pm to 12.30pm,
2nd  Monday of the month, at the United Reform Church,
Havant. Members of the public are welcome to attend.

2nd Waterlooville Scout Group are holding a Christmas
Fayre in St. Georges Church Hall, Waterlooville, on Sat
30th Nov between 10.0am and 1.0pm. Come along and
Browse, have a cup of Coffee and Cake, or even a Bacon
Butty, we will be delighted to see you.

Horndean Amateur Theatrical Society - next production
‘The Xmas Factor’ a comedy, by Trevor Hughes. Venue:
Merchistoun Hall, Horndean, 28, 29, 30 Nov 7.30pm. Details
from: 9278 5800

Denmead Bowling Club are holding a Autumn Bazaar
on 9th Nov 10am to 12noon at All Saints Church Hall,
Denmead.

Waterlooville Santa’s Grotto 2013, to be sited in the
Library, will run from 9th to 24th Dec. There is a  need of
volunteers, can you help? Please contact Val Hartridge
at: vhartridge@tiscali.co.uk

Sue Ryder Waterlooville – Widen your work experience
by volunteering a few hours a week, you will be helping
people living with incurable diseases by giving them
incredible care. We need your quality donations -  and
parking is free on Sunday. Please visit the shop for a chat
with Gail or ‘phone:    9226 8746.

Sue Ryder Cowplain – Following our volunteers’ coffee
morning we would still be pleased to hear from anyone
who has a few hours available as a volunteer. Clearing out
a cupboard to give yourself more space then why not
donate those unwanted items you find to us?

Samaritans offer a confidential service for those in crisis
24 hours a day. Volunteers do one duty per week plus one
night duty a month. Interested in volunteering? Information
evening on Wed 4th Dec 7 pm at 296 London Road, North
End PO2 9JN Call: 9269 1313 Email: www.samaritans.org/
portsmouth or you can write to us c/o The Director at the
above address.

www.theratepayer.co.uk
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USEFUL INFORMATION
Nearest Manned Police Station: Havant Police, Civic
Centre Road, Havant  999 in emergencies, 101 for non-
emergency calls or leave information only messages,
in strict confidence, on  Crimestoppers  0800 555 111.
Registrar of Births, Deaths and Marriages: Havant
Library, 1st Floor Meridian Centre, Havant, PO9 1UN or
Havant Plaza Registration Office, Civic Centre Road, Havant,
PO9 2AX Telephone for an appointment on  0845 603
5637 Mon - Fri 8am - 8pm, Sat 9.30am - 4pm.
Citizens’ Advice Bureau, Swiss Cottage, 9 St. Georges
Walk (Hambledon Road) Waterlooville. 'Drop-in' hours Mon/
Thu/Fri 10am to 1pm. Telephone advice Mon to Thu, 10am
to 2pm  0844 856 3407. Online Advice:
www.adviceguide.org.uk.
Disabled Information and Advice Line (DIAL)  9282
4853 (answer phone when closed).
Waterlooville, Purbrook and Cowplain Good
Neighbours: For shopping, transport to medical
appointments, home visits, etc. Waterlooville  9226 6005.
Help line 9am - 6pm, Mon to Fri.
Website www.stgeorgesnews.org/goodneighbours.

WATERLOOVILLE AND DISTRICT
RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

(Covering the Wards of Cowplain, Stakes, Waterlooville
and Hart Plain including part of Lovedean)

President: Mr. D. Pink  9224 0653
Vice President: Mrs J. Rea  9225 8261
Chairman: Mr.G.Lynch  077038 81754
Vice Chairman: Mrs. E. Tallyn  9225 2594
Hon. Treasurer: Mr. N. Chedzey, 103 Sutton Road,
Cowplain, Waterlooville, PO8 8PT,  9242 6575
Hon. Secretary, Minutes Secretary &
Magazine Compiler Hazel Matthews 9226 8780
Distribution Manager: Mr. K. Tallyn  9225 2594

NEXT BLOOD DONATION SESSIONS
Waterlooville  Community Centre (Behind ASDA): Tue.
19th November 11am to 1.30pm and 3.00pm to 5.30pm.

St Wilfrid's Church Hall, Cowplain: Thurs. 14th
November 1.30 to 3.25pm and 4.30pm to 7,30pm
National Blood Service Website - www.blood.co.uk

You can pre-book appointments via  0300 123 23 23

Medical Services
Surgeries:
Waterlooville Health Centre, Dryden Close, Waterlooville
 9225 7321. Westbrook Branch Surgery, 1 Aintree Drive,

Cowplain  9225 5160
Doctors Akther, Bill, McNichol, Teodorescu and Martin.
Forest End Surgery, Waterlooville  9226 3089
Doctors Roberts, Clarke-Williams, Bowerman, Pickup,
Fleischer, Boocock, Matthews and Slade
Queenswood Surgery, 233 London Rd, Waterlooville 
9226 3491 Doctors Stanley, Warwick and Hobson
Cowplain Surgery, 133 London Road, Cowplain  9224
2960 Doctors Hargreaves and Thakrar
Cowplain Family Practice, 26-30 London Road, Cowplain
. 9226 3138 Doctors Johns, Millen, Wright, Bridger
and Davies
Stakes Lodge Surgery, 3A Lavender Road, Waterlooville
. 9223 9910 Doctors White, Bateman, King, Burton,
Sutton and Gadsden
For All Surgeries Out Of Hours Ring  111

Other Services
Red Cross Medical Loan Service, Health Centre, Dryden
Road, Mon-Fri, 10am to 12 noon and 2pm to 4pm.  9223
8108.
Carer Services, www.carers.org
Patient Advice and Liaison Service (PALS) QA Hospital
. 9228 6000
Walk In Centre:  St Mary’s Hospital, Milton Road,
Portsmouth, Mon-Fri 7 30am-10 00pm, Weekends and
Bank Holidays 8 00am-10 00pm (last patient accepted at
9 30pm). 0333 200 1822

St. Wilfrid’s Church: Padnell Road, Cowplain  9226
2295 Rev Paul Moore
Westbrook Church: Westbrook Hall, Tempest Avenue,
Waterlooville  9226 2295 Rev Paul Moore
Waterlooville Baptist Church: 368 London Road,
Waterlooville  9225 1169 Rev Bill Longley
Cowplain Evangelical Church: Durley Avenue, Cowplain
 9226 2188 Rev Phill Brown
The Church of the Sacred Heart: 356 London Road,
Waterlooville  9226 2289 Fr. Kevin Bidgood

Living Waters Fellowship: Kite Close, Waterlooville 
9225 5288 (Day) 8553 (Evening)
Lovedean United Reformed Church: Lovedean Village
Hall, Lovedean  9234 872425/9/13
St. George The Martyr: St George’s Walk, Waterlooville
 9226 2145 Rev Mike Sheffield
Bethesda Mission: Lovedean Lane, Lovedean  9259
1101
Hart Plain Church: Hart Plain Avenue, Cowplain  9225
4452

Christmas Fair - The Rowans Hospice, Waterlooville
Support Group, are holding their Annual Christmas Fair
on Sat 23rd Nov in the St Georges Church Hall, Waterlooville
from 0930 until 1230. Many Bargains, Refreshments and a
Raffle.

Charity Craft and Flea Market - Come and buy some
handmade jewellery, personalised cards and canvases,
homemade jams, preserves and cakes and much more at
United Reformed Church, Hayling Island, 9th Nov from
9.30am - 3.30pm.

Magazine Content
To submit an article, correct an existing entry or comment
on a recent feature please contact Hazel Matthews, the
Magazine Compiler on  9226 8780 or Email:
compiler@theratepayer.co.uk

Advertising/Editorship
No Advertising space is available. For general business
and advertising enquiries please contact Geoff Lynch the
Business Manager/Magazine Editor at 11 Ruskin Way,
Waterlooville, PO88JX.  077038  81754 Or Email:
business@theratepayer.co.uk

The Dental Helpline 0845 050 8345 or visit:
www.hampshiredentalhelpline.nhs.uk
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Festive Winter Concert 2013 - Featuring The Band of the
Hampshire Constabulary in concert. Military marches,
popular music, Land of Hope and Glory etc!! Back by
popular demand, 4th annual concert. The Hayling Island
Community Centre on 30th Nov – 7.30 start Tickets: £10.00,
Senior Citizens £9.00. Available: 30th Oct from The
Community Centre, Tibbles Florist or Contact: Gill Elton 
9246 1942 - gillelton@hotmail.co.uk

We Will Fight Them on
 The Perches

by Hazel Matthews

Vermin! Pests! Rats With Wings! Feathered Menace!
Feathered Heroes! Heroes With Wings!
How do you see pigeons? Large? Messy? Driving away
small birds in a suburban gardens? Look again. See the
beautiful, iridescent feathers on their necks and backs.
The confident strut! The swift scuttle. Towards food!
Towards danger! Towards saving a nation. A nation at
war!
The Dickin Medal was instituted in the United Kingdom in
1943 by Maria Dickin to honour the work of animals in war.
It is a bronze medallion, bearing the words ‘For Gallantry’
and ‘We Also Serve’ within a laurel wreath, carried on a
ribbon of striped green, dark brown and pale blue. It is
awarded to animals that have displayed conspicuous
gallantry or devotion to duty while serving or associated
with any branch of the Armed Forces or Civil Defence
Units. The award is commonly referred to as the animals
‘Victoria Cross.’
Many animals have been honoured, pigeon, pigeon, dog,
pigeon, pigeon, horse, pigeon, pigeon, pigeon… So small.
So easy not to notice…
But on 11th October 1943 a Consolidated PBY Catalina
flying boat was forced to ditch in the icy North Sea near
the Hebrides. Crew Member, Service number
SURP.41.L.3089 was tasked with indicating where the plane
had gone down. With a flap of her wings, White Vision who
served with the National Pigeon Service and was posted
to No. 190 Squadron RAF took off. She flew some 60 miles
(97 km) against a strong headwind, before arriving back
at her pigeon loft. The search was resumed and the plane
was subsequently found and all eleven crew members
were saved after they had spent eighteen hours in the
sea.
White Vision was awarded the Dickin Medal on 2 December
1943; her medal citation reading ‘For delivering a message
under exceptionally difficult conditions and so contributing
to the rescue of an Air Crew whilst serving with the RAF in
October 1943.’
In December 1943, Winkie and Tyke emulated White
Vision’s flight, both receiving Dickin Medals. In 1944.
Winkie’s crew later held a dinner for her and she basked
in her cage as she was toasted by the officers.

Tyke’s citation read, ‘For delivering a message under
exceptionally difficult conditions and so contributing to the
rescue of an Air Crew, while serving with the RAF in the
Mediterranean in June, 1943.’
On 19th August 1942 Beach Comber, (designated ‘Pigeon,
NPS.41.NS.4230’), despite hazardous conditions arrived
in Britain from Dieppe, carrying a message from the
Canadian Army alerting commanders of their landing there,
marking the start of the Dieppe raid. Beach Comber remains
the only Canadian war pigeon ever to be awarded a Dickin
Medal, and one of only three Canadian animals ever to be
so honoured.
It is believed that training birds originated in the early
Persian Empire and continued throughout the Mughal and
Roman Empires. Before the telegraph was reliable, the
use of pigeons was a method of communication between
stockbrokers. Paul Julius Reuter had had used pigeons to
transmit stock market prices between Aachen and
Brussels, a service that operated for a year until a gap in
the telegraph link was closed.
With better communications, the use of pigeons in military
situations gradually declined. Between 1943 and 1947, 32
pigeons were awarded the medal, including Kenley Lass
who was the first pigeon to deliver intelligence from an
agent in enemy-occupied France in October 1940 and
Scotch Lass who in 1944, despite injury brought 38
microphotographs across the North Sea from the
Netherlands.
The last award was to Pigeon DD.43.Q.879, who in 1947
was the only survivor of three pigeons released to warn of
an impending counter-attack at Manus Island.
So the next time a pigeon commits a small indiscretion on
your car or washing, think of their gallant forefathers (or
forefeathers) and wash it off willingly.

                  Firework Displays
Havant Borough Council Bonfire and
Fireworks display, 6th Nov 7.30-8.30,
Stockhouse Common Leigh Park
Admission Free Contact   9244 6483.
Portsmouth City Council’s Annual Bonfire and Fireworks
display, Wed 6th Nov. The bonfire is to be lit at 7pm and
the firework display will be at 7.30pm. A Fantastic Free
Event For All Of The Family With Live Music From 6pm
Provided By Wave 105. King George V Playing Fields,
Cosham.

Motorcycle Safety
Motorcyclists represent only 1% of road traffic but account
for 20% of road fatalities. The Council ran a biker awareness
campaign during the summer, ‘Think Bike’ and ‘Bikers
Think!’ However, the clocks have just gone back and with
the darker nights upon us, the same care applies and
extra vigilance is needed.
Motorists – please check and double check at junctions.
Motorbikes can get lost in a flare of headlights, especially
if car side windows are dirty or wet.


